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President’s Corner

Bill Robertson

Wow, this month went fast.  It

seems like I just finished typing

last month’s message.  A week

at the folk school will do that to

you.  The week there, I swear,

is only two days long.  You

must be tired of me blabbing

about the folk school by now,

but I am going  to try one last

time to convince some of you, who I know will benefit and

have one of the best experiences of your life, to apply for

one of the two scholarships that are available this year.  For

the last 16 years Patty and I have been absorbing

blacksmith knowledge like sponges through books,

conferences, meetings and every other source you can

imagine.  You would think we would have been exposed to

most all of the basic stuff by now.  However, when I take

a class I am always surprised and find myself saying “how

come I never saw that before?”   To try to further

encourage some of you to consider applying for one of the

scholarships I am including below just some of the many

new tips (to me)  that I picked up from Clay Spencer’s

traditional joinery class at the John C. Campbell Folk

School.  Contact Skeeter Prather at 850-386-9246 for

scholarship application details.

One other quick item - I just got back from a great meeting

at Steve Bloom’s shop in Archer, near Gainesville.   I’m

glad I went, but ouch, $40 for gas from Tallahassee to

Archer!  It made me think that maybe we should coordinate

car pools to the meetings.  We could do this though the

regional coordinators or through our website or something.

If anyone has any suggestions let me know.  I could have

used the company and the extra $20.

Tip 1 : A U-shaped bracket that fits around

and slides on your stock will allow you to

mark three sides of the stock at the same

level at the same time.

 

Tip 2 : A gage you slide up and down on

your stock to determine if you have any fat

spots that need more fullering.

 

Tip 3 : This is how you bend, flatten and

fold back stock to achieve the interesting

s q u i g g l e

des ign tha t

Roberta Elliot

puts into her

squiggle art

pieces.

Tip 4 : How to transfer

your pencil art to an

iron layout table:

Chalk the back side of

the paper real heavy.

Tape the paper face up

on the table.  Trace the

art with a stylus, then

trace over the chalk

outline left on the table with a silver pencil. 

Tip # 3

Tip # 1

Tip # 2

Ed Arrons

Steve Bloom

Billie Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NW region - Jun 10

SE Region - Jun 17SW Region - Jun 24

NE Region - Jun 03

June 2006

NE  Jun 03 Barberville - open forges

NW  Jun 10 Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science 

SE  Jun 17 John Obrien's shop 

 All Jun 19 Deadline Walt Anderson Scholarship application
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Current Events
NW  Jun 10 Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural

Science (previously named Jr. Museum).  Free

admission for FABA members.  Bring a brown

bag lunch or enjoy the Trail Break Café at the

museum.  The address is 3945 Museum Drive,

Tallahassee, Fl.     

SE  Jun 17 John Obrien's shop - bring covered dishes or

your own lunch &  we will be working on our

Project to donate for auction.   

SW Jun 24 Wolfe Forge – Making items from RR Spikes

by Peter Chamberlain. Knifes, hooks, hangers,

door knockers – Many things can be made from

Spikes. Come and see one of our “young

developing smiths” at work.  I’m sure we will

learn something. Lunch break – Bring a dish to

share. Bring  Iron in the Hat item

Reports from the Northeast

Ken Knight

The meeting at Steve & Kimmy Blooms was a great hit -

approximately 30 people signed in and most of the chili

vanished.  Steve had a unique and innovative way of making

animals, while Ben Rogers approach was more traditional. Bill

Roberts on the other hand was way out there, I mean on the

cutting edge. Welding two flat plates together, attaching a 1/4"

pipe to it, heat it red hot and hit it with 100 psi of air, and it puffs

up! what a neat thing to do! I'm very worried about Bob Jacoby.

Blowing up a dodecahedron! In a room full of people! It looked

like a nuclear device. If NASA needs a blacksmith on Mars Bobs

there man. 

June 3rd meeting will be at Barberville with open forges. I'll

bring the anvil, Juan Holbrook is donating to our conference

project, and we can size hardies. I'll also have the wooden Firkin

bucket ready.

Project reports on bird heads and the “moo” will appear next

month. (Editor)

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

The project was an “organic element” made from a piece of mild

steel about 161/2 “ long x ¼ “ thick, with six elements sticking

out along the top and six more sticking out along the center. The

top ones are forged into petals (using several different methods)

and shaped to form a flower. The six in the center are forged into

leaves, and then every other one is heated and twisted around to

the other side so there are three leaves on each side.  The results

were impressive!  Juan donated it for auction after the “Iron In

The Hat” and it went for $50 with Charles “Hippie” Pate the top

bidder.  Thanks Hippie!  ?  The total for “Iron In The Hat” items

was $125.00.  Linda Holbrook sold tickets and Aaron Peck

called the winning numbers.  Don’t forget…five (5) free tickets

for any hand forged item!  

A delicious, mouth-watering lunch, provided by the volunteers of the

settlement, was cooked on an antique wood stove.  Um…um….good!!

After lunch, there were open forges with several people trying their

hand at working with metal.  

Thirty-five (35) people signed in, not counting the people visiting

during Farm Days at the settlement.  Thanks Willard and Linda

Smith, Juan Holbrook, settlement volunteers, and everyone else that

helped make this an interesting and VERY educational experience!

Happy Hammering and see you at the Tallahassee Museum of History

and Natural Science (Tallahassee Jr. Museum to you ‘old’ timers) on

June 10th.   

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The April meeting for the SW group was held at Wolfe Forge with 6

in attendance to watch Dennis Stiffler demonstrate many welding

techniques.   Dennis showed the proper technique to do cutting with

Oxygen/Acetylene; welding with MIG; welding and brazing with a

HENROB torch; brazing copper pipe and how to anneal aluminum.

Put a black soot on the aluminum with a rich flame, then heat till the

black soot burns off, then the sheet is “READY TO BEND”. 

Thanks to everyone who attended and participated.

Classified

Established blacksmith, own shop for 10 years, 2 full-time

employees; high-end ornamental design, construction and

installation. Caracas, Venezuela. CD Portfolio available upon

request. Fluent in English, Spanish & Polish. Married, 2 yr old son. 

Seeks work in established shop in U.S. Has “Green Card” already.

E-mail: michalzubr@yahoo.com; Phone: +58 412-6908. Website:

www.geocities.com/michalzubr.

SE meeting - members at work

mailto:michalzubr@yahoo.com;
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Assorted pictures of recent meetings – if you take ‘em, I’ll try to fit them in....Editor

Skeeter Prather demo-ing

NW-Mar 11

NW-Apr 08

Juan Holbrook demo-ing

SW-Apr 22

Pipe brazing
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ARTICLES FOR SALE: RAY NAGER 863-868-5837 OR 863-286-9603 (cell) (Lakeland)
0. Plasma Cutter - Thermal Dynamics - "Merlin" cuts 2" all metals. New $17,000.00. Runs great - $5,500.00
1. Lathe - Clausing Colchester 13" swing-gear head lathe - 5 H.R - All new beanngs $3500.00
3. Gas welder - Miller (bluestar) - 2E AC/DC needs a bendix - runs great -with leads $450.00
5. Craftsman 12" band saw     $100.00
6 Skilsaw - 4 Vi Super duty metal cutting horizontal band saw - $125
7. Joy twist air screw 185 C.F.M - all new bearings   $1,000.00 Replacement cost $3,500.00
8. Various anvil tools - bottom swages - $20.00 each
9. Assorted leg vises - 6 approx.       $175.00 each
10. 3 ton manual chain fall  $423.00                        
11. Anvil - 250 Ib eagle anvil - excellent shape, no chips or dings - $450 With metal base   $125.00
12. Electric kiln - $175.00
13. Sacma 40 ton ironworker - 2 h-p. motor with dies and punches (mubea punches and dies )    $2,500.00
14. Millermatic 200 - wire feed welder - 230 volts - draws 40 amps - with bottle and gage and spool of wire - runs aluminum or steel    $650.00
15. Tig wire - 1/16 308 filler rods, some bronze, some aluminum different size, different alloys - 1000 lbs  available - $3.00, $4.00 & $5.00 lb
16. Antique cone mandrel - 4 foot tall - 1 '/2 thick wall - approximately 300 Ibs - rare as hen's teeth - $550.00
17. 2- 7" hand grinders - heavy duty - 1 Milwaukee, 1 black & decker -$50.00 each
18. 1 scroll saw - Dremel - high and low speed - 16" throat   $125.00
19. 47 x 9' layout table with pullout drawers on one end, has tool rack opposite end - 3/8 plate top, 3" pipe legs      $350.00
20. 5 h,p. air compressor - 2 stage - cast iron jugs - 230/460 3 phase - could be changed to single phase -120 gallon horizontal tank $500.00
21. 2-4 drawer steel filing cabinets - $50.00 each
22. 10" sears craftsman radial arm saw - 120/240 volts -1 phase ball bearing motor with stand $275.00
23 K.H.Huppert - 0-2000 degrees heat treating forge -110 plug-in opening -4"wide X51/2"- deep - great for knife maker - can dial up any
setting, has stainless steel jacket          $330.00
24. 36" slip rolls on metal stand $500.00
25. Various sledge hammers
26. Various torches and gages for oxygen-acetylene
27. Gas forge - propane/ natural gas - 110 blower - 27" deep x 9" clearance quiet & very hot - on metal stand -  weight, 450 Ibs.    $500.00

PREPARING TO MOVE THE SHOP - GET WHAT YOU WANT WHILE IT LASTS.
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(My apologies to Jerry – I’ve been holding this article for when space was available, and it is!)
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President –see Prez above – 2  termnd

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org
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