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President’s Corner

Bill Robertson

Now that the holiday eggnog

has mostly cleared through my

system I would like to mention

a few things that I was remiss

in reporting in last month’s

issue.

  

The 2006 FABA election

results:  Welcome back and congratulations to Charlie

Stemmann, our new trustee representing the SE region.

Charlie takes the seat that was held by Steve Kalb.  Thank

you, Steve, for stepping up to the plate and for all the effort

you put into re-energizing the SW region over the past two

years.  Largely through your efforts an almost extinct

region is now back on its feet gaining membership and

enthusiasm.  A true testament to the power of one

individual

. 

Although the rest of the individuals on the ballot for the

last election were incumbents and ran unopposed, we had

a very high voter participation rate.  That gives those of us

re-elected the acknowledgement that you actually want us

in office a little longer and approve of what we have been

doing.  Thank you.  

Please be thinking about who is going to be the next

generation of FABA leaders.  I doubt that many of us are

going to run for a third term  Also, remember that at the

next election you will be voting for just one trustee that

will represent your region.  This is a change from nominees

at large for the trustee positions.

Scholarships:  Congratulations to Jerry Wolfe, the

recipient of the 2005 Walt Anderson Scholarship.  Jerry is

the regional coordinator for the SW region.  He has picked

up the where Steve Kalb left off and has been doing a great

job - hosting, demonstrating and organizing events for the

SW area.  We look forward to seeing what you learn up at

the folk school, Jerry.

This year there may be as many as three scholarships to

choose from - the Walt Anderson Scholarship, one offered

directly from the John C. Campbell Folk School and a new

one being offered by the Southern Blacksmith Association

(the group that puts on the Madison conference).   For more

information about these scholarships and how and when

you can apply, please contact Skeeter Prather, Chairman of

the Scholarship and Awards Committee.  Phone #

850-386-9246  or 2816 Terry Rd Tallahassee FL 32312

A wonderful donation:  Finally, for those of you who

were not present at the

g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p

meeting at the annual

co nfere n c e  w he n  the

announcement was made,

Juan and Linda Holbrook

have generously donated a

wonderful 25-pound power

hammer to FABA.   Some

how a thank you just

doesn’t seem enough!

Maybe we should get a

plaque to attach to it and it

will be known from now on

as the Holbrook Hammer. 

Thanks, Juan and Linda! 

Ed Aaron

Steve Bloom

Ron Childers

Billie Christie

Bill Robertson



Clinker Breaker - February 2006 -2

Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing comm unity.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted

in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings

in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide M eeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-

3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates m ay vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  M ost meetings run from 9AM  to 4PM , and you'll need

to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

SW region - Feb 25

NW region - Feb 11

SE region - Feb 18

NE region - Feb 04

February  2006

NE Feb 04 Ben Roger’s Histroic Shop

NW  Feb 11 Juan & Linda Holbrook’s Forge in Gainesville, FL.

SE Feb 18 Yesteryear Village

SW Feb 25 Hammer In at Wolfe Forge – Demo by Phil Pauley &  by

Jerry Wolfe - see pg 3.
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Current Events
NW Feb 11 Holbrooke’s - Jerry W olfe  will be

demonstrating traditional joinery. Lunch will be provided. Bring

iron-in-the-hat items.

SW Feb 25 Wolfe Forge. Demo by Phil Pauley of North

Port on using "His favorite Blacksmith Tool" &  by Jerry Wolfe

on "Some things I learned at Campbell Folk School. Bring a dish

to share for lunch and an item for the Iron in the Hat. Jerry O.

Wolfe  4210 MacKay Falls Terrace; Sarasota,FL 34243;

941-355-5615

Upcoming Events
NE Mar 04 Barberville

NW Mar 11  Payton Forge in Monticello, FL

NE May 06 Steve Bloom’s - Williston Fl

SE Mar 18 Ray and Anne Reynolds.

NW Apr 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement Blountstown

Reports from the Northwest

Billie Christie

December 10th was a beautiful Saturday with a cold start for the

meeting at Rick & Joyce Jay’s Bear Creek Metal Craft in

Fountain, Florida.  This was a joint meeting with the SE Section

of the Alabama Forge Council’s Wiregrass Forge and the NW

Section of FABA. We had a total of 31 people sign in. Rick Jay

started the demonstration by showing some of the things that he

learned at Uri Hoffa’s Power Hammer Class--like tapering out a

1” round bar under the power hammer without making it square,

just turning it slowly in the same direction.  Worked Great. This

turned out to be a large leaf which he veined under the power

hammer. He went on to make a tapered cat tail and a fire place

rake with a fancy handle. Jeff Mohr was the next demonstrator.

He made a set of acorn dies and then used the dies to make a

couple of acorns. Jeff then forged out some oak leaves, made a

round grill and installed the oak leaves and acorns to make an

attractive accent piece. 

The “Iron In The Hat” had some great items and brought in

$212.00.  Thanks to Esther Gurr for the help and drawing the

winning tickets. As always, lunch was delicious.  There was fried

chicken, roast, a nice variety of covered dishes, and several

desserts. Thanks everyone for your food donations and a BIG

thank you to Joyce and her helpers.

After lunch it was back to the Power Hammer Demonstration.

Once again, it was a very interesting and educational day.  As

always, it was nice to see the Wiregrass folks again! Happy

Hammering and I hope everyone had a wonderful and safe

holiday!

Reports from the Southeast

Ed Aaron

Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas!!!!!! Our Dec Meeting

was attended by 2 members and me. Nathan Nettles forged some

Christmas gifts and Eric Vellecca came to check out an anvil. As

usual, I bent their ears with my stories.

I would like to address the Southeast Region's Membership...If

anyone would host a Meeting, please let me know. Otherwise we will

not be having that many meetings this year... I'm probably not the best

person to be the coordinator, but will keep trying until someone else

is in place.. I just need people to come forward to host some

meetings.

I have made some VCR  tapes of my adventures at J.C. Campbell and

of Forge & Anvil and past issues of Clinker Breaker and Hammers

Arc from Atlanta Guild of Alex Bealer Blacksmith Assoc that I will

make available to borrow at future meetings.

I hope to see all the SE members and a bunch of people from the

other Regions at Eric Vellecca's Shop in Jan. 

“Report on the Tire Hammer”

Ron Childers

I had the opportunity to use the Ray Clontz power hammer at

the AFC onference at Tannehill the first weekend in December. It is

a 50# hammer and uses an emergency spare tire for the clutch. The

control on the hammer built by Clay Spencer was really great. I used

it to draw out a rr spike for a plant hanger and the control was so

selective it was easy to get the shaft slick as a needle. The only hand

hammer work I did was punching and dimpling the holes and the

scrolling. But Clay has tools to punch and indent. Clay pounded out

some much bigger stuff and spent several hours demonstrating the

vast array of tools he made for it, most of which can be used on a

treadle hammer also. Clay's demo showed how to maximize its

potential with tools designed for a particular task. Everyone was

impressed with the way the hammer operated. 

Classes Available

Appalachian Center for Craft - Summer 2006 Blacksmithing 

1560 Craft Center Drive; Smithville, TN  37166

(931) 372-3051; (615) 597-6801

www.tntech.edu/craftcenter; ggentry@tntech.edu

June 5-9 Fire & Iron - Steve Williamson

June 12-16 A Blacksmithing Primer -Randy McDaniel

June 19-23 The Handmade Knife-Jim Batson

June 26-30 The Blacksmith’s Tools - Elmer Roush

July 10-14 Power Hammer Tools: Design & Construction

July 17-21 Blacksmithing: Techniques & Tools for the Shop -

James Viste

July 24-28 Blow It Up!Steel Inflation - Elizabeth Brim

(July 31-Aug. 4 -Mokume-Gane - Robert Coogan

Gail Gentry;Workshop & Event Coordinator

http://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter;
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and

preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker

monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s

purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the

publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com

Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com

Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com

Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com

Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  BobJacoby@BellSouth.net

Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com

Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #3 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@ blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Juan Holbrook, Membership Records

6418 NW 97 Court

Gainesville, FL 32653
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