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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the
President’s Corner

       The 2016 Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association
Conference is now behind us
and the statement is “What a
conference!” The Board and I

thank each of you that
attended and aided in the
wonderful event. This
conference was a true
example of safety and it
showed the commitment
each of us to being safe.
If you were unable to
attend this year start
your planning now for
next year and be a part
of this wonderful enriching
 experience.

     At the conference three awards were given out. An
award of Honorary Ph.D. (FABA’s highest award) was
given to Kirk Sullens for his life and commitment to
Blacksmithing. There were two Journeyman Blacksmith
Certificates issued to Leslie Tharp of Gainesville, Fl. and
Bob Stott of Bainbridge, Ga.  Each of these individuals is
commended for their dedication to Blacksmithing as they
led the way by example along with application.

     We have a change to our Board with Jordan Thomas
leaving as the Northeast Trustee and being replaced by
Douglas Hayes of St John Fl. Jordan will continue to be
involved with FABA and this is a good thing. Kirk
Sullens, Program Chairman, is leaving and his
replacement is Sylvia Andrassy, of Coral Springs, Fl.
Sylvia has a background in events but she will need all of

our help, along with commitment, as she starts the
planning and execution for our 2017 conference. In
addition to these two we now have a Southwest Regional
Coordinator, Lelia Tavrides of Cape Coral Fl.  I look
forward with great expectations for the furtherance of this
great and wonderful organization.

     At our Board meeting we made a decision to join the
Northeast and Northwest Regions for a statewide regional
meeting to be held at Dudley Farm in Newberry Fl. just
west of Gainesville on March 28, 2017. There will be
more information concerning this combined meeting in
the future and this is just a heads up. The State Wide
Regional Meetings are important to the regions and to the
state as a hole. This coming year the Southeast will have a
meeting at the end of Feb. and the Southwest will most
likely be in Aug. These meetings have funding tied to
them and are always enriching through many reasons
such as learning and networking. In short, try to attend
these meetings in addition to your regional meeting for
you are sure to gain something.

    We now have a number of new members so if you see
a new face at a meeting introduce yourself, extend a hand
shake of welcome, and ask if you can aid them in any
way. It is through the efforts of each of you that the
organization is growing and I congratulate each of you
who are bringing in new membership.

Think Safe and be Safe,
                             John Boy Watson

(Dr. Kirk Sullens is
congratulated by
John Boy)

(Journeyman
blacksmiths Bob
Stott and Leslie
Tharp)



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page  or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law. FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes a
subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on
any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  Send to:
editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted must be your
own work and citations of others must be clearly identified.  By
submitting material, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and
post them to FABA’s website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the
author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s
permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise
noted.
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Hi everybody!
Thanks for another great conference! As I said at the membership meeting, there are always willing
hands to jump in and make everything work, and the conference simply wouldn't happen without all
those hands.
I want to thank the demonstrators, all the teaching cadre, and all the conference staff, and I want to
thank all the people who simply saw a need and stepped up to meet it, throughout the conference.
In particular, there are some people what were always right there for me, throughout the year; without
Helen, the conference literally would not have taken place - she is my organizing force throughout the
year; Sergio Cipriano, Mike Barton, David Peyton, and Doug Hayes lent me their friendship and strong
backs all year long; Jordan Thomas organized the classes and teachers for us, and Josiah was a willing
and cheerful workhorse all weekend; John Watson, Shaun Williams and Sylvia Andrassy, and John
Pfund made sure all the necessary equipment was in place; Tom Kennedy and Greg Cumbaa made all
the lighting and sound improvements that everyone saw at the Auction; Greg Cumbaa and Mary
Standifer made the Gallery beautiful; the Registration staff got everyone in smoothly; and Tim Ryan
made parting with our money not just painless, but enjoyable at the Auction.
It's inevitable that with such a long list of helpers, I may forget to mention some. I hope you'll forgive
any omission, and know that I'm grateful for your help even if I didn't mention it here.
Everyone please extend the same level of support that you have all given
me from Day One to Sylvia Andrassy as she picks up the reins, and she
and Shaun will give you an even better experience next year!

Thank you!
Kirk Sullens
Former (almost) FABA Program Chair



Calendar of Events

NE November - No meeting, but
many members volunteer for the
Nov 5-6, Fall Country Jamboree
at Barberville:
pioneersettlement.org/fall-country-
jamboree

SW December 3, Jerry Wolfe Forge
Christmas Celebration EVERYONE forging an
item  NOTE: NO NOV MEETING AND DEC
MEETING 1ST SATURDAY!

SE Nov. 19, we will be teaching the
Blacksmithing portion of the Metalworking
Merit Badge to the Boy Scouts at Tanah
Keeta Boy Scout Reservation all day from
9-5.  Volunteer teachers are needed.  Please
contact Shaun Williams at: 954-274-4119

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Steven Estenson 352-516-9545 steven@foxwoodforge.com;
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region   Lelia Tavrides   239-297-2923   lelia@leliatavrides.com

NW November 12, Mission San Luis
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REGIONAL REPORTS

SW -  Christmas
Meeting
We will be combining our
November with December
meetings. We’ll meet December
3rd  at Wolfe Forge in Sarasota.
Topic- EVERYONE forging an
item.
 Bring a dish for the potluck
and an item for buck-in-the-
bucket.

Jerry Wolfe

NE - November and December
November 5-6 is the Fall Country Jamboree at

Barberville: pioneersettlement.org/fall-country-jamboree
Many of our members help with this event but there is not
a regular meeting.

Our December meeting will be at Allen and Cloe
Hardwicks house on the 10th, the second weekend in
December for Christmas. Ben Rogers said he will try to
do his Harley chain welding demo that weekend, if he has
no conflicts.

 Have a great day,
 Steve Estenson

NW - November Meeting
Hello everyone and greetings from the northwest region.
Suzy and I had a great time at the Conference. I sold all
the forges I brought and half of the anvils. Thanks to all
who bought them! I brought home twenty bags of coal
that belong to FABA. I'll be selling them for the Club.
They can be picked up at my welding shop or if you let
me know I can bring them to a meeting. I've sold two
already. Our November 12 meeting will be held at
Mission San Luis. Jim Croft and crew will be
demonstrating making the hardware for a wood chest. I'm
planning on cooking hot dogs, sausages and burgers on
the grill. I'll have buns, ketchup and mustard, bottled
water and some soft drinks. Please bring things to go
along with this like chips, potato salad, stuff to put on the
burgers and dogs, dessert, Etc. Save the tailgate sales
stuff for the meeting next month at Rex Anderson's house
and don't forget to bring something for the Iron in the
Hat! The meeting starts at 9:00am, but the Mission
doesn't open until 10:00, so we'll be coming in the back

gate. Look for the Anvil sign on Tharpe and turn on to
San Luis Rd. Keep on San Luis Rd. until you see the next
anvil sign showing where to turn for the back gate.
Parking will be close to the Blacksmith Shop. For anyone
who hasn't been to Mission San Luis and seen the
Blacksmith Shop there, that alone is worth coming to the
meeting. FABA built it and FABA Blacksmiths have
worked there ever since. I hope to see you there!

John Pfund

SE -   Meeting
Hello again everyone and thank

you for joining us for another monthly
Southeast Region report. As usual we
have been burning the candle at both
ends working at the shop, doing
public demonstrations and spreading
the good word about blacksmithing.

  Our September SE
Region meeting was held at my shop,
Dark Angel Armory and Forge in
Pompano Beach.  We had another great
monthly meeting with an amazing
twenty-one people in attendance.
Master Hungarian blacksmith Zsolt
Keki demonstrated forge welding and
joinery techniques in the making of a
kitchen trivet.

With the tremendous
knowledge and cooperation of
Joel Schwartz, Steve Rodgers
and Peter Hill, we were
successful in getting my Kayne
& Sons 110 lb pneumatic power
hammer up and running in time
to teach a forged flower class that same evening.

(Get Better soon, Hank!)



  We had a great time at the 2016 Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Annual Conference in Ocala and
are extremely pleased with the large number of SE Region
members participating in the conference.

Of special note, we are pleased with the achievements
of SE Region members, Richard Berman for teaching the
forged bottle opener workshop with the assistance of Amy
McGrotty and Joseph Balestena.  We are confident that
they will continue to improve their knowledge and skill
and continue to be valuable assets to the FABA
community.

Upcoming events:
For our November SE Region meeting, we will be

teaching the Blacksmithing portion of the Metalworking
Merit Badge to the Boy Scouts at Tanah Keeta all day
from 9 to 5 on November 19th.  Volunteer teachers are
needed.  Please contact me to RSVP.

Pompano Beach, Old Town Untapped:  Dark Angel
Armory & Forge and the Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association Southeast Region will be demonstrating at
Old Town Untapped in Pompano Beach on Friday,
November 4th, from 6 pm to 10 pm.  Due to limited space,
please let me know if you plan to join us.
Upcoming classes:

 A two-day knife making class taught by Shaun Williams
November 5-6, from noon to 5 pm.  Space is limited to
eight students.  See darkangelarmory.com

Introduction to Blacksmithing: Dark Angel Armory &
Forge in  Pompano Beach , November 13th, from 11 am to
4 pm,  Shaun Williams will be teaching four of the nine
basic techniques of blacksmithing, cutting with a hardy hot
cut and a handled top cut, forging a taper, forging a scroll
and twisting to make a decorative and functional S hook.
Contact Dark Angel Armory & Forge for more
information. Register at darkangelarmory.com

Just a reminder, I am administering a Facebook page for
the Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials,

vendor information and
other valuable
blacksmithing resources.
Look us up and request an
invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association
Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from
all of you.

Shaun Williams

A Day at Pigeon Forge Tennessee
     My wife, Sally, and I were at Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
for a little get away and it wound up being more fun than I
anticipated. There is a Blacksmith forge now open by the
Old Mill and the name is Old Forge. On the Saturday we
were there they had borrowed the Tennessee Guild
training trailer and had a demo going on along with their
normal forge operation. I introduced myself and was asked
to demonstrate. This worked out to the good of everyone.
My wife and friends were able to go and tour the area
along with shopping and I was able to get my coal smoke
fix. We had a couple hundred patrons and two film crews
come by asking questions, gong to the shop and
purchasing items, and taking a lot of pictures.

     I never thought I would ever forge at Pigeon Forge and
now I can make that one off my Bucket List. This is not to
say it was there before the occurrence but it surely took
care of itself. Sometimes it pays to speak up an a surprise
will follow. WOW!

John Boy Watson
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(Dramatic reenactment of John-Boy’s
Pigeon Forge demonstration!)
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Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________

Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Leilani Aletras, FABA Treasurer
P.O. Box 180622
Tallahassee, FL 32303

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New____  Renewal ____

Name_________________________________ __
Spouse’ Name  ____________________________
Address__________________________________

_____________________________________ ____
City State Zip
Phone:________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
Check here to get color newsletter by PDF______

NOVEMBER, 2016

President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer Leilani Aletras         treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chairman Kirk Sullens 352-357-7221  kirksullens@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-478-9580 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Allen Branch   863-235-0033  branchforge@comcast.net
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Leilani Aletras, Membership
PO Box 180622
Tallahassee, Fl 32303

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.
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