
September 2003

President’s Corner with Bob Jacoby

Vote! Vote! Vote! – I trust all of you received your FABA
Officer Election Ballot in the August issue of the Clinker
Breaker.  Ballots need to be received by September 30th

so the election results can be announced at the annual
conference in Blountstown.  Thank you for everyone’s
efforts to identify a strong slate of candidates and pulling
everything together!  Election questions can be directed
to FABA Secretary, Karen Wheeler.

Speaking of running smoothly, everyone should have
received their 2003 FABA Annual Conference brochures
– which look fantastic!  I had an opportunity to visit the
Blountstown site in July and it looks great – please make
a special effort to attend the conference (October 10 –
12) – it is a genuine celebration of our craft and this year’s
program should be an extra special occasion.  Please make
sure that you’re making items for the conference auction
at your regional meetings – and at home too!

Program Coordinator, Dot Butler, is starting to lay out
dates for 2004.  We hope to do a combination statewide
meeting / dedication & installation of the Barberville

Gate Project in July 2004 – in
Barberville of course!

Speaking of the Barberville gate,
we continue to make progress
on the project under the
leadership of Joel Clark. Earlier
this month I loaded up the gate

(it had been stored at my shop) and took it up to Joel’s
shop in Fernandina.  Joel is going to transport the project
to Jeff Mohr’s shop where it will be completed.  We still
need disks, so if you’ve got one that’s finished, or nearly
finished, please contact Joel directly: jac@net-magic.net.

Also, Dot has scheduled the following events:

(1) The first quarter 2004 statewide meeting and FABA
board meeting has been arranged for 01/24/04 in the SW
Region. This meeting will be at Eric Flett’s Shoppe in Ft.
Meyers.  There will be a small class on atmospheric forge
building and glass blowing demonstrations. Also, there will
be tailgate sales and an iron-in-the-hat raffle.

(2)  The second quarter 2004 statewide quarterly meeting
will be at Clyde Payton’s Shoppe, NW Region, in April.

 (3) The 2004 FABA Annual Conference is going to be
held at the TanaKeeta Boy Scout Camp – SE Region –
Jupiter; in October as usual.

As mentioned in last month’s Clinker Breaker – the board
inaugurated a new scholarship that will be selected by
random drawing at the annual conference.  You do not
have to be present to win and I encourage everyone to fill
out and submit the drawing form printed in the August’s
and this issue.

Cool weather is just around the corner!

The Florida
Clinker Breaker
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association

Submissions to The Florida Clinker Breaker: Articles of interest to blacksmiths are welcome. Your FABA friends want to
read about you! We appreciate your contributions to future newsletters. Although we cannot promise to use every submis-
sion,  this is your newsletter. Please email or “snail” mail your articles, want ads, sales ads, tips, pictures and funny stories to
k.wendt@att.net or to the address printed on the mailing section. If you include photos of yourself or others please provide
names for the captions. Also, if you provide the photo, I assume you have the permission of the people in the photo to
publish their picture! Photos: high-contrast black-and-white or color prints or digital picture files are acceptable. Text submis-
sions: please  send legible handwritten, typewritten, MS Word or Dos text formats.

FABA Officers
President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby@fdn.com
Vice President Bill Robertson 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Treasurer Juan Holbrook 352-374-8888 juanylindagrace@aol.com
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net
Program Chairman Dot Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com
Newsletter Editor Kim Wendt 561-626-9782 k.wendt@att.net
Past President Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Trustee #1 Joel Clark 904-321-2116 jac@net-magic.net
Trustee #2 John Butler 850-539-5742 jgbutler@sprintmail.com
Trustee #3 Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448 mockingbirdforge@peoplepc.com
Trustee #4 Charlie Stemmann 561-964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit educational organization whose purposes are to
teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. The
Florida Clinker Breaker is published monthly and is the official publication of the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
(FABA). Membership is available to any individual or organization. Annual dues for regular membership are $20 and includes
a subscription to The Florida Clinker Breaker for one year. Periodicals postage paid at Tallahassee FL and additional mailing
offices. Matters relating to address changes should be sent to Patty Draper at the phone/email above. As an educational
organization, the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association welcomes the use of newsletter material by other organizations.
Occasionally The Florida Clinker Breaker publishes articles copyrighted by others. Those articles should not be reproduced
without the written consent of the copyright holder.  Other not-for-profit blacksmith organization newsletters may reprint
non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. Thank you.

The Florida Clinker Breaker

Editor : Kim Wendt
561-626-9782

Email: k.wendt@att.net

Production and Printing:
Lithohaus Printers

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, it’s staff,
officers and members, and the Florida Clinker
Breaker do not manufacture, distribute, sell, test,
warrant, guarantee or endorse any of the tools,
materials, instructions or projects contained in any
articles or advertisements in The Florida Clinker
Breaker. The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
and The Florida Clinker Breaker specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability for damages or injuries
as a result of any construction, design, use or
application of information contained in any articles in
The Florida Clinker Breaker. The Florida Artist
Blacksmith Association and The Florida Clinker
Breaker assume no responsibility or liability for the
accuracy, fitness, proper design, safety or safe use of
any information in The Florida Clinker Breaker.

Disclaimer:
SMITHING CAN BE DANGEROUS. Protect your
eyes, your hearing, your body, your life  and your
property. Protect others around you. You are respon-
sible for working safely. When in doubt, ask. Learn.
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Northeast Region: Kent & Melanie Owen 352-307-2033 Oak1954@aol.com
Northwest Region: Billy Christie 850-421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com

Ed Crane 850-893-3212 NCrane8364@aol.com
Southeast Region: Lynn Emrich 561-833-0931 lynn@dialup.ws
Southwest Region: Erik Flett 941-437-3844 -unknown-

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored
events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than
one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting
each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates may vary from month
to month; check the schedule below. At any time, please see the FABA WEBSITE at www.blacksmithing.org for up-to-date
information, maps and meeting listings!

Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a
meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you’ll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day,
unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings, please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

September 2003
NE Sep 06 Mike Sluss-Deland : Bill Roberts has “volunteered” to

demonstrate some freestyle cold forging of copper and alum.
Ken Knight from Bell is bring brass and equipment to sand
cast some brass belt buckles. My wife, Melinda, will be doing
a grain grinding / bread making demo/class.

NW Sep 13 Tallahassee Museum Of History And Natural Science,
3945 Museum Dr.

SE Sep 20 Ray and Anne Reynolds
SW Sep 27 to be announced

Extended Forcast
NE Oct 04 Pioneer Art Settlement - Barberville
NE Oct 10 - 12 Statewide Conference, Panhandle Pioneer Settlement,

Blountstown, FL
NE Nov 1-2 Jamboree - Barberville
SE Nov 15 Charlie Stemmonns
NE Dec 06 Christmas Gathering-  Allen and Chloe Hardwick’s home
SE Dec  20 Yesteryear Village- Christmas Party
NE Jan 03 Barberville
SW Jan 24 Quarterly Meeting - Eric Fletts’ Shop
NE Feb 07 Juan Holbrook - Gainesville
NW April Quarterly Meeting -Clyde Payton’s Shoppe
October 2004 FABA Conference -TanaKeeta Boy Scout Camp

SE Region – Jupiter, Florida

SSEE  RReeggiioonn  ––  SSeepp  2200  
NW   Sep 13 – This meeting will be held at the Tallahassee Museum
Of History And Natural Science, 3945 Museum Dr.  This meeting will be
in the 1880’s Blacksmith Shop and the demonstrators will be Mike Murphy and Skeeter Prather. As always, this
will be a very interesting (and entertaining) meeting.  We will also have an open forge and please remember to bring
your “Iron In The Hat” items. There is food available for purchase or you may choose to bring a picnic lunch. The
museum is having a fossil exhibit complete with a Mastodon skeleton! I am looking forward to seeing you there!
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FABA Conference 2003

Conference October 10-12, 2003
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
Blountstown, Florida
The winds of fall are in the air and that means it’s conference
time for FABA. Time to take a class, watch a demonstration
and just share time with our FABA family. We all look
forward to this occasion and anticipate being together again.
Remember to bring your disc for the gate if you haven’t
already. We will finish the Barberville Gate at this
conference and plan to do the dedication and installation in
July 2004. Hope everyone has made hotel reservations or

plans to stay at the 4H-Youth Camp. The 4H-Youth camp is adjacent to the site
and is first come first served (and you bring your own linens). Those who have to
travel may want to share a ride.
Iron in the hat  This year we will try Iron in the Hat instead of Buck in the Bucket.
Many members are familiar with this similar event. Instead of stuff piled in a heap, individual items are
placed on a table with a bowl. Members receive their double tickets and separate the tickets to hold from
those to be placed in the bowl. Tickets are placed into the desired bowl. Still a bargain at 6 for $5.

Our friend and fellow blacksmith Dr. Tim
Ryan will conduct the annual anvil Shoot. We
are fortunate to have him provide this celebratory event for us. This is an old blacksmiths tradition that we
are proud to carry on.

Saturday Dinner We will have a chicken pilau dinner and each registration will
include 2 dinner tickets. This is a good ole down south dinner prepared by Bill Adams. Plan to enjoy good
food and fellowship before the auction.

Auction!!!!!!!! Our largest fund raiser of the year. Please start your projects now if you
haven’t already. It is always a treat to see what our blacksmiths come up with. Dr. Tim Ryan will preside
over this extravaganza with his wit and charm. Frankly, I am saving up now for the bargain I cannot resist.

Sunday News
Non-denominational services will be at
8 a.m. in the Red Oak Methodist Church

SUNDAY lunch is sponsor by the Calhoun
County Sheriffs Dept Toys for Tots
If you would like to help bring an
unwrapped toy

Conference schedule changes
Charlie Stemmann Mitz Bazzell
Intermediate Blacksmithing Stained Glass
Oct 10 Friday pm—Plant hanger Oct 11 pm—Tissue Box
Oct 11 Saturday am—Utensils Oct 11 am—Night light
Oct 11 Saturday pm—Tool making
Oct 12 Sunday 12 am—Heart hangers

Reminder**** $750 Scholarship drawing- fill out your entry
Form and send it in –See Aug Clinker Breaker for info
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“Other News and Goings On”

News From The Northwest

The Northwest Region of FABA met on Saturday, July 12, 2003 at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in
Blountstown FL. We had a good turn out with 45 people signing in. It was HOT and humid with a thunderstorm
cooling things off in the afternoon.

Several ongoing projects made for a very busy day.  One project that I think we completed was the welder.  This
welder was set up and hidden in an enclosed wooden box that was hooked up to a power supply.  Additional
work was completed on the overhead lighting.  A 4x4 base was built for the Little Giant power hammer and the
hammer was installed on the base.  Our earth moving crew did a fine job in leveling out the low spots. The
blacksmith shop is really looking good!  There are too many people involved to mention by name so a BIG
thank you to everyone involved.

We also had Mike Murphy (Murf) demonstrate his latest propane forge, which will work with a blower or
atmospheric.  It worked great!  Murf and Ron Childers helped future blacksmiths, Tommy Carmichael (made a
post hook and heart hook) and Tim Cooper (made a tempered flint striker) with their projects.  For their first
time forging metal their projects looked good.

The “Iron In The Hat” drawing brought in $114.00, nice job. Thanks to Esther Gurr for the ticket sells and Bill Fader
for doing the drawing.  Linda Smith and her helpers put on a delicious lunch in the air-conditioned school gym.  Thank
you for all your hard work! After lunch there was a well-attended FABA Board meeting.

Willard Smith gave a few of us a tour of the back 40, where they were working on a big cane mill and a nice brick
syrup cooker which will have a building to house the cooker. There was also a newly restored 1820’s log cabin (that
looked terrific) along with a log corncrib.  When we took the long way back, I learned the correct names for plants,
insects, and reptiles from Ken and Frieda Platt, Jerry Pitts, and Mark Stone.  I didn’t know we had such
knowledgeable blacksmiths!  Thank you all for the science lesson, I really enjoyed it!

The Northwest Region also met on Saturday August 9th at Rex and Mary Ellen Anderson’s in Tallahassee. It was a
typical hot and muggy Florida day but a very nice one. We had 28 people sign in.

Rex demonstrated how to make a copper and steel table lamp, complete with wiring. It looked and worked great.
Clyde Payton also gave a short demo on how to make a steel wing bolt. This could be used anywhere to make fast
adjustments and add a decorative touch.

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $77.00, with yours truly, taking care of ticket sales and Lucas Bufkin drawing out
the winning tickets. Thank you Lucas for helping out.

Rex and Mary Ellen provided a delicious barbeque lunch with all the “fixins”. There was also a large variety of tasty
deserts supplied by those in attendance. Thanks again Rex and Mary Ellen for a great day of forging, food, and fun!

Northwest Regional Coordinator
Billy Christie

P.S.  Our September 13th meeting will be held at the Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science’s (formerly
named Junior Museum) blacksmith shop.  Food is available for purchase or, if you would like, bring your own lunch
because there is a very nice picnic area.  Remember to bring your “Iron In The Hat” items.  I’ll see you there!
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“Other News and Goings On”

Northeast Minutes for August 5th

We had lots of stuff going on this month. We had about 50 members signed in.  For those of you who missed it we had
not one but two demonstrations, displays, lunch, and lots of chit-chat and good will.

We had a great lunch as has been the usual lately.  Thanks to all the Northeast members who brought a covered dish
or drinks. There were sandwiches, stuffed hotdogs, fresh bread and cheese, macaroni salad, little smokies, brownies,
doughnuts and lots more stuff that I can’t remember.

We had a great buck-in-the-bucket, which included quite a few hand made items! We raised $105 dollars! Keep
bringing in those “hang arounds” to get rid of and share.

Thurmond made a beautiful swan out of 5/8ths round stock, it looked like it was ready to fly away. Alan did some
impromptu welding of round forms which they poured some lead into for round anvils. You never know what you will
see at our meetings.  Lester made a slingshot out of a railroad spike. (Watch those windows!)

Lester also brought in a load of pictures, documents and other items from his lifetime. Most were from when he was
in Merrills Maurauders, a military unit. You would not believe the things this man has done.  I am working on a story
about him. Watch for it, it will be fascinating.  If you talk to older FABA members, you will be amazed at the things
that they have done and know.  Don’t let that information be lost, listen and learn, they are one our greatest resources.

Chrisy Lemmond brought in some of the items she made while at the John C. Campbell school.  They were in the
Reposse style, which means “Moving Metal”.  They were of copper and steel, from lifelike looking leaves to hollow
form bird and a crab.  She also brought in the tools she made at the class, as she says “the most important part”.

Norman Caesar, a future member, brought in some of his deer antler carvings.  These were simply unbelievable, when
you look in the dictionary for carving his picture should be there. These can be used as knife handles or just for the joy
of looking at.  He has also done scrimshaw and bone carvings. If you have any antlers or exotic bone hanging around
he is looking for some. His number is 407-207-0474, he is located in Orlando. We are working on getting him to do a
demonstration for us and to bring a lot more of his work for our enjoyment. He says that sounds good to him, keep an
eye here for more details as they arrive.

One of our new members Cecil Neisler in Summerfield is looking for some items to set up his forge, you can contact
him at 352-245-7804.

September is at Mike Sluss’s in Deland. Look for directions and map.  Bill Roberts will be doing Copper and
Aluminum Freeform Art.  Hopefully Mike will do some stuff with horseshoes. Thurmond  Chaffin and Ken Knight are
going to pour brass anvils for belt buckles.  Melinda Sluss will be doing her bread demonstrating.(mmmmmmm looking
forward to that), this is also a covered dish, so bring the spouse and kids and we will see you there.

October will be back at Barberville. If anyone is interested we will have a Broom-Get-Together, please e-mail me at
mellowen1@aol.com (put FABA or Broommaking in the subject line). Everyone bring their projects to work on.  If
enough are interested we will also have some broom corn to buy in small quantities so you can start a new project.
Ideas, suggestions and information will be exchanged. If you have never tried broom-making come and try it or watch
and see how it is done, we’re not professionals, but we have fun doing it.

See all of you at the meetings - Kent and Melanie Owen
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Peter Ross - 2003 Master Metalsmith

Master Metalsmith: Peter Ross
Exhibition: September 28 - November 16, 2003

Historic traditions of American blacksmithing highlighted as the
National Ornamental Metal Museum honors our 2003 Master
Metalsmith, Peter Ross, Master of the Blacksmith Shop at
Colonial Williamsburg.

Each year, in conjunction with Repair Days Weekend, the Metal Museum presents a one-person exhibition of work
by an outstanding American metalsmith. Master of the Shop at Colonial Williamsburg’s Anderson Forge for the past
twenty-one years, Peter Ross’s interest in blacksmithing began when he was in high school. On a whim, his dad
decided to take a night class in hook making offered by a local historical society; he convinced Peter to take the
course with him. Although his dad lost interest, Peter Ross was hooked.

He began volunteering at Old Bethpage Village Restoration in Bethpage, NY on weekends and during the summers.
Ross attended Rhode Island School of Design, then worked with Dick Everett of Connecticut who specializes in the
restoration and reproduction of 17th and 18th century hardware and furnishings. In 1976, after several months of
travel in Europe studying ironwork, Ross opened a one-man shop in Deer Isle, Maine where he concentrated on the
restoration and reproduction of English hardware, tools, and cooking utensils from the 18th and 19th centuries. In
1979, he began working as a journeyman blacksmith at the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Three years later, he
was appointed Master of the Shop.

Fascinated with the how and why of traditional iron working methods, Ross has shared his research findings through
demonstrations and workshops at craft schools such as Haystack School of Crafts, John C. Campbell Folk School,
Peter’s Valley Craftsmen, Penland School of Arts and Crafts, and Touchstone Center for Crafts. A Board member
of the Haystack School, he has demonstrated at national conferences of the Artist-Blacksmiths Association of
North America (ABANA) as well as presented numerous workshops and demonstrations at regional blacksmithing
conferences across the country.

His research and investigation into 18th century methods, forms and technology have increased his appreciation of
everyday items. “Traditional objects,” he writes,” combined fashion, function, and economy. The challenge was
efficient use of iron and labor.so that early pieces are a delightful mix of simple, yet elegant solutions. Early work has
a casual and spontaneous character that gives each piece life and charisma - even very repetitive things such as nails
or door latches made by the thousands. “

Recently, Ross has been exploring the differences between the modern workman’s aesthetic and that of the pre-
industrial worker’s. The 18th century took the natural world and the infinite variety of nature as a model whereas the
21st century worker sees the uniformity and measured precision of the industrialized world.

The pieces in this exhibit range from inexpensive everyday objects to luxuries found only in the most sophisticated
households. They reflect our very human response to everyday challenges and exalt our creative capacity as
problem solvers in the design, the material, and the mastery of the craft of blacksmithing.

For further information, contact Linda Raiteri library@metalmuseum.org
Or Jim Wallace 901-774-6380
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Annual  Conference Scholarship Raffle

FABA Annual Conference Scholarship Opportunity!

The Board voted to inaugurate a second scholarship -- good for up to $750!!-- for the full cost of class or $750,
whichever is less. Depending upon the availability of dollars, it will be awarded annually at the FABA Annual
Conference. The first “winner” will be selected this October at the meeting in Blountstown.

The procedure is simple - a raffle. Simply complete the Entrance Form below, (or a reasonable facsimile),
containing signature, name, address and phone number on paper, not card stock. Please use a 3” x 5” piece of
paper. At the Annual Conference, one entry from the entry box will be drawn. The name thereon is the winner!!
You do not have to be present to win.

The Signature is required to certify that the applicant undersands the requirements of winning:

1. The award may be used only for attendance at a full time blacksmith school (however, the Board will
 consider a variance upon good justification);

2. Within six months of completion of schooling, winner to submit a “how-to” article for publication in the
Clinker Breaker;

3. Present a demonstration of “how to” at a regional meeting;

4. Provide a forged item for the annual conference auction.

Please send your entries (only one 3” x 5” paper entry per member) to:

Skeeter Prather, Chair
Scholoarship Committee
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
2816 Terry Road
Tallahassee, FL 32312

I’ll happily respond to any questions: (850) 386-9246

-Skeeter Prather

Signed:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:
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“Bits and Pieces”

Letter from Pioneer Settlement in Barberville

Dear FABA members,

As October quickly approaches, the staff and volunteers of the Pioneer Settlement in Barberville wish the State
Conference Chairman, Committee and the FABA organization much success.  We have always
wished your organization good fortune as the Settlement has been most fortunate in developing such a good
relationship with FABA since its inception.

We know that growth means change and often tough decisions are the result.  I have been asked by many
whether I was “mad” at the decision and the answer is absolutely not.  If fact, it is surprising that moving the
conference had not happened before this. We are disappointed that we will not see all of our friends this year as
we have truly grown up together.

We extend a standing invitation to hold the FABA conference at our site whenever the need arises.
Much luck in October.

Sincerely,   Marilyn Breeze, Director

TIPS FROM
APPLECROSS FORGE

Vise Anvils
Here are two tools that we use quite a bit in our shop.  Both of these tools convert your vise to an anvil surface with
the purpose of allowing you to clamp your work down firmly and quickly.  The first one uses any piece of triangular
stock that is wide enough to straddle an open vise.  We use it primarily when carving and punching the features into
animal heads.  The second tool allows you to clamp your stock firmly with a pair of vise grips.  We have several vises
mounted in the shop at various heights.  A low one for when we are using angle grinders and heavy hammering so our
arms don’t tire out.  One vise is mounted at medium height for tools such as these for carving, and the rest at
traditional heights.

Bonus tip:
Clamp your work down in one of these vise tools and try to put the impressions you want into your stock while it is
cold.  With the right type of tool steel (I use S7) you will be amazed at what you can do.  Mild steel compresses quite
a bit cold.  You may not get as deep as you would like, but your carving impressions will be started and it will be a lot
easier to see and find the spots to place your tools when the metal is red hot.
-Bill Robertson-
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A New Kind of Bell - At Least to Me
Debbra Docsa

I was the fortunate recipient of the John C Campbell scholarship award from the FABA chapter this year.  The
course I selected was Steel & Stone with instructor Lonnie Farmer of Shady Grove Forge in Tennessee.  Lonnie
lugged drill presses with special bits and hose hook ups to facilitate the stone drilling.  He’s taught the course before
and thankfully is a real problem solver (for far out ideas students like me come up with).  Lonnie’s fun to work with
and a wealth of knowledge making the week a great learning experience.

Mixing stone and steel was a real treat for me because it catered to my artistic/sculpture nature.  I brought
home a large yard sculpture in the shape of a heart that just fit into my car’s trunk, a pedestal sculpture of a stone
goddess, rods for a bird house hanger, a scroll for my stepdaughter’s bedroom doorway and a bowl using the
material left from the bell I made.  This leads me to the item I believe Clinker readers will find most appealing:  the
bell.

It is a fabulous sounding bell made from a discarded tank — oxygen, scuba, nitrous oxide, etc.  Any kind will
serve you well except perhaps galvanized ones, the drawback being the fumes.

The bell I created was from a small oxygen tank while my friend Ken Urbanek of Nature Boy Forge in Ohio
worked with a large scuba tank.  The difference is the tone of the bell — the more of the tank cut off, the higher the
pitch.  As the pictures show the length of mine after the cut was 17“.

So, to the task:

1. First, find an appropriate bolt that screws into the neck of the bank so you will have a working handle;

2. Cut off the desired length from the bottom of the tank;

3. Heat the bottom of the tank and flare it over the horn of the anvil.  Be sure to keep rotating for an even heat

and then determine the flare desired as you work.

4. Create the bell’s hanger.  This piece will be inserted where the bolt is presently serving as a handle.  Suggest

3/8 or ̊ ” round stock about 18” to 24” long (depending upon desired hanging length) which will eventually

have loops/hooks on both ends.  For the time being, create a loop/hook about the size of a dollar on one

end.  This is the end that will be inside the neck of the tank to hold it up.

5. Constrict the neck.  Remove your bolt/handle and heat the neck.  Using the end of the anvil, work the neck

down so the hanger rod fits snugly inside.

6. Insert rod up through tank so that straight end protrudes.  Weld the neck closed around the rod.

7. Make an eye in the other end of the rod which protrudes from the neck.  This is the hook from which your

bell will hang.  (An alternative method is to use a longer piece of stock and create the loop then extend the

piece out 8” to 12” with yet another loop from which a pull may be installed.  See drawing.)

A New Kind of Bell - At Least to Me
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A New Kind of Bell - At Least to Me

8. Make clapper rod using 3/8” round stock.  For the end that connects to the silver dollar size hook inside the

bell, craft a hook that is open enough to attach to the inside eye.  For the clapper itself, the choices are

numerous.  I used a piece of scrap tool iron from Campbell’s infamous metal dumpster which I stilled a hole

in and attached to a hook crafted on the other end of the 3/8” rod.  The length of the rod is dictated by the

interior length of the bell.  The clapper, however fashioned, should hit just at or above the flare to insure a

melodious ring.  Clapper choices may be stone or metal, like 1” round stock, a railroad tie or any heavy

piece of scrap.  Use your imagination.

9. Finish your bell.  In my case I ground off rough spots, wire brushed it and then coated it a few times with

Hammerite spray paint – flat black.  The bell hangs outside my front door and has made my doorbell

obsolete.

That’s the story.  The bell was fun to make and thrilling to hear as a final product.  If you tackle the project, I think

you’ll be happy, too.

Finally, thank you to FABA for the opportunity – it was a great week!

Sincerely, Jebbra Docsa
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Bits and Pieces

Year 2004 Blacksmith Calendar:

 Using a different set of 60-100 year old photos, I’ve produced a Year 2004 Blacksmith Calendar, which is the fifth
(and possibly last) in a series. This calendar is laid out the same as the first four and has a good variety of old
photographs that will appeal to both blacksmiths and farriers. One shows a 62 year old blacksmith lifting a 155 lb.
anvil with his ears. Two show military blacksmiths and farriers. One shows a class in ornamental ironwork. One
shows a railroad blacksmith shop. Others are similar to last year, showing anvils and lots of other equipment such as
swage blocks, forges & blowers, trip hammers, steam hammers, post drills, overhead shafts, cone mandrills, tire
shrinkers, stationary engines, etc., along with old time farriers and blacksmiths, signs on the walls and other
interesting items. Note: Only 1,200 were printed this year, fewer than any prior year.

The unfolded dimensions are 11" x 17", with the top 8.5" x 11" occupied by that month’s picture and the bottom
8.5" x 11" occupied by that month’s calendar. The calendar was professionally printed using a 200 line-per-inch
process, which yielded a near photographic result. They were then shrink-wrapped.

Set of 25 Blacksmith Postcards:
Using the same kind of old photos as used in the calendars, I’ve produced a set of 25 different postcards. The
dimensions are the standard 3.5" x 5.5". The postcards were professionally printed, without a border, using a 200
line-per-inch process, which yielded a near photographic result. They were coated with a protective finish, which
gives them a semi-gloss surface. Note: This is not a new set of postcards. They are the same as what I had last year.

Calendars:
1-10 Year 2004 Calendars: $12.50 each
11-20 Year 2004 Calendars: $10.50 each
21-49 Year 2004 Calendars: $8.50 each
over 49 Year 2004 Calendars: $6.00 each

The prices shown above include the cost of shipping to a U.S. or Canadian address. Insurance is extra if desired.
Orders for 1 item are shipped First Class, orders for 2 to 25 items are shipped Priority and orders for more than 25
items are shipped by UPS.

Calendars from Prior Years:
Year 2003 calendars are still available for $9.00 each.
Year 2002 calendars are still available for $7.00 each.
Year 2001 calendars are still available for $5.00 each.
Year 2000 calendars have sold out.

Shipping costs are included if shipped with a 2004 calendar or postcards.
Satisfaction guaranteed. If interested, please send a check or money order to:

Gill Fahrenwald
P.O. Box 2323
Olympia, WA 98507

Postcard Sets:
1-10 Sets of Postcards: $12.50 per set
11-20 Sets of Postcards: $10.50 per set
21-49 Sets of Postcards: $8.50 per set
over 49 Sets of Postcards: $6.00 per set

or PayPal to anvilman@orcalink.com
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Welcome New Members!

For Sale

Welcome New Members!

Tom & Betty Lou Seager
40132 Orange Circle
Lady Lake, FL 32159
352-753-2065(H)
352-267-2137(W)
dirtpushertom@aol.com

Jay & Jennifer Svendsen
1831 Folkstone Road
Tallahassee, FL 32312
850-994-5775(H)
850-591-5737(W)
jsvend@istal.com

Angela & James Linder
9404 SW 21st Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32607
352-332-6832
352-846-3033
aliind@eng.ufl.edu

Amanda Thon
552 Hillside Court
Melbourne, FL 32935
321-242-7997(H)
amttart@yahoo.com

Steven and Dina Estenson
38042 Cherry Lake Road
Fruitland Park, FL 34731
352-753-4873(H)
352-787-8144(W)
Treepusher@earthlink.net

Fred Duncan
526 Wilford Road
Havana, FL 32333
850-539-2272
850-539-9304
850-566-6067 (Cell)

J. Soni & Janet Davidson
9633 Briarwood Blvd.
Knoxville, TN 37923-2011
865-693-5172(H)
jsdavidson@comcast.net

FOR SALE: From Faba Member, Bill Robertson  Several post vices,  150 lb Wilkinson anvil, large post drill,
Champion forge, Step- vise, and other misc. items.  Call Bill Robertson (W) 850-681-0881 or (H) 850-668-2876

FOR SALE: Old Anvil  Anvil for Sale in the Ft. Lauderdale area, large (250 to 300 lbs?) Call Phil Marinelli, 954-
429-1019, for more information. (Note: Phil is not a blacksmith.)

FOR SALE: Forge Equipment, from Bob Mullins
1 Champion hand crank blower with stand
1 12” firepot centaur forge with stand plus coal I have left
1 Carolina style bench for anvil and vise
1 large floor vise attaches to bench
1 large generic anvil 100+ lbs

Everything detaches and breaks down for easy transport. All items in great shape, everything a beginner needs -
$1,100. I also have 1 Daytona combi flex mig welder q/shielding gas/tank approx. eight years old welds 1/2 plate in
one pass seldom used - $600. Will sell separate from forge equipment or a deal for all. Wife says it’s got to go -
Cash only, please, no trades. Bob Mullins: 813-926-1071 Tampa.



FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Date __________ New [___] Renewal [___]
Name_________________________________
Address________________________________
______________________________________
City _________________ State____ Zip______
Phone:Home_____________Work:___________
E-Mail_________________________________
Spouse’s Name:__________________________

If you do not wish to be listed in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right [___]
Send this application and membership fee of
$20.00 to:

Juan Holbrook, FABA Treasurer
6418 NW 97 Court

Gainesville, FL 32653

Make check out to FABA. Your FABA membership begins
when we receive your payment and lasts one year.
Membership is for a family. You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members
are, and we encourage membership in both organizations.

Check your membership
expiration date, get your
dues in on time please!

the florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Kim Wendt, editor
909 Laurel Rd
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
561-626-9782 or k.wendt@att.net
http://www.blacksmithing.org
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