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Her Place Women's Museum Australia respectfully acknowledges the Traditional
Owners of the lands on which it works and presents its programs, and pays

respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
I am pleased to present Her Place Women's Museum Annual Report for 2018-19.
 
This year Her Place has taken further steps towards its long-term vision of becoming a
significant cultural institution for Australia, dedicated to recording and celebrating the
stories and achievements of women. We continued to provide exhibitions and events
across Victoria, showcasing and highlighting the achievements of a diverse group of
Australian women. 
 
Her Place received funding from the Victorian Government through its Gender Equality
Strategy to continue to profile outstanding Victorian women. These funds supported 3
different exhibitions across regional Victoria, in Pakenham, Morwell and Ballarat. Each
exhibition included women from the Victorian Honour Roll and the story of a local woman
suggested by the community.
 
In a new partnership with the Victorian Education Department, and supported by the
Royal Society of Victoria, Her Place produced STEMpowered, a major touring exhibition
focusing on women in science, technology, engineering and manufacturing. The
exhibition showcased a diversity of women’s careers, approaches, ideas and fields in
STEM.  The exhibition accompanied the opening of each of Victoria’s new Tech Schools as
they were launched across the state. The exhibition was also supported by a series of
professional development activities for teachers, delivered by the Her Place education
team.
 
Two other exhibitions took Her Place even further across Victoria, one in collaboration
with the Warrnambool Art Gallery, Once Women Won the Vote and another in Shepparton,
Honouring Indigenous Women, as part of NAIDOC week.
 
Much activity this year focused on different strategies to find a home for Her Place to
accommodate the office, exhibitions, activities and other events. Her Place temporary
offices moved from the Melbourne Museum in Carlton, to the Immigration Museum in the
city. I would like to thank Lynley Croswell, the CEO of Melbourne Museum, for providing
Her Place with these temporary havens. 
 
In November, the Victorian Minister for Women, Natalie Hutchins, announced a new home
for Her Place Women’s Museum Australia, at Clarendon Terrace, East Melbourne.  The
Victorian Government supported Her Place to lease these premises, through the provision
of a grant to the National Trust of Victoria, to offset the rent. It is a much welcomed,
major milestone for our organisation, and we are grateful to have the stability of a place
to call our own, while we continue to build on the organisational vision. This home will
enable us to host events, forums and exhibitions, and work towards new online
exhibitions.
 
We have hosted a number of events and book launches, to introduce Her Place and
Clarendon Terrace to different groups of women. At a Donors and Supporters event, in
March, we were pleased to have the support of both the Minister for the Creative
Industries, Martin Foley, and the Minister for Women, Gabrielle Williams who spoke very
enthusiastically about Her Place and its importance for Victoria and for women. Professor
Emeritus Gillian Triggs, former Human Right’s Commissioner gave an address at this
event highlighting the huge inequalities which still exist for women.
 
Another grant received during this period from Creative Victoria, as part of a second
stage bid for the $1 million Creative State Commission, enabled us, in collaboration with
international and local architects, designers, curators and artists, to develop the concept
for an innovative mobile, enclosed pavilion designed to house a major new Her Place
exhibition. While Her Place did not win the commission, the project galvanized huge
support, and built strong relationships for future projects and exhibitions.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR CONTINUED
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The successes of 2018-19 has been possible through the dedicated work of a small part time
team, a committed group of supporters and volunteers and an engaged Board of Directors
whom I thank. I would also like to acknowledge Penelope Lee, the General Manager for her
contribution, and also those who so the generously entrusted their stories to Her Place. Finally
I thank those who have donated funds, to support the range of activities during this year, and
for the continued pro bono support of organisations including Pitcher Partners, Lander &
Rogers and Museum Victoria.
 
This report celebrates Her Place performance over 2018-19 financial year against the
objectives of the 2018-19 Strategic Plan and Budget and has obtained external assurance for
the financial and standard statements, as well as the performance statement contained in
this report.
 
In the coming year we will continue to advocate for the recognition of women's contribution
to this nation and to raise funds to support our activities.
 
Mary Stuart 
Chair 



VISION
 
Her Place Women's Museum Australia is a not-for-profit organisation
that celebrates the social, civic and entrepreneurial achievements of all
women and their role in shaping our nation.  
 
The vision for Her Place is to create a permanent public space that
honours the achievements of women, through exhibitions, public
programs, education resources and an online digital archive.

MISSION

19

To create a public space to honour Australian women, inspire girls
and educate all.

To establish a permanent place to showcase the achievements of
extraordinary women, both known and unknown, who have helped
shape this nation.

To create a digital archive, accessible to all.

To create a contemporary and energetic place of discovery and
debate, an education resource which constantly revives and
showcases the essential contribution of women to this country.

To develop educational resources, professional development
activities and public events, which support the exhibitions and
contribute to discussions about gender equality.

To create online and on-site exhibitions and travelling exhibitions.

To become a proud addition to the cultural attractions of Melbourne
and an Australian first for a capital city.
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Regional
 

During 2018/2019, Her Place delivered 5 exhibitions
across Victoria.  Opening in May 2018, Her Place
contributed to Warrnambool Art Gallery’s "Once
Women Won the Vote". The exhibition paid tribute to
the everyday women involved in the 1891 Women’s
Suffrage Petition. Over its five-month display, the
exhibition attracted more than 3800 visitors. 
 
During NAIDOC Week 2018, Her Place presented
"Honouring Indigenous Women" in Shepparton. This
exhibition celebrated the lives and contributions of
Aunty Fay Carter, Alma Thorpe and Paola Balla and
was a collaboration with Greater Shepparton
Women's Alliance Advisory Committee and La Trobe
University’s Shepparton campus.
 
Her Place has also continued to receive generous
funds from the Victorian Government allowing us to
exhibit the stories of 10 trailblazing women with local,
national and international profiles. These exhibitions
were held at Morwell Library, opened by Harriet
Shing, Member for Eastern Victoria Region;
Pakenham Library, opened by the then Minister for
Women Hon Natalie Hutchins MP; and finally the
Eureka Centre in Ballarat, where it was opened by
Jaala Pulford MP,  Member for Western Victoria,
Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Regional
Development.
 
Each regional exhibition included artefacts, video
and photography and was enthusiastically
embraced by local communities attracting interest
and enthusiasm from over 8000 people.

EXHIBITIONS

STEMpowered: Women in STEM
 

In August 2018, Her Place Women's Museum Australia
launched "STEMpowered" with the Department of
Education and supported by the Royal Society of
Victoria.
 
The initiative included a touring exhibition, teacher
professional development and a gender equality
student resource.  While women have always been
central to STEM in Australia, many of their
contributions have not been widely known or
acknowledged. The exhibition set out to readdress
this issue and inspire the next generation of young
female students.
 
"STEMpowered" features 10 remarkable women in
STEM whose work showcases a diversity of careers,
approaches, ideas and fields across games
development, wearable technology, environmental
science, engineering, cancer research, food waster,
genetics, biotech, nano-technology, mathematics
and more. To date, it has travelled to 9 new Tech
Schools across metropolitan and regional Victoria,
and has been seen by 3020 students, educators and
members of the general public.
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EDUCATION
In 2018/2019 Her Place developed and conducted a range of educational initiatives. This was
made possible through generous contributions of teacher volunteers who are part of our
Education Sub-Committee.
 
The Education Sub-Committee continued to create curriculum-linked student learning
materials and teacher resources linked to the women featured in the Her Place exhibitions. A
Teacher Professional Development program, exploring issues around respect, recognition for
women and unconscious bias, was also delivered across metropolitan and regional Victoria
in association with the touring exhibition program.

October 2018: Model United Nations Conference to celebrate International Day of the Girl.
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On Thursday 11th October, Her Place collaborated with the United Nations Association of
Australia (Victorian Division) and Immigration Museum to host a model United Nations
Conference on International Day of the Girl. This was made possible through generous
donations form organisations and individuals.
 
Attended by over one hundred year 9 and 10 students from schools across Melbourne (some
disadvantaged), participants had the opportunity to represent 24 countries at a modern UN
General Assembly to role play and debate the UN's Sustainable Development Foal,
"Achieving Gender Equality: Empowering Women and Girls".
 
The conference enabled the students to learn about international relations, global issue and
the UN system, and develop negotiation and public speaking skills.

Model United Nations Conference, Immigration Museum



PUBLIC PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS

JULY 2018: Youth Space for Her Place
In July 2018, more than 50 young people attended a discussion hosted by Her Place and the
Immigration Museum with a panel of young thinkers, writers and activists. The event explored
how identity, diversity and feminism could be addressed within Her Place and best represent and
include young, diverse and intersectional feminist perspectives. The event was a great success
with a number of recommendations and ideas provided by the panelists and audience
participants informing Her Pld by the Victorian Government and the Victorian Veterans Council.
 
MARCH 2019: Donor and Partnerships
In March 2019, Her Place Women’s Museum Australia opened the doors at its new home at
Clarendon Terrace for a special Donor and Partnerships evening. This was an opportunity for Her
Place to enlist donor support and to share its vision and aspirations for its future. The Victorian
Minister for Creative Industries, Martin Foley and the Victorian Minister for Women, Gabrielle
Williams attended the event. Minister Williams spoke enthusiastically about Her Place and what it
will mean to have a national museum for women located in Victoria.
 
Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs, former President of the Human Rights Commission, in a
passionate and inspiring address, spoke of the importance of a place to record the
accomplishments of women. She reminded us that we stand on the shoulders of others who have
challenged the role assigned to women and drew our attention to the fact that Australian women
were slipping in all international indicators for gender parity.  Special thanks to Gary Morgan for
donating surveys on Australian Women and displays of women's pottery.
 
APRIL 19: What Courage Such a Thing Takes: the Life of Mary De Garis
On Tuesday 30th April, 2019, Her Place Women’s Museum Australia held a very special event to
launch the video, "What Courage Such a Thing Takes: the Life of Mary De Garis" and an
accompanying education resource. It was launched by Minister for Veterans Affairs, the Hon
Robin Scott to coincide with Anzac Day and was accompanied by a fascinating talk by consultant
historian, Dr Ruth Lee. Audiences were intrigued to hear tales of Mary’s bravery and tenacity,
which to date, is not widely known.
 
"What Courage Such a Thing Takes: The Life of Mary De Garis" was supported by the Victorian
Government and the Victorian Veterans Council.
 
MAY 19: Clarendon Terrace and her First Neighbours
As part of the Australian Heritage Festival, Dr Liz Rushen, Chair, History Council Victoria, a SLV
Creative Fellow 2019 and former RHSV Director presented the inaugural lecture, Clarendon
Terrace and her First Neighbours.
 
Dr Rushen spoke to a packed audience of 70 people about the women who lived at Clarendon
Terrace from the mid-1850s into the twentieth century and the women in the surrounding
neighbourhood of what is now East Melbourne. When the heritage-listed architectural gem
Clarendon Terrace, was built in 1857 there were only nine other houses in Clarendon Street, 21,000
adult males in all of Melbourne, and 16,000 women. 
 
Special thanks to Gary Morgan for donating the surveys on Australian women and the display of
pottery.
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MEDIA AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Facebook increased from 860 followers in July 2018 to 1087 by the end
of June 2018. 

Twitter account increased to 600 followers in June 2018. 

Instagram followers increased from 245 in July 2018 to 446 followers
by June 2019.

In 2018–2019, Her Place commenced re-skinning its website in line with
the organisation’s new branding and design. We focused on unifying
brand messages across all platforms and continued tracking growth
and engagement with the website. We also implemented a successful
“Become a Friend” campaign and made it possible for people to make
donations to the organisation through our website.
 
Her Place’s touring exhibition programs attracted significant media
coverage in 2018–2019.  Her Place was profiled in several community
papers including the Latrobe Valley Express, SBS Bangla and the radio
stations 3CR, ABC Radio 774 and Triple RRR. 
 
Her Place’s three social media platforms grew steadily throughout the
year also:
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In total, 11,020 audience members visited a Her Place exhibition.
In total, 250 people attended our public programs.
 
Media engagement: 3 radio interviews, 3 print media articles and 1
television interview.
Social media engagement: Facebook, Instagram and Twitter reach of
197,428.
Post engagements (Facebook): 77,327
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MARCH 2019: Friend of Her Place 
 
To coincide with the move to Clarendon Terrace,
Her Place launched our "Become a Friend"
initiative to encourage our grassroots supporters
to help make Her Place’s vision a reality.
 
The 'Become a Friend" initiative allows all those
who support women, gender equality and
advancing the status of women throughout
Australia, to contribute to Her Place’s vision of
creating a contemporary, accessible, relevant and
inspiring cultural institution.
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES:
 
August 2018:  Creative State Commission
 
Her Place was a successful recipient of a Creative
Victoria grant to develop a submission to the
Creative State Commission. The grant, awarded to
a small number of organisations, was to develop
an initial concept proposal to a second stage in
order to compete for $1 million dollars to fully
develop and implement the concept.
 
Her Place’s concept was to develop an inspiring
and portable mobile pavilion for the presentation
of exhibitions, events, education programs and
artistic collaborations celebrating the
achievements of women. The proposal included
the pavilion’s opening exhibition, "Women Making
Waves".
 
While Her Place did not win the $1 million, the
project drew together a group of outstanding
Australian and International collaborators, who
contributed significant pro-bono support. The
grant was a successful vehicle for raising
awareness of Her Place to government, business,
arts and community groups.
 
 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT
NOVEMBER 2018: Her Place has a home
 
On the 16th November 2018 Her Place warmly
welcomed the announcement by the Hon Natalie
Hutchins MP of a new home for Her Place at
Clarendon Terrace in East Melbourne. This was
made possible through the support of a $1 million
grant from the State Government to the National
Trust. As Her Place Chair, Mary Stuart said on the
day of the announcement: “Everywhere I go the
concept of an institution that recognises and
honours the role of women is greeted with huge
enthusiasm. The astonishing thing is that it
doesn’t exist already. Hanoi, Istanbul and Bonn
have women’s museums. It’s about time that
Australia – and Melbourne - joined that league
with a museum built of real bricks and mortar.”
 
In March 2019 Her Place relocated from its office
at the Immigration Museum to Clarendon
Terrace. Since arriving Her Place has spent time
carefully considering the scope and shape of a
new museum in this majestic building while
continuing our touring exhibition program and
public program activities.
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Chair, Mary Stuart 
Deputy Chair, Helen Morgan 

Treasurer Hon Mary Delahunty G.A.I.C.D.
Company Secretary, Belinda (Morieson) Philp 

Diane Gardiner AM
Elizabeth Grigg

Barbara Jennings 
Dr Natalie Kon-Yu 

Penelope  Lee 
 

     EDUCATION SUB COMMITTEE
Jessica Duncan

Barbara Jennings
Lola Jennings-Equist

Briony O’Keeffe 
Kylie Oliver

Glennis Pitches
 

STAFF
 General Manager: Penelope Lee

Curators: Clare Williamson and Angela Bailey 
Media and Communications: Brita Frost and Maggie Scott

Strategic Projects and Fundraising: Pamela Creed 
 

VOLUNTEERS
 In addition to the volunteer Board of Directors, Her Place has received pro bono support,

contributing to Her Place activities, operation and development.

 

GOVERNANCE  AND  PEOPLE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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CONTACT

Her Place Australian Women's Museum
and Heritage Ltd trading as Her Place

Women's Museum Australia
 

Street Address: 
208-210 Clarendon Street, East

Melbourne 3002
 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 1179, St Kilda South 3182

 
ph - 0477 411 089

ph - (03) 8456-0278
 

E: herplace@herplacemuseum.com
 

ABN 16 609 236 062
 

www.herplacemuseum.com
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