
President's Corner 
By Bill Robertson 

Blacksmithing weather has finally arrived. Patty 
and I have been busy in the shop hammering out some 
Christmas presents. For those of you planning to have 
family and fiends visit for the holidays you may want to 
introduce your guests to the forge and guide them through 
a small project. Patty and I encourage everyone that 
visits us to give it a try. Invariably they have a great time 
and later tell us that they would have never thought in a 
million years that hammering on metal could be so much 
fim. 

In the past several months we have turned both 
our mothers, who have been token FABA members, 
into active FABA members. Patty's mother, who is an 
equestrian artist, forged and carved an incredible horse 
head (her second time out at the forge) that had rippling 
muscles and a flowing mane. I wish I had a picture to 
show you, as it is better than any I have ever seen. My 
mother, who turns 8 1 this month, forged this beautiful 
hook. So, think about trying to get some of your relatives 
off the couch and out to the fire; they will thank you for it 
and it would certainly be more fun than sitting around 
listening to embarrassing stories about your childhood. 

It is hard to believe that the year is coming to an 
end already. I would like to thank again all of you who 
have volunteered your time to FABA this past year. We 
are only as good as our collective efforts. And thanks to 

our outgoing board members Clinker Breaker Editor 
Kim Wendt, Trustee Charlie Stemmann and to Trustee 

2. 
Dr. Jerry Grice, who will be greatly missed. 

Steve Bloom takes over as your new editov 
Tom Kennedy and Clyde Payton join us as trustees a& - 
Kent Owen, as our new program chair. > 

We are looking for volunteers to assume ihe 
positions ofregional coordinator for the SE and the SW 
regions for next year. If you are even slightly interested, 
please let me know so that I can convince you that you 
would be great for the job. Don't make me have to 
come find you! 

And lastly, I hope that everyone has had an injury 
free year and will make, as one of your New Year's 
resolutions, that you will take the time to put on safety 
glasses, even ifyou are only going to do one quick little 
thing. Happy Hammering and Happy New Year. 

Bill 
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-- 
Disclaimer: 
SMITHING CAN BE DANGEROUS. Protect your eyes, 
your hearing, your body, your life and your property. 
Protect others around you. When in doubt, ask. You are 
responsible for lvorking safely. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA), it's 
staff, officers and members and the Florida Clitiker 
B~.eaker do not man~lufacture, distribute, sell, test, 
warrant, guarantee or endorse any of the tools, materials, 
instructions or pro-jects contained in any articles or 
advertisenients in The Floridu Clinkel Breaker. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association and The 
Floridu Clinker Breaker specifically disclaim any 
responsibility or liability for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction, design, use or application of 
information contained in any articles in The Florida 
Clir7ker Breuker. The Flor~da Artist Blacksmith Associa- 
tion and The Floridu Cliliker Breaker assume 110 

responsibility or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper 
design, safety or safe use of any information in TJ7e 
Florida Clinker B~vakel-. 

Submissions to Tile Florida Clinker Breaker: Articles of interest to blaclisniiths are \%elcome. Although we cannot promise 
to use every s~~bmission, we appreciate your contribut~ons to future ne\vsletiers. ['lease eniail or "snail" mail your articles, 
want ads, sales ads, tips, pictures and funny stories to k.wendt@,att.net or to the address printed on the mailing section. If 
you include photos, please provide names for the captions. Also, if you provide the photo, I assume you have the permission 
of the people in the photo to publish their picture! Photos: high-contrast black-and-white or color prints or digital picture files 
are acceptable. Text submissions: please send legible handwritten, type\vritten, MS Word or Dos text formats. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to 
teach, promote and preserve the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. The 
Florida Clinker Breuker is published nionthly and is the official publication of the FABA. Membership is available to any 
indikidual or organization. Annuril dues for regular membership are $25 and includes a subscription to The Florida ClinX-er 
Breaker for one year. Periodicals postage paid at Tallahassee FL and additional mailing offices. Matters relating to zddress 
changes should be sent to Patty Draper at the phoneie~nail above. As an educational organi~ation, FABA welcomes the use 
of newsletter material by other organizations. Occasionally Tl?c Florida Clinker Breaker publishes articles copyrighted by 
others. Those articles should not be reproduced 11 ithout the written consent of the copyright holder. Other not-for-profit 
blacksmith organization newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 
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Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes etents of interest to the bIacl\sniithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored 
events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is nelconle everywhere. Come to more than 
one if you can. We hold regular niontlily meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting 
each quartcr) on the f o l l o ~ ~  ing Saturdays of each month: NE-Ist, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates may vary fi-on1 month 
to month; check the schedule below. At any time, please see the FABA WEBSITE at www.blacksmithing.org for up-to-date 
information, maps and meeting listings. 

Our meetings are infonnal gatherings around the forge. Prospective inembers are always \velconie. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. hlost meetings run fiom 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, 
unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Iiegional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Kent & Melanie O\ven 352-307-1033 Oak1 954@aol.c0111 
Northwest Region: Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chris\+ood@talweb.con~ 

Ed Crane 850-893-3217 NCrane8364@aol.com 
Southeast Region: Position Open 
Southwest Region: I'ositioii Open 

DecIJan 200412005: 
NW Dec 1 1 Skeeter and Lou Prather's, 28 16 Teny Rd. Tallahassee, FL Lunch provided! Bring your iron in the hat! 
SE Dec 18 Yesteryear Village - Christmas at the Blacksmiths! 
NE Jan01 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - Jamboree 
NW Jan08 Jeff & Brooke Mohr's Mockingbird Forge- Crawfordville, FL 
SE Jan 15 Ed and Mickie Aaron's - 10875 - 159th Court North, Jupiter 

561-748-9824. Lunch is provided! 
Take 1-95 to Indiantown Rd. Exit west. Drive about 1.5 miles to 
Jupiter Farms Rd. Head South about 2 miles to 159th Court. 
West about 1 mile, 10875 is on the right. 

Future Dates: 
NE FebO5 Ben Rogers Historic Shop 
NW Feb 12 Juan and Linda Holbrook's in Gainesville, FL 
SE Febl9 Gardner & VellecaMetal Design, 338 1 E Road, Loxahatchee, 

561-484-4994 

NE Mar05 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - (Open Forges) ,,,o"" I TO Naw ,, Sm~rna Beach 
SE Mar 19 Don Shedlock and Colleen Dowd's place: Steely Don's Forge, e  eland dl - 

16360 11 5th Ave. North, Jupiter 561 -747-2658 11 

NE Apr02 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - (Open Forges) NE: Pioneer Art Settlement 

NE May07 Steve Bloom's --Iron Flower Forge near Williston, FL 1 I -"ahcusrc 

SE: yesteryear village 

Mockingbrid Forge 
Jeff Mohr 

3 19 22 Ironwood Court 
Crawfordville, FL 32327 
(850) 926-4448 
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More Upcoming Meetings 

NE: Allen and Cloe Hardwick's Home 

S w c t  Pamrrwck Nolm SuMiwion) Go a short distance to the stop 
FIG Turn 1rR ( W s t )  nt NW 6Znd Lane. Afra a rhartdirtancc rum 
nght (North) at NW 97th Court. The I l a l b m h  u~ll br thr (me next 
to the last haure on your lefr l'1e.1~ pa* on the cul-deae 

Northeast Feb 05 Ben Rodgers Historic Shop 

5 r 6 ~ ~ ' C 5  
\ J A Y -  

NORTHWEST REGION 

2816 Tery Road 

I 
T.II.b.suqmo"d. 

%I869246 

Northwest Feb 12 Juan and Linda Holbrook's in Gainesville, FL 

Southeast Feb 19 Gardner & Velleca Metal Design, 338 1 E Road, Loxahatchee, 56 1-484-4994 

Northeast Mar 05 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - (Open Forges) 

Southeast Mar 19 Don Shedlock and Colleen Dowd's place: Steely Don's Forge, 
16360 11 5th Ave. North, Jupiter 561-747-2658 

Northeast Apr 02 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - (Open Forges) 

Northeast May 07 Steve Bloom's - Iron Flower Forge near Williston, FL 
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"Other News and Goings On" 

News From The Southeast 

The SE had a meeting on Saturday, Nov. 20.2004. Actually, we did two events! We had our regional 
meeting at Charlie Stemmann's Shop and a group of dedicated smiths traveled up to Tanah Keeta Boy Scout 
Camp to teach the basics of smithing to several young men working on their Metalwork Merit Badge. 

Ed Aaron, Ray Reynolds, Don Shedlock and John Struthers went to the Scout Camp and worked with 8 to 
12 Scouts. From all reports, they had a very good time and the Scouts enjoyed it very much. In fact, all the boys 
were signed off for their Merit Badges! (Anyone with children in that age group knows what a miracle that is!!) 

Thank you to our smiths that worked with the scouts! Let's hope that this is just the beginning of FABA 
involvement in teaching Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts about the craft of blacksmithing. It's a real privilege to work with 
people of any age who are eager to learn. 

Now the meeting at Charlie's shop was a little different! Mainly because most of the participants were older 
than 12! Pete Yockey brought a few ofhis knives that he's been working steadily on for Christmas presents! He 
showed them around and gave an imprompto lecture on the various techniques he had used in their forging. All 
agreed that the knives turned out very nice! 

Actually, we spent quite sometime talking about knifemalung. In addition to eating lunch, we also spent 
sometime looking over some 100 year old iron work and discussing how it was forged. The meeting might not have 
been the same as the Scout meeting, but I do believe we all learned something. Thank you! Charlie Stemmann 

I More Upcoming Meetings 

7. Highway 11 

I   el and- \\ - Yo New 
Smyrna Beach 

I I 

SE: Yesteryear Village NE: Pioneer Art Settlement 
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Artist-Blacksmith's Association ofNorth America, Inc. 

The annual meeting of ABANA's board was held in Seattle, Washington, the last week of October, 2004. Seattle 
will also be the home of the 2006 ABANA Conference. This will be an exciting venue for "Fusion and 
Transformation in the Ring ofFire " an examination of smithing fi-om around the world, literally on the waterfront 
of "The Ring of Fire ". 

Amongst the myriad of actions taken at the board meeting was an increased emphasis on two main goals of 
ABANA. 
First was a doubling of the Educational Committee's leadership. With co-chairs efforts, we look to elicit MORE 
articles from you, the members, for our publications! Our two publications are looking for original articles to share 
the vast expertise lying in your hands, and the editors DO guarantee, when it reaches the printed page, every 
submission will seem to have come fi-om "The Ernest Hemmingway of Smithing". Well, almost! Contact board 
members Dan Nauman and Tim Ryan or one of our publication editors, Rob Edwards 8nd Brian Gilbert with your 
ideas and help us hlfill our educational goals. THANKS! 
A new committee was added to the Educational Division, the "Professional /Academic Outreach Committee". 
Chaired by Elizabeth Brim, members include board members Maegan Crowley and Chris Winterstein and off-board 
member Jim Buonaccorsi. Efforts to find new ways to stimulate the involvement of our professional members will be 
a primary goal of the committee, as will additional ways to reach and involve the academic community of art. The 
committee will be the "central coordinators", but the true success will depend on the professionals and academics 
amongst our art form. "Be involved or be square", the opportunity to help shape this committee awaits your 
presence, ideas and help! 
As the author Nickos Kazantzakis in the novel Zorba the Greek states, " I  like you too much not to tell you. You 
have everything- everything except madness. A man needs a little madness - or else he never dares cut the rope 
and be free!" 
With new and exciting ways to be involved - a little madness on your part is all it takes to reach a new horizon in 
artistic smithing. 
Welcome aboard! Don Kemper 

"Stuff For Sale" 

LITTLE GIANTS FOR SALE: Dan Nibbelink, member of our sister organization 'Rocky Mountain Smiths' has 
the following items for sale. 
LITTLE GIANT: 501bs, overhauled, new spring, dies, etc. with motor, $3,500. 
LITTLE GIANT: 251bs, good condition, 3hp motor, $1,800. 
ANVIL: 186 lb INBA, new $975. 
FARRIER'S PORTABLE COAL FORGE with electric blower, $100. 

If interested in any of these items, see Dan's website: www.nibbelink.net/bs/forsale or call 970-532-4387. You can 
email Dan at smith@nibbelink.net. (Equipment is in Colorado.) 
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"Stuff Wanted" 

Wanted: Stanley Router Plane #7 1 Good Condition (Useable with Bits) 
All You Flea Market Types, Help Me Out! ! ! 

Would like to pay $35 or lower. 
Sarah McMurray 
561-793-1759 

Cell: 56 1-385-9 199 

Bits an' Pieces 

BLACKSMITH COKE 

I would like to get together with a few other smiths who want some coke for their forges. If I can get enough 
people to order three tons or more, we can get it in 50-lb bags for about $10 per bag, delivered to Tallahassee. I 
have one ton already, so I need people to get in on the order to the tune of another 4000 pounds. Get in contact 
with me if you're interested. Thanks, Murf. 

Mike "Murf' Murphy 
8537 Moore Woods Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32305-0769 
850-42 1-6622 294- 1483 
blacksmith@comcast.net 

SEEKING MENTOR IN ORLANDO AREA: Looking for someone in the Orlando, Florida area that 
may be interested in becoming my mentor. This project is a requirement for graduation and requires community 
service, a mentor, physical project, and a few other things. In knowing this, I decided to do something I always 
dreamed of doing ... blacksmithing. If anybody knows someboy could you please contact me, Jamie Belcourt, at 
poeticpyro7@aol.com with any information that could help me. Thank you, I greatly appreciate it. 
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FABA WEBSITE 

Get up-to-date information on upcoming Regional meets, Quarterly events and other "goings-on" at the FABA 
Website: ww~blacksmithing.org! Other website benefits: download .pdf versions of The Florida Clinker Bre.aker 
and find great links to other Abana affiliated Blacksmith groups. 

See it all at: ~~~ .b lacksmi th ing .org  

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION If  you do not wish to be listed in the printed FABA 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc. directory, please check the box to the right [] 

Send this application and membership fee of 
New [ I  Renewal [ I  $25.00 to: 

-- Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer 
64 1 8 NW 97 Court 

Gainesville, FL 32653 

S t a t e  Zip 
Phone:Home Work: Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins 

when we receive your payment and lasts one year. 
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