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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

I hope everyone
has been enjoying the
timely delivery of the
Clinker Breaker.  You can
thank our new newsletter
editor Steve Bloom for
that.  Now if you want to
see more blacksmithing
stuff in it “you” are going
to have to send something
in.  Steve is renewing the
tradition of listing the
contributors to each issue
on the front page.  The fact that he can do this in a
two-inch square area of the page may tell you something. 
We have over 350 FABA members so I am hoping to see
more than the same two or three names up there each
month.  Please, if you have a something that you think
someone else might be interested in like a new resource, a
jig design you have invented or have just seen, something
to sell or anything of blacksmithing interest, please send
it to Steve so we can all learn about it.  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for May 20,
21 and 22 for the SBA Madison conference.  You should
be receiving the conference brochure shortly.  There will
be four main demonstrators this year: Dereck Glazer,
Peter Happny, Mark Hooper and Audra Draper.  The
success of this event, like our annual conferences,
depends on generous auction donations (may I suggest
you set aside that extra tool or jig that some new
blacksmith would love to have and would pay big bucks
for).  Those of you who have never been to a Madison

conference yet get ready for a great time,
The FABA board of directors has now divided

up the tasks that go in to putting on our next conference
since we have found ourselves without a program chair
for 2005.  But don’t think you are off the hook.  For the
past several years you may have noticed that the same
people have been volunteering for the jobs like sitting at
the registration desk, taking in the auction donations and
all the other necessary tasks.  These people have been
paying their registration fees just like the rest of you only
they never get to see much of the conference.  So, the
board is going to make a collective effort this year to
recruit a new generation of volunteers to apprentice in
these positions.  If you have enjoyed the last several
conferences without having spent a few hours or half a
day helping out (and we know who you are) it would be
much better that you step forward now and ask how you
can help rather then finding yourself cornered by one of
us.  

Well, I believe that covers for the month my
obligations of rousting the recruits.  My safety tip this

time is to cover up when gas welding.  Occasionally you
will hear a loud pop when gas welding; this occurs when
a small air bubble gets trapped in the molten metal and
then expands and explodes.  This happens fairly
frequently if you are a novice welder like I am and it is
usually not much of a concern except that once in a while
you get a really big bubble and it spits a molten blob of
iron on your neck.  Not only did that hurt, but now I have

to explain that, no, that’s not a big hickie on my neck! 
So be safe, and don’t keep hammering the metal after it
has cooled off.

Bill

Ed Aarons
Steve Bloom
Bill Conyers
Albin Drzewianowski
Allen Dyer
Rob Gardner

Tom Kennedy
Ken  Knight
Ted McNett
Bill Robertson
Bob Rupert
Eric Velleca
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.
The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we
all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from
month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part
of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have
any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE- Mar 05 & Mar 26

SE-Mar 19
NW-Mar 12

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 –unknown--
Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: –open-- why not you? 10% yearly wage increase!

March, 2005
NE Mar 05 Barberville-Ronnie Fowler will demonstrate oxy-acetylene

torch use from proper setup to shut down, cutting heavy
stock, localized heating, and welding.  After the demo,
everyone will have a chance to use the torch to heat-bend a
rod into a triangle bell.  We will have multiple torches, so
come one, come all.  Please bring a dish - burgers and hot
dogs will be provided.

NW Mar 12 Rex and Mary Ellen Anderson's new shop at 1221 Vista,
Monticello, FL (from Monticello Courthouse go South on
Hwy. 19, 1.5 miles, and turn right on County Road 259. Go
1.2 miles and turn left on Vista. Rex's shop is .1/2 mile down
on right at 1221). BBQ will be provided. Please bring a dessert
or side dish and your "Iron In The Hat" items.Plan to be there
so we can break in Rex's new shop! Bring a chair & your tools
for open forges after lunch.

SE Mar 19 Don Shedlock & Colleen Dowd’s Place: Steely Don’s Forge,
16360 115th Ave.North,Jupiter 561-747-2658;Lunch will be
served--Don will demonstrate and discuss the safe and proper
use of various equipment in his shop-Oxyacetylene torch,
Plasma torch and Air-arc and more

NE Mar 26 Barberville-“Tools, Trades, & Transportation” - for those who
know what this is, nothing more need be said.  As for the rest
of you - a great time will be missed if you don’t come.  Old
tools, old cars, and just old stuff.
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Extended Forecast

NE Apr 02 Barberville (OPEN FORGES)
NW  Apr 09 Statewide Meeting - Panhandle Pioneer

Settlement in Blountstown, FL. Beginning
blacksmith classes will be offered.Our guest
demonstrator at the Statewide Meeting will
be Heath Ivey of Swingarm Forge,
Farmington, GA. I have seen some of Heath's
work and you will NOT want to miss his
demonstration!!

SE Apr 16 Ray and Anne Reynolds' home - Lunch to be
provided,open forges

NE May 07 Steve Bloom's - near Williston,FL -
traditional chili - plus more than you ever
wanted to know about bronze - how to make
it, how to forge it, how to cast it, how to
enamel on it, how to make knife parts out of
it.....

SE May 21 Yesteryear Village unless someone
volunteers to host meeting

Madison May19-21 - Madison, GA
NW May 14  Dr. Ed and Nancy Crane’s new shop in

Tallahassee, Fl.
NW  June 11  Clyde and Vi Payton’s shop, Monticello, Fl.

Lots of tailgate sales!

Reports from the ad hoc Conference Talent
Scout

Tom Kennedy

Good news!  I got back signed contracts from Tim Ryan
and Don Fogg.  Don also sent me a one page biography
which could be used in the conference brochure, his stuff
can also be checked out on www.dfoggknives.com.   I am
confident I will get the stuff from Tal Harris soon, he is
probably compiling a bio for our conference flyer.  We
need to ask our membership about what they would like to
see in these demonstrations.  Tal is an accomplished
traditional smith with a variety of skills in joinery, forge
welding, and tool-making.  Don is an internationally
known bladesmith who specializes in damascus blades
and traditional sword making.

Please pass this info on to the regional coordinators and
membership in all the regions so I can get their feedback
and let our demonstrators know what kind of demos to put
together.  It looks like the beginning of a great conference. 
Hope to hear from you all soon!

Reports from the Northeast
Ken Knight

The meeting at Ben Roger’s shop was well received by 52
members and friends. Ben enlightened us with his
demonstration of different ways to make a ring, rolling an
arch without a roller, and ways to upset a rod.  The Ben
showed us what a fuller, shaper and cutter can do under a
power hammer.  Drawing out a railroad spike to a 14"

long spoon was a real crowd pleaser.  It went fast in the
Buck-in-the-Bucket (which brought in $168).

The covered dish lunch was great! Thanks to everyone for
pitching in.

The tour of the old basket shop was the finishing stroke of
the day.  Thanks to Ben and all who helped to make this a
great meeting.  A special thanks goes out to Kent and
Melanie Owens for all they have done and continue to do
for the N.E. Region (Hear! Hear! - editor).

Reports from the Southeast
Ed Aaron

The S.E. Region held it's Jan. meeting at our (Ed and
Mickie Aaron's) house. There were 8 members and 2
guests in attendance.One guest submitted an application
for membership.

Although there was a threat of rain all day and
sprinkles after lunch, we had 3 forges going most of the
day. John O'Brien, Ray Reynolds and Don Shedlock made
hooks for the table at the Fair.Sarah McMurray worked on
belated Christmas gifts.

My wife did a great job of making homemade sweet
rolls, chili and other fixins for the day's activities.
Please bring items for Iron in the Hat-for future meetings -
also if anyone is interested in hosting a meeting - please let
me know.

Welcome New Members
Forest Butera
649 SW Meridian Avenue
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953
772-336-2323(H)/772-879-9400(W)
weaver@gate.net

Alex Hartsfield
427 Wilson Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32303
850-222-2431; Alex070186@aol.com

Henry Hannum
5513 Rowell Road
Milton, FL 32583
850-623-1734
hhannum@mchsi.com

Steve Johnson
7901 SW Monroe Johnson Road
Kinard, FL 32449

Mike & Colleen Jones
2715 Hillsboro Avenue
Panama City, FL 32405
850-769-4572; detjones@bellsouth.com

Richard & Joy Mercurio
16210 Hollow Tree Lane
Loxahatchee, FL 33471; 561-792-2731
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Ralph & Roxane Nettles
17265 Jupiter Farms Road 
Jupiter, FL 33478
561-747-5489 (H)/561-906-2827 (W)
ralphnettles@msn.com

Brian Toole
4415 Bayshore Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33611
813-839-1754(H)/813-875-9000(W)
BrianToole@aol.com
 
Tim & Nancy Willingham
PO Box 120672
Clermont, FL 34711
352-243-3912 (H)/407-782-2776 (W)
tlwillingham@att.net

John Wilson
96 Sneads Drive
Greenville, FL 32331
850-342-3288

“Classified Section”

WE HAVE COAL AT BARBERVILLE! It will be selling
for $22.00 for a 100lb bag. It will be available at the
Regular NE Meetings on the 1st Saturday of each month,
when we are at Barberville.  If you need it during the
week, please call the Settlement for reservations at
386-749-2087, so they can have it ready for you.

WE HAVE COAL IN THE SOUTHEAST!   Rob
Gardner & Eric Velleca still have a lot of quality
blacksmithing coal that is for sale.  This is Elkhorn brand
coal from Louisville, Kentucky.  The price is $24.00 per
one hundred pounds.  Give them a call at 561-784-4994 to
make arrangements to pick some up.  Gardner & Velleca
Metal Design Inc. is located in Loxahatchee, FL which is
just west of the Palm Beaches.

Little Giant Workshop
You are invited to learn how to make your Little Giant
Power Hammer really pull its own weight! Begun by our
good friend Fred Caylor of Zionsville, Indiana, we carry
on his legacy of teaching people how to fully rebuild their
Little Giant power hammers. This 2 day class is a
hands-on opportunity to transform a 25 LB Little Giant
from a sluggish, uncooperative rattle trap to a purring,
quick to respond, workhorse of a  machine.We are
offering 1 class, March 18-20, 2005,   taught by the owner
of Little Giant, Sid Suedmeier. An old style 25 LB Little
Giant will start out in running (albeit frightening)
condition.  Over the course of 2 ½ days, the wear in every
moving part will be addressed and repaired.  Both old &
new styles of hammers will be covered completely. A new
style hammer will be on hand when specific differences
are discussed. 
The class will be held in our shop in historical Nebraska
City, Nebraska.  Our city has many cafes, outlet stores,

and antique and gift shops.  

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  
Men and women of all ages from all walks of life have
attended and benefited from this class.  Most repairs that
we teach can be done in an average shop, using common
tools.  If you are currently looking for a power hammer,
this class will equip you with much helpful information.
Whether you own a Little Giant or another variety of
power hammer, we will teach you how to get the best
possible performance from it.

The cost of the class is $95, refundable up to 7 days prior
to the class.  Advance registration is required.  The class is
limited to 25 participants.  We start at 9 AM sharp on
Friday, and usually have the machine rebuilt by Saturday
evening.  The schedule runs until noon on Sunday in case
we run into any problems in rebuilding, to answer
remaining questions, and to test drive the newly renovated
Little Giant.

Upon receiving your registration, we will send a city map,
along with travel and hotel information.  Nearby airports
are in Omaha (45 miles north), Lincoln (50 miles west)
and Kansas City (125 miles south).

2005 REGISTRATION
Name:__________________________
Business Name:_________________
Address:________________________
Telephone:______________________
Email/ Website:__________________
 
PAYMENT
(circle one)
Check enclosed
Visa              MasterCard
Discover        American Express
       Number:______________________
       Expiration Date:________________                            
                  
ABOUT YOUR POWER HAMMER...
Brand:_________________________Size:___________
_______________
Serial Number:__________________
Please call or email if you have any questions, or prefer to
register by phone.   

Contact us at 402/873-6603 or
sid@littlegianthammer.com
Mail registration to:
Little Giant; 420 4th Corso Suite B
Nebraska City, NE 68410
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from The Forge Fire - November 2004
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Estimation of Material of Parent Stock for a Taper
Rob Gardner

(for this discussion, assume that the goal is a 36" (3-foot) long taper running from 2" square at the broad end to 1" square at
the narrow end)

1. Find weight of the average of the taper: at 18" (50%) along the square taper, the cross-sectional dimension is 1.5" square
and the weight of 1.5" square stock is 7.65 lb/foot.
2. Divide that average weight by 12 to get the weight per inch:  7.65/12 = 0.6375 lbs/ft.
3. Multiply that product by overall length of desired taper in inches: 0.6375 x 36 = 22.95
4. Find weight of the parent stock: 2" square = 13.6 lb/foot.
5. Convert to inches: 13.60 lb/foot / 12 = 1.1333 lb/inch.
6. Divide #5 by #3: 1.133 / 22.95 = 20.25

So... to make a 3 foot square taper that is 2" on one end and 1" on the other end, cut 20.25" of 2" stock.
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $25.00 to
Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer

6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
begins when we receive your payment and lasts one year 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations.

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose
purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible
to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA
membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects
related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is
credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers

President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com
Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@ironflower.com
Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  jacoby@fdn.com
Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com
Trustee #3 Steve Kalb 239-489-2396 scpfdkalb@firehousemail.com
Trustee #4 John Butler 561-964-8834 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org

1st Class
Postage
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