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he is one of the best blacksmith craftsman around. 
Jerry is truly deserving of this award. Congratulations, 

Honorary Doctor Unfortunately Jerry's poor health did not 
allow him the pleasure of hearing the deafening round 
of applause at the state conference when the award 
was announced. Jerry, our thoughts and prayers are 

2004; at the Florida Artist 
Blacksmith Association [Editor's note: With a sad heart we infonn you that 
annual conference Jerry Jerry Grice passed away Tuesday, the 26th. In lieu of 
Grice was awarded the flowers, memorial contributrions may be made to Big 
Honorary Doctor of Bend Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center Blvd., 
Metal Arts Degree (Ph.D.), FABA's highest honor. Tallahassee, FL 32308.1 

In FABA's 19-year history this is only the 
eighth time this honor has been bestowed upon a ELECTION RESULTS 
member. The decision when and who to give this 
honor to is made by the prior recipients of the award I am pleased to say that there were over a hundred 
and coordinated by Skeeter Prather, chair of FABA's ballots turned in, way up from previous years. Thanks 
Scholarship and Awards Committee. for everyone's participation. 

The Honorary Doctor of Metal Arts Degree is 
conferred in appreciation and recognition of an The winners are: 
individual's contributions toward the preservation of Treasurer: Juan Holbrook 
the art of blacksmithing. Program Chair Kent Owen 

Jerry Grice has compiled an impressive history Newsletter Editor: Steve Bloom 
of contributions. Besides running a h l l  time ornamental Trustee #2: 
iron business, Jerry has served numerous times on the Trustee #4: John Butler 
FABA board of trustees, served as president of 
NOMMA (the National Ornamental & Miscellaneous Congratulations and welcome aboard. Also, many 
Metals Association) opened his shop and home to thanks to the outgoing board members Kim Wendt 
countless workshops, demonstrated at local and and Charlie Stemrnann for all their hard work. 
national events, and has always been quick to offer up 
help or give of his time when asked, not to mention that Bill Robertson, President 



I Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 

Bill Robertson 
Vice President 

Juan Holbrook 
Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452 ARAReynolds@aol.com 

Program Chairman Position Open 
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 561-626-9782 k.wcndti9 att.net 
Past President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby @fdn .coin 

850-4214788 gricemetal@aol.com 
John Butler 850-539-5742 ~1rutler!<!sprintmail.com 
Steve Kalb 
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Editor: Steve Bloom 
561 -626-9782 

Email: k.wendt@att.net 

Production and Printing: 
Sir Speedy Clematis 

Disclaimer: 
SMITHmTG CAN BE DANGEROUS. Protect your eyes, 
your hearing, your body, your life and your property. 
Protect others around you. When in doubt, ask. Yozr are 
responsible for working safely. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA), it's 
staff, officers and members and the Florida Clinker 
Breaker do not manufacture, distribute, sell, test, 
warrant, guarantee or endorse any of the tools. materials, ' 
instructions or projects contained in any articles or 
advertisements in The Florida Clinlier Breaker. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association and The 
Florida Clinker Breaker specifically disclaim any 
responsibility or liability for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction, design, use or appiication of 
information contained in any articles in The Florida 
Clinker Breaker. The Florida Artist Blacksmith Associa- 
tion and The Florida Clinker Breaker assume no 
responsibility or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper 
design, safety or safe use of any information in The 
Florida Clinker Breaker. 

Submissions to The Florida Clinker Breaker: Articles of interest to blacksmiths are welcome. Although we cannot promise 
to use every submission. we appreciate your contributions to future newsletters. Please email or "snail" mail your articles, 
want ads, sales ads, tips, pictures and funny stories to k.wendt@att.net or to the address printed on the mailing section. If 
you include photos, please provide names for the captions. Also, if you provide the photo, 1 assume you have the permission 
of the people in the photo to publish their picture! Photos: high-contrast black-and-white or color prints or digital picture files 
are acceptable. Text submissions: please send legible handwritten, typewritten, MS Word or Dos text formats. 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to 
teach, promote and preserve the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. The 
Florida Clinker Breaker is published monthly and is the official publication of the FABA. Membership is available to any 
individual or organization. Annual dues for regular membership are S25 and includes a subscription to The Fkorida Clinker 
Breaker for one year. Periodicals postage paid at Tallahassee FL and additional mailing offices. Matters relating to address 
changes should be sent to Patty Draper at the phonelemail above. As an educational organization, FABA welcomes the use 
of newsletter material by other organizations. Occasio~~ally The Florida Clinker Breaker publishes articles copyrighted by 
others. Those articles should not be reproduced without the written consent of the copyright holder. Other not-for-profit 
blacksmith organization newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 
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I Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored 
events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcolne everywhere. Come to more than 
one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Stateu ide Meeting 
each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-3nd, SE-3rd. SW-last. The actual dates may valy from month 
to month; check the schedule below. At any time, please see the FABA WEBSITE at ww~v.blacksmithing.org for up-to-date 
information, maps and meeting listings. 

Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, 
unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings. please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Kent & Melanie Owen 352-307-2033 Oak1 954@aol.com 
Northwest Region: Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com 

Ed Crane 850-893-3212 NCrane8364@aol.com 
Southeast Region: Position Open 
Southwest Region: Position Open 

October 2004: The FABA Conference is on!! 
hE NovO6 Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville -Jamboree 
NW Nov 13 Stephen Foster Memorial State Park -White Springs, FL Ken Platt and Lloyd Wheeler will demonstrate. 

Please bring your own lawn chair and brown bag lunch. Directions: From Tallahassee take 1-10 East to 1-75 
North approx. 4 miles to 136 (1" exit north). Take 136 East to White Springs, US41 (3miles). Turn left at caution 
light and Stephen Foster Entrance is on the left on the curve 118 mile. Tell gate attendant you are with the 
Blacksmith Club. 

SE Nov20 Charlie & Evelyn Stemmann's house; 3984 7th Ave. North, 
Lake Worth 56 1-964-8834 

Future Dates: 

bE Dec04 
N W  Decl l  
SE Dec 18 
hE Jan01 
N W  Jan08 
SE Jan 15 

hE FebO5 
N W  Feb 12 
SE Feb 19 

Allen & Chloe Hardwick's home - Christmas Gathering 
Skeeter and Lou Prather's, 281 6 Teny Rd. Tallahassee, FL Lunch provided! Bring your iron in the hat! 
Yesteryear Village - Christmas at the Blacksmiths! 
Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville -Jamboree 
Jeff & Brooke Mohr's Mockingbird Forge- Crawfordville, FL 
Ed and Mickie Aaron's - 10875 - 159th Court North, Jupiter 
56 1-748-9824. Lunch is provided! 
Take 1-95 to Indiantown Rd. Exit west. Drive about 1.5 miles to 
Jupiter Farms Rd. Head South about 2 miles to 159th Court. 
West about 1 mile, 10875 is on the right. 
Ben Rogers Historic Shop 
Juan and Linda Holbrook's in Gainesville, FL 
Gardner & Velleca Metal Design, 338 1 E Road, Loxahatchee, 
56 1484-4994 

Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville -Jamboree 
Don Shedlock and Colleen Dowd's place: Steely Don's Forge, 
16360 11 5th Ave. North, Jupiter 56 1-747-2658 

NE: Pioneer Art Settlement 
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More Upcoming Meetings I 

NE: Allen and Cloe Hardwick's Home 

SE: Yesteryear Village 

Northeast 

Northwest 

Southeast 

Northeast 

Northwest 

Southeast 

Northeast 

Southeast 

Northeast 

Northeast 

Jan 0 1 

Jan 08 

Jan 15 

Feb 05 

Feb 12 

Feb 19 

Mar 05 

Mar 19 

Apr 02 

May 07 

1 NORTHWEST REGION 
Skeeter & Lou PnQer's %Lop 

2816 Tery Rond I I 
T.II.bmsse,Florida 

POC386-9246 

Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - Jamberee 

Jeff & Brooke Mohr's Mockingbird Forge - Crawfordville, FL 

Ed and Mickie Aaron, 10875 - 159th Court North, Jupiter 56 1-748-9824. 
Take 1-95 to Indiantown Rd. Exit west. Drive about 1.5 miles to Jupiter Farms Rd. 
Head South about 2 miles to 159th Court. West about 1 mile, 10875 is on the right. 
Lunch is provided! 

Ben Rodgers Historic Shop 

Juan and Linda Holbrook's in Gainesville, FL 

Gardner & Velleca Metal Design, 338 1 E Road, Loxahatchee, 561-484-4994 

Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - Jamberee 

Don Shedlock and Colleen Dowd's place: Steely Don's Forge, 
16360 11 5th Ave. North, Jupiter 561-747-2658 

Pioneer Art Settlement -- Barberville - Jamberee 

Steve Bloom's - near Williston, FL 
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"Other News and Goings On" 

News From The Northeast 

Our thoughts are with Ronnie Fowler who had to cancel the meeting at his home due to Hurricane damages. While 
that was stated in the on-line Clinker Breaker, it failed to mention that the meeting would default to Barberville. 

Please note: Anytime aNE meeting, that is scheduled for anyplace other then Barberville, has to be cancelled, the 
meeting is changed to Barberville. 

It was a smoll group ofNE members that came to Barberville on October 2nd. There were about 15 members 
present and we had lots to talk about while we finished up the roof over the FABA Gate. It looks very nice, 
everyone needs to come and see it. 

Don't forget that Jamboree days will be on November 6th & 7th at Barberville. We will still have our 
meeting. There will be no covered dish lunch and no Buck-In-The-Bucket. If you have any questions you may call 
Kent or Melanie at their home phone which is now in service again. 352-307-2033. 

Look for the beautiful tile and wrought iron table in the auction that our own Jordon Thomas collaborated with the 
tile shop on creating. 

Don't Forget Christmas at Allen and Chloe Hardwicke's on December 4th. This is one our largest and most 
looked forward to meeting all year. Wonder what will be on the menu this year? I know it will be fantastic. Melanie 
Owen will be doing a Glycerine Soapmaking Demonstration/Class at the Hardwicke's this year. January 1 st will be 
back at Barberville, and we will try to keep the banging quiet for those with New Year Hangovers. February will be 
the long awaited meeting at Ben Rogers historic shop. 

Kent & Melanie Owen 
NE Regional Coordinators 

Winner of the 2004 Scholarship Raffle!!! 

Ed Aaron, FABA member from the SE region won the 2004 Scholarship Raffle. Congratulations, Ed! We look 
forward to your demo and article in the Clinker breaker to learn from you what you learn from the class you will 
take. ' With these scholarships we are all winners. 

FABA WEBSITE 

Get up-to-date information on upcoming Regional meets, Quarterly events and other "goings-on" at the FABA 
Website: www.blacksmithing.org! Other website benefits: download .pdf versions of The Florida Clinker Breaker 
and find great links to other Abana affiliated Blacksmith groups. 

See it all at: www.blacksmithing.org 
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"Other News and Goings On" 

News From The Northwest 

September 11 -- The Northwest Region of FABA met on Saturday, 911 1/04, at Bill and Suellen Adams brand new, 
beautiful, shop located outside of Havana, FL. We had great weather for this meeting with even better weather 
inside, Central Air! ! 

The meeting started out with Weyrnan Davis, a professional engineer at FSU, giving a very educational talk about 
electricity and its application around the blacksmith shop. He was open to any and all questions (and there were 
some very interesting ones) and provided helpful, informative answers. He provided a handout all about the 
National Electric Code. 

Next Bill Adams demonstrated practical wiring using the proper size wire (and how to use the charts to determine 
proper size wire, switch, motor, etc.). 

Thanks guys! I believe everyone will benefit fiom this very important information. Remember, don't cheat the math, 
when in doubt, go up to the next size. 

The "Iron In The Hat" had some interesting items. Thanks to Mark Stone and Freida Platt for their help with the 
drawing and numbers. We brought in $50.00. Thanks everyone for a job well done! 

Lunch was delicious with Bill Adams providing the homemade chili and drinks. The covered items were scrumptious 
and, as always, thanks to everyone who brought something. No one went away hungry. 

Ron Childers fired up the propane forge and gave a great demonstration on making different types of fancy steel 
handles for almost any application. There were some hands on handle malung along with a great handout put 
together by Patty Draper which was all about "tool handles". 

November 13,2004 meeting will be held at the Stephen Foster Memorial State Park Blacksmith Shop in White 
Springs, FL. Ken Platt and Lloyd Wheeler will demonstrate. Please bring your own lawn chair and brown bag 
lunch. 

Directions: 
From Tallahassee take 1-10 East to 1-75 North approx. 4 miles to 136 (1" exit north). Take 136 East to White 
Springs, US41 (3miles). Turn left at caution light and Stephen Foster Entrance is on the left on the curve 118 mile. 
Tell gate attendant you are with the Blacksmith Club. 

Thanks, 
Billy Chnstie 
NW Regional Coordinator 

Get up-to-date information on upcoming Regional meets, Quarterly events and other "goings-on" at the FABA 
Website: www.blacksmithing.org! See it all at: www.blacksmithing.org 
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I "Reflections on the 2004 Annual Conference" 

Reflections on the 2004 annual FABA conference 

Wow, the 2004 FABA conference at 
Tanah Keeta was a great time for all! All those 
who helped with this year's event are to be 
truly commended. Even four hurricanes (two 
of which were direct hits) could not stop the SE 
region members (some of whom had damage 
to their own homes and no power or phones 
for weeks) from pulling together and putting on 
a great conference. And, although the 
attendance was down from past years as we 

expected it might be, the auction brought in $4,500. Thanks for all your great 
donations. It was worth the drive down just to see Clyde Payton's 
winning bid on the night's highest priced item, the iron table made by 
Juan Holbrook. I had no idea Clyde's wallet would open up that wide. 

The conference site was spread 
out over a 650 acre site of sand 
and pine trees (some of which 
were still standing) and, with 
the breeze and dry hot air you 
felt like you were right on the 
beach. There was a good turn 
out of tail-gaters and tool vend01 

We thank Kayne and Son and Tom 
Clark for taking the time to come 
down. The demonstrations were 
great, the classes were well 
equipped with the forges and vise 
stands that were fabricated at 
previous SE regional meetings for 
the event and Tim Ryan executed 
another spectacular anvil shoot. 
Again, I salute the SE region 

-- 
for a great conference. Bill 
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FABA Annual Conference 

The FABA Annual Conference was held this year at Tanah Keeta Boy Scout Camp in Jupiter, FL. For those of 
you who might have missed this event.. . well.. . you missed a great time! Not only did we have awesome 
demonstrations by Jim Hirsoulas, Chris Winterstien, Erik Velleca. . . but we had Dr. Tim Ryan for the (as usual) 
hilarious auction! The anvil shoot was even more impressive. The "BOOM certainly impressed the Boy Scouts! 
There were tailgates, great food and wonderful classes. 

I would like to say thank you to everyone on the Southeast conference committee, for a job well done. Also those 
who - - - - -  helped do the setup and the tear down. They had the site ready to go by 12:OO noon on Friday. The entire 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  

conference went off without anymajor hifches.But "best"ofal~ SEday aft eirioonthesite wascmpletely dearsed - 
up and packed by 2:30 pm. (A feat never before accomplished in the history of FABA conferences!) 

The people on the commitee are: Keith and Nadine Andrews, Pete Brandenburg, Andrew Hoffacker, John O'Brien 
and Shirley Brinkman, Anne and Ray Reynolds, Pete Yockey and Charlie Sternrnann. 

In addition, there were many people not on the official committee that gave of their time and expertise some of 
whom were: Ed Aaron, Keith Andrews, Dot Butler, Jan Dion, Lynn Emrich, Jim Fagan, Mandy and Dick Logan, 
Dick and Marilyn Loughlin, Mike McCoy, Sarah McMurray, Don and Colleen Shedlock, John Struthers and Kim 
Wendt. And many more FABA fiends pitched in! 

All these people did a fantastic job and I thank them very much for what they have done. 

Charlie Sternmann 

J.C. Hawkins Memorial Service 
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Goat Day 2004 

Goat Day 2004 

Saturday October 16 was the 1 9th annual Goat Day and Pioneer Day festival, at the Panhandle Pioneer 
Settlement in Blountstown, Fl. FABA members Rick Jay, Charles (hippie) Pate, Jerry Pitts, John and Dot Butler, 
Bill Robertson and Patty Draper were there to promote the art ofblacksmithing. One new FABA member was 
signed up and the proceeds of the day's iron work raised $327 (an all time record) for the blacksmith shop. Forged 
meat turners were the hot item of the day; they were selling faster than they could be made. Part of their popularity 
was due to the Patty and Dot sales team. You may want to keep that in mind next time you see them heading your 
way with tickets or something else to sell. Each year this event gets bigger and better. You may want to note it on 
your calendar for next year; it is always the third Saturday in October. 
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"Stuff For Sale" 

Hey folks. I'm a former FABA member who hasn't hammered any metal in several years, so I'd like to sell my 
stuff. Here's what I have (good beginner's setup): 

* 70 lb Kohlswa anvil and stand 
* Lancaster blower 
* 100 lbs coal 
* Wash tub and coal bucket 

* Riveter's forge with stand 
* Vise and stand 
* Misc tools 
* Steel: 60' 318" sq, 50' 318" rd, 70' misc flat stock 

I also have a Sears Oxy-Acetyline Welding and Cutting Outfit, Model 3 13.202720, with cart, no tanks, like new. 
I'd like someone to make an offer on both and would prefer to sell the b'smithing setup as a package to clear out 
my shed. Thanks for the help. 

Brian Polk 
850.42 1.3645 
Cell 294.4896 

MOUSEHOLE FORGE: A history of the world premier anvil maker from about 1800 to 1860. This book 
tells the entire history of Mousehold Forge &om its beginning in the early 1600s until today. 122 pages, 8.5" x 11" 
format, spiral bound, full laminated covers and 80 photos, of which 40 are full color, plus 27 graphics. If you like 
anvils and industrial history this book is for you. The book is $20 plus $5 S&H, sent by priority mail in the U.S. 
Check or money order please. All books signed and dated. For information call: Richard Postman 269-471 -5426. 

"Stuff Wanted" 

Wanted: Stanley Router Plane #7 1Good Condition (Useable with Bits) 
All You Flea Market Types, Help Me Out! ! ! 

Would like to pay $35 or lower. 
Sarah McMurray 
561-793-1759 

Cell: 561 -385-91 99 
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Welcome New Members! 

Susan & John Dunsmoor 
P.O. Box 350304 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
954-583-9938 
Susan!~susandunsmoor.com 

Vincent & Julie Labolito 
8 147 Ida Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 
850-575-6286 
vlabolitoi2j!t f017nation.com 

Wendell & Marilyn Collier 
1 8 12 1 Livington Avenue 
Lutz, FL 33559 
813-949-6967 
tnlclvin 1936!ii;aol.com 

Brian & Charlene Upton 
Post Office Box 15201 
Panama City, FL 32406 
coacl~blu@,bellsou_gh.nct 

John & Kathy Proper 
204 Eagle Street 
Fredonia, NY 14063 
7 16-672-6425 

Joe & Lisa Proper 
938 Bayside Bluff Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32259 
904-287-25 11 
~mp5~~2bcllsouth.nct 

Adam Whitelock Lambert 
779 Highway 69 
Grand Ridge, FL 32442 
850-592-4579 
adam@HDL.nct 

Bits an' Pieces 

REGIONAL NEWS: As of Saturday, October 9th, 2004 Dick Loughlin resigned as SE Regional 
Coordinator. 

BLACKSMITH COKE 

I would like to get together with a few other smiths who want some coke for their forges. If I can get enough 
people to order three tons or more, we can get it in 50-lb bags for about $10 per bag, delivered to Tallahassee. I 
have one ton already, so I need people to get in on the order to the tune of another 4000 pounds. Get in contact 
with me if you're interested. Thanks, Murf. 

Mike "Murf" Murphy 
8537 Moore Woods Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32305-0769 
850-42 1-6622 294-1483 
blacksmith@comcast.net 

H SEEKING MENTOR IN ORLANDO AREA: Looking for someone in the Orlando, Florida area that 
may be interested in becoming my mentor. This project is a requirement for graduation and requires community 
service, a mentor, physical project, and a few other things. In knowing this, I decided to do something I always 
dreamed of doing ... blacksmithing. If anybody knows someboy could you please contact me, Jamie Belcourt, at 
poeticpyro7@aol.com with any information that could help me. Thank you, I greatly appreciate it. 
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2004 FABA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AT TANAH KEETA BOY SCOUT CAMP, JUPITER, FLORIDA 

The conference was a success!!! 
Thanks to all the volunteers, vendors, crafters, 

and special thanks to the staff at Tanah Keeta Camp 
for making this a conference to remember! 

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION If you do not wish to be listed in the printed FABA 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc. directory, please check the box to the right r] 

Send this application and membership fee of 
Date New [ I  Renewal [ I  $25.00 to: 
Name Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer 
Address 641 8 NW 97 Court 

-- Gainesville, FL 32653 

City State - zip- 
Phone:Home Work: Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins 
E-Mail when we receive your payment and lasts one year. 
Spouse's Name: Membership is for a family. You don't have to be an 

ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members 
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations. 
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