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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

YOUR BALLOT IS IN THIS NEWSLETTER -
PLEASE ACT NOW!!

In the July and August newsletters,
our Newsletter Editor printed a
“Call for Nominees” for the next
FABA Election of Board
members.  We have six positions
on the Board which will become
vacant on December 31, 1999.  The positions are
PRESIDENT, VISE PRESIDENT, PROGRAM
CHAIR, and TRUSTEES #1,2, and 3.  The two-year
terms of office will run from January 1,2000 through
December 31, 2001.

“Building” the BALLOT for this year’s election has
come along pretty good.  As you know, the Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association is run strictly by
volunteers who are willing to serve on the Board and
perform the administrative duties that are so vital for a
great non-profit organization such as ours.  If you don’t

volunteer to help out, then the organization simply
does not function.

So, I’ld like to thank, from the bottom of my heart, all
of you who volunteered to be a candidate on this
ballot - WE ALL APPRECIATE YOU!

On August 15, this “CALL FOR NOMINEES” closed
so that this ballot could be finalized for your in voting.

On August 18 , the final and finished ballot went toth

the Newsletter Editor, Dr. Steve Bloom, so that it
could be inserted in the September newsletter.  This
BALLOT has a September 30  return deadline on it.th

Right now, take out your BALLOT, vote for whoever
you want, put a stamp on it, and drop it in the mail
now.

Our Chairperson for the Election Committee is Gloria
Corbet.  She and her committee will count the ballots
and announce the winners at the General Membership
meeting at our October Annual Conference in
Barberville.

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored

events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one

if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each

quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.

Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring

a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators

listed below:

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: –waiting for a volunteer - what about you?

September, 1999
NE Sep 04 Barberville - long term preparations for the conference, small projects

NW Sep 11 Pioneer Settlement blacksmith shop at Sam Atkins park in  Blountstown, Fla.  We plan to have members making

items for sale at the annual Goat Day celebration in Oct.  Chairman Bill Robertson asked me to

 remind board  Members of a board meeting re- utilization of this shop.

SE Sep 18 Matty Spinelli’s shop in Okeechobee, FL 

SW Sep 25 to be announced

October, 1999
NE Oct 02 Barberville - prepare for the conference

NW Oct 09 State-wide Conference <= get it on your calender!

SE Oct 16 to be announced

SW Oct 235 to be announced

                                                                                 

NE meeting - Sept 04

     SE Meeting - Sep.18

NW Meeting - Sep. 11

Looking over my own maps of the

area, I had a hard time placing the

map to the left with the

topography shown on the road

map.  If the map doesn’t make

sense to you and you want to

attend, please give Charlie a call

for clarification.
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Soapbox
Steve Bloom, Editor

FABA now has a web site – we’re blacksmithing.org on the

World Wide Web (or World Wide Wait for those of us using

m o d e m s ) .   W e ’ l l  b e  u s in g  the  w e b  s i t e

(http://www.blacksmithing.org) as an instant communication

link to the membership (posting the meeting information,

maps, etc.), for expediting folks finding us (complete with

membership applications), for promoting our conferences

and meetings, for posting ads (want-to-buys as well as want-

to-sells) and for displaying what our members are doing.

Since the site is, like the newsletter, a volunteer activity,

you’ll have to be patient (unless you want to volunteer to

handle it!).  In any event, I’ll like to have a gallery of what

we do – so if you have some digital shots of your work and

would like to have a presence on the ‘Net, send them to

“websmith@blacksmithing.org” with a description of the

items (prices if appropriate), and how someone can contact

you if they want to buy something.  Also for those who have

a collection of links to sites of interest to smiths, please send

those along so we can build up a useful resource section on

the site.

FABA Conference Preview
(repeated from the August issue)

Ray Roberts

Plans are well advanced toward another fabulous weekend
on the 9  and 10  of October down Barberville way.  Thisth th

is the first report to the membership of the XIV Florida
Artist Blacksmith Association Statewide Fall Conference.

This year will be an architectural blacksmithing blowout
with two nationally recognized award-winning blacksmiths
as demonstrators.  Jerry Grice, who has made a speciality of
making artifacts to withstand the rigors of the marine
environment, will be forging in aluminum and
demonstrating the strategies and unique requirements for
success in this nonferrous medium.  

The other demonstrator is in fact talented as an artist as well
as a working smith.  Corrina Mensoff sculpts in iron and
copper and if you attended the last two Madison
Conferences, you saw fine examples of her work.  

A couple of years ago a fine young and talented smith
moved to Florida from his native Georgia.  Jeff Mohr of the
Mockingbird Forge now produces his beautiful ironwork in
Crawfordsville.  He demonstrated at the last two Madison
conferences and examples of his work now grace the homes
of Kenny Rogers, Evander Holifield, and the Dutch
ambassador.  He will forge fireplace equipment.

The bladesmith will be Master Smith Charles Ochs of Ox
Forge.  He is planning to demonstrate the production of one
of his biig knives and to show us how to convert a ball-pein

hammer into a classy tomahawk.  This I must see.

On Sunday afternoon Bill Robertson has a special treat for
us.  He will demonstrate image formation in steel by
chasing.  I have seen examples of his work and they are
artful and very elegant.

But wait a minute!  What if, I say what if one doesn’t want
to watch a demonstration?  What else is available?  
Well, in blacksmithing, there are beginner and intermediate
classes.  Rick Jay will teach you to make copper roses or
Bill Will will teach leatherwork.  On the other hand, one
could attend Belle Ochs’ class in scrimshaw, or an encore
performance class in book bindery with Alan Mouchan,
and new this year, we have classes in oak withe basketry
under the tutelage of Alfonso Jennings.  Alfonso excels in
this native craft from the selecting and harvesting and
splitting of oak to weaving the basket.

 Shortly, you should receive the conference brochure with
more details.One final note: FABA has again contracted
with the University Inn in Deland at the reduced rate of
$41.95 (plus tax) per night.  It would be wise to reserve
early.  Call 1-800-345-8991 for reservations.

“Classified” Ads
Anvil For Sale: Approximately  100 lbs and well worn.

Includes 30" anvil shear.  Manufactor unknown but it rings

like a solid cast-steel anvil. $120 OBO. Contact Archie

Gordon at (352) 821-3120 or Hugh Mueller (352) 307-

3773.

Shear For Sale: Edwards #5A shear in excellent condition.

$450 OBO. Hugh Mueller (352) 307-3773.

ABANA Flagstaff Conference

Start expecting to see information on the ABANA
conference posted here - so if you’re planning on going,
keep checking back in this space in each Clinker Breaker
issue.

There is to be three Iron-in-the-Hat drawings at the
conference with the prizes being:

Ron Kinyon Air Hammer, 
BAM box filled with “signature” tools, and
Clark/Hofi 250 pound Double Horn Anvil.  

You do not have to attend to win - just buy one or more

tickets at $1.00 from our President (who has to peddle 200

of them) and shipping can be arranged.  The proceeds from

the drawings will be used for ABANA and Chapter

scholarships.  So when you see Clyde, buy your tickets

before they’re all gone.

http://(http://www.blacksmithing.org)
mailto:�websmith@blacksmithing.org�
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{the following was slightly edited to fit the space in this newsletter - Ed}

ABANA needs your help promoting and supporting ABANA
Conference 2000.  This turn of the millennium time frame provides
the unique opportunity for each ABANA member and each chapter
to leave a permanent
legacy in history.  There are several ways your chapter and its
members can be involved.

The Bridge Project is a structure and surrounding railing on which
will be mounted balusters made by ABANA members.  Also
adorning the Bridge and railing will be Chapter made Buffalo
skulls.  The completed Bridge will be donated to the National
Ornamental Metals Museum for permanent display.

The Buffalo Skull project is explained below.  We hope your
Chapter will help support ABANA and the Conference with this
project.

Also below is a drawing showing the baluster dimensions.  Some
of your members may need help and encouragement to get one
made.  Please consider having a chapter meeting to demonstrate
making balusters.  Stress that we want to include everyone of all
skill levels.

Another topic, for a meeting is the Saltfork Craftsman chain link
project.  Their goal is to get a chain link from every ABANA
member “to be assembled into one ABANA chain, linking us all
together”. “From 3/8 round stock, 7" long, form an oval link and
forge weld.  Jazz up the link any way you like, and put on your
touch mark or use letter stamps”.  Why not assemble a chapter
chain and send it to them?  The ask for links or chains tobe sent by
June 1,2000 to:

SaltFork Craftsmen ABA
1227 4  St., Alva OK 73717th

It seems that at every conference, the Gallery is smaller than the
conference before.  Please help us correct this problem by
encouraging your members to contribute to the gallery.  While we
would like to continue to get art from the elite professional
blacksmiths, we would also like to encourage the “regular” smiths
to send nice pieces so that we might have a gallery that represents
all of ABANA.

The auction is an important method of helping keep ABANA alive
(and our dues down).  We desperately need to have a successful
auction.  You can help by:

Encourage your members to contribute something to the
auction.
Make an auction item as a chapter project
Donate a demonstration item from one of your chapter
meetings,
Ask your local business for contribution of tools,
materials, or..?

We’re excited about having a conference that can involve every
member, regardless of skill level, who cares to participate.  We
would like to bring ABANA members together around a common
desire to work metal and to provide venues for achieving that goal.
With your help, we’ll be able to do it.

Here’s an exciting, challenging way for your chapter to support
ABANA.

We’re hoping every chapter will complete at least one life-size
buffalo skull.  A few will be used on the Bridge project, which
will be donated to the National Ornamental Metals Museum, The
rest will go into the Conference Auction to help support ABANA.

Materials and construction techniques are up to the builders, just
be cautious of mixing reactive materials that might cause
premature corrosion.

Make a method of attachment so that the skull can be
permanently mounted on a wall.

Send skulls before June 1, 2000 to : 
Bill Callaway, Phoenix Forge

128 E. Taylor, Phoenix, Az 85004

or bring them to the conference.

Northeast & Northwest 
Regional News

 (Due to need to get the newsletter out earlier than usual so the
ballots will be in your hands, the August meetings had just
occurred or hadn’t yet occurred when the CB went to the
printers– the reports will appear in the next issue -- Ed,)
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       Jim Tucker forming a scroll 

Southwest Regional News
Steve Bloom & Lewis Riggleman

The Quarterly State

Meeting was held at

Mike Berlin’s shop in

Sarasota with Jimmy

T u c k e r

d e m o n s t r a t i n g .

Mike’s shop is in a

commercial building

o f  r e a s o n a b l e

proportions (all right,

it’s bigger than my

s h o p ,  g a r a g e

included).  It is well

equipped with air and

mechanical power

hammers (25lb and

50 lb  un its ) ,  gas

f o r g e s ,  l a r g e

assembly tables, and

all the usual goodies that most of us lust after.  Besides the

information presented by Jimmy, if you missed the meeting,

you also missed the opportunity to see a number of projects

in various stages of completion and missed gathering some

new ideas (hmmm... a frieze of quasi-3-D coral reef

fish...where’s those notes from Elizabeth Brim’s demo....).

Jimmy concentrated on architectural elements and

techniques.  He started with a review of scroll making

(including how to make a scroll jig and how to stabilize it so

your scrolls don’t gradually grow over time).

He demonstrated the construction of a final that starts in a

manner very familiar to all of us bladesmiths. 1. Start with

a bar; 2. cut a diagonal - for

those who have better things to

do that beating out the same

shape; 3. ‘profile’ the blade by

striking the spine and using the

edge of the anvil to form the

notch; 4. spread the ‘blade’ and

taper the ‘tang’; 5. taper the tip

and using a ball pein, spread

the blade, and 6. incorporate

the concept into something

pleasing. 

Jimmy also demonstrated how a

combination of punches, some

hammer  texture, and a simple

scrolled taper can all add up to

an attractive termination on a

bar.  He further showed that by

taking a bar shaped like step 4

in the drawing above, and then

cutting a series of parallel slits

(using a band saw), a number of

interesting effects can be achieved

such as those shown in the

accompanying pictures.  

After lunch (of BBQ), Jimmy

demonstrated punching, tenoning,

and riveting techniques and there

was an opportunity for hands-on

activities.

Lewis Riggleman

On Sunday, nine people assembled

at Berlin’s Designs in Metal.  The

workshop project was the making of

roses.  Four of the participants made

roses with 12 petals of 16-gauge

sheet steel, all different and all

lovely.  Jim Tucker made a rose of 8

petals using 12-gauge sheet. It was

beautiful and I must admit I’d not seen anyone use that

heavy of a gauge of metal.  Cliff Schoenung of Venice

declared it was “the best demonstration I’ve attended” and

we wrapped things up at about 4 PM and a good time was

had by all.

Southeast Regional News
Charile Stemmann, Southeast Coordinator

 The July southeast meeting was held at the Yesteryear

Village, at the South  Florida fair grounds. The meeting

was a work party meeting. The seven members  that came

worked on the new Blacksmith Shop. They scraped, scratch

brushed,  power washed off the old paint on the original

boards that are on and going on the building.

They originally started around 8:30 am scraping and

brushing the old paint. Eddy Zywicki came up with the idea

of power washing the old paint off. Eddy  went home and

came back with his 2000 psi washer. To work they went.

They all took turns and finished the job some where around

3 PM. They did a great job!   By the way all that was

cleaned is now painted.

At lunch time Eddy bought everyone pizza for lunch. I will

say thank you  Eddy for getting lunch for everyone!

I was in Barberville attending the meeting there. I came

back to Palm beach with a load of coal for the blacksmith

shop. Delivered the coal on Sunday morning. Eddy helped

me unload. Thank you again Eddy! 
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA directory,
please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both
organizations.

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

‘Net Gleanings 10

Newsgroups: rec.crafts.metalworking,alt.machines.cnc on Fri, 16 Jul 1999 from: Ron Moore <mlsiro19@idt.net>

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"Salary Theorem" states that "Engineers and scientists can never earn as much as business executives and sales people."

This theorem can now be supported by a mathematical equation based on the following two postulates:

1. Knowledge is Power. 2. Time is Money.

As every engineer knows: Power = Work / Time   and   

since            Knowledge = Power and Time = Money     then Knowledge = Work / Money.

Solving for Money, we get: Money = Work / Knowledge.

Thus, as Knowledge approaches zero, Money approaches infinity, regardless of the amount of work done.

Conclusion: The less you know, the more you make.

Smithing in the News

Two reports surfaced about restoration of smithies:
An article by Jeannie Kever in the Houston Chronicle covered the restoration activities at  Barrington Living History

Farm, a 60-acre plot in Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical Park. The goal is a 1850's re-enactment of a Central

Texas farm and the Houston Area Blacksmith Association is providing the hardware and working on the site.  The article

focused on the smiths, their work, and why they were involved.  Unfortunately, permission to republish the copyrighted

article wasn’t granted by the time the CB went to press.

Thurmond Chafin provided a clipping from the Times-Union (Jacksonville) (Oct.27,1999 pg2.) covering activities at

President Carter’s family farm in Georgia (now owned by the National Park Service).  The  reconstruction includes the

blacksmith shop, windmill, barn and other structures.

September 1999
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