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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Welcome to the President’s
Corner.

The 2015 FABA Conference is
now behind us and what a
conference it was. The attendance

showed that our organization is strong and making
advancements in our mission of passing it on by and
through teaching. Each of you, as well as your families,
who were able to attend are commended for the
commitment you showed in support of all the activities
associated with the conference. If you were unable to
attend, you were missed and I would suggest two things:
first, is to speak with one of your fellow blacksmiths who
attended the conference to gather a better understanding of
what you missed; and second, is to start now on planning
to attend the 2016 conference.
     The demonstrators did an excellent job as well as the
Class Instructors. Everyone that I spoke with had nothing
but good to say. The “Wow” of this conference goes to
Kirk Sullens and Helen Donnell for all the personal efforts
they put forth to make this event come to life and work
like a well oiled power hammer. In addition to Kirk and
Helen a big thank you goes to Gene Kovacs, our
Secretary, who has brought the organization into the
electronic world, which allowed for better tracking of
classes, schedules, events, and of course money
management. There were also a large number of
volunteers and each of you is given a big “Thank You,”
because without you and your efforts we would not have
this wonderful educational experience.
     The election of your Board Officers is now complete.
Billy Christie will continue as your Vice President. Gene
Kovacs will continue as you Secretary. Ron Childers will
continue as your Northwest Trustee. Allen Branch will be
your new Southwest Trustee. Cassandra Garcia has
resigned her position as Treasurer due to personal reasons
and Richard Hayes is your new Treasurer, filling
Cassandra’s term. We do not have a Southwest Regional

Coordinator at the time of this publication, but do hope to
have one soon. I will continue as your President and each
of us thank you for the trust you place in us as the leaders
of this wonderful blacksmith organization. Lisa Anne
Conner, who had been the Southwest Trustee and
Regional Coordinator since 2010 is congratulated for her
time in office and will continue in other ways to support
this organization. Lisa Anne, I, as well as our membership,
thank you for all of your efforts.
     There are two Honorary Ph.D.’s to be issued this year.
The first went to Frances Trez Cole from Sarasota. The
second cannot be disclosed at this time due to scheduling
issues and will be disclosed as soon as possible.

Lisa Anne Conner was given a Certificate of
Appreciation for her efforts as Regional Coordinator and
Trustee. Billy Christie was given a Certificate of
Appreciation for his time as the Northwest Regional
Coordinator from 1997 thru 2013. (This was missed when
he was elected as your Vice-President.)
     As we start the planning for next year please keep
working on the Journeyman Blacksmith program and
continue to develop blacksmithing companions to further
your skill level.

  Be Safe and Happy Hammering,
                                 John Boy Watson



Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA)
is a not-for-profit organization chartered with the State of
Florida and is dedicated to promoting and expanding the
horizons of architectural, artistic and practical
blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage of this
craft. FABA Officers and members assume no
responsibility or liability for injuries or damage caused as
a result of the use of any information, materials, design,
techniques, etc. contained in this newsletter, our website,
http://www.blacksmithing.org, our Facebook Page  or
provided at meetings or demonstrations.

Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the
extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida
Clinker Breaker monthly and FABA membership includes
a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid
articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.
Send to: editor@blacksmithing.org  Materials submitted
must be your own work and citations of others must be
clearly identified.  By submitting material, you are
allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to FABA’s
website.  ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this
newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to
reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.
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Notes From the Editor.
 Another great conference!  Thanks to Program Moguls Kirk Sullens and Helen Donnell and to the many
volunteers who made it possible.  The weather even cooperated!  The conference falls right at the time I’m supposed
to be composing the Clinker Breaker, so this month will be devoted to pictures and next month’s Clinker Breaker will
have a lot more on what occurred.   I do have some immediate reactions though.

There were lots of long-time members and lots of new faces at the conference.  One thing that I think has been a
particular draw for new younger members is the Forging Contest.  Thanks for adding another big task to your job,
Kirk.  Of course, if you’re going to be in the Forging Contest, you need to learn your techniques.  The classes and the
open forges tent were very busy.
 Shaun Williams brought a real dynamo to the conference, Hungarian Blacksmith Szolt Keki.  In addition to
teaching us Hungarian, Szolt had everyone excited to learn the language of the master smith’s hammer when working
with his striker(s).  Thanks Shaun, I thought someone would suffer the big one during the striking demonstration!
 The panel discussion: Earning What You Need From Blacksmithing greatly  exceeded my expectations with 30
attendees who stayed an hour and 40 minutes and really discussed the topic.  Thanks so much to the presenters: Drs.
Jeff Mohr and Francis Cole (Way to go Trez!), Steve Estenson, Leslie Tharp, and John Boy Watson and everyone
who came!  What should we do next?

David Reddy

(Surprise present from
Kirk Sullens to FABA
President, John Boy
Watson.)



The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come
to more than one if you can. We hold regular meetings in each region on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-4th
except for quarterly Statewide meetings. The actual dates vary so check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.
Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 AM to 4 PM
and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region Bob Jacoby 904-613-2626 bobjacoby@bellsouth.net
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Shaun Williams 954-274-4119 chevaliervaliant@yahoo.com
Southwest Region  Lisa Anne Conner  813-505-8041  MelisandeAubrey@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

NE Nov. 7, Pioneer Settlement
for the Arts, Barberville.

NW Nov. 14, Bill Adams
Blind Hog Forge

SE Nov. 21 Tanah Keeta Boy Scout
Camp Merit Badge Training

SW Nov./Dec. Meeting Dec. 5 at Steve
Berglund’s shop, Winter Haven

US17
US27

Cypress Gardens Blvd

Cypress
Gardens
Legoland

Cypress
Gardens Rd.

128 Stevenson Rd.
Winter Haven, FL
906-221-5363

← Emerson Blvd.

XCypress
Gardens
Blvd



REGIONAL REPORTS
NE - November Meeting

The NE Region November meeting will be held on
Saturday, November 7 at 9 AM. This meeting coincides
with the Fall Country Jamboree held at the Pioneer Arts
Settlement in Barberville. While there is no formal
meeting, many FABA members will be demonstrating
and selling their wares.  Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for
children age 6 through 12, and children under six (and
MEMBERS) are free.  Details about the Jamboree:
http://www.pioneersettlement.org/#!It-is-Jamboree-time-
again/c1zty/55f09c610cf24af6ea37e365

This event is the primary fundraiser for the Settlement
each year. It's really spectacular with lots to see and do. I
definitely encourage everyone to come experience this
great family activity.

Bob Jacoby

NW - September Meeting
Greetings from the NW Region. I'm writing this a few

days before the Annual Conference in Ocala. The
September meeting at my welding shop was a great
success. I got to cook the pancake breakfast on the Big
Forge before using it to smelt aluminum. We poured the
molten aluminum into molds to make ash trays and
candle holders. All this was done with firewood and,
since then, I've been experimenting with using tree bark
and amazingly it works too! I just want to say thanks to
everyone who helped out and especially for all the great
covered dishes everyone brought.

The November 14 meeting will be at Bill Adams'
shop. We're going to have a plier making workshop, so
come prepared to participate. We'll have everything you
need to make a pair of pliers, but it's a good idea to bring
your own hand tools (hammer and tongs) and safety
equipment (gloves and eye protection). We will provide
water and tea, please bring covered dishes and don't
forget the Iron in the Hat. Hope to see you all there!

John Pfund

SE -  Update
Hello again everyone and thank you for joining us for

another monthly regional report.  I hope everyone had a
great time at our annual statewide conference in Ocala.  A
special thanks to all the demonstrators and conference
staff who came out and worked so hard to make this
year’s conference a memorable and enriching experience.
  I hope everyone enjoyed master Hungarian
blacksmith Zsolt Keki’s participation.  He had a great

time and is looking forward to working with FABA in the
future.  We’re looking at the possibility of bringing Zsolt
back next year as a conference demonstrator.

We will be holding an event at my shop, Dark Angel
Armory and Forge in Pompano Beach, this coming
Sunday, October 18th, from 10 am to 4 pm, introducing
Zsolt to the SE community.  Also in attendance will be
Joel Schwartz of Schwartz’s Forge and Ironworks of
upstate New York and our very own Kirk Sullens.  There
will be blacksmithing demonstrations, competitions and
open forges.  There will be door prizes and a raffle for
some of Zsolt’s completed work and food and
refreshments will be served.  Everyone is invited.  Hope
to see as many of you as possible there.
  Just a reminder, we are working diligently planning
for next year’s SE Region Conference, tentatively
scheduled for February 19- 21, 2016.  We are looking for
SE Region conference demonstrators.  Any nominations
would be appreciated.
  Also, I am administering a Facebook page for the
Southeast Region.  I try to post helpful tutorials, vendor
information and other valuable blacksmithing resources.
Look us up and request an invite at Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association Southeast Region.  I look
forward to hearing from all of you.

CLINKER BREAKER, November 2015



  Our November Southeast Region meeting will be held
at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Reservation in Tequesta, on
Nov. 21st .  We will be doing our annual service to the Boy
Scouts, teaching the blacksmithing portion of the Metal
Working Merit Badge from 9 am to 5 pm.  Anyone
interested in acting as an instructor is invited to attend.
 Our December meeting will be held at my shop, Dark
Angel Armory and Forge, in Pompano Beach, on
December 19th.  Our plan is to finish up our demonstration
grills at this meeting.

Shaun Williams

SW - September Meeting
 The SW September Meeting was held at Jerry and
Mary Standifer’s beautiful place in Palmetto.  It was a nice
day and we had 16 people sign in and the buck-in-the-
bucket raised $66.
 Gary Kemp demonstrated making a trivet that he
learned how to make as part of his FABA Scholarship
training from Lewis Riggleman.  Gary did a great job and
there was a lot of discussion of the techniques he used.
Gary donated the finished trivet to the auction at the
annual meeting and it brought a good price.  Pictures of the
demonstration, taken by Jerry Wolfe, are below.

(A new touchmark is born for Eagle Dad Forge)

Jeff Robinson brought along a Damascus sword blade
and dagger that he had just finished.  These pictures do not
do them justice.  The blades are arrow straight and the
patterns are gorgeous, as planned, the finish like velvet.

 Mary provided a great lunch with burgers and lots of
side dishes brought by members.  Thanks Jerry and Mary,
Gary and everyone who came.

David Reddy

CLINKER BREAKER, November 2015



Scenes from the 2015
FABA Annual Meeting

(Francis “Trez” Cole is
awarded the FABA
Doctor of
Blacksmithing Degree.)

(Nicole Horenstein of
Gainesville won the People’s
Choice Award for her amazing
table. Pictured here with  her
Teacher, Juan Holbrook)

(Lisa Anne Conner was
recognized for her long
service as Southwest
Region Trustee and
Coordinator.)

(Striking Demo)

               (Winner!?)

(FABA Brain
Trust.  New
Treasurer
Richard Hayes
and Secretary
Gene Kovacs)



Scenes from the 2015
FABA Annual Meeting

(Skeeter Prather conducts
the Memorial Service.)

(Billy Christie was recognized
for his years of service as
Northwest Regional
Coordinator before becoming
FABA’s Vice President.)

(New SW Trustee Allen Branch)

(Kirk Sullens, Benevolent Overlord)

(An auctioneer is born?)

CLINKER BREAKER, November 2015



Brett Moten
2015 FABA ANNUAL MEETING



Alice James
2015 FABA ANNUAL MEETING



Liam Hoffman
2015 FABA ANNUAL MEETING



FOR SALE
Clay Spencer / Ray
Clontz style Tire
Hammer, 1HP 110 /
220 volt farm motor,
6 inch diameter
anvil, 4140 dies, 24
square inch,  by 1
inch thick baseplate,
Frame is painted and
hammer is ready to
plug in and go to
work… Hammer has
to be picked up at
my shop in
Wetumpka, Alabama.
Call or text Raymond
Head for pricing 334-
399-5877 or e-mail
e.m.forge@gmail.
com (This hammer
was made by
agreement from Clay
Spencer and comes
with a set of
manufacturing
prints.)

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Jerry Grice Scholarship  2015

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Jerry Grice, one of our charter
members. Its purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing and is available to any FABA
member in good standing.  The award is limited to the actual cost or $1000, whichever is
lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate of
43.2 cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is lesser).
A letter of application or a detailed email may be submitted provided the applicant answers
the following questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?
2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you have?
3. How will this instruction help you with your blacksmithing craft?
4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?
5. What is the name of the course and the name of the instructor teaching the class?
6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, transportation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice  Scholarship the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of skills learned and
write a report of the learning experience,  including  “how-to” for publication in the Clinker Breaker. The next item is
not required but strongly suggested that an article made by the new knowledge be offered for auction at the Annual
meeting.
Completed letters of application or emails should be sent to John Butler, Chair , FABA Scholarship Committee, 777
Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or jgbutler@sprintmail.com.
Deadline for receipt is December 31, 2015. Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the
Board shall be final. The successful applicant will be notified.



Credit Card Visa__ MC__ Discover__
#_____________________________________
V code_____ Exp Date___________
Signature______________________________

Your FABA membership begins when your application and
membership fee is received. Membership is per family and lasts one
year. Send $25.00 fee and application to:

Cassandra Garcia, FABA Treasurer
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New____  Renewal ____

Name_________________________________
Spouse’s Name__________________________
Address_______________________________

_____________________________________
City State Zip

Phone:________________________________
E-Mail________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter by PDF______
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President John Watson 850-421-8005 Circlejbar3@gmail.com
Vice President Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswoodforge@embarqmail.com
Treasurer    Cassandra Garcia 904-501-9418   treasurer@blacksmithing.org
Secretary    Gene Kovacs    850-539-2345    gbkovacs@bellsouth.net
Program Chairman Kirk Sullens 352-357-7221 kirksullens@gmail.com
Past President Jerry Wolfe 941-355-5615 wolfeforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NE Jordan Thomas 352-478-9580 firebrandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-556-8403 Ron@munlaw.net
Trustee SE Ralph Nettles 561-906-2827 ralphnettles@msn.com
Trustee SW   Lisa Anne Conner 813-505-8041  melisandeaubrey@hotmail.com
Editor David Reddy 813-875-2098  editor@blacksmithing.org

WebMaster Michael Kummer  941-345-5745  web@blacksmithing.org

FABA Officers

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Cassandra Garcia, Membership
216 NE 3rd St., Apt. #3
Gainesville, FL 32601

Any fees incurred by returned checks will be passed back to the member.
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