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The description of the calendar and the rules for the Liturgical Year are stated in the
document General Norms of the Liturgical Calendar. For Lent there are special
applications:
56f. The cycle of the liturgical year should stand out with its full preeminence, but
at the same time the celebration of the saints should not be permanently impeded.
Therefore, dates that most of the time fall during…should remain free of any particular celebration, unless it is a question of optional memorials, feasts found in the
Table of Liturgical Days under no. 8 a, b, c, d, or solemnities that cannot be transferred to another season. The solemnity of Saint Joseph (19 March), except where
it is observed as a holyday of obligation, may be transferred by the conferences of
bishops to another day outside Lent.
60. If several celebrations fall on the same day, the one that holds the highest rank
according to the preceding Table of Liturgical Days is observed. But a solemnity
impeded by a liturgical day that takes precedence over it should be transferred to
the closest day not listed in nos. 1-8 in the table of precedence; the rule of no. 5
remains in effect. Other celebrations are omitted that year.[m][R14]
[R14] Query: What is the method for transferring solemnities impeded by a liturgical day that takes precedence?
Reply: the general rule is that impeded solemnities are transferred to the nearest
day (see General Norms . . . no. 60). But solemnities that happen to fall on the
Sundays of Advent and Lent sometimes are not transferable to the day following:
for example, when the solemnity of Saint Joseph or of the Annunciation of the
Lord fall on Palm Sunday and then would have to be celebrated two weeks later.
Accordingly, to ease such problems the General Norms no. 5 establish that solemnities that during Advent and Lent may fall on a Sunday are to be celebrated as a
rule on the preceding Saturday. But when the Saturday is not free of those celebrations listed in the table of precedence nos. 1-8, the general principle in no. 60 may
be followed: Notitiae 6 (1970) 405, no. 44. See also note R12.
Various saints’ days during Lent all become optional memorials, and unless there are
special circumstances, the liturgical color should remain violet. There are two
solemnities that almost always fall during Lent, the Solemnity of St. Joseph and the
Annunciation of the Lord.
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This 2020 supplement includes separate pages for the
Solemnity of St. Joseph and the Annunciation. These
can be inserted in the main “Lent for Children”
display.
Calendar for Lent 2020:
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Ash Wednesday – February 26
1st Sunday of Lent – March 1
SS. Perpetua and Felicity, Opt. Memorial – March 7
2nd Sunday of Lent – March 8
St. Frances of Rome, Optional Memorial – March 9
3rd Sunday of Lent – March 15
St. Patrick, Optional Memorial – March 17
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Optional Memorial – March 18
SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH – March 19
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Opt. Memorial – March 23
4th Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday – March 22
SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE
LORD – March 25
5th Sunday of Lent – March 29
St. Francis of Paola, Opt. Memorial – April 2
St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor, Opt. Memorial – April 4
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – April 5
Monday of Holy Week – April 6
Tuesday of Holy Week – April 7
Wednesday of Holy Week – April 8
Holy Thursday – April 9
Good Friday – April 10
Holy Saturday – April 11
Easter Sunday – April 12
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St. Joseph and the Christ Child, 1597-99, El Greco

23: Thursday Third Week of Lent
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary--March 19, 2020
Station at Santi Cosma e Damiano (Saints Cosmas
and Damian)
Kindness
Supposing everyone was kind! Wouldn’t this world be
a happy place to travel through? Kindness speaks of
Heaven and the joy of the life to be. If our hearts are
not kind hearts, how can Jesus or anyone else love
them?
To think well of everyone, to wish all well, to speak
well, to do well—this is the happy mission of
kindness. “Little deeds of kindness, little words of
love, make this earth an Eden like to Heaven above.”
Our Lord has promised that He will reward our
kindness to others as though we had been kind to Him.

When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to
him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been
looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
But they did not understand what he said to them. He went down with
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.
Luke 2:41-51
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Say often through the day:
O Jesus, make me very kind:
With kindness fill my heart and mind!
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Annunciation, 1433-34, Fra Angelico
29: Wednesday Fourth Week of Lent
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, March
25, 2020
Station at San Paolo fuori le Mura (St. Paul’s Outside
the Walls)
Forgiving
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!
I picture myself there on the hill of Calvary as Our
Lord speaks His beautiful words from the Cross. “His
tongue was all that was left Him free to use”—and He
is using it to plead for me and for His enemies.
O Jesus, if only I could learn from You to forgive all
who hurt and inure me! Please fasten Your words on
my heart; then I shall remember to forgive and forget.
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the
virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The
Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”…
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Luke 1:26-38
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Say often through the day:
O Jesus, give me for my part
A tender and forgiving heart!
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