
Spring Smithing and Safety

     APRIL 2019

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Here we are getting ready to have another wonderful year 
of breathing in coal smoke, which is part of the fragrances 
of spring. This is a great time to pull your blacksmithing 
equipment outside and enjoy the great outdoors while being 
comfortable as you smith, unless you live in a restricted 
neighborhood. 

But before you do anything with 
your equipment, it is also time to repair 
anything that you have been putting 
off as well as time to inspect everything 
for unseen damages. There is an old 
statement that says: “If you take care of 
your equipment, your equipment will 
take care of you.” 

When you start checking your 
equipment, make sure you check it 
all. Start with the heavy items and 

work toward the light. Start with your anvil and anvil stand 
by making sure all of the components are in good, usable 
condition and your anvil is secured properly to ensure it will 
not fall as you work with it.   

Check your hammers to make sure the hammer heads 
are not damaged or cracked, and check the handle for a good 
tight fit. When a hammer separates from the handle, there is 
normally some damage or damage + injury as a result of this 
type of failure. Check all of your other hand tools to ensure 
they are safe to use because they, too, can fail and result in 
damage and injury. 

Check your power tools for safe use, which would 
include checking the tool itself as well as the power cord 
and connecting end. If you use a coal forge, check it for any 
damage and repair as needed. If you have a gas forge, check 
it inside and out for any damage and repair it as needed. 
Additionally, check the gas lines on your gas forge for any 
leaking; if you do not know how to check your gas lines, 
contact your local gas company for assistance. 

The goal here is to keep yourself — and anyone working 
with you — safe. Every year, I read about a blacksmith being 
injured due to an equipment failure, and it normally results in 

substantial injury as well as property damage. 
In summary, an ounce of prevention is by far better than 

the pound of cure that would follow an accident involving 
property damage or injury.

In other news, the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in 
Blountstown has been busy with restoration work following 
the damage and destruction left behind by Hurricane Michael 
last year. At this point, I am told the Blacksmith Shop has 
the walls up and the roof on, and I am scheduled to have a 
Blacksmith class on March 30, which is the 30th anniversary 
of the settlement. 

As always, be safe in your conduct and befriend new 
members as they, too, are members of this wonderful family.

Think Safe and Be Safe,
John Boy Watson

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Established May 18, 1985

John Boy Watson
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of Florida 
and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of 
architectural, artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving 
the rich heritage of this craft. FABA Officers and members assume 
no responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as a result 
of the use of any information, materials, design, 
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website, 
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or 
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
 
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent 
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker 
monthly and FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit 
correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to 
FABA’s purposes. Send to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials 
submitted must be your own work, and citations of others must be 
clearly identified. By submitting materials, you are allowing FABA 
to edit, print and post them to FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter 
newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to 
the author and this newsletter. You need the publisher’s permission 
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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     The Florida Artist Black-
smith Association is looking 
for someone to step up and 
become Treasurer for our 
group. Kirk Sullens will  
continue as interim treasurer 
for the short term. 
     If you feel you can help 
FABA in this role, please 
contact Kirk at 352-357-7221. 
Please leave a coherent 
message if the answering 
machine picks up. 
     Thank you for your 
service!

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our 
charter members. Its purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing, and the scholar-
ship is available to any FABA member in good standing.  

The award is limited to the actual cost or $1,000, whichever is lesser. It may be used 
for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile 
or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).

A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant 
answers the following questions:

What is your name, address and phone number?
How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship, the applicant agrees to provide a 
demonstration of skills learned at a regular FABA meeting and write an article con-
cerning the learning experience, including a “how-to” article for publication in the 
Clinker Breaker. Not required but strongly suggested: An item made with the new 
knowledge should be offered for auction at the Annual meeting.

Completed applications should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship 
Committee, 777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.

Deadline for receipt is June 15, 2019. Three finalists will be recommended to the 
Board. The decision of the Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.

FABA Announcements 

Walt Anderson Scholarship 2019
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to 
more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th except 
for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary, so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospec-
tive members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings or events, please contact the Regional Coordinators:
Central Northeast Region  Heinrich Hole  386-848-6982  heinrich.faba@gmail.com
North Northeast Region  Ben Thompson  617-388-5695  thompsoncrafted@gmail.com
Northwest Region  John Pfund  850-528-3280  johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region  Shaun Williams  954-274-4119  chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com 
Southwest Region  Antony Fenn  617-320-4781  antony.fenn@gmail.com
Far West Region  John Butler  850-304-9021  jlbutl@gmail.com

Calendar of Events

Regional Reports

Northwest meeting, April 13
 
The April meeting of the Northwest Region will 

be held on Saturday, April 13, at the home of Dee 
and Kieran Fry, 4330 Buttercup Way in Tallahassee. 
This is a first-time meeting at a new place for us, so I 
encourage everyone to come and check it out!

Kieran is a wood worker with blacksmithing add-
ed in, and he is going to demonstrate making bolts 
and bolt-making tools for us. 

I’ll be bringing extra forges and anvils for open 
forges, so bring your hammers and safety glasses.  
I’m also going to bring some flat bar stock and offer 
the challenge to make a pair of “No Tong” tongs to 
anyone who will take me up on it. 

John Boy is going to bring his grill and make the 
main course for lunch. We should bring sides and 
desserts. I’ll be sure we have some iced tea and plenty 
of water. Bring a chair if you want to be sure you 
have one. 

After lunch, I’m suggesting we try making bolts 
the way Kieran has shown us. It’s never as easy as it 
looks! 

For more information on the April meeting, call  
Kieran’s cell phone at 617-938-0870, or Dee at  
617-983-0869.

Don’t forget to bring something for the Iron in the 
Hat raffle. I’m still giving free raffle tickets for hand-
made items, and any pictures or reports that make it 
into the Clinker Breaker. I hope to see you there! 
— John Pfund, Northwest coordinator

Central NE meeting, April 6
     

Helen and Kirk Sullens will host the Central NE Region meet-
ing on April 6 at their home at 33741 Cardinal Lane, Eustis. 

Saturday afternoon after the demos and lunch, and Sunday for 
those willing to camp over or come back, they will be hosting a 
conference prep work day, to include organizing the FABA trailer, 
building or repairing equipment, and painting the Spare Tire 
Hammer. There is ample space for tent or trailer camping, and a 
limited amount of crash space in the house. 

For more information, please contact Kirk at 352-357-7221. 
Please leave a coherent message if the answering machine picks 
up.  
— Kirk Sullens, FABA Treasurer
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Northwest Region Report
     The Northwest had its’ Regional Meeting 
at Mike Bettingers’ welding shop in Talla-
hassee on the 9th of March. The weather was 
just perfect, with the temperature staying 
about 70 and no rain with slight cloud cover. 

We had two demonstrators, with the first 
being Daniel Schul, who provided a demon-
stration to finish one of the requirements for 
the scholarship 
he won. 

The demon-
stration was the 
making of tongs. 
His presentation 
was outstanding, 
and he verbalized 
each aspect of 
the steps needed 
to make a set of 
tongs. 

During the 
process, he said 
as he was going to 
the power ham-
mer, “Using tools 
is working smart,” 
and then he drew 
out the rains of the tongs. This 
is an example of a young man 
who is an iron worker and art-
ist who will be an asset to this 
wonderful organization. He 
is also an instructor at Lively 
Technical College and just full 
of energy.

The second demonstrator 
was Kirk Sullens, who demon-
strated the making of a Viking 
Bearded Spear. Kirk used a ¼ 
inch x 2 inch x 10 inch piece 
of 1080 steel to make the spear 
head, and he used a 1 ⅛ inch 
by 7 foot length of round 
ash pole for the spear shaft. 
Kirk went step-by-step as he 
marked and made the socket, the beard and then the point. 

He discussed the methods of truing the spear and mount-
ing it to the shaft. He brought a completed one with him, 
which was closely examined and handled by the majority of 
those present. Kirk uses a spear like this to hunt hogs. 

Kirk presented a wonderful demonstration, and we thank 
him for all of his efforts and insights.

As Kirk came to 
a stopping point, we 
had Iron in the Hat, 
which was full of 
outstanding hand-
made items, along 
with other treasures 
looking for a new 
home. We had 57 
attend this meeting, 
and it looked like 
almost  all of the at-
tendees bought some 
tickets, which result-
ed in $234 generated 
for FABA. 

Following Iron 
in the Hat, we had a 
wonderful lunch of 

barbeque chicken along with wonderful side dishes provided 
by members. We all consumed more that we should have and 
give thanks to Mike Bettinger for opening his shop for us, 
and thanks to his employee Mike for cooking all the chicken.
     — John Boy Watson, FABA President



CLINKER BREAKER                                                          5                                                                             April 2019 



CLINKER BREAKER                                                          6                                                                             April 2019 

Far West Region Report
     The February meeting of the Far West chapter dawned 
foggy with the threat of rain, which put a damper on our 
membership for the day. However by mid-morning, the 
threat of rain had moved on, and the Far West chapter was 
in full swing. 

We started the meeting with a discussion on coal fire 
management led by our new regional coordinator, David 
Sandlin, the owner of Traditions Workshop, which was the 
host for this meeting.

Christopher Sandlin (a John C. Campbell Folk School 
graduate) then conducted a demonstration of making cable 
Damascus. 

A couple of key points: thicker steel cables are actual-
ly made up of several grades of steel. The outer sheath of 
strands are usually a milder steel designed to protect the 
higher tensile-strength steel core. The multitude of steels in 
cable gives it the Damascus look when forge-welded together. 
However, cables, especially used cables, are also full of sand, 
dirt and grease, all of which need to be cleaned or burned out 
prior to starting the process. 

It is usually best to first cut the cable into workable 
sections, typically 12-18 inches. The cut ends have to be 
wrapped with wire or welded together to keep the whole 
bundle from unravelling. 

The cable is then heated to red hot and twisted tighter. 
Next step is to heat to yellow, brush the scale off vigorously 
and flux with borax. 

Finally you heat to forge-welding heat and hammer until 
fused. Additional folds really don’t do much to improve the 
look because the twisted wires result in a very small pattern 
to begin with.

Caution: Don’t overwork the steel (as demonstrated in 
Christopher’s example).

Once the billet is formed, you can now use the 
cable Damascus in small projects, such as leaves. 
After the project is finished, aggressively remove 
all scale and suspend the item in acid. (Christo-
pher uses ferric chloride, which can be purchased 
dry and mixed with water.) 

Once satisfied with the etch (about 20 minutes), 
you need to neutralize the acid: baking soda and 
water work well for this purpose. 

Coat your piece with linseed oil or other pre-
servative, and you are ready to show off your first 
Damascus project.
Other hands-on learning opportunities followed, including 
pointers on nail making, small leaf key fobs and finishing 
railroad spike knives. John Pfund from the west chapter 
visited and laid out his tool box for the blacksmith challenge. 
Billy Hay made two fire rakes for the FABA forges and gave 
us our challenge for next month: to make some tongs to be 
kept in the FABA trailer.

Our membership continues to grow; we had several 

visitors and some extend-
ed family members who 
joined us for the morning. 
After a lunch hosted by 
Traditions Workshop, a 
few hardcore members 

continued on their individual projects until 2pm. A total of 
14 people visited throughout the day.

For our next meeting on March 23, we will return to 
our Far West Regional Coordinator’s location: John Butler’s 
Countryside Farms, at 4112 Bell Lane, Pea Ridge. The forges 
will light up at 9 a.m., and the focus will be on toolmaking 
and the return of our version of “Iron in the Hat,” which will 
include some pre-cut lengths of steel cable and a few other 
goodies. — David Sandlin
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Far West Meeting, April 27
Looking ahead for the Far West chapter:

In April, we will join the Heritage Museum as 
demonstrators for their “Saturday in the Park” 
on April 27. We will have a cadre at this event 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Email David@TraditionsWorkshop.com for a 
slot within this timeframe. During your slot, you 
will be on one of the front anvils demonstrating 
simple projects such as making nails and talking 
to the crowd. The back anvils and the rest of 
our trailer supplies will be open for your usual 
FABA activities. Hope to see you at the Heritage 
Museum, 115 Westview Ave., Valparaiso.

In May and June, we will return to Butlers 
Countryside Farms, 4112 Bell Lane, Pea Ridge.

In July or August, we are planning a field trip with our 
trailer to the Baker Block Museum in Baker. We will set up 
shop to do some demonstrations and work, but our main 
teaching point for the trip will be area history and will in-
clude visiting the blacksmith shop on the museum grounds.

In September, we plan 
to return to Traditions 
Workshop so we can get our 
trailer ready to make the trip 
to Ocala in October.

October is the annual 
three-day meeting for all of 
FABA in Ocala.

November and Decem-
ber, we typically don’t have 
a fourth Saturday meeting 
here in the Far West due to 
holiday conflicts, however 
there are several blacksmith-
ing demonstration oppor-

tunities on Saturdays: Farm Day on Nov. 2, Pioneer Day on 
Nov. 9, and Yule of Yesteryear on Dec. 14 at the Heritage 
Museum in Valparaiso. 

Contact David@TraditionsWorkshop.com if you want to 
participate or demonstrate at any of these extracurricular 
events. — David Sandlin
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     Make sure to mark your calen-
dars now for the North NE Re-
gion’s exciting April meeting! 

Join us on Saturday, April 20, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., as Jordan 
Borstelmann demonstrates hand 
forging a pattern-welded billet of 
1095 / 15n20. 

The meeting will be hosted and 
sponsored by Metal Supermarket 
Jacksonville, 13913 Duval Road 
#300. The location will be cele-
brating its two-year anniversary 
in Jacksonville with a customer 
appreciation day. 

If you’ve thought pattern- 
welded steel is too advanced, re-
quires specialized equipment or is 
out of your reach, think again.

In Jordan’s morning demo,  
he will walk attend-
ees through hand 
forging a billet.  

As usual, we will 
try to set up a few 
stations for those 
who would like to 
have some open 
forge time, so come 
prepared to get 
dirty and share your 
knowledge. 

Everyone is en-
couraged to attend, 
regardless of experi-
ence level or region-
al affiliation. This 
meeting will be well 
worth the trip from 
surrounding regions. 
Consider bringing 
someone new or 
someone who may 
be interested in becoming a FABA member. 

Our generous host, Metal Supermarket, will be providing 
lunch. Please plan to bring an item for the “Iron in the Hat.” 
and please bring cash to purchase your tickets or make a 
donation to support FABA’s mission. Remember if you bring 
a handmade item, you get some free tickets!

North NE Meeting, 
April 20

ABOUT JORDAN: Jordan Borstelmann is the founder of 
Crooked Path Forge, a blacksmithing shop stationed just 
north of Gainesville.  Crooked Path Forge specializes in mak-
ing hand-crafted tools meant to be used in the real world.  
Knives, axes and hammers are only a part of the wide variety 
of custom tooling Crooked Path produces.  Classes are also 
available, in which Jordan teaches the basics of blacksmithing 
and the fundamentals of heat treating. 

Visit crookedpathforge.org for more information on Jor-
dan and his work. 
 — Ben Thompson, North NE Coordinator
  



We had a great turnout for the South-
west Heritage Festival at Crowley Museum. 
Twenty of our  members attended, and 
several were new members at their first 
meeting.  

Trez Cole provided 3 forges, anvils, 
tools and stock to launch us into an ambi-
tious project of forging a horse sculpture.  
Trez led the way with a team with sledge 
hammers focused on the body.  Two oth-
er teams, led by 
Wade Chappel 
and Austin Haley, 
hammered out the 
legs. Tony Fenn 
kept track of the 
form, and Albert 
Rasch videoed 
and photographed 
everything for our 
Facebook page.

Thank you to 
Crowley Muse-
um for providing 
a great lunch of 
vegetable stew, cooked over an open fire.

People drove long distances to attend, and all participat-
ed either by forging, cranking blowers or critiquing from 
the sidelines.  We had a wonderful team atmosphere, and I 
think everyone’s journey was worthwhile.

We didn’t quite finish putting the horse sculpture to-
gether and plan to finish it at a future meeting.

See you at the meeting at my workshop on March 23. 
— Tony Fenn, Southwest Coordinator

Southwest Region Report
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Southwest Meeting, April 20
The SW April meeting will be at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 

April 20, at Marcus Wise’s workshop in Lithia. Marcus is 
a very experienced farrier and is keen to show his black-
smith brothers some of his trade’s skills and techniques.

It should be a great meeting, as Marcus is happy to 
demo everything from horseshoes to forge welding, 
knives, damascus, tongs and tools. There is very little 
he doesn’t make. Marcus is currently working on his 
teaching endorsement with his Farriers Association, so 
teaching comes easy for him.

Marcus is located at 11439 Holstein Road, Lithia, FL 
33547. He can be contacted at 813-732-8765 and  
wisefarrier92@gmail.com.
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Southeast Meeting, April 20
Hello everyone, and welcome to another wonderful 

edition of the Clinker Breaker Southeast Region report.
We had another successful Southeast Region meeting in 

February with about a dozen people in attendance.  
Following my demonstration, we had several hours of 
open forge time and a pot-luck brunch.  

In March, we set up forges and demonstrated the art of 
blacksmithing to represent FABA and The Guild Urban 
Craft and Folk Art School at the annual Scottish Festival & 
Highland Games in Plantation, FL. It was a beautiful day 
filled with men in kilts and Scottish games, and we helped 
get the word out about our craft and our organization.

By the time you read this update, our Southeast Region 
Statewide Meeting will be complete. We had a full day of 
blacksmithing with open forges and guest demonstrator 
Mark Emig — plus glass, leather and other artistic demon-
strations — on Saturday, March 16, and a variety of spe-
cialized blacksmithing classes on Sunday, March 17.

Our April Southeast Region meeting will be hosted at 
my shop — The Guild, Urban Craft and Folk Art School/
Dark Angel Armory and Forge — at 205 NW 16th St., 
Pompano Beach, on Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

Please check out our new website created by our very 
own Sylvia Andrassy at www.guildfl.com for a more infor-
mation about and directions to The Guild.

Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page 
for the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials, 
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing re-
sources.  Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist 
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look forward 
to hearing from all of you.  
— Shaun Williams, Southeast Coordinator
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MAIN DEMONSTRATORS: MARK ASPERY & STEVE PARKER 
PLUS DEMONSTRATORS FROM EACH MEMBER ORGANIZATION

SBACONFERENCE.ORG/REGISTRATION/

VENDOR DAY • IRON IN THE HAT AND TAILGATE SALES • TOOL BOX RAFFLE 
MEMBER GALLERY • THURSDAY NIGHT MEET AND GREET

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER BANQUET • FRIDAY NIGHT AUCTION
FRIDAY NIGHT FORGING CONTEST •  SATURDAY MEMORIAL CELEBRATION
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FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received. 
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going to 
blacksmithing.org/membership/join and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need 
to have a Paypal account to use this feature. OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to:  
NAME 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
ADDRESS                                                                                           CITY                                             ZIP
PHONE                                                  CELL                                                   EMAIL
DATE                                  NEW           RENEWAL              I want B&W Newsletter by mail                OR Color Newsletter by Email


