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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner

How many of you pay attention
to the music in your shop? If
you haven’t, it is time to start
because we do make some

interesting music. We have an anvil that I would describe
as a base drum with a hammer as a drum stick. The anvil
is akin to any aged, seasoned and valuable instrument,
with the hammer being associated with the bow of a
violin, which is highly valued along with the makers’
reverence.  In addition, you might have a power hammer,
band saw, grinders, torches, drills, post anvils, belt
grinder, chop saw, as well as other specialty tools that
make sounds.

If you are in your shop alone, the music of the shop is
automatically restricted to just one item making a
distinctive sound depending on what you are doing. What
is really needed is the orchestra approach. This is
achieved by having a shop full of blacksmiths who are
each intent on a project or projects. As the tools are used,
the music of the shop comes to life, just like a music jam
session without a conductor.

Now to hear the music of the shop, you have to stop what
you’re doing and listen, instead of just shutting out the
sounds and not listening. The real joy of the music of the
shop is knowing that you have, or are part of, an orchestra
- a large gathering of blacksmiths who meet and work
together regularly.

The organization is growing, along with the fellowship of
blacksmiths, which provides a wider range of knowledge
and techniques to be gained by the membership. As the
number of private meetings increase so does the music

each of you share with each other along with the moves
for duet to a full blown orchestra with a concentration of
bass sounds.

Each of  you are commended for the efforts you put forth
in the development of your skills along with the efforts
toward the furtherance of this wonderful, family-
orientated organization known as the Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association. Keep in mind this is an
educational organization and your furtherance of
knowledge is our collective goal.

Think Safe and be Safe,
                       John Boy Watson

Design By Robert Walsh
This issue of the Clinker Breaker starts a series by Robert
Walsh, a staff writer for the new Hammer’s Blow
editorial team. The three-part (so far!) series on design
starts from the basics and shows how even the most
intricate piece of ironwork is doable, if you have a firm
grasp of the fundamentals.  Oh, and you may actually get
better at making money too!

I hope you find it enjoyable and educational.

       David Reddy
       Editor

 The deadline for applications for the Walt Anderson Scholarship is June 30!



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical  black-
smithing while preserving the rich heritage of this craft.
FABA Officers and members assume no  responsibility or
liability for injuries or damage caused as a result of the use
of any information, materials, design, techniques, etc.
contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker
Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified.  By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material, if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission
to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Road Trips & Coming Attractions
June 2-4, IBA Conference @ Tipton Co. 4H Fairgrounds,
IN  Description: Demonstrators Gordon Williams of AZ
and Robert Taylor from AL. Beginner class contests,
tailgating. Pizza Friday evening. Contact Jim Johnston at
765-452-8165 or kokomoblacksmith@comcast.net

June 10-11, American Crafts Festival @ Lincoln Center
NY  Description: Submit your work for juried selection
and booth space for 120,000 visitors. Contact Bella
Veksler, ACAC, PO Box 650, Montclair, NJ 07042. email:
acacinfo@gmail.com and see www.craftsatlincoln.org

Oct 27-29,  FABA Annual Conference, Ocala.

June 27-30, 2018, ABANA Conference,
Richmond, VA.
ABANA is excited that our 2018 Conference will offer
new concepts, excellent demonstrators, and quality
programs at the birthplace of Secretariat, the
Meadow Event Park in Doswell, VA, just north of
Richmond.  The grounds are gorgeous with plenty of
parking, camping, ATM’s, and shower facilities with a
63,000 sf air-conditioned main building.
               Hope to see you in June 2018!

JoAnn Bentley/Frank Van Pelt

Arc Angels, Inc
Institute for Creative Arts

968 Douglas Ave
Dunedin, Florida 34698

727-433-2300

NEWS RELEASE!
Date………….. April 17, 2017

Our artist blade smith (and FABA member),
Francesco Muci, has been selected to appear on
The History Channel’s newest hit show “Forged
in Fire” Francesco specializes in custom knifes
and “Damascus Steel.”

Francesco was flown to New York for the show’s
filming last week. He competed against three other
knife makers for a chance to win $10,000 and be
highlighted by the History Channel.

The show will be aired nationally, sometime in the
next few months.  Classes in knife and blade
forging are held at The Institute for Creative Arts,
Dunedin Fl. Enroll with our partners, Dunedin
Fine Art Center. They can be contacted by calling
727-298-3322
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Calendar of Events

SE June 17, New Dark Angel Armory &
Forge, 205 NW 16th Street, Pompano Beach 10
am to 3 pm RSVP to faba.southeast@gmail.com

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Steven Estenson 352-516-9545 steven@foxwoodforge.com;
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region   Lelia Tavrides   239-297-2923   floridablacksmith@gmail.com

SW June 24, Tavrides Shop 5232 Willow
Court, Cape Coral, 33904, ph 239-297- 2923.

NE  June 3, Pioneer Art Settlement,
Barberville.

NW June 10, Mike Bettinger’s Welding
Shop, Tallahassee, 850-576-8356
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REGIONAL REPORTS
SE April Meeting
Hello everyone and welcome to another Southeast Region
report.  The phrase of the month for April was “Adversity
is the mother of invention.”  After almost five years
without incident, a few weeks before our April FABA
Southeast Region monthly meeting, my shop landlord
advised me that he would no longer permit me to host
classes or events at my shop that were not completely
inside the confines of the shop.  With blacksmithing
classes filled until July and a SE Region meeting in a few
days, suddenly we were scrambling to find a temporary
location to host our April SE Region meeting and to find a
new home for Dark Angel Armory & Forge.  For the
monthly meeting, Bangin Banjo Brewery, in Pompano

Beach, graciously allowed us hold the event at their
location.  Attendance at SE Region meetings continues to
be strong and April’s meeting was no exception.  I’m sure
the additional draw of excellent micro brewed beer was no
deterrent.  Several attendees worked on a variety of
different projects, including finishing the octopus projects
that were started at the SE Region Annual Meeting in
February.

For the long term, Dark Angel Armory & Forge is proud
to announce that we have found a new home, a beautiful
2,400 square foot shop with an air conditioned classroom
in Pompano Beach at 205 NW 16th Street, Pompano
Beach, 33070.  We will be completely moved into the new
location by June 1st and plan to host a Grand Opening
festivity on June 30th.  Our long term goal is to expand
the classrooms, install private (for rent) studios and
become a full fledged school of urban folk craft, offering
classes in all the metal arts: blacksmithing; smelting; sheet
metal work; and welding, in addition to other mediums,
such as ceramics; glass; woodwork; soap making; home

brewing; etc.  The possibilities
are limitless with the creativity,
devotion and determination of
the SE Region membership that
makes up the crew at Dark
Angel Armory & Forge.

Upcoming events:

Pompano Beach, Old Town
Untapped:  Dark Angel Armory
& Forge and the Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region will be
demonstrating at Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach,
Florida on Friday, June 2nd, from 6 pm to 10 pm.  Due to
limited space, please let me know if you plan to join us.

June Southeast Region meeting will be held
at the new shop location for Dark Angel Armory &
Forge, 205 NW 16th Street, Pompano Beach,  June
17th from 10 am to 3 pm.  PLEASE RSVP IF YOU
PLAN TO ATTEND via email to
faba.southeast@gmail.com

Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for
the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials,
vendor information and other valuable blacksmithing
resources.  Look us up and request an invite at Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

Shaun Williams

Congratulations on your new
building, Shaun.  May Hephaestus
smile on all of your endeavors!



SW April Meeting
Our April 22 Meeting had a wonderful demonstration by
Ray Nager.  It was a great gathering and fun for all!

The June 24th meeting will be at our shop at 5232
Willow Court in Cape Coral, 33904, ph 239-297- 2923.
The meeting begins at 9 am with the demonstration
from 10 am - Noon. Pot Luck lunch and Iron in the
Hat to follow.

Thank you!
Lelia Tavrides

NE May Meeting
Our meeting Saturday, May 6th, was well attended. I was
not able to spend much time with everyone due a failure
of a wheel we had mounted the week before during the
spring Frolic.

Lester, Joe Bishop and I had to remount a rubber tire
on a buggy wheel. This does not take very long when
everything goes great. I brazed the wires together and
made a bump in the brass with too much in the weld. We
tried to cut off the excess and it broke off the weld. So
now we had to start over add more wire, re-tension the
wire and weld it again. Lester decided that he would take
care of the welding. The welds held and we were able to
complete the tire mount.  this was the only wheel we had a
problem with out of 8 mounts.

At this point I was able to get back to the meeting and
see what was going on. Ben Rogers stepped up and talked
with all of our visitors. We had 36 people sign in, so it
was a great turnout for nothing set up for the demo.  We
had Tim Harding working at a forge with a new
blacksmith and Bob Brown was working on one of the
outside forges. I spent a few minute showing one way to
make a heart.

The buck in the bucket raised $94.00. Lunch was hot
dogs and lots of homemade sides.

Our June 3rd meeting will be held at the Pioneer
Art Settlement in Barberville.  We’ll have open forges.
Please bring a dish to share in the potluck and an item
for the Iron-in-the-Hat.

July 1st meeting at Steve Bloom’s Ironflower Forge,
Demonstration of: (1) Pattern development (Twist and
ghost patterns) in Damascus steel; (2) Mokume gane from
cupric nickel and copper on a practical scale with
patinations to produce color ranging from browns to reds
to blues and (3) Higonokami (friction folder) creation -
from flat stock to heat-treat.
If there is interest, a hands-on class will be run after the
meeting finishes. Bring along some high-carbon oil quenched
tool steel* (1" x 1/8" x 6" per blade; 5160, O1, 1095, 15N20,
etc.) and expect to stay into the afternoon.
Demonstrators will be Steve Bloom and Nicole Horenstein

Steve Estenson

NW -  Meeting Information
The June meeting will be held on the 10th at Mike
Bettinger's welding shop. We're going to have a tong
making workshop like the one we had in December at
Rex's.

I'll bring a bunch of pre-made tong blanks and the jigs
for shaping the jaws. I'll also bring a couple of forges to
use with coal and charcoal, and Mike is going to let us use
a propane forge, I think one that we made in the workshop
last year.

The workshop is free. If you want to make yourself a
pair of tongs, just bring safety equipment and a hammer.

Mike's crew is going to cook chicken for us on the
grill, so we just have to bring sides and desserts. Don't
forget to bring something for the "Iron in the Hat" raffle!
I'm still giving free tickets for handmade items. Hope to
see you there!

I recently asked for some help in filling out meetings,
and really got some help from Clyde Payton and others.
The schedule for the rest of the year is: June10th at Mike
Bettinger’s welding shop. July 8th at Jim Labolito’s.
August 12th at Jeff Mohr's in Crawfordville.  September
9th at Martin Scheese's shop,  Monticello. October is the
state conference. November 11th at Bill Adams' shop.
December at Rex Anderson's. January at Bob Stott's.
February at Juan Holbrook's. That's about as far as I've got
scheduled. I will give more information about each
meeting as they get closer. Thank you to everyone who
helps, that's how we get it done!

John Pfund
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Walt Anderson Scholarship 2017

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its purpose is
to further the craft of blacksmithing and it is available to any FABA member in good standing. The award is limited
to the actual cost or $1000, whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid
at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers the following questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number? ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have? _______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft? _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend? _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class? _________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)? _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned
and write a report of the learning experience, including “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next
item is not required, but strongly suggested, that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the
Annual meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2017. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the Board
shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.
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President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 billychristie47@icloud.com
Treasurer    Kirk Sullens   352-357-7221   treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chair Sylvia Andrassy 561-757-1337  Sylvia.Andrassy@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Doug Hayes 910-330-7601    djhayes29@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Allen Branch   863-235-0033  branchforge@comcast.net
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Kirk Sullens, Membership
18848 US Hwy 441
#180
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.
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FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $25 membership fee is received.
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your  credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via Paypal by going
to: blacksmithing.org/membership/join/ and clicking through the Paypal button. You do not need to have a Paypal account to
use this feature.   OR send the below application  and your check to “FABA” for $25 to:

Name  _______________________________________________________

Family Members ______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________ ST ____ Zip _________

Phone ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Date ____________ New ____ Renewal ____   I want B&W Newsletter by Mail ____ OR Color Newsletter by Email____

Kirk Sullens
FABA Treasurer
18848 US Hwy 441, #180
Mount Dora, FL 32757
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