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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

I hope you have
received your 2005 FABA
a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e
brochure and you are as
exited as I am about the
upcoming event.  If you
haven’t  received a
brochure, you can access
one at our web site
www.blacksmithing.org.
You may have noticed a
new flaming anvil logo on the front page of the brochure.
This is the winning T-shirt design by Bill Roberts and it
will be on our new T-shirts for sale at the conference.
Congratulations, Bill!  We had a fantastic turn-out for the
contest with a lot of really neat concepts.  I heard it was
hard for the committee to pick just one.  The other entries
will be on display at the conference gallery so you can see
them all.  I think this is something we should do every year.

Last year FABA purchased twelve 100# Russian anvils to
have available at the conference for the classes.  Since then
members have been busy building anvil stands, hot cuts,
fire rakes and forges to go with them.  The goal now is to
have three complete forging stations housed in each region
for regional events, classes and to be available each year for
the conferences.  This is a departure from FABA’s
philosophy of not owning “things.”  For years we have
been outfitting and donating equipment to various pioneer
settlements across the state and in return we have had

access to the blacksmith shops at these settlements but we
have not owned the equipment.  We avoided buying and
owning equipment because we had no place to store it and
we have a hard time keeping track of what little bit of stuff
we do have.  However, we feel that in the long run this
investment will be beneficial to the regions and it will be a
lot easier having a dozen forging stations available to start
each conference rather than trying to gather them all up
from the membership (something we will still need to do,
but to a lesser extent now, as we use 16 to 24 forging
stations for a conference). 

In addition to these forging stations we have slowly been
acquiring a fair amount of inventory for the conferences in
the way of tents, PA systems, etc.  This stuff gets scattered
each year after the event and every year we have to track it
back down and figure out what we have and what we need
when conference time comes around.  The idea of buying
a trailer to store everything in has been looked into several
times but has not been acted upon for a number of reasons.
Our goal now is to find a way to keep track of our inventory
and a safe place to store it.  Maybe a storage shed can be
built at one of the settlements that will allow us to keep our
stuff under our own lock and key.

This month I have a mini-tip for you.  Don’t try to speed up
the cooling process after you apply hot wax to your work
by holding it in front of a fan while wearing shorts!  Ow,
ow, ow, hundreds of droplets of hot wax on the legs!  See
you at the conference!  Bill

Ed Aaron
Steve Bloom
Billie Christie
Bill Robertson
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.
The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we
all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from
month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part
of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have
any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--
Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

October, 2005
NE Oct 01 Barberville (conference prep)

All Oct 07-09  Barberville- Annual conference
SE Oct 15 No Meeting.
SW Oct 29 (5th Saturday):Cracker Country Living History Museum – Florida

State Fairgrounds - Tampa. Juan Holbrook – Scrolls & Joinery of steel
elements – Collars, mortise and tenon (map was not available - check the
website for addendum under ‘Meetings’ - Ed).

Oct 01 & 07-09

Upcoming Events

SE - Nov 19 Meeting Charlie & Evelyn Stemmann's Open forges.Lunch will; be provided.
NW - Nov 12 at Bill Adam’s, Blind Hog Forge in Havana, FL.
NW - Dec 10 at Rick & Joyce Jay’s, Bear Creek Metal Craft in Fountain, FL.
NW – Jan 14 at Jeff & Brooke Mohr’s, Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville, FL.
NW – Feb 11 at Juan & Linda Holbrook’s Forge in Gainesville, FL.
NW – Mar 11 at Bill Robertson & Patty Draper’s, Applecross Forge in Tallahasse, FL.
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Reports from the Northwest
Billy Christie

The Northwest Region of FABA met on Saturday,
August 13th at Mike Bettinger’s, Bettinger Welding (known
for ornamental iron, gates, and railings) in Tallahassee. It
was a hot August day, but with the big open shop and huge
fans, it wasn’t bad at all. We had 34 people sign in. 

Our demonstrator was Mike Murphy who
demonstrates at the Tallahassee Museum of History and
Natural Science on a regular
basis. Mike has also
demonstrated at Bradley’s
Country Store, The Farmers
Heritage Museum, and
taught several propane forge
workshops. Today Murphy
s t a y e d  v e r y  b u s y
demonstrating how to make
several different items
including oyster knives,
cubical hooks, letter openers,
and lantern holders, that
would make excellent gifts
and/or items to sell. He also
provided many valuable tips and interesting information.   
       

Thanks to Linda Holbrook and Aaron Peck the “Iron
In The Hat” was a big success  and we brought in a total of
$128.00.  Remember, if you donate a hand forged item to the
“Iron In The Hat” drawing, you will receive five (5) free
tickets! ?

Lunch was delicious thanks to Mike Bettinger and his
good friend Mark Whitehead who had the big BBQ smoker
going when I arrived. We had more than enough chicken
and covered dishes to go around.  It was Delicious!

After lunch Mike Murphy and Clyde Payton
demonstrated how to make axle clips, which allows you to
attach an axle to the frame of whatever you want to make
mobile. Nice Work.

Mike Bettinger has lots of nice equipment in his shop-
an overhead bridge crane that’s as wide as the shop and
extends way out past the end of the building, a coal forge,
two propane forges, a 50 lb Little Giant Power Hammer, a
big Turkish power hammer, a Pull Max, a big Metalworker,
and a hand made stand holding a air chisel, which had foot
controls (boy could it vein a leaf). 
Thanks everyone for another great meeting. Happy
Hammering!

Reports from the Southeast
Ed Aaron

- Ed
The Southeast's August meeting was held at Yesteryear
Village with appx 14 Members in attendance. One of our
youngest members was hard at work, forging a tomahawk
from a railroad spike. Others were working on various
things. Everyone enjoyed the extra heat from the

forges..since it was only in the 90's. I am behind and
won't write much, just returned from J C Campbell last
week.
If anyone has any ideas for future meetings,
demonstrations or anything else, contact me. If anyone
has a need to do any forging, let me know. We'll pull the
equipment out and do it. See everyone at Barberville for
the October Conference

Notices / Appeals/ Want-Ads
Free info & books on Blacksmithing at:

http://www.countryside.gov.uk/
NewEnterprise/Economies/craftpublications.asp 
(thanks to Dave Smucker &  Ed Aaron)

Oxy-Acetylene Outfit ($175) w 1 pr spare flashguards,
1 set tip cleaners, 1 chalk holder, 10 brazing rods, gas
bottles (sizes were not specified - Ed);  

Lincoln 225-Amp Welder ($225) w helmet, chipping
hammer, 4 C-clamps, 3 magnets, 1 pr gloves, 12 6013
5/32" rods, 90' extension cable

contact :Harold Consbruck 352-373-2207

POWER HAMMER WORKSHOP
How would you like to have your very own 50 lb. Power
Hammer?  This is not a treadle hammer – it is powered
by a 1 hp. electric motor – not your foot!

Clay Spencer is conducting a workshop where you can
build your own hammer. The workshop will be Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, November 18, 19, 20, 2005.  The
workshop will be held at 
Mike Bettinger’s Welding Shop in Tallahassee,Florida.

We are projecting that the cost per workshop participant
will be around $1,000.00 each.  And for this and your
labor you will be getting about a $3,000 machine!  (You
do not have to be an “expert” metal 
worker to help build these hammers.)

The other hammer workshops which Clay has conducted
filled up fast, so if you are interested send a $1,000.00
check made payable to: BETTINGER WELDING, and
mail it to:

Clyde Payton
250 Payton Road
Monticello FL 32344

For more details and questions
call CLYDE PAYTON at 850/
997-3627.  If you email me make
sure you SUBJECT: Hammer
Workshop.  My email address is
paytonforge@nettally.com. 
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Join the Ocmulgee  Blacksmith Guild  for the 11th 
Annual Terry Ellerbee Bladesmith Symposium 

   October 1st and 2nd , 2005

Demonstrators :
 JASON KNIGHT-- forging the Bowie knife
 RADE HAWKINS -  soldering guards & fit and finish

Also featuring: Hands on instruction in the art and craft of
making high quality forged   cutlery.  Showcase of knives
by participants and judging of knife to appear on        
next years t-shirt. Cutting contest, same size and rules as
ABS; Knife supplies and material;  tailgate tool sales
World famous anvil shooter Extrordinaire  Colonel Tim
Ryan will carry on the old blacksmith tradition of
shooting an anvil high into the air.

The hammer-in will be held at the shop of Dewayne Frost
at 1016 Van Buren Rd Barnesville Georgia
Free camping is available on site. Sorry no hook-ups.
Early set-up welcome Ocmulgee Blacksmith Guild will
furnish coffee and doughnuts Saturday and Sunday
mornings and lunch on Saturday.Remember to bring
something for the Iron-in-the Hat.

There is no admission or fees. The general public is

welcome to attend.
                       
For more information contact : Dewayne Frost ;
770-358-1426; 1016 Van Buren Road;   770-584-1805
  lbrtyhill@aol.com Barnesville, GA. 30204  ;
 Buster Grubbs  478-743-4244  srforge@bellsouth.net

Motels and lodging 5 miles away in Barnesville, Ga. I
recommend the following:  Sun Inn       Country Hearth
Inn  878 Hwy. 341 south  648 Hwy. 41 south
  770-358-1700    1-866-9-SUN-INN  770-358-0967
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and
preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker
monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s
purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the
publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers
President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com
Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com
Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  jacoby@fdn.com
Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com
Trustee #3 Steve Kalb 239-489-2396 scpfdkalb@firehousemail.com
Trustee #4 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Juan Holbrook, Membership Records
6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Steve Bloom, Editor; P.O. Box 760; Archer, FL 32618-0760; (352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org; http://www.blacksmithing.org

1st Class
Postage

October 2005


