
“I feel incredibly proud of all that 

the Vermont River Conservancy 

has accomplished these past 20 

years. And still we have found so 

many priceless places yet to 

conserve. Our work is really just 

beginning.” 

  -Stephan Syz 

  VRC Founder  

  & Trustee 

2015 Featured Projects 
Stephan’s Island on the Connecticut River 

 

In the spring of 2015, VRC partnered with the 
Ammonoosuc Conservation Trust to protect a 350-acre 
farm and two islands on the Connecticut River. VRC now 
owns the islands to protect important wildlife habitat and 
to provide new camping opportunities along the 
Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail.  In August, VRC 
volunteers created a campsite on one of the islands, newly 
named Stephan’s Island, after VRC founder Stephan Syz. 
Stephan’s Island boasts tremendous views of the Upper 
Connecticut River valley. With a rocky shore, sandy beach, 
and forested knoll, visitors can break from paddling and 
enjoy lunch on the newly-constructed picnic table, or pitch 
a tent and sleep next to the peaceful waters. Funding for 
this project was provided by the TransCanada Foundation, 
Upper CT MEF, and NH Land & Heritage Investment 
Program. To learn more, visit the CRPT website: 
www.connecticutriverpaddlerstrail.org.  
 

 

Nulhegan Watershed Conservation 
 

VRC protected from development a spectacular 72-acre 
corridor along the East Branch and Nulhegan Rivers in 
Bloomfield. The near-pristine conditions of this river 
stretch, including trout and wildlife habitat, are now 
protected by this easement. The conservation easement 
also guarantees public access for paddlers along this 
river.  In partnership with the Northern Forest Canoe 
Trail, this land now supports an improved paddlers’ 
campsite.  Adjacent to 
two properties previously 
protected  by the 
Vermont River 
Conservancy, this recent 
project ensures a healthy 
Nulhegan River system.  
Funding was provided by 
the Upper Connecticut 
Mitigation Enhancement 
Fund and the Vermont 
Agency of Natural 
Resources Ecosystem 
Restoration Program. 
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Featured Projects in 2016 
North Branch Cascades  

Riverside Trail 
 

The North Branch of the Winooski River 
begins its journey in a pristine, 
undeveloped region known as 
“Worcester Woods”.  These headwaters, 
located in the towns of Elmore and 
Worcester, have carved a spectacular 
series of waterfalls, cascades and 
swimming holes that run for nearly a 
mile along an abandoned town road.    
 
Working in close partnership with the 
Vermont Land Trust and local 
communities, VRC will design and build a 
trail along the “North Branch Cascades” 
that provides access for all ages and 
abilities for swimming, fishing, kayaking, 
and quiet contemplation while protecting 
important ecological characteristics of 
this amazing place. 

Saxtons River Watershed 
Flood Resilience Project 
 

Tropical Storm Irene dramatically 
changed how we manage and adapt 
to our rivers. Planning for a future of 
more frequent and intensive 
precipitation events has become a 
growing part of VRC’s work.    
 
The High Meadows Fund has chosen 
the Saxtons River watershed as a 
pilot project to develop and test new 
approaches to community-based 
flood resilience.  VRC will partner 
with the Windham Regional 
Commission and the towns of 
Westminster, Rockingham, Grafton, 
and Windham to work with 
landowners on land conservation 
projects, providing long-term flood 
adaptation, public access, and 
wildlife habitat benefits. 

Downtown River Renewal 
 

VRC will be working in several 
downtown areas to re-connect 
citizens with their rivers. Whetstone 
Brook in Brattleboro has floodplains 
that have been filled and converted 
for commercial and residential use. 
VRC is working with the Town and 
commercial owners to restore these 
floodplains and enhance the 
riverfront area. In St. Johnsbury the 
riverfront of the Passumpsic River is 
the focus of a community re-
vitalization effort, and VRC can play 
an important role in conserving 
properties for public access and 
ecological restoration.   
 

VRC is also working in Hancock 
village on the White River to 
purchase a property through the 
FEMA buyout process, remove 
hundreds of salvage yard vehicles, 
restore a six-acre floodplain, and 
provide public access to the 
recreational opportunities afforded by 
the upper White River. 

VRC Looks Ahead 
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