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Sheridan Crossing Detention Pond

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Ciorba Group, Inc. was selected by the City of North Chicago to design, prepare the 
final plans and provide construction observation services for a new wetland bottom 
regional detention basin.  The basin is located between Pettibone Creek and the 
future Sheridan Crossing commercial development.  The proposed development, 
a former brownfield site, is located at the northwest corner of Sheridan Road and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in North Chicago.  

The basin was designed to alleviate flooding in a known flood hazard area by 
detaining the area’s stormwater runoff and restricting the outflow rate draining into 
Pettibone Creek.  The basin also created stormwater storage for the redeveloped 
brownfield site which previously had no detention.  The Lake County Watershed 
Development Ordinance does not require detention for the future Sheridan Crossing 
because the proposed impervious surface area is less than the original site.  Ciorba 
was therefore able to optimize the detention volume to fit the land available 
between the creek and the development.

After the pond was excavated, wetland plugs were planted and special seeding 
placed within the basin to prevent future erosion and further reduce runoff volume 
leaving the site.  The wetland plantings and seeding filtered the stormwater, removing 
impurities and helping to improve the downstream water quality.  The project 
included the construction of an aggregate recreational trail around the pond with 
educational signage installed describing the pond’s function.   

The design involved a drainage analysis; sizing the basin based on the available land; 
preparing plans, specifications and bid documents; and developing a construction 
cost estimate.  Ciorba prepared and submitted the necessary permits to various 
agencies for review and approval.  During the bidding process, Ciorba responded to 
contractor’s questions, tabulated all bids and submitted a recommendation letter for 
the lowest responsible bidder.  

Construction engineering services involved observing the contractor’s operations 
for conformance with the plans and specifications, final quantity documentation 
and preparation of change orders and pay estimates.  The Resident Engineer 
coordinated with the contractor and the City, resolving any construction issues and 
conflicts.  

This project received the Best Management Practice (BMP) of the Year Award from 
the Lake County Stormwater Management Commission.

LOCATION: 
  North Chicago, IL 
 
CLIENT: 
  City of North Chicago 
 
CONSTRUCTION COST: 
  $249,000  
 
SCOPE OF SERVICES: 
•Preliminary Engineering 
•Final Design 
•Construction Inspection 
 
AWARDS: 
  Best Management Practice  
  (BMP) of the Year Award from  
  the Lake County Stormwater  
  Management Commission


