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DRAFT 
Date 
 
The Honorable 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Re: California Delegation to Support FORWARD & PASTEUR Acts 
 
Dear Representative: 

 
We, the undersigned, write to you out of concern for the growing threat of drug‐resistant 
infections here in California.  Our hope is to join forces with the largest congressional delegation 
in the U.S. to help secure legislative solutions that address the emerging threat of fungal, 
bacterial and other infections that are resistant to current treatments before they become a 
greater national health emergency.  
 
Antimicrobial resistant infections (AMR), including fungal infections, are an increasing global 
health threat.  In California, the most widespread fungal epidemic is Valley Fever.  Valley Fever is 
caused by a fungal spore that naturally grows in the soil in certain regions of California and the 
Southwestern United States. Recent data shows that Valley Fever spores are being found in new 
areas, increasing the risk of exposure to all who live in, or visit those areas.  Valley Fever spores 
can travel up to 70 miles or more, putting many others at risk for infection.  Those working in 
occupations associated with soil disturbance in areas where Valley Fever is found have even 
greater risk.  
 
The impact of Valley Fever is substantial; the average length of illness is 120 days, return to 
normal activity is 47 days, and work absence is 14 days.  A recent study estimated the lifetime 
cost burden for cases diagnosed in California to be $700 million dollars for 2017.  
 
The COVID‐19 crisis has reinforced the critical importance of treatments for infectious diseases 
like Valley Fever, however, our supply of effective drugs is shrinking due to the increase of AMR.  
AMR is a threat to all, especially organ transplant recipients, those undergoing cancer 
treatment, preterm infants, immunocompromised patients and other vulnerable patients with 
chronic health conditions. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), today, more than 2.8 
million drug-resistant infections occur in the U.S. each year and more than 35,000 people die 
as a result.  Most California residents have experienced the negative impacts that are caused by 
infectious diseases like COVID‐19.   Physicians, researchers, community organizations, and state 
legislators have come together to request national support of our effort to prevent fungal 
infections like Valley Fever from becoming the next pandemic. 
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We, the undersigned, urge you to act immediately to provide a solution to a problem that 
affects all Californians.  Specifically, we need renewed investments in fungal and bacterial 
disease research so that leading experts and institutions in California can advance their work 
toward finding a cure.  We need next‐generation diagnostics that can accurately identify 
infections more quickly.  We also need financial incentives to encourage new drug and vaccine 
development to protect new generations of Californians from this deadly threat.  
 
We respectfully ask for your help in passing two important bipartisan pieces of legislation to 
address our looming national antimicrobial resistance emergency: the FORWARD act and the 
PASTEUR Act.  The FORWARD Act (HR 5566 and S 3498), sponsored by Congressman Kevin 
McCarthy and Senator Dianne Feinstein, invests in critical research and other federal regulatory 
improvements to encourage the development of novel antifungals and biologics.  The PASTEUR 
Act (HR 3932 and S 2076) creates market incentives for the commercialization of new and novel 
antifungal and antibiotic drugs to treat resistant infections.  Together these bills represent a 
comprehensive and vital first step in addressing the AMR crisis. 
 
For those interested in joining or finding out more about our efforts, please contact the Valley 
Fever Institute at 661.489.5244 or ValleyFever@KernMedical.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


