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INTRODUCTION 
 
This cultural resource assessment for the historic Davis Property, located in Bloomfield, 
Vermont, was conducted for NR 385: Land Conservation, Theory & Practice as part of the 
graduate-level curriculum of the Department of Natural Resources at the University of 
Vermont.  For the final project of the semester-long class, each student was asked to select a 
project pertaining to the practice of land conservation and report and present the information 
found.  Using those stipulated guidelines, this report examines the real-world context of land 
conservation along the Nulhegan River corridor in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont, 
specifically examining the relationship between cultural resource preservation and land 
conservation for the historic Davis property along the Nulhegan River.   
 
Located near the juncture between the main stem and the East Branch of the Nulhegan River, 
the roughly 7-acre historic Davis property is situated along Vermont Route 105 within a 
prime wildlife corridor.  The property features a small residence, a barn, and remnants of 
some outbuildings, amidst an open meadow with vestiges of evergreen plantations adjacent 
to the East Branch.  Allegedly, this property was once part of a horse farm for the extensive 
logging operations in the region during the late 19th century.   
 
Currently, the Vermont River Conservancy is in the process of purchasing the parcel to 
conserve a strategic point along the river. As stated on their website, the organization “is a 
statewide, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization supported by people who believe the protection 
of exceptional water-related lands is essential to the quality of life in Vermont… The mission 
of the Vermont River Conservancy is to preserve and aid in the preservation of undeveloped 
land along rivers, lakes, and wetlands of Vermont to protect public access, wildlife habitat, 
scenic natural beauty, and ecological integrity.”1  With this mission, the property offers many 
benefits to the Vermont River Conservancy including the ability to: 
 

• Protect the geomorphologically active processes of the Nulhegan River 

                                                 
1 The Vermont River Conservancy website. http://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/htdocs/welcome.html  
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• Offer direct public access to the nearly pristine river 
• Provide connections to hundreds of miles of recreational canoe trails and thousands of 

acres of conserved land (former Champion lands) 
• Protect an important wildlife corridor 

 
Previous land conservation efforts in the region have conserved thousands of acres of former 
Champion lands for public access and continued logging industry to support the economic 
base of the area.  Though not immediately adjacent to the former Champion lands, the 
historic Davis property can contribute to the area and become a small piece within a larger 
patchwork of large-scale land conservation in the Northeast Kingdom.   
 
While the benefits of conserving the natural resources of the site are evident, concerns arose 
regarding the structural integrity of the house and associated outbuildings as potential 
liabilities for the Vermont River Conservancy.  While seemingly insignificant resources, it is 
important to assess these buildings and other potential resources as additional site benefits. 
Guided by Steve Libby, Executive Director of the Vermont River Conservancy, the authors 
of this report examined the property in depth from a cultural resources and historic 
preservation perspective.  This illustrated report is a synthesis and summary of cultural 
resource assessment for the historic Davis property.   
 
 
SCOPE OF WORK & METHODOLOGY 
 
In general, the scope of work for the Cultural Resource Assessment for the Historic Davis 
Property is to examine the relationship between cultural resource preservation and land 
conservation for the historic Davis property along the Nulhegan River.  More specifically, 
this report aims to: 
  

• Research the history of the property 
• Conduct an on-site cultural resource assessment 
• Gain an understanding of the origins and evolution of the property  
• Identify site cultural resources of historical value 
• Formulate recommendations to achieve land conservation and cultural resource 

preservation objectives 
 
By expanding upon the history of the site, this report will serve as a more comprehensive 
planning tool to guide the Vermont River Conservancy in conservation and preservation 
efforts for this unique landscape. 
 
At the outset of the project, archival research conducted, consulting repositories for primary 
source documentation and reviewing published sources for background information about the 
property, Bloomfield, and the Northeast Kingdom.  Repositories consulted include:   
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• University of Vermont Special Collections 
• State of Vermont Historical Society Library 
• Bloomfield Historical Society, Roger Couture  
• Bloomfield Town Records, Town Clerk’s Office 

 
A variety of relevant historic and contemporary archival materials, including photographs, 
newspaper articles, town histories, contextual studies, archeological reports, and other 
published and unpublished documents gave evidence of the property evolution over time.  
During the research process, the authors were able to interview Roger Couture, Bloomfield 
resident and author of the town history, who provided valuable insight to the history and 
development of the town.  The chronology compiled from the historic documents and 
interview is included in Chapters II and III, forming the basis of the contextual and site 
history.   
 
Following the archival research, detailed on-site field reconnaissance was conducted of the 
existing physical conditions of the buildings on the historic Davis property.  Additionally, 
other significant cultural resources, such as vegetation and built elements, were located and 
noted.  From the fieldwork and available aerial photographs, a base map was created to show 
the location of existing cultural resources.  The existing cultural resources of the property are 
addressed in Chapter IV.  
 
Following the research and on-site inventory, the gathered information was analyzed to more 
accurately address the relationship between land conservation and cultural resource 
preservation.  Public access and interpretation of the historic Davis property was also 
considered. Ideas and recommendations for achieving both natural and cultural preservation 
objectives are outlined in Chapter V.   
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THE NULHEGAN BASIN: TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR 
 
The historic Davis property is a seven-acre parcel of land wedged between Vermont Route 
105 to the north and the East Branch of the Nulhegan River to the west and south. At the 
property’s eastern boundary is the historic Stevens Farm, now owned by Darlene Belknap.  
Because of its geographic location on the river, numerous cultural influences have affected 
its development.  Of these, transportation associated with industry and early settlement 
patterns of Bloomfield have played a significant role in the resource use and settlement of the 
region for centuries.  More specifically to the Davis property, Vermont Route 105, the 
Nulhegan River, and the Grand Trunk Railway to the south of the river to the south are three 
major influences that have impacted the development of the property. [Figure II.1]  
 
The River as Road 
 
Long before people of European descent made the first pitches in what is now the town of 
Bloomfield, the 20 mile stretch of the Nulhegan River provided an important link in a “well-
traveled highway”1 used by the Abenaki.  The route provided travel between communities on 
the St. Francis and St. Lawrence rivers in Quebec to the Coos region along the Connecticut 
River and to settlements on the coast of Maine.2 [Figure II.2] Some evidence of this activity 
may be found in the Native American sites that have been identified along the Nulhegan 
River between the village of Island Pond and the Connecticut River. These sites are primarily 
places where individual artifacts have been found and, as little formal archaeological work 
has been undertaken in the region, firm dates have not been established for these sites.3 
 
One of the first non-native Americans of European lineage to use the Nulhegan River is 
thought to be John Stark, captured in New Hampshire in 1752 by a group of Abenaki.  He 

                                                 
1 Colin Gordon Calloway, The American Revolution in Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in Native American 
Communities (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 80. 
2 Stephen Scharoun et al., People, Land and History: The Cultural Landscape of the Nulhegan District 
(Farmington, Maine: University of Maine, 2001), 18. 
3 Scharoun et al., 22-24. 
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may have been led along this same route to the village of Odanak on the St. Francis River. 
Stark’s firsthand knowledge of Northern Vermont and Quebec during his capture later 
proved valuable during his service as a Revolutionary War Captain.4 
 
A mere seven years after Stark’s misadventure, the Nulhegan River entered into another 
well-known historic event. In this case, the story is of Major Robert Rogers who, in October 
of 1759, following orders from Lord Geoffrey Amherst, led a raid on the Abenaki village of 
Odanak. Pursued by survivors of the raid, Rogers’ men split into three groups on their retreat 
and haphazardly made their way back to Fort Number Four in Charlestown, New 
Hampshire.5 One party of “Rogers Rangers” is said to have followed the Nulhegan River to 
the Connecticut before heading south.6  
 
In the three historic cases described above, people utilized the Nulhegan River as a 
transportation corridor, quite possibly moving right across the Davis property. As relatively 
level piece of land at the confluence of the East Branch and main branch of the river, the 
Davis property might have made an appealing stop on the route for weary travelers. 
 
The Hegan Road 
 
As transportation routes shifted away from rivers and waterways, roads became an ever-
increasing feature within the landscape.  The earliest account of a road in the Bloomfield area 
is a “wagon road” often referred to as the Magog Road.7 The Magog Road ran south of the 
Hegan Road, through what is now the town of Brunswick, to the notch between North Notch 
and Notch Pond Mountains. Though its route west of the notch is unclear, the Magog Road is 
thought to have run through the village of Island Pond and from there in a northwesterly 
track to the town of Magog on Lake Memphramagog in Quebec.8  
 
Later the Magog Road was replaced by the Hegan Road, which was voted a public highway 
by Bloomfield citizens in 1833.  Nearly 20 years later in 1850, the Hegan Road was extended 
to Island Pond in association with the construction of the Grand Trunk Railway.9 The 
completion of the Hegan Road and the subsequent neglect of the Magog Road were 
responsible, in part, for the increasing prominence of the town of Bloomfield over the earlier 
center at Brunswick. 
 
Today, Vermont Route 105 roughly follows the alignment of the Hegan Road. A significant 
s-curve in the road just east of the Davis property was straightened in 1941 to increase travel 

                                                 
4 Milton Sylvester Herbert, Indian Wars of New England, vol. III (Boston: W.B. Clarke Company, 1910)  434. 
5 Michael Sherman, Gene Sessions and P. Jeffrey Potash, Freedom and Unity: A History of Vermont, (Barre, 
Vermont: Vermont Historical Society, 2004), 68. 
6 Scharoun et al., 19. 
7 Scharoun et al., 59.  
8 Scharoun et al., 37. 
9 Scharoun et al., 43. 
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speeds and reduce sharp horizontal and vertical curves. [Figure II.3] The topography old of 
the former road bed along with a dry-laid stone retaining wall can still be seen on the 
neighboring Steven Farm parcel today.  To the west, the former c. 1920s reinforced concrete 
bridge remains parallel to the steel bridge on Route 105.  The current alignment of Route 105 
abuts the Davis property to the north, linking Island Pond to the west and Bloomfield to the 
east.   
 
The Grand Trunk Railroad 
 
Completed in 1853, the Grand Trunk Railroad linked interior Canada with Great Britain and 
Western Europe and was promoted as the “first international railroad in the world.” The rail 
line ran from Portland, Maine, through New Hampshire entering Vermont at Bloomfield and 
continued to Island Pond (a major railroad hub) northeasterly to Montreal, Quebec.10 [Figure 
II.4] 
 
Its development was driven by business interests in Montreal and Portland. Montreal was in 
need of an ice-free winter port to ship goods, and Portland offered the additional advantage 
of being closer to Europe than the ports of both New York and Boston.11  
 
Though the history of Grand Trunk Railroad is replete with struggles relating to competition, 
maintenance problems, and difficulties resulting from the company’s decision to lay non-
standard gauge track, it did fuel a remarkable level of business activity in the Nulhegan Basin 
during the mid-century. The Hon. William Burbank, writing for Abby Maria Hemenway’s 
Vermont Gazetteer, stated that Bloomfield “by the stimulus imparted to it by the construction 
of the Grand Trunk Railroad . . . is becoming a town of considerable importance so that no 
town in the county now presents greater inducements to settlers.”12  
 
 
BLOOMFIELD’S BEGINNINGS 
 
Human activity has been documented in the Nulhegan Basin, including the land that now 
comprises the town of Bloomfield, for centuries. Further archaeological investigation in the 
area may determine if the use of the Nulhegan River as a link in a long-distance travel route 
dates back even farther, perhaps to the archaic period (7000 – 1000 BC), as the discovery of 
an archaic projectile point on the lower Nulhegan seems to indicate.13 [Figure II.5] It is 
interesting to note that the name “Nulhegan” has been identified as an Abenaki word 

                                                 
10  Scharoun et al., 58. 
11 Scharoun et al., 58. 
12 Abby Maria Hemenway, The Vermont Historical Gazetteer, vol. 1 (Burlington, Vermont, 1867), 950. 
13 Scharoun et al., 16. 
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meaning “my log trap” suggesting that a fish weir may have been constructed by Native 
Americans somewhere along the river.14 
 
Formal attempts by those of English descent to make use of land in the Nulhegan Basin did 
not begin until the mid-18th century when the provincial governor of New Hampshire, 
Benning Wentworth, began making grants to land west of the Connecticut River. In July of 
1762, Governor Wentworth issued a charter for the town of Minehead; the town would 
eventually be renamed Bloomfield.  
 

The charter of the township was granted to Rev. Noah Waddams and sixty-
three others, in seventy equal shares, two shares being granted to Governor 
Wentworth, one share to the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, one share for a glebe for the church of England, and 
one share for the first settled minister, and one share for the benefit of a school 
in said town.15 

 
The towns of Averill, Lemingtown and Lewis were chartered on the same day. All would 
later become part of Essex County, one of six new counties created in November of 1792 
when Chittenden and Orange Counties were subdivided.16 These towns also shared many 
proprietors with Minehead, most of whom were land speculators based in Connecticut.17 
 
Despite the granting of townships, English settlers were reluctant to move into Northern 
Vermont during the French and Indian Wars, as the Western Abenaki had allied themselves 
with the French Canada.18 In the decades that followed the wars, settlement proceeded 
northward. The town of Minehead, however, was not settled until after the American 
Revolution. [Figure II.6] 
 
The first settlement is thought to have been in 1796 by a man named Thomas Lamkin. When 
the town was formally organized six years later19 close to thirty other “pitches” had been 
made.20 The first village center was located to the north of the current village, then known as 
South Bloomfield. In 1811, a post office opened in the town only to be discontinued two 

                                                 
14 Esther Monroe Swift, Vermont Place-Names: Footprints of History (Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1996) 
196. 
15 Hamilton Child, The Gazetteer of Caledonia and Essex Counties, Vermont, 1764 – 1887, (Syracuse, New 
York: Syracuse Journal Co., 1887) 390. 
16 Swift, 195. 
17 Susan Kelley, “Our Towns: Bloomfield, Essex County,” Burlington Free Press, April 9, 1991, 1A – 1. 
18 Richard Ewald, Cultural Landscape of the Connecticut River in New Hampshire & Vermont, A Report to the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, From the Connecticut River Joint Commissions 13. 
19 Austin Jacobs Coolidge and J.B. Mansfield, A History and Description of New England, General and Local, 
vol. I (Boston: Austin J. Coolidge 1859), 750. 
20 Hemenway, 950. 
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years later. The post office was reopened in 1825, but continued to open and close 
periodically as the town’s population rose and fell.21  
 
The name of the town was changed from Minehead to Bloomfield in 1830 by an act of the 
state legislature. The new name may have been chosen to honor Joseph Bloomfield, a hero of 
the Battle of Plattsburgh, or it may simply have been selected for its bucolic allusions.22  
 
Putting Bloomfield on the Map: The Lumber Industry  
 
Industry arrived in Bloomfield in 1849 with the construction of a lumber mill beside the 
Connecticut River at the outlet of the Nulhegan. The mill was built by brothers Elisha and 
William Baldwin of Stratford, New Hampshire who had previously constructed mills in their 
hometown. As no rail line yet existed, the Baldwin Brothers transported the machinery for 
their mills 130 miles from Portland, Maine. William became a resident of Bloomfield, 
presumably to better oversee their new business.23  
 

“The first lumber this firm sawed there [Baldwin Mill] was rafted in May, 
1851, and was the first sent to Massachusetts through the canal at Fifteen-mile 
Falls, and was also the first lumber rafted for transportation down the Upper 
Connecticut.”24   
 

In the early years of lumbering, logs were moved down rivers in “rafts.” For softwood logs, 
this technique was quickly discarded in favor of driving loose logs.25 Each river drive was an 
enormous undertaking, sometimes involving hundreds of men moving hundreds of thousands 
of logs. [Figure II.7] Horses, transported on large rafts, were used to help free logs that got 
caught along the run. This work was so hard on the horses that many had to be replaced 
along the route.26 Supplies were moved down the river in long narrow bateaux or in a 
“wangan train” that traveled on the shore.27 Even camp cooks and their kitchen operations 
were set up on rafts to feed the men that followed the logs. [Figures II.8 & II.9]  
 
The completion of the Grand Trunk Railroad in 1853 enabled milled lumber to be transported 
easily overland to the coast where it could be loaded onto ships bound for foreign ports.28 For 
                                                 
21 Swift, 200. 
22 Swift, 200. 
23 Ezra S. Stearns, Genealogical and Family History of the State of New Hampshire, vol. I (New York: The 
Lewis Publishing Company, 1908), 69. 
24 Stearns, 69. 
25 Robert E. Pike, Tall Trees, Tough Men: A Vivid Anecdotal History of Logging and Log-Driving in New 
England, (New York: W.W. Norton Company, 1964), 206. 
26 Robert E. Pike, “The Last Drive,” in This American River: Five Centuries of Writing About the Connecticut, 
ed. W.D. Wetherell (Hanover, New Hampshire: University Press of New Hampshire), 136. 
27 Stewart H. Holbrook, “Third Lake to Mt. Tom,” in This American River: Five Centuries of Writing About the 
Connecticut, ed. W.D. Wetherell (Hanover, New Hampshire: University Press of New England, 2002), 130. 
28 Scharoun et al., 58. 
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hardwood logs which, lacking sufficient buoyancy that could not be transported via river 
drives, the railroad offered a viable overland alternative. Bloomfield was still in its initial 
development at this point with descriptions of the Nulhegan River area along the Grand 
Trunk as “little else than a vast forest of pine, hemlock and cedar, intermingled with birch, 
maple, and other deciduous trees.”29 
 
In 1862, when the Hon. William Burbank wrote the section on Bloomfield for Abby Maria 
Hemenway’s Vermont Gazetteer, he stated that “…the Messres. Baldwin have a superior 
establishment for manufacturing lumber of all kinds, furnishing employment to numerous 
hands….” Interestingly, Burbank also sheds light on the state of settlement in Bloomfield 
noting that “Only that portion in the vicinity of the Connecticut and Nulhegan rivers has as 
yet become settled, but the town is gradually increasing in population and wealth…”30 
 
By the early 1870s, the Nulhegan Lumber Company took over the Baldwin Mill site and 
came to own much of the land in Bloomfield.31 Located at the site of the current town center, 
the village of South Bloomfield had developed to support the activities of the lumber 
industry. Not surprisingly, the only store in the village of South Bloomfield was also owned 
and operated by the company.32  
 
During the summer months, the Nulhegan Lumber Company employed 120 men and in the 
winter as many as 350 men.33 The growth of the operation seems to have caused alarm in 
some quarters. In his Gazetteer of Caledonia and Essex Counties, Hamilton Child notes that 
“The timber lands are fast being denuded of their growth by the great capacity of the 
Nulhegan Lumber Company.”34 In 1873, the Essex County Herald reported on the 
“denudation of the forest” and the “voracious, unsustainable pace of industry.”35  
 
While the lumber and milling industries spurred development of Bloomfield at the 
confluence of the Connecticut and Nulhegan Rivers, some activities brought to the town by 
the lumber industry might not have been appreciated in all quarters. North Stratford, directly 
east of Bloomfield across the Connecticut River, apparently had a reputation for being the 
“liveliest” of the Connecticut River towns in the years of the big river drives. One resident 
and veteran of the lumber boom remembered that “if the camps shut down in the winter, or if 
the logs jammed on the drive, our little village suddenly became a loud and busy metropolis, 
and often a violent one, I know. For two years I worked in the Grand Trunk depot, the right 

                                                 
29 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 39. 
30 Hemenway, 950. 
31 Scharoun et al., 54. 
32 Scharoun et al., 54. 
33 Scharoun et al., 54. 
34 Child, 390. 
35 Scharoun et al., 41. 
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place to see the boys when they came to town.”36 Undoubtedly, in those circumstances, 
similar activity would have occurred over the bridge to the west in Bloomfield. 
 
The Nulhegan Lumber Company mill burned in 1885 but was rebuilt and, in 1892, the 
operation was bought by George Van Dyke, renowned lumber baron and owner of the 
Connecticut River Lumber Company. [Figure II.10] In 1902, with an eye on expanding his 
holdings, Van Dyke renamed the company the Connecticut Valley Lumber Company. Two 
year later, he closed the mill in Bloomfield, eventually shipping the salvaged machinery to 
his mill in Mt. Tom, Massachusetts. Although the lumber industry continued to play a 
significant economic role in the region, the loss of a major mill at the outlet of the Nulhegan 
had an enormous impact on the town of Bloomfield. From 1890 to 1920 the population of the 
town dropped more than 46% to 382.37   
 
No mill jobs were available, but logging camps continued to draw seasonal workers to the 
area and logs continued to be transported via river drives down the Nulhegan to other mills 
on the Connecticut. One drive down the East Branch of the Nulhegan in 1908 has gone down 
in the annals of lumbering history as the most remarkable drive ever.38  
 
By the first decade of the 20th century, logging operations had pushed north up the East 
Branch of the Nulhegan. The river became steeper in its northern reaches, requiring an 
extraordinary amount to engineering to maintain and control the movement of the logs along 
it. The primary work of preparation for the 1908 drive consisted of constructing numerous 
“squirt dams” or “splash dams” on feeder streams along the East Branch. These were used to 
provide a necessary extra push at key spots along the drive. In addition, far more “log 
landings” were constructed than would normally have been required. This meant that the logs 
could be spread out farther along the run. The final complicating factor was that two drives 
had been scheduled by two different logging operations at virtually the same time—one run 
of long logs and one run of four-foot pulpwood. Miraculously, this double drive was 
managed successfully with only a bit of the pulpwood washing away in the process. 
 
The last log drive down the Connecticut River took place in April of 1915. Run by the 
Connecticut Valley Lumber Company, it was an ambitious endeavor with more than five 
hundred men employed to work the drive. Logs were fed into the Connecticut from streams 
north of (and most likely including) the Nulhegan. By the time the drive reached Bloomfield-
North Stratford there were sixty-five million feet of logs in the river.39  
 
Unfortunately, at this juncture, ice in the river caused an enormous log jam. It was “the worst 
log jam ever seen,” according to one observer.40 The log jam resulted in flooding along the 
                                                 
36 Holbrook, 129. 
37 Holbrook, 65. 
38 Holbrook, 207. 
39 Robert E. Pike, “The Last Drive” 131. This would be equivalent to more than two million thirty-foot logs. 
40 Pike, 132. 
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river. Flood waters damaged homes, barns and sections of the Grand Trunk Railroad track, 
the latter damage leading to a lawsuit. Finally, after days of labor and the strategic use of 
dynamite, the jam was broken up and logs of the last drive were free to continue their long 
journey to Mt. Tom.41 
 
Stewart Holbrook, writing in 1961, pondered the quiet he found on the upper reaches of the  
Connecticut River and compared it to the quiet he remembered from his childhood, after the 
passing of a log drive. 
 

“Our streets came suddenly to life. So did the river. Even a small jam was an 
event. Then, just as suddenly, the men, the horses, the bateaux, and the logs 
disappeared, leaving a void from which it took weeks to recover. Over on the 
wangan lot there were no cheery fires, no white tents. The river was empty, 
save for a few stray logs floating idly. The stream muttered and grumbled no 
longer. The village lights seamed to have gone out. Over all was an infinite 
hush one associates with funerals. The drive had gone down.” 

 
In the 1920s, the sagging lumber industry in the Bloomfield area got a boost from the 
construction of a sugar barrel mill across the Connecticut River in North Stratford. This 
development was followed, in 1922, by the construction of a logging railroad along the East 
Branch of the Nulhegan River. Subsequent logging camps were also set up, parallel to the 
railroad.  A single track twenty-five miles long, the railroad transported hardwood out of the 
dwindling forest north of the river. Hardwood does not float and so could not be driven down 
the East Branch as had softwood logs in the previous century. The East Branch logging 
railroad was one of the few such lines ever constructed in Vermont.42 [Figure II.11] 
 
Farming the Nulhegan Basin 
 
While dominant in the region, the lumber business was not the only way to make a living in 
19th century Bloomfield. The Hon. William Burbank, writing in Hemenway’s Vermont 
Gazetteer noted that “meadow or interval farms are found on the banks of the Connecticut 
and Nulhegan Rivers.” He went on to say that the “soil is mainly good; in certain sections it 
is very excellent . . . .”43 
 
In his own Gazetteer of Caledonia and Essex Counties, Hamilton Child concurred, stating 
that “towards the East and Black branches of the Nulhegan River is some very fine farming 
land.”44  Interestingly, the Davis property, the subject of this study, is located along the East 
Branch near its confluence with the main branch of the Nulhegan River, in the area identified 
by Child as “very fine” for farming purposes.  Additionally, Child noted the overall quality 
                                                 
41 Pike, 132. 
42 Pike, Tall Trees, Tough Men, 162. 
43 Hemenway, 950. 
44 Child, 390. 
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of productive agricultural soils in Essex County with “rich alluvial drift…good soil 
especially for grass and potatoes…” and mentioned the following agricultural statistics for 
the county based on the 1880 census. 45 
 Number of farms    752 
 Number of farms cultivated by owners 695  
 Value of farms    $1,716,730 
 Value of livestock       $323,192 
 Value of farm products      $424,526 
 Average value of product by farm            $565 
 Land in farm (acres)        193,357  
 Improved land (acres)          83,425 
 Tillage (acres)           46,657 
 Land in natural grass and orchards        36,768 
 Woodland (acres)        106,677  
 
Agricultural production in Essex County produced large quantities of hay, grain, poultry, 
honey, apples, butter, and cheese.  Livestock included horses, cows, sheep, and swine.  Child 
concluded that “surely this is not bad for so small a population that are included to neglect 
their farms for the lumbering interest.”46 
 
Additional information on traditional agricultural practices in the region is found in a 
comprehensive report entitled, People Land and History: The Cultural Landscape of the 
Nulhegan District, produced for the Vermont Land Trust by the Archaeology Research 
Center at the University of Maine.  Four types of farms are identified as having been present 
historically in the Nulhegan Basin. These types are: upland farm, river farm, gentlemen’s 
farm and company farm.47 Although not specifically identified in the University of Maine 
report, the farm that included the Davis property would clearly have fallen into the category 
of “river farm.” The University of Maine report indicates that most river farms were 
“associated with the fertile intervales along the Connecticut River,” but the report goes on to 
describe in detail the Stevens Farm located on the Nulhegan River immediately to the east of 
the Davis Property.48 
 
Agriculture and the lumber industry were inextricably linked in the Nulhegan Basin as the 
latter provided a substantial market for the former. Local farmers raised draft animals for the 
industry as well as meat, potatoes, beans and other food products for the many laborers 
employed by the lumber companies.49 Lumber camps dotted the landscape of the Nulhegan 
Basin; six appear on a 1929 map along the East Branch of the Nulhegan, directly north of the 
Davis property. [Figure II.12 and II.13] 
                                                 
45 Child, 23. 
46 Child, 33. 
47 Scharoun et al., 41-43. 
48 Scharoun et al., 42. 
49 Scharoun et al., 41. 
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In his study Ten Vermont Towns: Social and Economic Characteristics, 1850-1870, Holman 
Jordan examined commodities produced in commercial quantities in four “hill towns” 
including Bloomfield. For all three decades covered in his study, Jordan found that butter 
was produced in the highest quantities by far, followed by potatoes and maple sugar. Other 
measurable commodities included cheese and wool, which reflect the products listed in the 
1880 census, as noted by Child. 
 
Any number of agricultural products would have found a ready local market during the 
lumber boom in Bloomfield. The farm that included the Davis property was extremely well 
located being in an area recognized for high soil quality and near the convergence of the East 
Branch and the main branch of the Nulhegan—the very heart of lumbering activities. Both 
the Grand Trunk Railroad and the later logging railroad along the East Branch may have 
provided nearby transport for agricultural products. Due in part to the strong local market and 
in part to the rugged terrain, the farm probably remained somewhat diversified even as farms 
in other regions of the state began to specialize. 
 
It is not entirely clear what the Davis property farm would have looked like, but a reasonable 
case might be made for a comparison with the neighboring Stevens Farm. Also located along 
the Nulhegan River, immediately to the east of the Davis property, the Stevens Farm has 
been somewhat better documented. Over the years, the two neighboring farms were 
sometimes owned and operated by members of the same family and at other times by 
families related by marriage. Even when under the ownership of unrelated families, it is 
reasonable to assume that these two farms would have had similar operations. 
 
A large gable-fronted bank barn dating to the late nineteenth century, perhaps to 1896, 
survives on the Stevens Farm property.50 The barn was restored in 2001 with the assistance 
of a grant from the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. An associated farmhouse on 
the property, the earliest portion of which may have dated to 182351, was destroyed by fire. 
Sherry Belknap, owner of the Stevens Farm property at the time of the barn restoration, noted 
in his grant application that the barn already appeared “old” when his grandfather bought the 
property in 1921. Mr. Belknap recalled that pigs had once been housed in the ground floor of 
the structure, a use typical for the lowest level of this style of barn.52 He went on to add that 
he and his wife kept heifers on the main floor of the barn and stored baled hay in the loft.53  
Other historic elements still present on the Stevens farm at the time of the barn restoration 
project included an historic milk house, remnants of an apple orchard and a softwood 
plantation.   
 
                                                 
50 Scharoun et al., 43. 
51 Sherry Belknap, Barn Grant Application to the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, 2001, 12. 
52 Thomas Durant Visser, Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings (Hanover, New Hampshire: 
University Press of New England, 1997), 70. 
53 Belknap, 12. 
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It seems clear that, like many farms established in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont in the 
nineteenth century, the farm that encompassed the Davis property began as a diversified 
subsistence farm. However, this particular farm property is unique in because of its location, 
placed it at the very heart of logging activity and along one of the major transportation 
corridors during the region’s lumber boom. While one may assume that the presence of the 
lumber industry would have had a positive impact on the prosperity of the farm, specific 
documentation on the property and its owners is limited.   
 
Bloomfield Today 
 
Today, the densest settlement in Bloomfield is located at the intersection of Routes 102 and 
105, formerly known as South Bloomfield.  The original village to the north is marked by a 
cemetery.54  Though much of the surrounding area was logged off in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, the land today is largely temperate boreal forest with fir, spruce, and mixed 
hardwoods.55  Former agricultural fields and once clear-cut land have reverted back to 
successional forests.   
 
The lumber industry and agricultural production have dwindled in the past few decades, but 
the decline has aided in the establishment of new forms of land use in the area.  Industrial 
forest and paper company lands owned by corporations for more than a century have begun 
to be sold on the real estate market.  Doing so not only opens opportunities for other 
ventures, but also changes the “relationship between the people who lived, worked, hunted, 
and fished” in the area.56  Fortunately, multiple partners have come together to preserve this 
“way of life” and these recreational values.  The first of these conservation partnerships 
occurred in 1988, when approximately 22,400 acres of Diamond International land in 
Vermont was sold to an out-of-state private development company.57  The Nature 
Conservancy and local residents joined forces to secure 7,600 acres, which was later 
conveyed to the State Agency of Natural Resources to preserve the rural heritage of the 
Northeast Kingdom. 
 
More recently, the Champion International Lands project in 1999 forged another creative 
partnership to conserve important wildlife habitats and recreational opportunities.  As stated 
in the Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom 
 

 “132,000 acres of forested land owned by Champion International—nearly a 
third of Essex County—was bought…by the Conservation Fund, another 
non-profit organization, for $26 million.  This land became Vermont’s West 
Mountain Wildlife Management Area, the Silvio O. Conte U.S. Fish and 

                                                 
54 Vermont Place-Names: Footprints of History, Esther Munroe Swift, Vermont Historical Society, Picton 
Press, Camden, Maine: page 200. 
55 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 54. 
56 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 56. 
57 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 56. 
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Wildlife Refuge-Nulhegan Basin Division, and Essex Timber Company 
lands.  These land transitions serve both conservation and economic needs, 
linking environmentalists with timber companies through collaborative 
partnerships.  Although the landowners have changed, sustainable forest 
management and recreation—including hunting, fishing, trapping, camping, 
and hiking—are still cherished and protected.”58  

 
These conserved lands provide numerous year-round recreational opportunities for tourists 
and continued employment within the timber industry for residents.  With thousands of acres 
of conserved land, either publicly owned or protected from development through easements, 
the area is home to over 100 species of birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, coyote, white-tailed 
deer, beaver, fisher, black bear, and moose.59  A variety of popular recreational opportunities 
exist around Bloomfield, including hunting, fishing, trapping, bird watching, hiking and 
snowmobiling. 60  While the timber and agricultural economies dominated the market of the 
Northeast Kingdom in the past, recreation, tourist economies, and conservation efforts are 
working together to create a viable economy in the area today.  
 
 

                                                 
58 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 56. 
59 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 57. 
60 “Forest Frontier,” Heritage Guide of the Vermont Northeast Kingdom, 2003, 57. 
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Figure II.1: Contemporary aerial photograph of the Davis property, the Nulhegan River, Route 
105, and the Grand Trunk Railroad. The Davis property is circled. (Google Maps) 
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Figure II.2: Map showing the long-distance route used by Native Americans traveling from the St. 
Lawrence River in Quebec to the coast of Maine. (Scharoun et al.) 
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Figure II.3: Plan for the realignment of Vermont Route 105 (c. 1941). The barn and shop (listed 
as a garage) associated with the Davis property appear at the far upper left. (Coutre) 
 

 
Figure II.4: Grand Trunk Railroad, Island Pond yards. (Vermont Historical Society) 
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Figure II.5: Projectile point, thought to be from the Archaic Period (7000 – 1000  b.c), found by 
Sherry Belknap along lower Nulhegan River. (Scharoun et al.) 
 

 
Figure II.6: An account of expenses related to surveying the Town of Minehead (Bloomfield), 
dated September 1788. (Vermont Historical Society) 
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Figure II.7: This image of logs stacked along a river near Brandon, Vermont, illustrates the 
enormous volume of lumber transported during some river drives. (Vermont Historical Society) 
 

 
Figure II.8: Transporting horses and bedrolls on Connecticut River drive, 1914, near White 
River Junction. (Vermont Historical Society) 
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Figure II.9: “Clean up operation” near Wilder, Vermont after log drive on the Connecticut 
River, 1914. (Vermont Historical Society) 
 

 
Figure II.10: Company-owned store in South Bloomfield (now the village of Bloomfield). Photo 
of George Van Dyke at upper right, (Scharoun et al.) 
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 Figure II.11: Train transporting logs, Northeast Kingdom, Vermont. (Vermont Historical 
Society) 
 

 
Figure II.12: Loggers at a camp in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont. (Vermont Historical 
Society) 
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Figure II.13: 1926 Topographic map of Bloomfield and Brunswick showing the Nulhegan 
River, the Hegan Road (not marked), the Grand Trunk Railroad and a lumber railroad. The Davis 
property is circled. (University of New Hampshire Library) 
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PROPERTY CHRONOLOGY & EVOLUTION 
 
The following chronology draws from all available sources studied in the research effort for 
the historic Davis property.  It includes relevant dates from the establishment of Bloomfield 
to the present and focuses mainly on events that helped shape the property over time.  Known 
information is footnoted, while site observations and anecdotal evidence has been pieced 
together to create informed speculations about the historic property. The resulting chronology 
is a concise outline of events and property owners that affected the site.  Throughout the 
narrative the property is referred to as the Davis property in order to distinguish it from other 
parcels of land also owned by individuals throughout history.   
 
c.1790s-1800s  
 
The town of Bloomfield was divided into lots of 108-¾ to 112 acres each, with three lots to a 
share.1 [Figure III.1 and III.2]  The majority of the lots were purchased by the town founders 
for land speculation; however, those who did settle in the town during the early 
developmental years of the town, settled along the Connecticut River. The original town plot 
was north of the village of Bloomfield today, located within lots 8, 9, and 10 adjacent to the 
river.  A large “Governor’s Corner” was established at the juncture between the Nulhegan 
and Connecticut Rivers, which was known as South Bloomfield (known today as 
Bloomfield).  Additional town glebe, minister, and school lots were assigned to various lots 
of land.  The site to become the multi-acre historic Davis property was located at the 
intersection of Lot 2, Range 9; Lot 2, Range 10; Lot 3, Range 9; and Lot 3, Range 10, with 
Lot 3, Range 9 designated as a school lot.  Growth was concentrated within the plat of the 
town, with radiating pattern of settlement.  [Figure III.3]  By 1800, census records listed 27 
people within the town of Bloomfield.2  A decade later in 1810, the census recorded 144 
people within the town of Bloomfield.3 
 

                                                 
1 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History (Bloomfield, Vermont: News and Sentinel, Inc., 1978) 16. 
2 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History (Bloomfield, Vermont: News and Sentinel, Inc., 1978) 1. 
3 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
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1850s  
The population demographics of Bloomfield changed as Vermonters moved westward and 
French Canadians moved south to settle in the Northeast Kingdom. 4  Known as Vermont’s 
great exodus, the population of Bloomfield remained nearly the same with 124 people 
recorded within the 1850 census.5   Of these was James B. Davis, age 50, a farmer, who had 
purchased Lot 8, Range 13 as early as 1848.  Also within his household were Anna Boston, 
age 51; James Davis, laborer, age 31; Laura Davis, age 29; Mary Davis, age 62; George 
Lewy, age 11; and Sara A. Shoff, age 11.6 
 
1859  
 
James B. Davis purchased Lot 3, Range 9 in 1859, and later purchased the adjacent Lot 2, 
Range 9 in 1862. [Figure III.3].  Although it is not known if Davis actually occupied the 
property at that time, Davis is the earliest recorded owner.  Walling’s map of Essex County, 
published in 1859, confirms his ownership of the parcel. [Figure III.4] Though the map is 
unclear as to where the Davis dwelling was located, Davis’s name appears twice on the map, 
indicating he owned more land west of the East Branch of the Nulhegan.  Also noted on the 
map is an “N. Frizell” occupying the parcel of land in Lot 2, Range 10 (later Stevens 
property, now Belknaps property) 
 
1860   
 
The town of Bloomfield continued to grow into the 1860s with 324 recorded residents in the 
1860 census.7  Listed within the vicinity of the Davis property were James B. Davis (Lot 3, 
Range 9, one building noted on the School Lot) and Abner Norcott (Lot 2, Range 10; Lot 3, 
Range 10).8  
 
1861  
  
On April 1, 1861, J.B. Davis sold a portion of his land holdings along the East Branch of the 
Nulhegan River to Hutchins Fuller.9 [Figure III.5] Fuller had originally purchased adjacent 
Lot 4 Range 9; and Lot 4 Range 10, located immediately to the east of the Davis property, in 
1866. He also likely owned (Lot 2, Range 11), as noted in the 1860 Grand List.10 A year 
earlier in the 1860 census, Fuller, age 32, was listed within the Norcott household, also 
adjacent to the Davis property.  In addition to Hutchins Fuller, the Norcott household 

                                                 
4 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 37. 
5 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
6 1850 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll M432_923, Page 401. 
7 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
8 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 43. 
9 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 4, Page 389. 
10 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 43. 
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consisted of William Norcott, age 30, head farmer; Mary C. Norcott, age 28; Ellen M. 
Norcott, age 12, and Catherine Fuller, age 65.11 
 
The deed from the property transfer provides some insight to the character and features 
present in 1861.  The deed describes the land as  
 

being about fifty acres of lot number two in the ninth range lying southwest 
of the Nulhegan River, meaning to convey the whole of said lot lying 
southwest of said River be the same, more or less, also about four acres be 
the same more or less lying between the Nulhegan River and the East 
Branch of said River adjoining Lot No. 2 in the 10th Range.  Also about one 
acre be the same more or less commencing on the west back of the East 
Branch on the line between Lot No 2 and 3 [illeg.] in the 9th Range.  Thence 
along said line to a little creek on South side of the highway.  Thence 
southerly along said little creek to a black birch stub.  Thence at right angle 
to the East branch.  I hereby except and reserve the right the rail road 
company has to pass over said land.  Also all of the land lying East of the 
Branch belonging to Lot Number two (2) in the ninth (9) range about 4 acres 
be the same more or less, not reserved, also I reserve all the wood on said lot 
No. 2 in the 9th range South west of the Rail Road track.12   

 
1863-1864  
 
The property changed hands again in March 1862, when Hutchins Fuller sold a portion of his 
lands back to J.B. Davis, who then sold a portion to a Mr. Danforth.13  In November of 1864, 
Hutchins Fuller sold the remainder of the property to Jeddiah M. Baldwin, who ran the 
general store in South Bloomfield.14  Baldwin, likely of the same Baldwin lumber lineage, 
kept detailed store records and log books, which are now located at the Vermont Historical 
Society Library.  His meticulous records provide a glimpse of daily activity within the 
village, noting individual transactions by date, purchaser, and the products purchased.  
Interestingly, J.B. Davis, Hutchins Fuller, and Isaac Wood, all owners of the Davis property, 
were recorded frequently in Baldwin’s log books during the mid-1860s.  [Figure III.6]   
 
1865 
 
With continued land speculation, the village of Bloomfield expanded in 1865.  A number of 
Civil War veterans returned to the town to begin a new life or resume their former life.  One 
of these was Isaac M. Wood of the 5th Vermont Volunteers, who promptly “built houses in 
the village” though it is unclear whether the residence that Wood built was located within the 
                                                 
11 1860 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll M693_1320, Page 712. 
12 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 4, Page 389. 
13 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 4, Page 451; and Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 5, Page 1. 
14 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 4, Page 509. 
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village center or elsewhere within the town boundaries.15  A year later, on December 1, 1866, 
Jeddiah M. Baldwin conveyed the historic Davis property to I. Wood and Robert Madigan, 
calling the property the “Hutchins Fuller Farm” and noted buildings thereon.16  The noted 
buildings may have consisted of a farmhouse, barn and outbuildings, likely constructed 
between 1860 and 1865, by Davis and later more fully developed by Fuller.  Nevertheless, 
the 1866 Wood-Madigan ownership was short-lived, and the property was re-conveyed back 
to Jeddiah M. Baldwin on December 22.17 
 
Around this same time, a fourth school district, School District 4, was developed for the 
children living west of Bloomfield along the Hegan Road.  The school was constructed about 
two miles west of the town on the school lot across the road from the Stevens farms, adjacent 
to the Davis property.18 [Figure III.8 and III.9]  
 
1869-1878 
 
Isaac Wood and Robert Madigan regained ownership of the Davis property in 1869 and 
jointly owned the parcel for a number of years.  However, each conveyed and re-conveyed 
the other certain rights and exceptions until 1874, when Robert Madigan conveyed his 
interest in the property to Wood.19  Exceptions noted within the deed included a small barn 
and buildings, likely referring to the buildings constructed between 1860 and 1865.  [Figure 
III.7]  In 1870 the Isaac M. Wood household included Isaac, age 33, farmer; Maryetta Wood, 
age 30, keeping house; Eliza age 8; Mary J, age 5; and Belle, age 2.20  The total population of 
Bloomfield at that time was 455 residents, as recorded in the 1870 census. 
 
By 1878, Wood and his family lived on the property, as noted on the Map of the County of 
Essex, Vermont, by F.W. Beers.  [Figure III.8 and III.9]  A dot above “I. Wood” just south of 
the road roughly corresponds to the location of the farmhouse today.  The school and the 
W.W. Stevens dwelling are also shown on the map to the southeast.  
 
1880s 
 
Both Bloomfield and the Wood household continued to grow throughout the 1880s. In the 
1880 census, 627 residents were recorded within the town of Bloomfield.21  Listed within the 
Wood household were Isaac M. Wood, age 42, farmer; married to Margarett S. (previously 
listed as Maryetta), age 39; Mary J. Wood, age 15; Maybell Wood (previously listed as 

                                                 
15 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 45-46. 
16 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 5, Page 70. 
17 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 5, Page 108. 
18 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 49. 
19 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 6, Page 83. 
20 1870 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll M593_1619, Page 8. 
21 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
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Belle) age 13; Cathrine S. Wood, age 7.22  Eliza, the eldest of the Wood daughters, was likely 
married to Luther “Lute” W. Howse by this time, living on a nearby parcel upstream along 
the East Branch (now the Caron property).23  Wood and the rest of his family continued to 
live on the property, maintaining the buildings and farming the land along the Hegan Road, 
also then known as Road 17.24  In addition to farming, Wood was elected the Town Agent in 
1890. 25  
 
1886-1890 
 
During the late 1880s, Bloomfield reached its height with 827 recorded residents in 1890.26  
The growing lumber industry spurred the town’s development with multiple residences, 
stores, and the lumberyard and mill area.  In the short time span of 30 years, South 
Bloomfield had increased its population and prominence within the county.   [Figure III.10, 
III.11, III.12, III.13]  Houses and outbuildings were clustered at the intersections of the main 
roads in town and along the valley of the Connecticut River.   [Figure III.14]   
 
1896-1900 
 
During the late 1890s, the growth of Bloomfield had stalled.  A great fire raged through the 
woods of the Nulhegan Valley, destroying acres of timber lands in May 1896.27  The closing 
of the lumber mill in the 1890s also slowed town growth and decreased the population. 28  By 
1900, only 564 residents were recorded during the census.29  Despite the declining 
population, Isaac Wood and his family continued to farm the Davis property.  The Grand List 
for Bloomfield in 1900 lists “I. M Wood, Buildings and Farm.”30 
 
1901-1903 
 
On November 25, 1901, Isaac Wood recorded a lease on the property from the Town of 
Bloomfield.31  This lease likely referred to building on the school lot (Lot 3 Range 9).  Less 
than a year later, on June 19, 1902, Wood transferred the property and the town lease to 

                                                 
22 1880 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll T9_1342, Page 287.4000. 
23 The Howse property was located just north of the intersection of Route 105 and the bridge of the East Branch.  
Luther “Lute” W. Howse died May 2, 1934, leaving behind his wife, Eliza Woods and two daughters, Mrs. 
Harry Spencer and Mrs. Everett Hall of Canaan, and one son, Lester.  Lester Howse continued to live on the 
property, until he sold it to the Filbert (also spelled Philbert) Caron Caron family in 1948. 
24 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 69. 
25 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 74. 
26 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
27 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 82. 
28 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 96. 
29 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 1. 
30 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 87. 
31 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 9, Page 236. 
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Elwin Robinson through a mortgage deed.32  [Figure III.15] The deed noted 60 acres 
including buildings.33 These noted buildings included a small farmhouse, a 3/4 Cape in the 
vernacular Greek Revival style. [Figure III.16]  A photograph of the structure shows the main 
block of the house with a central, corbelled brick chimney, brick foundation, wood shingle 
roof, corner pilasters, and simple returned eaves.  The main façade (north, facing the adjacent 
road) featured three, irregularly spaced 2-over-2 wood sash.  The main entry door was 
positioned on the west elevation at the juncture between the main block and an attached ell.  
The ell also featured 2-over-2 wood sash and a large door that provided access to an interior 
work space or shed.   
 
1907-1910 
 
Although Wood sold the property to Robinson in 1902, the family remained in the 
Bloomfield area.  Isaac M. Wood (1837-1907) passed away in 1907 and was buried in the 
Methodist Cemetery.34  [Figure III.17]  A year later, on June 17, 1908, Miss Belle Madigan 
and Mrs. Maggie Wood, daughters of Isaac Wood, attended the funeral of their brother, Will, 
who while “working on the road…He was crushed by a large rock which rolled onto him in a 
gravel pit.  He was 55 and unmarried.”35 
 
While the Wood family suffered through misfortune in the early 1900s, the Robinson family 
prospered.  In 1909, Elwin paid off his mortgage deed on the property.36  [Figure III.18]  By 
1910, the Robinson household included J. Elwin Robinson, age 53, carpenter; S. Emmigene, 
age 48, wife; William E. Robinson, age 16; and Roxton R. Robinson, age 12.37    
 
1910-1918 
 
Changes in the lumber industry allowed for the expansion of logging camps in the early 
1910s. Four new logging camps were established on the East Branch of the Nulhegan River 
by the Connecticut Valley Lumber Company.38  With this expansion, the Connecticut Valley 
Lumber Company employed approximately 950 men, with 600 horses to complete the 
working force.39  By 1914, “nearly 700 draft horses and every barn within the limits of the 
two towns [was] being put into shape for the “springing out.”40  Given the agricultural 
heritage within the region and demand for additional work horses for the lumber industry, 
                                                 
32 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 9, Page 238. 
33 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 10, Page 25. 
34 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 262. 
35 Though the documentation is unclear, this citation suggests that Wood and Madigan families were related in 
some way.  It also suggests that William Wood was an older brother, not recorded in census records in the Isaac 
Wood household.  Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 107. 
36 36 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 10, page 25. 
37 1910 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll T624_1614, Page 4B. 
38 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 109. 
39 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 112. 
40 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 121. 
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barns in the area were contracted out to house the lumber horses.  In 1918, the Connecticut 
Valley Lumber Company filled a large barn in Bloomfield with horses for the lumber woods 
in preparation for the season.  In addition, the large barns of Raymond D. Fuller and those 
upon the Rowell farm were also used for the same purpose.41  Although no documentation 
has been found to date, it is likely that the barns on the Davis property may have been 
contracted out to the lumber industry to temporarily house work horses.   
 
During this same time period, the population of Bloomfield continued to decline.  Circa 
1916, heavy snow collapsed the roof of School District 4 and the remaining structure was 
sold to W.B. Hall, who later used it as a tool shed.42 
 
1919-1923 
 
The late 1910s and early 1920s brought few changes to the Davis property, but significantly 
altered the landscape surrounding the farm.  On May 7, 1919, William Robinson was 
welcomed home from his service in World War I.43  A year later, the Robinson household 
consisted of Elwin J. Robinson, age 63, carpenter; Susan E., age 58, wife; William E 
Robinson, age 25, farmer; Roxton R. Robinson, age 22, farmer; and Eliza J. Moody, age 70, 
sister-in-law.44  All members of the family resided on the former Wood Farm.45 
 
By the early 1920s, two major changes altered the landscape near the East Branch of the 
Nulhegan River.  On August 24, 1921, construction of a reinforced concrete bridge across the 
East Branch of the Nulhegan River for Route 105 began.46  Around this same time, a railroad 
spur was built along the East Branch area of Bloomfield for the purpose of hauling hardwood 
logs to the sugar barrel mill. “The old gravel highway that was number 105 from... near the 
present concrete bridge on this highway it crossed the East Branch of the Nulhegan and 
swung to the north and up the East Branch, A dirt road began here and went all the way up to 
Camp number four… horses were often driven up this road to the camps, Camp number one 
was just north of the Route 105 highway bridge on the right hand side of the track…” 47 
 
1925  
 
In March 1925, Elwin Robinson conveyed the property to his wife, Susan, and tools, fixtures, 
and farm equipment to his sons William and Roxton Robinson. [Figure III.19 and III.20]   
Specifically the deed states 
 

                                                 
41 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 130. 
42 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 49, 81. 
43 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 134. 
44 1920 United States Federal Census, Bloomfield, Essex, Vermont; Roll T625_1870, Page 3B. 
45 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 137. 
46 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 143. 
47 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 141. 
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All the tools an fixtures located in what is known as the “Shop” located on 
the part of Lot 3 Range 10 which I have this day deeded to the said William 
E. and Roxton R. Robinson.  Also all of the farming tools owned by me and 
located on said premises and also located in other buildings located on leased 
lot number three (3) Range Nine (9) which I have this day transferred to 
Susan Emma Robinson, my wife. 48 

 
Two years after the conveyance of the land to his wife and sons, Elwin Robertson (1856-
1927) passed away in 1927 and was buried in the Methodist Cemetery.49 [Figure III.17]   
 
1930-1956 
 
Throughout the 1930s and into the 1950s, the Robinson family continued to own the historic 
Davis property.  In November 1935, William Robinson was employed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in Brunswick, and likely moved to Brunswick at that time.50  His mother 
and brother remained residents of Bloomfield. 51  On March 2, 1938, the farmhouse of the 
Davis property was reportedly damaged by fire.52  Though no further details of the fire are 
known, it can be surmised that the fire damaged only a portion of the building.  It is likely 
that the damaged portions of the structure were reconfigured into a more “modern” style of 
the time, resulting in realigned the roof lines of the main block and the ell, an enclosed front 
porch, reorganized ell and rear additions, and a new kitchen.  All of these features remain 
today.   
 
By June 1941, construction on the Route 105 realignment had begun.  One account noted that 
“Extensive construction is taking place on Route 105 (Island Pond Road) The cemetery hill 
near Mrs. Gendron’s home is being rerouted and straightened and also parts near Bartlett’s 
and Lester Howse’s residences.”53  [Figure III.21]  The realignment project did not affect the 
portion of road on the Davis property, but did alter the route on the property to the east, then 
owned by the Bartlett family (previously owned by Stevens, now owned by Belknaps).54 

                                                 
48 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 12, page 262-263. 
49 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 263. 
50 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 170. 
51 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 178. 
52 Couture states that the fire “destroyed” the residence; however, this is most likely an overstatement, as the 
existing building is very similar in scale, mass, proportion, and fenestration to the historic building.  Roger 
Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 173. 
53 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 182. 
54 During this period, the property adjoining the Davis parcel to the east was owned by Wesley F. and Mildred 
Bartlett.  Mildred was one of three daughters to Henry H. Stevens, who previously owned the adjacent property.  
Stevens served as town constable, selectman, and Representative to the State Legislature before his death on 
February 6, 1931.54  At the time of his death, he was survived by his wife Abbie Perkins, and his daughters 
Maynard, Mildred (Bartlett), and Ione (Norcott, mother of Kendall Norcott).  Presumably, the Bartletts turned 
the former Stevens farm into a camp for their nieces and nephews in the 1950s.  Multiple accounts have been 
found referring to the former Stevens property as the “Bartlett Camp.” 54  
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On February 19, 1955, Roxton Robinson sold his interest in the property to his brother 
William, who in return re-conveyed the interest to Roxton and his wife, Arlene Robinson.55  
The transfer referred to the property as the “Susan E. Robinson Homestead.”  Approximately 
one year later in June 1956, Roxton and Arlene Robinson relocated to Whitefield, New 
Hampshire with their son Roxton, Jr. 56  However, less than a month later, Roxton died on 
June 27, 1956.57  That same year, William Robinson sold the property to adjoining neighbors, 
Mildred and Wesley F. Bartlett and Kendall and Margaret Norcott.58 
 
With the sale of the property to the Bartletts and Norcotts, the Davis property transitioned 
from farmhouse to summer camp, likely inspired by the Bartlett Camp at the former Stevens 
farm.  Because of this new use, the farmhouse, barns, and outbuildings were probably 
inhabited on occasion.    The Grand List for Bloomfield in 1960 lists Wesley and Mildred 
Bartlett, and Kendall Norcott as the owners of a “Building on lease lot, Lot 3, Range 9).59  
However, as stated previously, it’s likely that the property became a summer camp for 
seasonal use.   
 
In September 26, 1964, Wesley F. Bartlett, a farmer died and left his wife Mildred his 
interest in their shared property.60  Throughout the late 1960s and into the 1970s, Kendall 
Norcott and his aunt, Mildred Stevens Bartlett, seasonally used the camp for family 
gatherings.61 [Figure III.22]  Kendall’s mother, Mrs. Ione M. Stevens Norcott, died on 
August 26, 1976, followed by her sister, Mildred Bartlett in 1979.   
 
At the time of her death in 1979, Mildred’s estate went into probate court to assess and divide 
her property holdings.  The proceedings from the probate court noted her joint ownership of 
two parcels with her nephew—the former Stevens property and the Davis property.62  As a 
result, full land ownership was given to Kendall Norcott, who retained ownership until the 
time of his death in the early 1980s.  His daughter and son, Ann Norcott Martin and Thomas 
Norcott, inherited the two parcels.  Parcel A contained 169 acres within Lot 3, Range 10, and 
Parcel B included 315 acres within Lot 3, Range 9; Lot 2, Range 9; and Lot 2, Range 10, 
spanning both north and south sides of Route 105.  [Figure III.23] 
 
In 1983, Parcel B was subdivided into three smaller acreages and sold off.  [Figure III.24]  
The largest of these, Parcel 96A contained 243 acres along the north side of Route 105 and 

                                                 
55 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 15, page 20. 
56 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 217. 
57 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 217. 
58 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 15, Page 440. 
59 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 224-225. 
60 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 223. 
61 Roger Couture, Bloomfield: News and History, 252. 
62 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 17, Page 258-259. 
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the East Branch of the Nulhegan River.  Parcel 96B, comprised of 7.4 acres, creating the 
existing boundaries of the historic Davis property south of Route 105.  The third subdivision 
created Parcel 96C with 61 acres, formerly the Stevens farm.   Also shown on the subdivision 
plat are tree lines, fencerows, houses, and barns that existed in the early 1980s.  [Figure 
III.25]  
 
Ann Norcott Martin and Thomas Norcott continued to own the 7.4-acre Parcel 96B, until 
1997, when it was sold to Francois “Frank” Dumaine.63  From 1997 to the present, the 
Dumaine family has retained its ownership of the small portion of what remains of the 
historic Davis property.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
63 Bloomfield Town Records, Deed Book 21, Page 138. 
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Figure III.1: Original lot and range of Minehead.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.2: Transcription of the original lot and range map with first settlers and town 
lots noted. (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.3: Color-coded lot map showing the radiating historic settlement of 
Bloomfield.  Yellow indicates areas settled in 1802, red highlights lots settled in 1830s, 
green in the 1840s, purple in the 1850s, and blue in the 1860s. (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.4: Map of the Counties of Orleans, Lamoille, and Essex, Vermont, H.F. 
Walling, 1859, noting the J. Davis property. (Vermont Historical Society) 
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 Figure III.5A: Deed conveying property ownership from Davis to Fuller, page 1.  
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
 

 
Figure III.5B: Deed conveying property ownership from Davis to Fuller, page 2.  
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
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Figure III.5C: Deed conveying property ownership from Davis to Fuller, page 3.  
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
 

 
Figure III.6:  Detail of a Baldwin’s records showing entries for Isaac Wood and 
Hutchins Fuller, 1864 (Vermont Historical Society) 
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Figure III.7:  Detail of the deed conveying the property from Madigan to Wood.  
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
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Figure III.8:  Map of the County of Essex, Vermont, F.W. Beers, 1878.  (Vermont 
Historical Society, UVM Special Collections) 
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Figure III.9: Detail of Beers’s Map of Essex County, 1878.  (Vermont Historical 
Society, UVM Special Collections) 
 

 
Figure III.10: Detail of village center of Bloomfield, 1878.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.11:  Postcard of Bloomfield in late 19th century. (UVM Special Collections) 
 

 
Figure III.12: Postcard of Bloomfield and North Stratford, late 19th century.  (Vermont 
Historical Society) 
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Figure III.13: Postcard of Bloomfield, late 19th century.  (Vermont Historical Society) 
 

 
Figure III.14:  Detail of Bloomfield in Essex County from Child’s Gazetteer.  (Vermont 
Historical Society) 
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Figure III.15: Image of Elwin Robinson, early 20th century.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.16:  Historic photograph of the Davis property during the Robinson 
occupancy.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.17:  Map of the Methodist Cemetery where Isaac Wood (Blue), James Davis 
(Green), and Elwin Robinson (Red) are buried.  (Vermont Historical Society) 
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Figure III.18:  Mortgage Deed from Robinson to Wood. (Bloomfield Town Records) 
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Figure III.19: Deed from Elwin Robinson to William and Roxton Robinson. 
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
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 Figure III.20:  William and Roxton Robinson with neighbor.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.21: Map showing former and current alignment for Route 105. (Roger 
Couture) 
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Figure III.22: The Davis property during Norcott ownership.  (Roger Couture) 
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Figure III.23: Plat showing two parcels owned by Kendal Norcott at the time of his 
death.  (Bloomfield Town Records) 
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Figure III.24: Subdivision plat dividing Parcel B into three lots.  (Bloomfield Town 
Records) 
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Figure III.25:  Detail of Figure III.23 and III.24 showing landscape features, circa 1983.  
(Bloomfield Town Records) 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPERTY TODAY 
 
To document the historic Davis property today, the authors of this report conducted on-site 
reconnaissance to examine the features of the existing building and landscape. Within the 
natural, constructed, and legal boundaries of the property, a variety of features are present 
that give character to the landscape. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes 
refer to these elements as landscape character-defining features.1 Cultural landscape 
character-defining features include the following:   
 

• Spatial Organization, Land Patterns, Visual Relationships, & Natural Systems—The 
three-dimensional organization and patterns of spaces in the landscape, land uses and 
visual relationships, shaped by both cultural and natural features.  The uses of the 
land, views and visual relationships that organize the landscape, and natural aspects 
that influence the development of a landscape are defined by topography, vegetation, 
circulation, and built elements—often combining these character-defining features to 
create the overall patterns of the landscape. When the cultural landscape includes a 
single building or several buildings, the spatial organization and overall character of 
the landscape is affected by these structures and these effects are studied and 
presented.   

 
• Topography—The shape of the ground plane and its height or depth.  Topography 

occurs naturally and as a result of human manipulation.  
 

• Vegetation—Groups of plants, individual plants, agricultural fields, planting beds, 
formal or informal tree groves, woodland, meadow, or turf.  

                                                 
1 Charles A. Birnbaum, with Christine Capella Peters, Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes, (Washington DC: 1996), 5, and 
Robert R. Page, Cathy A. Gilbert, Susan A. Dolan, A Guide to Cultural Landscape Reports: Contents, Process, 
and Techniques, U.S. Department of the Interior National Park Service, Cultural Resource Stewardship and 
Partnerships, Park Historic Structures and Cultural Landscapes Program (Washington DC: 1998), 15. 
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• Circulation—May include roads, drives, trails, walks, paths, and parking areas 
individually sited or linked to form a network or system. Alignment, width, surface 
and edge treatment and materials contribute to the character of circulation features.  

 
• Water Features—May be aesthetic as well as functional components of the 

landscape and typically include fountains, pools, cascades, irrigation systems, ponds, 
lakes, streams, and aqueducts. 

 
• Non-Habitable Structures—Consist of constructed features such as secondary 

buildings, bridges, gazebos, walls, arbors, terraces, and steps.  
 

• Small-Scale Features, Site Furnishings & Objects—Elements that are small-scale 
and add to the decorative and/or functional qualities of the landscape.  Small-scale 
features may include fences, interpretational and directional signage, monuments, 
light fixtures, utility poles, and handrails.   

 
 
The following landscape character narrative uses this system of character-defining features to 
organize and divide the property into smaller components.  Addressing each distinct and 
identifiable feature facilitates a clearer understanding of the property. 
 
Similarly, buildings also possess character-defining features, which are those elements that 
give unique and distinguishable character to a building.  Such building character-defining 
features include mass, proportion, fenestration of doors and windows, architectural detailing, 
materials, and other key components unique to a particular building.  Primary building 
components such as the foundation, roof, doors, windows, and frame are also addressed in 
the building character narrative below.   
 
 
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER & FEATURES  
 
In late winter and early spring 2009, on-site field observations for the historic Davis property 
were conducted.  Individual features, general character, and issues were noted for each area 
of the site.  The following narrative elaborates on the observations and issues found in the 
landscape as an overview organized by landscape character-defining feature. 
 
Spatial Organization, Land Patterns, Visual Relationships, & Natural Systems 
 
The Davis property was once part of a larger parcel of land that straddled the historic Hegan 
Road, now Vermont Route 105. The property is bordered to the west and south by the East 
Branch of the Nulhegan River.  Historic records indicate that the property was operated as a 
farm from the mid 19th century well into the mid 20th century. Like others in the region, the 
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farm that included the Davis property was most likely a fairly diversified operation. As 
discussed earlier, the lumber industry would have provided a strong local market for a wide 
range of agricultural products.   
 
Several features of the original farmstead are extant today including the farmhouse, small 
barn/shop building, spring house, outbuilding foundations, stone walls, and remnant fences. 
Although the small barn and spring house are not on the parcel at the focus of this study, they 
are located north of Route 105, in close proximity to the farmhouse and were once part of the 
larger property. Lost historic features may include multiple outbuildings, such as the gable-
roofed barn that appears in a c.1970 photograph of the property.  The barn was located across 
the road from the house, just west of the existing shop building. A partial foundation marks 
the location of this barn today.  The surviving spring house is positioned on the hillside west 
of the barn site.  
 
Overall, the Davis property is spatially open with partial enclosure near the river.  Route 105 
borders the current property to the north and provides access to the site. The gentle slope of 
the property provides views from its northern boundary over open meadow to the natural 
systems of the East Branch and main stem of the Nulhegan River.  Views are partially 
screened by evergreen plantations, although the rivers remains a dominant feature of the 
landscape. [Figure IV.1 and IV.2] 
 
Topography  
 
In general, the topography of the Davis property slopes gradually to the south, away from 
Route 105, toward the river.  However, some areas of the ground plane have been altered 
over time through human manipulation.  Around the farmhouse, the topography has been 
changed to provide a level plateau.  [Figure IV.3] While the north elevation of the house is at 
grade with Route 105, the south elevation is more exposed due to the sloping ground.  South 
of the house, are other slightly raised and leveled areas, likely for barns and other 
outbuildings.  Other undulations in the ground plane throughout the site may be remnants of 
old drives, paths, and other circulation features associated with the site’s history as a 
farmstead.  
 
Vegetation  
 
Vegetation within the boundaries of the historic Davis property reflects the cultural 
influences on the property over time. In general, vegetation consists primarily of mixed-
species meadow grasses with mature evergreen trees.  [Figure IV.3 and IV.4]  The 
evergreens, including pine, spruce and some hemlock, are freestanding, single-aged species 
planted in rows, likely as a plantation sometime during the 20th century.  Evergreen trees of a 
similar age line the adjacent property to the east, now owned by Belknaps.  Surrounding 
areas to the north are mixed deciduous and evergreen woodlands with some regeneration and 
undergrowth noted.  Overall, the evergreens are concentrated along the adjacent river, with 
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some scattered trees in open meadow west of the house.  Tree rows of the former plantation 
are generally oriented parallel to the river.  Some trees within the once continuous rows have 
been removed, with resulting gaps. Smaller deciduous trees and shrubs are located near the 
house and at the edges of the dense evergreen plantation to the east, probably self-sown 
through wind or seed dispersal.  Other notable vegetation includes a row of deciduous shrubs 
marking the boundary between the Davis and Belknap properties.  These shrubs were 
purposely planted in a row along former wire fence line, which also marks the original lot 
and range boundary line.  
 
Circulation  
 
Existing circulation routes for the historic Davis property include Vermont Route 105 and a 
network of agricultural drives and paths.  Route 105 provides main vehicular access to the 
property, while historically dividing the farmstead core into two sections.  North of the road 
was a gable-roofed barn (now gone), a smaller barn/shop, and spring house.  [Figure IV.5 
and IV.6] South of the road was the farmhouse and possibly other barns and associated 
outbuildings.   
 
In the early 1920s, a reinforced concrete bridge was constructed over the East Branch of the 
Nulhegan for Route 105. Additional improvements were made two decades later in 1941, 
when Route 105 was realigned to straighten an s-curve and level the road east of the Davis 
property.  The reinforced concrete bridge and remnants of the former road bed remain in the 
landscape today. [Figure IV.7 and IV.8] The former road bed is easily discernable through 
topography and stone retaining walls on the neighboring property to the east. [Figure IV.9 
through IV.13] While no vestiges of the former road alignment exist on the Davis property 
itself, the relationship between the road and the property did change as a result of the 
realignment. Prior to 1941, cars driving west out of Bloomfield would have arrived at the 
Davis property only after negotiating a dramatic curve and climbing a hill.  Today, the curve 
and hill are modest, providing for increased sightlines to the property, when driving west.   
[Figure IV.14 and IV.15] 
 
Historically, it is likely that informal agricultural drives, formed of compacted earth or 
gravel, provided internal site access between buildings.  Changes in the topography west of 
the farmhouse indicate the existence of an old drive leading south toward the river.  [Figure 
IV.16]  No pedestrian paths were found within the Davis property. Deer and moose appear to 
move along the former Route 105 alignment and under the evergreens near the river. [Figure 
IV.17] 
 
Water Features 
 
Water features for the historic Davis property include a spring house north of Vermont Route 
105.  Located uphill from the road on a moderate slope, the spring house is a small wood 
structure built into the side of the hill with a shed roof and a board door.  [Figure IV.18 and 
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IV.19] The spring house appears to date to the late 19th or early 20th century, and likely 
served as the main water source for the Davis property.  
 
Non-Habitable Structures  
 
Recorded non-habitable structures include stone walls along the river, remnants of former 
agricultural outbuildings, and a reinforced concrete bridge along the former alignment of 
Vermont Route 105. [Figure IV.7, IV.8, IV.20, IV.24, and IV.17] 
 
Small-Scale Features, Site Furnishings & Objects 
 
Site furnishings and objects noted at the historic Davis property include two historic stone 
culverts crossing under Vermont Route 105 [Figure IV.21 to IV.23], wire fence remnants, a 
wood post [Figure IV.25], and a stone fire ring near the river. While not on the Davis 
property, a sled and two logging chains were observed attached to an evergreen tree at the 
top of the hill on the adjacent property north of Route 105. [Figure IV.26] No other small-
scale features were visible at the time of the site visit, though additional remnants of the 
logging industry and fences from former agricultural use are likely present. 
 
Summary 
 
In general, the approximate 7-acre study area contains a number of historic and contemporary 
character-defining features.  Since the time of its first settlement, occupants of the property 
have changed the landscape according to their own needs. While the basic structure and 
spatial organization of the former farmstead is easily defined, other features, such as such as 
drives once worn with use, are now obscured by vegetation.  Important small-scale features, 
such as fences that once defined pastures and fields, are no lover visible, having fallen into 
disrepair or removed.  A close examination of the Davis property still reveals the many ways 
in which human activity has shaped the existing landscape of the site. 
 
BUILDING CHARACTER & FEATURES 
 
The house located on the historic Davis property is one-story wood frame structure with a 
low-pitched gabled roof, a long ell, and a brick foundation and stone foundation. While the 
main façade of the building is aligned to the highway, the rear of the structure overlooks the 
waters of the East Branch of the Nulhegan River.  [Figure IV.28 and IV.29] Over time, it has 
continually served as a private residence and was most recently a summer home, seasonally 
occupied by the Frank Dumaine family.   
 
A historic photograph of the house dating to circa 1903 shows a modest farmhouse a long ell 
extending from the west (gable) end. Historically, both the house and ell had a moderately 
pitched gable roofs of different heights and center chimneys. The chimney on the ell suggests 
that the two-bay section closest to the main house may have functioned as a kitchen. West of 
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this section of the ell were two carriage bays.  Other features of the house include wood 
clapboard siding, a wood shingle roof, 2-over-2 double hung windows. An older 6-over-6 
sash was mounted sideways at the top of the easternmost carriage bay. This apparently 
allowed light into that section of the ell, even when a low door in the bay was closed. A tall 
outer pair of doors could be shut over this window and inner door when necessary. 
 
Although the house is oriented with its long (eaves) axis to the road, the primary entrance is 
located on the west-facing gable-end. The fenestration of the north three-bay façade is 
irregular with the middle window closer to the west side of the house. This peculiarity, along 
with the brick foundation, assisted in the identification of the house, now much altered, from 
the historic photograph. 
 
The historic circa 1903 photograph of the Davis property farmhouse makes clear that this 
was indeed a very modest home. As such, it displayed few stylistic details. Still, some slight 
references to the popular Greek Revival style seem evident. These include the facia board 
beneath the returned eaves on the north façade which was quite wide. Additionally, primitive 
pilasters were formed at the corners of the building by topping the corner boards with blocky 
capitals.  
 
The stylistic simplicity of the original house has, no doubt, contributed to the difficulty many 
have had in seeing the structure as historic. Changes that have been made to the house over 
time include the addition of a porch outside the “kitchen” potion of the ell and the subsequent 
enclosure of that porch. The most dramatic change came with the realignment of the two roof 
lines and the change in the roof pitch from “normal” to “low.”   
 
Other changes such as replacement of the two-over-two sash and the addition of “shutters” 
serve to further obscure the historic features of the structure. Although the shutters may have 
been functional on the structure from which they were taken, they have been mounted to the 
Davis farmhouse backwards and upside-down. 
 
Despite its much altered appearance from the historic photograph, the Davis farmhouse today 
is in good condition.  The main block of the building sits on a brick foundation, while the ell 
has a rubble stone foundations topped with concrete. [Figure IV.30 and IV.31] The majority 
of the foundation is sound, with the exception of an area on the east foundation wall.  In this 
location, a broken window has resulted in water infiltration into the brick foundation, causing 
the mortar to fail and bricks to come loose.  The area of the foundation should be repointed 
with a mortar compatible to the strength of the brick.  Additionally, the broken window 
should be fixed and secured.  Overall, the foundation is in good condition with minimal 
repair needed. 
 
The roof and frame of the farmhouse are also in good condition.  Though the interior of the 
structure was inaccessible at the time of the site visit, the roof line appears straight with no 
sag and the clapboard sheathing is tight.  Peeling layers of latex paint were noted on exterior 
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clapboards and trim, resulting from minimal to no maintenance in the recent past.  The 
structure and frame of subsequent non-historic additions on the rear of the structure appear to 
be in fair condition.  Several of these “tacked-on” additions are pulling away from the main 
house with inadequate foundations and/or joinery methods to the main building.  Further 
investigations of these rear additions should be carried out to more adequately determine 
their age and condition.  Other rear additions have already been removed, as evidenced in 
painted “ghost” lines above the rear door. [Figure IV.29] 
 
The interior of the farmhouse also appears to be in good condition with several remaining 
historic features.  The original paneled entrance door remains, though now enclosed on the 
front porch.  [Figure IV.33]  An intact circa 1930s kitchen also remains with tile, wood 
cabinets, and hardwood floors. [Figure IV.32] Other doors and windows throughout the 
house appear to date to the original construction of the farmhouse, circa 1860-1865.  
However, further investigation should be carried out on the interior of the house to asses 
remaining features, approximate dates and conditions.   
 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
No archaeological investigations have been carried out on the Davis Property, but it is safe to 
assume that during a century of farming on the site, a number of outbuildings might have 
been in use. Among the most commonly found on farms of this type are: granaries, silos 
(interior or exterior), hen houses, milk houses and sugarhouses.  
 
A walk around the property just after snow-melt revealed several interesting features 
including a large level rectangular area behind the house. There appeared to be surviving 
foundation stones at two corners of the rectangular area suggesting a large structure, perhaps 
another barn, had once stood there. Further archival research and/or archaeological testing 
would be required to properly identify this feature. 
 
A large midden, dense with a wide variety of household rubbish, was observed on the eastern 
boundary of the Davis property. [Figure IV.34] Given its location, it appears that this historic 
dump site, may well have been used by households on both sides of the property line. 
Interestingly another midden was found across Route 105. While inconvenient to the house, 
this second dump is closer to the barn foundation and surviving shop building. It may also 
have been known and used by men working in the nearby woods. Bottles were the most 
common items found in the second midden. 
 
A number of other irregularities in the open area behind the house suggested human activity 
including a number of dips and rises in the surface of the ground that did not seem be formed 
by natural geologic processes. A good historic photograph of the farmstead would be 
invaluable to further the assessment of the archaeological resources that may exist on the 
Davis property. 
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Figure IV.1:  View of the existing property with meadow and evergreen plantations, 
2009.  
 

 
Figure IV.2:  View of East Branch looking west from the historic Davis property, 2009.  
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Figure IV.3:  View of the south (rear) elevation and surrounding topography, 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.4:  View of the remaining plantations along the East Branch, 2009. 
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Figure IV.5:  Circa 1976 view of the farmhouse and large barn.  (Couture) 
 

 
Figure IV.6:  Same view as Figure IV.5 of farmhouse today, 2009. 
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Figure IV.7: View of early 1920s reinforced concrete bridge (right) and current Route 
105 bridge (left), 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.8: Detail view of early 1920s Route 105 reinforced concrete bridge, 2009. 
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Figure IV.9: View of former Route 105 road alignment, 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.10: View of dry-laid stone retaining wall along former alignment of Route 
105, 2009. 
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Figure IV.11: View of former road alignment of Route 105 crossing creek on Belknap 
property (former historic Stevens property), 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.12: View of former road alignment and barn on Belknap property, 2009. 
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Figure IV.13: Intersection between current and old alignment of Route 105 , 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.14: View of historic Davis property from Route 105 looking east, 2009. 
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Figure IV.15: View of historic Davis property from Route 105 looking west, 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.16: View of former farm drive south of farmhouse, 2009. 
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Figure IV.17: Evidence of moose along deer path through plantations, 2009. 
 

 
Figure IV.18: View of the stone-lined spring, north of Route 105, 2009.  
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Figure IV.19: Springhouse and spring on hill slope,  2009.  
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Figure IV.20: Shop north of Route 105,  2009.  
 

 
Figure IV.21: View of stone culvert and shop north of Route 105,  2009.  
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Figure IV.22: Detail of stone culvert near shop,  2009.  
 

 
Figure IV.23: Detail of second stone culvert west of shop,  2009.  
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Figure IV.24: Possible historic outbuilding south of farmhouse,  2009.  
 

 
Figure IV.25: Wood fence post west of the shop, near foundation of large barn,  2009.  
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Figure IV.26: Logging sled and large chain in woods on adjacent property to the north.  
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Figure IV.27: Remnants of stone wall along East Branch, 2009.   
 

 
Figure IV.28: View of front (north) façade of farmhouse, 2009.   
 
 



CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
HISTORIC DAVIS PROPERTY  

CHAPTER IV: THE PROPERTY TODAY 
 

 
IV.23 

Mardorf & Martin 
 

 
Figure IV.29: View of rear (south) façade of farmhouse with additions and deck, 2009.   
 

 
Figure IV.30: Stone foundation of farmhouse with concrete, 2009.   
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Figure IV.31: Brick foundation of farmhouse, east elevation, 2009.   
 

 
Figure IV.32: View of circa 1930s kitchen in ell, 2009. 
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Figure IV.33: View of enclosed porch and original entry door, 2009. 
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Figure IV.34: View of midden near East Branch, 2009. 
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LAND CONSERVATION & CULTURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
 
The landscape that encompasses the Nulhegan River Basin is one that has long been valued 
by people living in the region. Archaeological evidence combined with oral tradition 
indicates that the river was an important transportation corridor for Native Americans during 
the period of contact and, quite possibly, long before that. Settlement of the area by those of 
European descent left its mark on the region in the form of early roads, houses and farm 
buildings. But no human activity in the Nulhegan Basin had a greater impact on the 
landscape than did the lumber industry. 
 
Beginning in earnest, when the first lumber mill was built at the outlet of the Nulhegan River 
in 1849, logging activity grew steadily in the region over the next five decades. Softwood 
was transported via river drives down the East Branch to the main branch of the Nulhegan. 
What wasn’t processed at the local mill, continued down the Connecticut to mills in 
Massachusetts. Hardwood was transported initially via raft and later by rail. The hillsides 
above the Nulhegan were denuded at a remarkable rate. 
 
The impact on the landscape from human activity of this nature and on this scale must have 
been profound. As a result of clear cutting, one might expect to observe mass wasting in the 
form of landslides, mudslides and stream bank collapse. Did this occur? Are there 
contemporary accounts of increased runoff in area streams? What were the long-term effects 
of the nineteenth century lumber industry on the Nulhegan River? What stage of “recovery” 
are the East Branch and the main branch of the river at today? 
 
Whatever the answers may be to these specific questions, it is clear that the Nulhegan River 
presents an important opportunity to better understand the ways in which rivers have been 
affected by logging activity in the past and the ways in which they might recover. This alone 
seems to be a strong argument for conservation of the Nulhegan. 
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Just as the landscape of the Nulhegan Basin may be read for lessons pertaining to the damage 
caused by aggressive logging practices and for insight into the natural processes now acting 
on that landscape, so may the surviving features of the historic “built environment” be 
studied to improve our understanding of the lives and attitudes of the people who lived in this 
region a century or more in the past. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION #1: Preserve the farmhouse on the Davis property. 
 
The farmhouse on the Davis property, along with the shop and spring house across the road, 
represent the rare and important survival of a nineteenth century farmstead located at what 
appears to have been the very center of nineteenth and early twentieth century logging 
activity in the Nulhegan Basin: the convergence of the East Branch and main branch of the 
river.  
 
The main block of the house remains in good condition with no obvious structural problems 
and, with some work, it could provide space for a variety of purposes. There may even be a 
potential for adaptive reuse of the structure to meet aspects of the Vermont River 
Conservancy’s own mission.  
 
Even if that proves not to be the case, as the Vermont River Conservancy is considering only 
temporary ownership of the property, it might seem presumptuous for the organization to 
demolish a historic structure with regional significance when that structure might serve a 
useful purpose for future owners of the property. 
 
Finally, it is important to remember that every historic structure represents a considerable 
past investment of materials and labor. In the preservation field, this investment is referred to 
as “embodied energy.” It seems especially worthy of note, that the farmhouse on the Davis 
property would have been constructed with wood from the very old growth forests that were 
subsequently cut and sent to mills and paper factories down stream. Additionally, the bricks 
in the house foundation were likely made locally of local clay.  
 
As long as this “investment” can continue to serve a useful purpose, demolition may be seen 
as running counter to the conservation ethic. 
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RECOMMENDATION #2: Develop plans for adaptive reuse of the 
farmhouse. 
 
As stated under “recommendation #1” we feel strongly that the Vermont River Conservancy 
should refrain from demolishing the historic farmhouse on the Davis property. Further, we 
would recommend that VRC actively consider options for adaptive reuse of the building.  
Based on our relatively short experience in the region, we came up with several ideas. 
 

 The house seems a good size for a bunk house. Such an overnight facility might be 
useful for members of fishing clubs, canoe clubs, birdwatchers or other naturalist 
groups. It is even possible that such a group might be interested in a long-term lease 
of the house. 

 
 If the State of Vermont were to acquire the property, they might use the house for 

equipment storage as a forester station. 
 

 Finally, should a larger project to research and interpret the cultural history of the 
region come to fruition, the farmhouse on the Davis property could serve as an 
interpretive or educational center.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION #3: Protect archaeological resources on the Davis 
property. 
 
This recommendation may be the easiest to implement, as one of the best ways to protect 
archaeological resources is to leave them undisturbed in situ. Protecting the archaeological 
resources on the Davis property can therefore easily be achieved while meeting the Vermont 
River Conservancy’s primary goal of protecting the shoreline from development.  
 
Should VRC’s projects on the Nulhegan River ever expand to include research or 
interpretation of the region’s cultural history, it would be advisable to do archaeological 
testing at the site to help answer some of the remaining questions regarding the layout of the 
farmstead and what was produced there. 
 
Archaeological field work can be wonderful way to spark public interest in a project. If 
supervised by a professional archaeologist, community volunteers can get their hands dirty 
participating in excavation and even lab work. Such volunteers will inevitably become the 
best ambassadors for the project within their community. 
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RECOMMENDATION #4: Identify possible project partners. 
 
As we have noted earlier in this report, the Nulhegan Basin has state-wide, if not national, 
historic significance for the long record of human activity in the region, most especially for 
the remarkable growth of the lumber industry during the second half of the nineteenth 
century.  
 
Clearly, the study and interpretation of cultural history is outside the current mission of the 
Vermont River Conservancy. It may be, however, that VRC’s interests in preserving the 
shoreline of the Nulhegan River could dovetail nicely and perhaps even gain momentum if 
pursued in conjunction with efforts to better understand the history (and prehistory) of the 
region and to interpret that history for local residents and visitors to the area. 
 
We recommend that the Vermont River Conservancy explore possible partners for such an 
effort. Several potential partners that we have identified include the following: 

 Town of Bloomfield 
 Cohos Historical Society 
 Island Pond Historical Society 
 Stratford Public Library 
 Northwoods Stewardship Center 
 Preservation Trust of Vermont 
 State of Vermont, Division of Historic Preservation 
 State of Vermont, Office of the State Archaeologist 
 University of Vermont, Historic Preservation Program 
 University of Vermont, Consulting Archaeology Program 
 University of Maine at Farmington, Archaeology Research Center 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION #5: Play a leading role in a larger project 
addressing conservation, preservation and education. 
 
If willing partners can be found, we think that it could be beneficial, both to residents of the 
region and to the Vermont River Conservancy, for VRC to be involved in an effort that goes 
a step beyond conservation of the Nulhegan River.  
 
Certainly, the region is one that is remarkable for its undeveloped natural areas, areas that 
many people value for their aesthetic beauty, their “remoteness” and the wildlife that inhabits 
them. But the region is also remarkable for its history, a history that is absolutely tied to the 
river. Without the Nulhegan, the Abenaki would probably have crossed Northern Vermont 
elsewhere. Without the river valley, the Hegan Road might never have replaced the Magog 
road and Bloomfield might never have become the important “crossroad” community that it 
was in the mid to late nineteenth century. The river valley also provided a level enough grade 
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for the construction of the Grand Trunk Railroad, a development of great historic 
significance to the region A project tying conservation of the Nulhegan to research and 
interpretation of the history of human interaction with the river could serve as a model for 
other communities.  
 
The towns of Bloomfield, Vermont and Stratford, New Hampshire may struggle 
economically, but projects like the beautifully restored town hall in Bloomfield and the 
newly restored railroad station (now the public library) in Stratford indicate that there is a 
strong undercurrent of community pride that could be harnessed to support a larger project.  
The town hall and the railroad station could, in fact, be incorporated into such a project as 
potential venues for resulting exhibits and programs. 
 
A greater understanding and appreciation for the riparian environment that is the Nulhegan, 
and an increased knowledge of local and regional history as it relates to the river, could only 
serve to enrich the lives of local residents and the experiences of visitors to the area.  
Hopefully such a project might also inspire future conservationist and preservationists in the 
community. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Overall, the 7-acre historic Davis property offers a unique opportunity to blend land 
conservation efforts with cultural resource preservation.  Site recommendations include: 

• Preserve the farmhouse on the Davis property. 
• Develop plans for adaptive reuse of the farmhouse. 
• Protect archaeological resources on the Davis property. 
• Identify possible project partners. 
• Play a leading role in a larger project addressing conservation, preservation and 

education. 
 
The Davis property is an important cultural landscape in the Northeast Kingdom, as it 
exemplifies the lost heritage of the region.  The timeline of the property spans all eras of 
human occupation from Native Americans to European settlement.  Nestled near the 
confluence of the East Branch and main stem of the Nulhegan River, the property is sited in a 
central location in which the development of industry and commerce in Bloomfield 
flourished.  Particularly, the broader context of the lumber industry, agricultural production, 
and transportation systems, including the river, railroad, and Route 105, affected the property 
over time.  Located at the heart of these systems, the property has evolved, but retains 
significant features and remnants that date to late 19th and early 20th centuries, as artifacts of 
a lost era.  Few very intact examples of a 19th century river farm remain in Bloomfield, most 
having been demolished in recent decades through fire or human actions. As a result, the 
Davis property with its farmhouse, small barn/shop, and other identified significant 
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character-defining features should be retained, preserved, and incorporated into future plans 
for the property.  With these many intact features, the historic Davis property could offer 
multiple educational and interpretive opportunities reflecting the history of the region, and 
serve as a resources as a local source of pride for the Bloomfield community. 
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