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Journey’s End Waterfall & Swimming Hole—Johnson VT 
With tremendous community and foundation support, “Journey’s End” swimming 

hole in Johnson VT is now protected for all to enjoy. The land adjoining the falls was 

on the market as a house lot, and could have been posted with “No Trespassing” 

signs.  By conserving this land, VRC has permanently protected public access to the 

Journey’s End swimming hole, provided access for anglers to a 2,500 foot reach of 

Foote Brook renowned for its high quality trout habitat, and conserved 25 acres of 

woods with deer yards, songbird habitat, and forested buffer protecting the ecological 

values of Foote Brook.  The Town of Johnson is now the long-term owner of this 

beautiful place, and will manage it as a natural and recreational area for Johnson  

residents and visitors to enjoy in all seasons. 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this success:  Major funding was provided by the VT Housing & Conservation 

Board.  Additional support from Fields Pond, the Vermont Community Foundation Green Mountain Fund, the Lintilhac 

Foundation, Rock Art Brewery, Concept 2, G.W. Tatro Construction, Johnson State College Student Government, VT ANR 

Fish and Wildlife Public Access grant, VT State Employees Credit Union, and the VRC Canute Dalmasse Legacy 

Fund, along with over 120 individual donors who cherish this special place, helped us reach our goal.  Thanks to all! 

Bristol Flats River Corridor Easement & Public Access —Bristol, VT 
 

The Saunders family has farmed along the New Haven River for generations.  

After Tropical Storm Irene drastically altered the river channel running through 

their land, the Saunders were forced to reassess the long-term costs of farming the 

floodplains of their family land.  The Town of Bristol experienced the impacts of 

flooding firsthand, and wanted to help protect open floodplains around the Town 

to minimize future flood damage.  VRC, together with the state partners, have 

protected these river lands for flood resiliency and public river recreation.  The 

land was donated to the Town of Bristol to keep the character of Bristol Flats 

alive while allowing the river to move and change as it will.  Bristol Flats is a  

win-win for flood resiliency, farmers, towns and river recreationalists.   

 
Funded by the VT Agency of Natural Resources Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program, Vermont Housing &  

Conservation Board, New Haven River Anglers Association, and the Town of Bristol Conservation Reserve Fund. 

River Access Improvement Projects—6 river sites around VT 
 

Paddlers, anglers, and visitors who love rivers now have six easier ways to access the 

water.  River access features include stone and wooden steps, boat ramps, stone benches 

for enjoying the water’s edge, improved drainage at 

access sites, and signage and kiosks with visitor    

information.  The Missisquoi, Winooski, Connecticut, 

North Branch of the Winooski, and the White Rivers 

are all benefiting, with work ongoing through this fall.  

Improving access at these sites minimizes erosion         

and benefits water quality, making visiting these    

rivers more safe and enjoyable for a variety of users. 

Funded by the VT Fish & Wildlife Non-Motorized Boat Access Grant,  

with matching grants and in-kind donations from Winooski Headwaters Fund,  

TransCanada, Tillotson Foundation, Northern Forest Canoe Trail Fund, Silvio Conte 

Refuge, Lake Champlain Basin Program, and many local donors and volunteers.  

Northern Forest Canoe Trail crew building 
stone steps at Enosburg Falls River Access 

Park, Enosburg Falls, Missisquoi River 

Peavine Riverside Park, Bethel, White River 

River bank restoration work will include a vegetated  
buffer to improve bank stability and wildlife habitat.   



Vermont River Conservancy Initiatives:  Join us as we invest in exciting new ways to 

enhance our relationships with our watersheds and riverlands.  
 

Watersheds United Vermont 

Vermont River Conservancy has been awarded a three year capacity building grant from Ben 

& Jerry’s Foundation to help create Watersheds United Vermont.  With a mission to connect 

community-based watershed groups in Vermont with the knowledge, tools, and networks 

needed to more effectively enhance and protect the health of Vermont water resources, VRC 

will support this state-wide affiliation to improve communication and collaboration around 

watershed issues in Vermont. 
 

Land Conservation for Flood Resilience 

Conserving floodplains, increasing planted riparian buffers, and allowing rivers to meander 

naturally through their corridors helps release a river’s energy during intense flood events—

and helps protect homes, bridges and buildings from bearing the brunt of the flood impact.  

VRC is partnering with local watershed groups, the VT State Department of Environmental 

Conservation Rivers Program, and working collaboratively with landowners to conserve these 

important lands.  In 2014, VRC is partnering with the Vermont Housing and Conservation 

Board to conserve properties eligible for Irene disaster relief buy-outs through FEMA.   
 

River Friendly Farming on Conserved Lands 

With funding from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters and support from a University of  

Vermont Master’s student, VRC is investigating how River Friendly Farming can benefit 

farmers and rivers in Vermont.  Our conservation easements create vegetated buffers along 

river banks.  By exploring what agriculturally productive native plantings work best in these 

buffers, VRC is helping keep farmers economically strong and our rivers shaded with  

excellent wildlife habitat, while fostering new relationships with our riverlands.   
 

Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail 

Launching a boat, paddling downstream, camping in a beautiful floodplain forest by the 

river’s edge—all made possible by the growing network of boat put-ins and public access 

campsites along the Connecticut River.  In 2013, Lyman Falls River Access in New Hamp-

shire was added, and work continues on conserving three islands in the river, stewarding the 

existing campsites, and creating new Paddlers’ Trails along other major rivers in Vermont.  

For more information visit www.connecticutriverpaddlerstrail.org. 

2014 Featured River Access Project:   Big Falls River Access—Missisquoi River, North Troy, VT 

 
VRC is working with landowners who wish to donate a spectacular 2.2 

acre property located at the base of “Big Falls” on the Missisquoi River 

to VRC for perpetual conservation.  Big Falls is the highest undammed 

waterfall in Vermont, and the Vermont River Conservancy took special 

interest in protecting public access to this natural jem for swimming and 

fishing.  This small property hosts rich biodiversity, including Silver 

Maple-Ostrich Fern Floodplain Forest and rare River Cobble Shore and 

Erosional River Bluff natural communities; its natural beauty and  

habitat values are unparalleled.  Because of the Missisquoi River’s 

pending designation as a Wild and Scenic River, potentially the first in 

Vermont to achieve this distinction, VRC hopes to further protect the 

characteristics that make this river so special.  VRC is exploring joining 

this property with the Village of North Troy’s adjacent land, thus increasing recreational river access and protecting a  

significant upstream floodplain forest.  Your support is needed now to protect access for all to enjoy Big Falls. 
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