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Dear <<First Name>>,

 

What a wet start to the summer with 18.6 inches of rainfall in May and June.  Vermont

experienced rivers flooding onto fields and over roads, flash floods eroding banks and

threatening property, Lake Champlain at an all-time high for July, and swimmers

needing to be extra careful when cooling off in turbulent waters.  Increased precipitation

is expected to be the new “norm” across New England – so what does this mean for

Vermonters?  And how is the Vermont River Conservancy preparing for a wetter

future?

 

-          VRC partners with watershed groups around the state, and they are doing

excellent community education and outreach.  Check out the Friends of the Mad River

flood preparation tips, and sign up for alerts from your local USGS stream gauge.

-          Enhancing and protecting floodplains and vegetated buffers is a long-term

strategy to ensure Vermont has enough open river lands to slow down flood waters and

improve water quality from storm run-off.

 

And now with this heat, it’s time to cool off.  Enjoy a dip in your local swimming hole,

tubing down your favorite river reach, and join us for a Paddle on the Connecticut River

on August 17th.  Always remember to swim and paddle safe, respecting the power of

rivers.
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Happy summer,

 

Steve Libby & Lydia Menendez

Help us raise the last $12,000 needed to
conserve Journey's End!

The time is now to help protect permanent public access to Journey’s End, a

spectacular swimming hole and waterfall on Foote Brook in Johnson.

“If you spent only $1 for every memory made here...”

~ Johnson State College class of 2005

If all of our newsletter subscribers were to

donate just $10 we would reach our goal. This

property could easily be closed off to the public

at anytime! Please help to keep this special

place open to all.

“Let's save this beautiful area for nature,

and for Johnson.  Certainly let's save it

from development!”  ~ Jane

Together, we can protect this important habitat

for deer, moose, bear and trout.  This project

will permanently protect nearly half a mile of

superb fishing waters and guarantee public access for anglers of all ages.  Let the next

generation enjoy this swimming hole as much as you do! 

“Journey's End is a magical place that I want my children 

to be able to visit.”  ~ Melissa

The VRC has raised $210,250 of the funds it needs to protect the 25-acre parcel.

We're hoping to close the remaining $12,000 by August 15. With your help we can keep

this Johnson treasure a pristine nature refuge for people and wildlife alike as part of the

Town of Johnson’s recreational lands.

http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/news/journeys-en
http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/support-the-vermont-river/online-donation


 

“Here's to making this jewel a permanent part of Johnson 

and Vermont.”  ~ Gary

We cannot protect Journey’s End without your help.  The Vermont River

Conservancy is accepting donations in any amount to ensure this project can be

completed soon.  Please donate today.

 

Paddle for the River: August 17

Join us at the Holbrook Point Campsite on the

Connecticut River on August 17th at noon.  We will

celebrate the legacy of Reggie Ellingwood and his

family for making increased public recreation access

to the Connecticut River possible.  After food and a

dedication ceremony, we will paddle a beautiful 9-mile

stretch from Canaan to Colebrook.

Please join us and our Razoo team on the CT River.

Please RSVP at vrc@vermontriverconservancy.org.  

FUNdraising Events

We are excited to announce several fundraising opportunities for this summer, using

our new crowdfunding Razoo platform! 

Check out VRC's Razoo page and explore the various ways you can support us.

North Face Race to the Top of Vermont

http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/support-the-vermont-river/online-donation
http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/holbrook-point
http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/news/august-17th-paddle-for-the-river
mailto:vrc@vermontriverconservancy.org?subject=RSVP%20CT%20Paddle
http://www.razoo.com/story/Vermont-River-Conservancy?referral_code=share


We are proud to be an official charity for this summer's North Face Race to the Top of

Vermont event held on August 25!  Physically challenge yourself before the summer

ends and enjoy beautiful 4.3 mile trek up Mount Mansfield! 

Join the VRC Race Team on Razoo (don't worry, competitiveness it not required) and

help raise funds for the VRC by getting family, friends and collegues to sponsor your

challnege in discovering your limits. 

Erik's Long Trail Hike

We are honored to have Erik Phillips-

Nania hike the Vermont Long Trail in

support of river protection.  He plans on

section hiking 30-65 miles per day, in 7

days or fewer. The average Long Trail

through-hiker is on the trail for 26-30 days.

The 2009 thru-hike record is 4 days 13

hours (averaging about 9.7 miles and 60

miles per day, respectively). 

Please spread the word and sponsor

Erik's amazing fast hike on the Vermont

Long Trail to benefit healthy rivers in

Vermont!

VRC Expands Across the CT River to New
Hampshire

The Vermont River Conservancy recently purchased 16 acres on the Connecticut

River to permanently protect public access for anglers and paddlers and river

enthusiasts – in New Hampshire!  The property is across the Connecticut River from

http://www.razoo.com/team/Race-To-The-Top-Of-Vermont-Vrc-Team?referral_code=share
http://www.razoo.com/story/Hiking-The-Long-Trail-For-Vrc


the already conserved Lyman Falls State Park in Vermont, and its beautiful cobble

beach is enjoyed by locals from Columbia New Hampshire as a favorite river recreation

spot.  Public access, and a network of campsites and access points along the CT

River, are important to the Vermont River Conservancy, and we look forward to

donating the conserved parcel to the Town of Columbia in the upcoming months, and

protecting access to the CT for everyone!  Funded by the Upper CT River Mitigation

Enhancement Fund through the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation.

Planting Trees on Protected Land

On a beautiful spring day in May, lands on the Mad River, protected by the Vermont

River Conservancy, got a make-over.  More than 30 students and faculty of the Green

Mountain Valley School worked with the Friends of the Mad River for more than 4 hours

on May 9th--and helped plant 300 trees and shrubs provided by the US Fish and

Wildlife Service.  Now these river banks, severely impacted by erosion caused by

Tropical Storm Irene, have a better chance of standing up to the next flood.  And

wildlife, on land and in the river, both benefit from the increased habitat and shading. 

Thanks to all who picked up their shovels and dug in for the river!

Flood Preparedness & Swimming Safety in
Times of Heavy Rain

Vermont rivers are full, and with more rain storms on the way please be flood smart:

http://www.nhcf.org/page.aspx?pid=673
http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/perot


clear out any clogged culverts on or near your property, turn around instead of driving

flooded roads, and respect the power of flooding rivers by moving yourself out of harms

way and securing important items.

Check out this great flood preparation checklist from the Friends of the Mad River.  And

stay up to date with the most recent flood warnings from the National Weather Service.

Also be mindful of the water level and currents in swimming holes and rivers; there

have been too many deaths already this year. 

While we encourage you to enjoy our protected swimming holes, you need to be

informed of the danger they pose and have healthy respect for the power of water,

especially in periods of heavy rain. 

Swimming Safety Tips: 

- don't swim alone or while drinking.

- be knowledgeable of the most recent rains upstream, and don't swim for about 24

hours after heavy local rain storms or thunder showers.

- check the current and depth of your swimming area, and be aware that hidden

currents in rivers are extremely common and can be very strong.

- float on your back with your feet facing downstream to get out of sticky situations. 

Welcome Chase Musgrove, our summer
intern!

Chase is our Stewardship and Communications

Intern. He is a recent graduate from the

University of Vermont and earned a B.S. in

Environmental Studies from the Rubenstein

School of Environment & Natural Resources.

His passion for environmental policy and

technology provide us with an excellent

springboard to further hone our projects.

River Currents
Watersheds United

http://www.friendsofthemadriver.org/documents/FloodPrepChecklist.pdf
http://www.friendsofthemadriver.org/documents/FloodPrepChecklist.pdf
http://water.weather.gov/ahps/


We are currently working with watershed groups around the state to create

Watersheds United VT. By increasing collaboration between watershed groups and

partners and connecting community-based watershed groups across Vermont with

resources, tools, and funding, it can support local watershed groups to more effectively

enhance and protect the health of Vermont's water resources.  

Get the latest new from Vermont River Conservancy!!

Now you can now find out about our conservation projects without delay: Friend
us or Like us on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter.

Please click here to unsubscribe from this list  or  update subscription preferences.

Vermont River Conservancy is a 501(c)(3); all donations are tax deductible.

29 Main St. Suite 11, Montpelier VT 05602 http://vermontriverconservancy.org
 802-229-0820
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