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President’s Corner
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Last month I gave you a snapshot
of FABA’s past and where our
efforts have taken us in locating,
developing and preserving
blacksmithing sites in Florida.
Having these sites helps give our
widely extended membership access to nearby places to
gather and learn our craft (of which I think we are doing a
pretty good job).  So, where does FABA go from here?

You may have noticed that over the past couple of years
FABA has made a minor shift in policy.  We have begun
acquiring our own tools, in addition to donating tools to
outfit the blacksmith sites mentioned above.  It began with
the purchase of  11 anvils, and the acceptance of some larger
equipment such as the hydraulic press that Willard Smith
donated and the power hammer that Juan Holbrook donated.
We changed course primarily because of the great difficulty
we run into each year borrowing all the set-ups necessary to
equip the classes and demonstrators at our annual
conferences.

FABA’s record of keeping track of the few tangible properties
we have had in the past has not exactly been exemplary.  I
don’t know how many extension cords we have bought over
the years or the location of our four medical kits (one for
each region) or the conference instruction manual, etc.  Part
of the problem lies with the two year terms our board
members serve.  With half of the board turning over each
year it is difficult to preserve institutional memory, as well
as knowing who has what and where it is.  On the flip side,
board turnover is healthy.  It helps maintain energy on the
board as well as providing new and progressive ideas.

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Established May 18, 1985

We have considered various options for warehousing our
equipment--from buying a trailer, renting a building, to using
a member’s house.  The trailer idea was rejected based upon
the experience of other chapters, the rental because of the
cost and logistics.  Currently our equipment is as usual
scattered all over the state.  Just to give you an idea, I have
the PA system, the conference signs and videotape collection
here in Tallahassee.  Two of our tents and the tarps are in
Gainesville and one tent is in Barberville.  Our anvils and
other forge equipment are located in the four regions under
the supervision of the regional coordinators.  Some of the
registration and auction material is in Gainesville and some
here in Tallahassee and who knows where, or if, we still have
the extension cords from last year.

Having said all that, where do we go from here?  I have been
paying careful attention to several successful models that
chapters like Alabama and Ohio have developed.  These
chapters have been able to build structures at a state park or
county fairground that provide a permanant location to house
equipment, as well as an excellent location for holding
conferences.  Such facilities are made to entertain large groups
of people.  Generally, fairgrounds have large pavilions with
bleachers for demonstrators (which eliminates the need for
tents and the worry about rain).  Fairgrounds and state parks
also have bathroom facilities, kitchens, parking, electrical
outlets, etc.  I love the Pioneer Settlement in Barberville and
its ambiance but as we grow I believe we eventually will need
a home of our own where we can house our equipment for
conferences and other events.  Should some future board
decide to go this route I strongly believe that any location
chosen should be somewhere in central Florida so that all
FABA members would have equal access.
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored
events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if
you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter)
on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from month to month; check
the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all
or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you’ll need to bring a lunch if you
stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com
Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

November 2007
NE 03-04 Barberville - Pioneer Jamboree

NW 10 Phillip & Elaine Holley’s “Black Dog
Forge” behind 3204 Willow Street in Cottondale, FL.
Directions:  From I-10 go north on Hwy 231(about 3 miles)
to Cottondale, cross RR tracks and turn right on Front Street
(at blinking light) go down to hard left onto Willow Street;
the shop is located behind the house so turn right on But-
tercup Lane.  It is the first drive on right at Anvil sign.
Please bring a covered dish & “Iron In The Hat” items.
Phillip Holley & Ron Childers will be demonstrating.
Hope to see you there

SE   17 Boy Scout Camp: info from : from I-95 exit go
east onto Indiantown Rd, go north (left) onto Island
Way (1st traffic light).  Stay on it until it ends at
Country Club  Dr-go left—It ends at the entrance
to Boy Scout Camp.

SW  24 Wolfe’s Forge - Open forges
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Current  Events

NE - Nov 10 --we will NOT be having covered dishes
for lunch. Those in attendance have two
options....when we break for lunch we can:   1.  leave
and eat at a fast food or sit-down restaurant;   2.  bring
your lunch

Future Events
NE Dec. 1 Hardwicke's Home in Altoona
SE Dec until further notice - Boy Scout camp
SW  Dec 08 - Wolfe Forge - Combined November

and December meetings - Stay tuned for details.
Christmas ornaments?

NW - Dec 9:  Bill Adams, Havana, FL
NW - Jan 12, 2008: Bill Robertson/Patty Draper,
Applecross Forge; Tallahassee, FL
NW - Feb 09, Juan & Linda Holbrook;  Gainesville, FL
NW - Mar 08, Clyde and Vi Payton; Monticello, FL
NW - Apr 12, 2008: Panhandle Pioneer Settlement;
Blountstown, FL

Report from the Southeast
Ed Aarons

Not bragging, but, everyone at the meeting felt that we got
a lot accomplished for the second meeting in a row.. There

were 14 in attendance.

We held a Guillotine workshop and bending tool workshop.
Since two people did all the cutting, drilling and grinding
before the meeting we were able to assemble 12 of each.
Thanks Don and John for all your preliminary work otherwise
we'd still be there.

 Also a big "THANK YOU" to Eric for use of his shop.

We all worked together well with Don doing all the welding.
Part of the time, we had two assemblies going at once, he'd
turn around, tack a part, weld another and move to another
section and finish welding the tack. He probably did 80
percent  of the work. We broke down into 4 or more groups
working on everything from our projects to the electrical for
some shop equipment.

Some pictures were taken during the workshop. The pictures
will be worth a few thousand words.. I've run out of words,
look at the pictures.

November meeting will be held at the Boy Scout Camp. Per
Steve Steinmetz-they would like as many smiths as possible
since this is their biggest day.Please attend if possible!
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Thanks everyone for the hard work, there are other workshop
projects that we can schedule if anyone has any suggestions...
Let me know.

Report from the Southwest
Jerry Wolfe

The September meeting was held at Wolfe Forge in Sarasota.
Trez Cole demonstrated how to "raise a bowl" using sheet

steel. Many different forms including a swedge block, many
different sizes and shapes of stakes were used to form bowl
shaped objects. The group tried their hand at some aluminum
and copper to see how it worked with Trez's techniques.

Report from the Northwest
Billy Christie

Skeeter and Lou Prather were the our host for the September
8th meeting at Skeeter Built Forge in Tallahassee. It was a
beautiful, sunny day with 27 people signing in..

Our guest demonstrator was Jerry Wolf (and wife Irene)
from Sarasota, FL.  Jerry is a metallurgist who is retired
from the Timken  Company. Jerry gave a very interesting,
educational talk and demonstration about practicable
metallurgy for the backyard blacksmith. He had charts,
graphs and a chalkboard as a visual to help explain the
different internal changes that different types of metals can
go through at different temperatures and how the amount
of time effect the desired or undesired results. He also
demonstrated how to properly preform a fracture test on
different types of unknown steel (to see how much force it
takes to break it). He also made a chisel out of mild steel,
then using Robb Gunter’s “Super Quinch” to harden it to
about a 43 on the Rockwell scale. He then tested the chisel
to see the results. There was a LOT of technical information
given out, I hope you were there to absorb some of it.
Thanks, Jerry.

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $ 80.00, thanks to all the
neat stuff and the help from Linda Holbrook & Mark Stone.
(Five free tickets for any hand forged item)

The covered dishes and desserts were delicious.  A BIG
thank you to Lou and her helpers.

After lunch we had an open forge with Ron Childers helping
Robert Harrell make a tomahawk, using the chisel that Jerry
made to cut out the center.

Notices, For Sales & Want-Ads

BLACKSMITH COAL NOW AVAILABLE!
$22 per 100 lb bag (Pickup only) - Pioneer Settlement,
Barberville, FL - Call for details: 386-749-2959 -
www.PioneerSettlement.org

Conference coverage in the Dec issue
If you’ve got info/pics/whatever, send it in! - Editor
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of
blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership
includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com
Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com
Past President –see Prez above – 2nd term
Trustee NE Tom Kennedy 407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee NW Ron Childers 850-878-8537 munlaw2@hcsmail.com
Trustee SE Keith Andrews 863-983-8513 -unknown-

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653
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FABA M EM BERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist B lacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA , Inc.
Date __________   New�       Renewal �

Name_____________ ____________________
Address___________________________ ____
____________________ _____________ ____
   City                         Sta te            Zip
Phone:H ome___________ __Work:_ ________
E-M ail_ ___________________ __________
Spouse’s Name:___ _____________________

If you do not wish to be list ed me in the printed FABA directory, 

Send this application and a membership fee of $25.00

to
Juan H olbrook, FABA Treasurer

6418 N W 97 Court
Gainesville , FL 32653

Make check out to FABA .  Your FABA membe
begins when we rece ive your payment and lasts
year  M embership is for a  family.  You don’t ha
be an A BANA member to join FABA , but man
FA BA members are, and we encourage membe
in both organiza tions.

please check the box to the right � 
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