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Clinker Breaker

President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

New Regional Coordinators:  Ed
Aaron has agreed to be the

Regional Coordinator for the SE
Region and Ken Knight will be
taking the position for the NE

Region for the 2005 term. 
Thanks guys, for volunteering. 
Contact information for these new coordinators can be found
on the Upcoming Events page of this newsletter.  We are still
looking for someone to fill the SW position.  This area could

use some help.  I think part of the problem is that it covers
such a wide area and there is no formal meeting location like
the pioneer settlements that the other three regions enjoy.  If

anyone is interested in working to strengthen this area, please
let Steve Kalb or me know.  We could use your help.

Call for 2005 conference volunteers:  I am sad to report that
due to health reasons Kent Owen has resigned his position as
Program Chair.  This leaves us with little time to pull together

and organize the 2005 FABA annual conference.  I am
soliciting volunteers that would like to help.  Specifically at
this juncture we are looking for people interested in teaching
a blacksmith class or a family program class such as broom
tying at the conference.  It would speed things up greatly if

you came forward rather than assigning someone to track you
down.  If you are interested or if you know someone who

might be interested, please call Jeff Mohr at 850-926-4448 or
e-mail him at mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com.  We are

going to try to follow the great example set by the SE region and
put this conference on as a group effort.  

Madison Special Project:  Here is the picture I sent Steve last
month that made his computer crash several times that never made
it in the article of the forged piece for the Madison special project. 
The iron art bar endings we want you to make to add to it will be

riveted to the outer ring.  Last month’s issue of the Clinker
Breaker has the specs to follow.  Patty’s mother was thinking of
donating the horse head she
forged that I raved so much

about.  
Board Meeting:  The FABA
board of trustees will meet at
noon on Saturday, February

26th at Erik Flett’s shop in Ft.
Myers during the quarterly

statewide meeting.  All FABA
members are welcome to attend
the board meeting.  During the
rest of the day, Kip Tourtillot

will be demonstrating tools and
tool making for the

blacksmith--something you won’t want to miss.  
Safety:  Next month if space allows I will return to my monthly

safety tips.  I was beginning to run out of personal examples but I
have managed to create a few news ones over the holiday.  Also

Rick Jay has a good one (you may have noticed his mangled
finger).  I will get him to confess how he managed that.  Try to be

careful out there.   
Bill



Clinker Breaker February 2005   - 2

Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.
The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we
all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from
month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part
of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have
any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NW - Feb 12

NE-Feb 05

SW - Feb 26SE - Feb 19

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-463-7395 –unknown--
Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Erik Flett (941) 437-3844 --unknown--

February, 2005
NE Feb 05 Ben Rogers Historic Shop
NW Feb 12 Juan and Linda Holbrook’s, 6418 NW 97 Court, Gainesville, Fl with Bill Robertson demonstrating. Lunch will be

provided-please bring “Iron In The Hat” items.
SE Feb 19 Gardner & Velleca Metal Design - 3381 E Road, Loxahatchee - 561-484-4994 -Lunch will be served-There will be no

formal demonstration-but Rob and Eric plan to work on "Things"
SW Feb 26 Quarterly Meeting at Erik Flett's shop at 2547 Katherine Street in Fort Myers Florida
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Extended Forecast
NE Mar 05 Barberville (OPEN FORGES)
NW Mar 12  Rex and Mary Ellen Anderson’s new shop and

forge outside of Monticello, FL.
SE Mar 19 Don Shedlock & Colleen Dowd’s Place: Steely

Don’s Forge, 16360 115th Ave.North,Jupiter
561-747-2658;Lunch will be served--Don will
demonstrate and discuss the safe and proper use
of various eqp in his shop-Oxyacetylene torch,
Plasma torch and Heliarc and more

NW  April 09 Statewide meeting-Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement in Blountstown, Fl.

NE Apr 02 Barberville (OPEN FORGES)
NE May 07 Steve Bloom's - near Williston,FL.
NW May 14  Dr. Ed and Nancy Crane’s new shop in

Tallahassee, Fl.
NW  June 11  Clyde and Vi Payton’s shop, Monticello, Fl.

Lots of tailgate sales!

Reports from the NorthEast
Kent & Melanie Owen

December 4th at Alan Hardwicke’s  was a rainy and cold
day. Of course the food was great. The frog & alligator
was great as were all the other dishes Chloe and Alan
made, as well as all of the dishes brought by the other
members. Melanie held her soap class everyone had lots of
fun and learned a lot. She showed some basics and then
the ladies got to make their very own personalized soap.
Aphrodesia was a very popular fragrance. (look out guys!)
It’s so nice to go to a meeting where there are people
happy to be with other, just for the joy of each other’s
company.

It was a beautiful day for the start of a New Year at
Barberville. We had about 25 members present, there were
husbands, wives and children present. We had a nice
covered dish for lunch. Remember it’s always a covered
dish when the meeting is at Barberville. If the meeting is
somewhere else, it never hurts to bring a covered dish too.

February  5, 2005 will be at Ben Rogers shop. (Look for
the map at the front of the Clinker) This is a very historic
site and well worth seeing. This was an old citrus basket
plant, it has been closed for a long time , but you can still
see the equipment with trees growing up through them.

March 5 will be back at Barberville with Ronnie Fowler
doing a class on Acetylene Welding. Ronnie has retired
from a lifetime of welding on LIVE GAS MAINS (brave,
brave man) and is still in one piece. 

WE HAVE COAL AT BARBERVILLE! It will be selling
for $22.00 for a 100lb bag. It will be available at the
Regular NE Meetings on the 1st Saturday of each month,
when we are at Barberville.  If you need it during the
week, please call the Settlement for reservations at
386-749-2087, so they can have it ready for you.

We have lost a lot of loved ones this past year, and the NE
Region has been affected also. Heartfelt condolences go
out to Bob Mancuso Who lost his mother right before the
New Year, Robert Brown who lost his Mother in Law
during the hurricanes, Kent Owen who lost his Aunt at
Christmas, and anyone else who may have lost a loved
one. We hope this coming year is a pleasant and peaceful
year for everyone.

To those of you who don’t know yet, Kent has had to
resign at Conference Chair, he would like to thank
everyone for showing their confidence by voting for him.
His declining health has made it impossible for him to do
what needs to be done to make the 2005 Conference at
Barberville the fantastic one it can be. We hope that all of
you will volunteer your time, services and donations to the
new Conference Chair Person, Ken Knight has
volunteered to take the position. We thank him very much
and will assist him in every way that we can.

Kent, Hope and I would like to thank everyone for their
caring thoughts, deeds and words on the loss of our home
to fire during Hurricane Frances.

Reports from the Northwest
Billy Christie

Happy New Year! The NW region of FABA met on
Saturday January 8, 2005 at Jeff & Brook Mohr’s
Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville, Fl. It was a warm,
muggy day with 41 people signing in.

Our feature demonstrator was Amanda Thon, an FSU
Fine Arts major, who took her first blacksmithing class at
the 2003 FABA conference in Blountstown. She has also
taken classes at John C. Campbell and Penland (?)
Schools. Amanda has also been working part time with
Jeff at his Mockingbird Forge.

Her demonstratation today was making a fireplace shovel.
She started by cutting out the shovel head blank with the
plasma cutter, and then forging it around the shovel head
die. For the handle she used ½” square steel. The handle
was forged into a nice scroll with a twist in the middle,
and the handle was attached to the head with two rivets. It
turned out great. She also made a hook with a twist.
Thanks, Amanda, nice work!

The “Iron In The Hat” was a big success, bringing in
$152.00 with Linda Holbrook drawing the winning
tickets.
Lunch was Blacksmith Chile with all the trimmings!
Thanks to Brook and all her grand helpers for a tasty
lunch! 
 
After lunch Jeff gave a demonstration using his power
hammer to turn a jackhammer bit into a hardie tool-hot
cut. This also included how to normalize it and then how
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to harden it the way Frances Whitaker taught him. This
was a fantastic meeting and as always educational and
informative!

This was the official ribbon cutting (burning) of the new
Jeff Mohr School of Blacksmithing, complete with a
blacksmith wine toast to celebrate the event. We also had
several beginners break in the newly set-up blacksmithing
school. Classes will begin in February on weekends (see
Jeff for more details).

Reports from the Southwest
Steve Kalb

The fourth Saturday in Febuary, the S.W. Region is
hosting the Quarterly Meeting at Erik Flett's shop at 2547
Katherine Street in Fort Myers Florida.  This is a event
you  do not want to miss.  Most smiths have very diverse
backgrounds and abilities with tools and toolmaking.  We
are having a basic fabricating and tool making class.  

The student will learn to make and use a Treadle
Hammer/Striker top tool that they will be able to take
what they make.  Introduction to the proper use of Torch,
Mig 
and Arc welding will also be covered.  This class is being
put on by no other than Kip Tourtillot!  Kip has been
involved in metal smithing for 30 years, with a heavy 
background in tools and machine milling.  Kip has been
modifying and making better tools to do new aspects of
smithing.  The student will learn to temper and apply 
these techniques into their own individual smithing
situation.  Regardless of skill level or forge, this is the
class for you!!!  Class size limited to six which must
RSVP with Steve Kalb (239-489-2396) prior to the class,
but of course everyone is 
welcome to watch.  Bring your hearing and eye protection,
nobody in the shop is allowed unless they have vision
protection.

Please bring your brown bag lunch, drinks will be
provided.  Don't forget to bring something for the buck in
the bucket, and money for the tool sales!!!!!!!!!!!!  The
board meeting will be at lunchtime to not interfere with
Kip's class, so sit in for a meeting and get involved! 
Volunteers are needed, the SW area if it is to have quality
meetings cannot be done by the few same individuals.  We
need new  and old members to pitch in so this area can
grow and fulfill our expectations of  preserving and
passing on the blacksmithing tradition.  Please contact me
for info on helping us out! 

Welcome New Members

Larry Cusick
4781 – 130 Avenue South 
Wellington, FL 33414
793-0135

Marco Difruscio
7175 A1A South – C122
St. Augustine, FL 32080
904-461-6645
Patriot177621@aol.com

Don & Betty Neuschwander
6345 West HappyHoller
Brazil, Indiana 47834
812-448-2828 (H)
812-249-6418 (W)
Donsforge@juno.com

Margaret Silins
5991 Plantation Road
Plantation, FL 33317
954-7921265 (H)
301-585-7902 (W)

Richard & Joyce Wright
4249 Lancaster Drive
Sarasota, FL 34241
941-379-4790 (H)
941-504-8183 (W)
Handy-Wright@yahoo.com

“Classified Section”

Artist-Blacksmith Position Available 

Established artistic metalworking business specializing in
high-end custom and production ironwork is seeking
apprentice and journeyman blacksmiths.  Only serious,
self-motivated, high-energy people need apply.  Send
resume and letter of interest to:  Jeff Fetty Designs, Inc. 
1041 Lion Fork, Spencer, WV  25276.  Or email
jfetty@depotltd.com  No phone calls please.  Visit us on
the web at www.jefffettyironwork.com.

13th annual Forge Fest on Saturday, 
March 26th, 2005

Plantation Agriculture Museum in Scott, Arkansas is
holding the 13th annual Forge Fest on Saturday, March
26th, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  We are
searching for blacksmiths who would like to share their
talents and skills with the public.  This is an excellent
opportunity to teach the public about the art of
blacksmithing and to network with other blacksmiths.  We
welcome smiths with all skill levels and interests.  We
invite you and your organization to this growing event. 
Every year we have members from local and regional
organization and we look forward to see you this year.

See the FABA website (want-ads) for details
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Viking Battle Axe
Bill Lawson
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $25.00 to
Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer

6418 NW 97 Court
Gainesville, FL 32653

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
begins when we receive your payment and lasts one year 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations.

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA)  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose
purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible
to the extent provided by law.  FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA
membership includes a subscription.  We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects
related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is
credited to the author and this newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted
material unless otherwise noted.

FABA Officers

President  Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com
Program Chairman –all of us-- -so volunteer- –Hey, Kids..Let’s put on a show!--
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 561-626-9782 sab@ironflower.com
Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981  jacoby@fdn.com
Trustee #1 Tom Kennedy  407-469-3899 burninghandforge@hotmail.com
Trustee #2 Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com
Trustee #3 Steve Kalb 239-489-2396 scpfdkalb@firehousemail.com
Trustee #4 John Butler 561-964-8834 jgbutler@sprintmail.com

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508 or smith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org

1st Class
Postage

February 2005


