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President's Corner
by Ray Roberts, President

‘Twas the night--

With the concurrence of the Christmas season
and my presidency's end fast approaching, I need to do
some last minute housekeeping chores. First, I must
thank you, the members, for allowing me to be your
President. I hope that you haven't been disappointed.

Second, there are many people who have
directly or indirectly made the job so much easier.
With the sure knowledge that I will miss some, I have
to name Pete, Anne, Walt, Mary, Patty, Bob, a couple
of Bills, Tico, Clyde, Ed, Connie, Skeeter, Willard,
Mike, David, Gill and Marilyn and her staff. I thank
all of you.

Next, I will move over
to the Program Chairmanship
on January 1st and I, hereby
will the President's Corner to
Clyde Payton, President-elect
My new column will feature
the '98 and '99 Fall
Conferences.

Finally, I hope that you
and yours will have a hot forging merry Christmas
and a hot iron striking happy new year. And, again
I am reminding you that we should already have
plans for regionally sponsored auction items.
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1998 ABANA CONFERENCE
As the leaves start to fall, I find myself

sitting next to a warm wood fire and thinking
about the 1998 ABANA Conference in
Asheville, NC (June 17-20 1998). Conference
Chairman, George Dixon and his team have put
together what promises to be a great program.

Our biennial conference gives us the
opportunity to learn, share our knowledge, and
give our time. Items are needed for the auction
and Iron-in-the-Hat programs that provide much
needed income for keeping ABANA alive as
well as for special programs. Mi of the auction
proceeds go to off-set the conference and to the
general fund.

This year's committee is making extra
efforts to attract people outside ABANA to
come to the auction and see what is available
from today's artist blacksmiths. A special
auction brochure is being prepared and
distributed in nearby major market places. The
spring issue of the Anvil's Ring (the one out just
before the conference) is going to feature items
for sale in the conference auction. In order to
meet this schedule, you need to send a photo of
your donation to the editor, Jim McCarty by
early January 1998. Contact Jim at (573) 395-
3304

The 1998 Iron-in-the-Hat will again
feature tools. Sid Suedmeier (Little Giant)
prepared a completely rebuilt twenty-five pound
Little Giant power hammer.

Pat McCarty (BAM's past president) is
donating not one but two "BAM boxes". Both
will be filled with tools donated by our
membership. One will be sold in the live
auction, the other will be in the Iron-in-the-Hat.
Your donation of items for the Iron-in-the-Hat
are needed. Tools that are not put in the boxes

will be put in the Iron-in-the-Hat. Remember, all
proceeds from the Iron-in-the-Hat go to
ABANA's Scholarship Fund.

1998 RING PROJECT
Chapters: don't forget about the Ring Project.
This year's ring grill (designed by George
Dixon) signifies the touch mark of Francis
Whitaker. Francis and his team of six, headed
by Clay Spencer, have been working on the
details of this grill since May. It is going to be a
beauty. Please help this program by sending a
ring from your chapter. Rings not chosen for the
grill will be put in one of the auction programs.
The 1994 Conference Ring Project and the 1996
Iron-in-the-Hat programs were very well
supported and very well received. Please help
this year to make these programs better than
ever.

The content of this month's Liaison Newslettei;

submitted by

Tom Clark

ABANA Director

1998 Conference Committee

Note from the ABANA Office:

The August, September and October
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mailings of the ABANA President's Message and

Liaison Newsletter were never published. We

appreciate the interest that ABANA chapters have

shown in wishing to obtain these. We should be

back on track now with this November mailing.



9

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
 to the ABANA Chapters

November 1997
Dear Chapters,

HAMMERIN' ON THE HOOCH
March 1998 will be 25 years since Dimitri Gerakaris sat up all night and scribbled (as he calls it) a proposal
for the founding of what was to be called ABANA. In the morning he re-read the proposal, made some
revisions, and at breakfast presented the idea to Alex Bealer, Ivan Bailey and Brent Kington. The rest is
history.

There were approximately 47 blacksmiths at that first meeting. And in 1998 we will be edging close to 4,700
members. This past 25 years has seen a lot of ups and downs, I think the organization has become what our
founders had in mind. We have established communication through our publications, central office, internet
and chapter liaison which reaches the entire world. There are conferences, large and small, library, archives,
demonstrators, equipment, liability insurance for all our activities, scholarships, exhibitions, finance (seed
money) and a trust fund. These are all in place and operational.

The coming winter conference, Hammerin' on the Hooch, at Columbus, Georgia in March of 1998 is a good
example of the support that ABANA can give. Dan Tull and David Comett are putting a program together
for Board approval, whereby ABANA will accept all responsibility both financially and legally, issue seed
money and advertise in the Anvil's Ring and the Hammer's Blow.

I feel we are now entering a new phase where ABANA can use its resources to help support chapter
programs.

Thought to Ponder: If you don't where you're going, you'll never get there.

Sincerely,

Lou Mueller
ABANA President
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Northeast Regional News
by Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

The December Northeast Regional Meeting will be held on Saturday December 6 at the Pioneer Art
Settlement in Barberville, Florida.  This meeting will focus on the production of simple gift items for
Christmas - please bring your good ideas, examples, and any finishing secrets that you would like to share. 
As a special surprise feature, Roger Alexon of Daytona Beach is scheduled to fire up the steam engine
located behind the blacksmith's shop.  If you haven't noticed the engine before, it's a 35 hp horizontal slide
valve engine.  This type of engine was common in both cane mills and saw mills at the turn of the century. 
Roger was heavily involved in the rebuild of the attached wood-fired boiler and has generously offered to
come over and demonstrate the machine in action.

Northwest Regional Meeting - Dec 13

The upcoming meeting will be at Edgar Chattin’s shop, out in the woods near Crawfordville.  Edgar
will be demonstrating production techniques for knives and tomahawks, using a wide range of tools, most of
which he built himself.  Edgar makes some very nice blades, and will be showing some of the methods  he uses.
The person who was to provide food is going hunting, so we are asked to bring a covered dish to share.  Bring
your own beverages.

Directions:  (as a supplement to the map)
From Tallahassee, head south on Adams Street(319), cross Capital Circle, and head south about two

miles on Crawfordville road(still 319).  Take HWY 61(Wakulla Springs Road) where it forks to the left.  About
1.7 miles south of the Wakulla county line, you’ll see a white rail fence on the right, and a road called Old Shell
Point road.  About a hundred yards further south, there is a large mailbox on the right with the name Chattin.
Take the dirt road to the left into the woods.  This road has no name.  A mile east on this road, take a right turn,
and the house is less than half a mile south.

Coming from the south, Chattin Road turns to the northwest off HWY 267, three miles west of HWY
363, or 1.9 miles east of HWY 61.  About 4/10 of a mile from the paved road, take a right, and go about 1.6
miles north to the house.  

These are both one-lane dirt roads; if the weather has been wet, they will be muddy.  I’ve been in and
out in a Plymouth Horizon, but not during bad weather.  Don’t bring your low-rider.

December 13 is the first day of hunting season, and there will be cable barriers on both the roads.  The
one on the no-name road is right on Hwy 61, while the one on Chattin road is about a mile and a half off the
paved road.  They will both be hung on hooks, rather than locked, but please put the cables back up after you
pass through.  There will be hunters on the roads, so be a bit cautious.  See you there.

The Soap Box
By Murf Murphy, Editor

This will be a short one, for several reasons: I’m running short on time and on space.  I’m also running
short on material.

I am going to express my disappointment in one aspect of the Statewide Conference.  I asked numerous
people to contribute their impressions of Barberville to the Clinker Breaker.  I did this publicly and privately,
individually and generally.  I got back nothing, nada, nichts, nichevo.  As a result, the reporting on the
conference is based almost entirely on the experiences of one person.  I got the text on Page 6 and some photos
on Page 4 and 5 from Kent and Woody Douglas.  Woody is not even a member of FABA.  I have said this
before, and will continue to say it until I get some results:  This is OUR newsletter, not mine.  If I get nothing
in from you, then I can only give the same back.  I need input.  I need stories, I need pictures, I need news and
gossip.  Otherwise, all you’re going to get is my ideas, my viewpoint, and my preferences.  Think about it.
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A New Doctor Among Us.

One of the major highlights of the conference occurred during the
General Membership Meeting on Saturday.  Clyde Payton, our President-
elect, was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in Metal Arts.
The award was presented by Skeeter Prather, who made a very nice
speech along with the award.  This was very close-kept secret, and
definitely caught Clyde by surprise.  That was especially difficult, since
he is the chairman of the committee that determines who is to be
accorded this honor.  Clyde made a comment to the effect that maybe this
award wasn’t legal, since he didn’t know about it.  I have been assured
that it was done legally, if a bit sneakily.  According to Skeeter Prather,
who seems to act as our institutional memory, this is only the fifth such
award in the history of FABA.  Clyde’s contributions to the art and craft of blacksmithing go WAAY
back(should I tell them how many years, Clyde?), and he has been a member of FABA since its beginning.
Now that you’re our new President, and a doctor to boot, should I call you Milord, or will a simple curtsy
be enough?  Seriously, though, this is a well-deserved honor.    Congratulations, Dr. Payton.

Hard to Stop

 I met an interesting fellow at the Statewide Conference this year.
Actually, Clyde Payton introduced me to him because of the unusual hammer he
was using.  His name is Matt Spinelli, and he’s a farrier from Okeechobee.  He
was taking a couple of blacksmithing classes to improve his metalworking skills.
I personally don’t like horses very much, so I never bothered to learn a lot about

shoeing them.  I didn’t have time to learn a lot from
Matt; we were both running in different directions,
trying to catch as much of the Conference as we could.
I did want to get a couple of pictures of his hammer,
and a bit of history on how he came to make it.  Matt
was very polite and helpful.

I found out he is a bit over seventy, and has
been shoeing horses for fifty years or so.  When he was just past twenty, he lost
his right hand in an accident.  He said it was pretty traumatic experience, but he
got over it, and decided that it wasn’t the end of the world.  He built a sleeve out
of cloth and fiberglass, and attached a hammer head to the end of it.  It took some
effort to get it to fit just right, but he kept working on it until he was satisfied.

After watching him work at a forge and anvil, I can testify that his hammer really works.  Of course, like any
other tool, it depends on who’s using it.

He’s been using it for about fifty years now.  I guess some people are just kind of hard to stop.

Tip:  Good safety glasses belong on your face, not around your neck or on a hook.
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Reflections of Two First-timers
One of our younger smiths, Kent Douglas, brought his father along for his first visit to Barberville.  They gave me their

impressions.

As a hobbyist blacksmith, getting to go to Barberville was a great experience.  It was the first time I was able
to go to the Statewide Conference.  Although we couldn’t stay the whole two days, the time spent there was great.
I was able to sit in on several demonstrations, one of them being Elmer Roush’s demonstration with the power
hammer.  He showed how to make tongs using a power hammer, and I got some good information.

There were a few other classes I visited, including Rick Furrer’s Beginning Bladesmithing class.  He did an
excellent job of showing his class the difficult technique of forge welding, and then went on to teach them how to
forge a blade from the three pieces of steel they had welded.  From there, I went and sat in on Al Pendray’s
knifemaking demonstration, where he showed a large group the methods he uses to make wootz steel, which is what
Damascus blades are made of.

I was able to visit many other demonstrations, but it would take too long to write it all out.  I think of myself
as an amateur blacksmith who knows his way around a shop, but, no matter how much experience a person may have
in blacksmithing, there is always something new to learn.  Going to the meetings in your region, or the Statewide
Conference is a way to learn, if not how to make something specific, maybe a new useful technique.

--Kent Douglas

Attending the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 1997 Annual Conference in Barberville, FL, for me, was
like taking a giant step back in time. I came away with a greater appreciation of and realization that blacksmithing
is a timeless art-form and craft which is as viable today as when it first began.

I dare say that if you took a survey of 1,000 people who are not associated with blacksmithing and ask them
to describe a blacksmith - their response would overwhelmingly be that a blacksmith is a man with bulging muscles
who pounds on hot iron and shoes horses. This romantic view of the "village smithy," however, is no longer valid.

Today's blacksmith can be male or female of any age. The similarities between past and present are that
blacksmiths work with and shape metal; and most, though not all, use heat to make the metal malleable during the
shaping process. A wide variety of metals, ferrous and non-ferrous and precious metals are used in their craft. And
yes, today's blacksmiths still use anvils and hammers, though these are as different and unique as the blacksmiths who
use them.

I found the camaraderie and warmth (unassociated with forge heat) among the FABA blacksmithing
community to be clearly evident. The people are open and friendly and very proud of their craft, and they place a high
value on quality of workmanship. Well known and highly regarded blacksmiths shared and taught -- through hands-on
workshops and demonstration seminars -- the knowledge of their skill and craft with other blacksmiths and people
who desire to learn blacksmithing.

Although this was a fairly long trip, the experience more than made up for the distance. I believe that many
more people can benefit from a similar experience, which can only serve to increase public recognition and
appreciation of the craft,  and increase association membership.  For new people to have this experience, FABA
should strongly consider taking this program on the road and into areas with larger populations. If five or six locations
are selected for rotating meetings, those communities will develop a close relationship with FABA and a greater
number of new people will learn about blacksmithing.

--Woody Douglas

Look long, son.  You may experience this wonder and many other wonders more than once.  But, of first times, there
is always and forever only one.

Tepetzàlan, in Aztec, by Gary Jennings
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Jake & Elmer

Rick Furrer - W.D.

Willard and the ladies

I did some serious looking at the auction items, and decided that there are an awful
lot of blacksmiths out there who make some really pretty stuff.  There was a lot of
imagination used as well.  The garden sculpture by the Northwest Region, made of old tool
parts, was not only good-looking, but politically correct because it was made of used and
recycled materials.  There were also a number of very nice knives, along with an
assortment too large to catalog here.  Suffice it to say that FABA smiths did themselves
proud with a show of true craftsmanship.  Tim Ryan did his usual excellent job of running
the show.  This auction is an important event for FABA, since it provide a large part of the
revenue that pays FABA’s operating expenses.  Let it be noted that this Clinker Breaker
you’re reading is one of those expenses.

I did not get to see all, or even most, of the demonstrations.  I heard several
compliments from spectators and participants, and I got a few pictures, and a few details
from participants, so maybe I can give a reasonable impression of the conference.

Al Pendray’s bladesmithing demo (what little I got to see) was well attended, and very well done.  I did notice
that he was using a pretty nice gas forge, with which he was doing some very impressive things with  both steel and
other metals.  He makes welding up billets of mokume gane(copper, brass and nickel silver) or wootz steel look easy.
Knives and letter openers came flying out of his demo like leaves off a tree in an autumn wind.  Maybe if I work real
hard for the next ten or fifteen years, I might get half that good.

Clay Spencer’s treadle hammer was getting heavy use, as well.  Did anyone actually make a list of all the
different things he made during the conference?  If so, it would have to be fairly long.  He can do things in an hour

that would take most of us days to accomplish, and make them look better than I ever could.  That’s
what defines a pro, I guess.  I am forced to remember Murphy’s Law on demonstrations: If it looks
easy, it’s hard; if it looks hard, it’s pretty near impossible.

Watching Elmer Roush with a power hammer is definitely worth while; it’s always a
pleasure to see a real expert doing what he does well.  Even when the hammer didn’t work
correctly, Elmer kept right on going.  Again, professionalism at work.  Every one else has said so
many good things about Elmer and his work that I’m just going to agree with them all, and save
a lot of repetition.  I did meet Elmer’s buddy, Jake.  Jake doesn’t talk much, but he seemed to think
Elmer is a pretty god guy, too.

For those who want to use blacksmith techniques in building, Frank Smith had an
informative demo on architectural smithing.  I didn’t get to see any of this one, but I heard it was
pretty interesting.

The blacksmithing classes included five beginner
and four intermediate groups, with Willard Smith teaching
a beginner’s class for ladies.  (Did Linda approve of this,
Willard?)  There was also a beginning bladesmithing class,
taught by Rick Furrer.  All the classes were well attended,
and I heard some pretty good comments from the students.
I especially like Willard’s use of lead ingots for his
beginning students to practice hammer control on.  I liked
the idea so well, I swiped it for the class I taught on Sunday
morning.  Like they say, Willard, imitation is the sincerest

form of flattery.  Or was this outright plagiarism?

The craft classes ran the gamut from brooms and baskets to woodcarving and leatherworking, with stops on
the way for glass etching, bookbinding, and tinsmithing.  I attended the leather class and made a sheath for a knife
I had made a while back for my brother.  I saw Mary Brandenburg in Tim Hasting’s tinsmithing class, looking like
she was really enjoying herself.

All in all, it was a terrific conference.  I ‘m sure I have forgotten to mention any number of people in this
article.  It is not intended as a slight to anyone; I simply could not be everywhere at once, and I missed a few things.
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If you have something you feel I should have mentioned, let me know; I’ll get it into a subsequent issue.
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Registering in - W.D.

Statewide Conference, 1997
by Murf Murphy, Editor
Photo Credits: W.D. - Woody Douglas.  Others by Clinker Breaker staff.

This was quite a conference this year, especially since it was the first one I’ve been able to attend in
several years.  I took a leatherworking class and taught a beginner’s blacksmithing class, so I was not able
to see everything that was going on.  Come to think of it, it would have taken about four people working full
time to try to see everything.  So I just did my thing, trying to get a few pictures and comments here and
there.

I have to say that Gil Knapp, our Program Chairman, deserves several attaboys and a round of
applause for the job he did on this one.  There was only one major glitch (more about that later), and he
handled all the minor problems very smoothly.  When I showed up Friday evening, he already had things
well in hand, and kept it that way until I left Monday morning.  Making sure the supplies were available for
the demonstrators and teachers, ensuring that space was available when required, getting volunteers to the
places they needed to be when they were supposed to be there -- it took a lot work and running around.  He
was moving so fast that, on several occasions, he was seen in different places at the same time.  No wonder
he looked a bit ragged by Sunday evening.  Good job, Gil!

As long as I’m passing out accolades, I should also mention all the volunteers who helped Gil
accomplish this job.  From registering people in, fetching and carrying,
assisting demonstrators, and just generally providing an extra pair of hands (or
three or four pairs) as needed, Gil’s volunteer force was a major contributor
to the success of the conference as a whole.  

The one big problem involved a food vendor who backed out at the last
minute(NOT Gil’s fault).  Tico and Maggi Rubio stepped in and saved the day
by arranging Saturday dinner.  So all of you (I include myself) who enjoyed
that dinner Saturday evening, be sure to thank Maggi and Tico as you pick
your teeth.  Speaking of food, we all owe a vote of thanks to the staff, led by
Marilyn Breeze.  They did a great job on breakfast and lunch.  They say an
army marches on its stomach, and any big operation is no different.  We were

able to keep on the march because of the efforts of a lot of different people.  In many cultures, a rousing
belch is considered a compliment to the cook, but maybe we should just stick with a round of applause for
the ones who kept us fed.

Another good touch this year was a wandering minstrel.  Rather appropriately, his
name is Glen Hammer.  He plays a mighty fine guitar, and even had some blacksmithing
songs.  He provided some very nice dinner music during lunch, or is that a contradiction?
For those who stayed up late enough to join the small after-hours party in the camping area,
Glenn showed some true virtuosity and an amazing repertoire.  How does he remember all
those words?  Note to Ray Roberts, our incoming Program Chairman: I’d sure like to see
him back again next year.

Of course, we have to mention the anvil shoot.  It wouldn’t be a real
Statewide Conference without Tim Ryan and his flying anvil.  I got a good close
look at it this year, and asked some questions, too.  It does take some effort and
experience to be able to make it work right.  He has two matched anvils, each 100
pounds.  He is very careful to get the base anvil lined up and leveled, so the flier
doesn’t land on someone’s car.  When the charge goes off, there is a good, loud
BANG! and the top anvil goes flying.  My best estimate on this shot was between
fifty and sixty feet in the air.  That’s quite a distance to throw a hundred pounds of
steel.  By the way, Colonel Tim, I want you to notice that this picture is NOT too
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dark.
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Northeast Region Northwest Region

No Meeting this

Southwest RegionNo Meeting this
month.
The Brandenburgs will be out of town, so the usual
Christmas party at their house will not take place.

Southeast Region
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904)260-9981    jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (305) 434-0798   colsmith@bellsouth.net
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098   dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

DECEMBER, 1997
NE Dec 6 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.  Christmas gifts.  See NE Regional News for

more details.

NW Dec 13 Edgar Chattin’s shop, Crawfordville.  Knives and tomahawks.  See NW Regional
news for details.

SE Dec 20 No Meeting.

SW Dec 27 No Meeting.
Dec 5-7 Treadle Hammer Workshop, Florida Aluminum & Steel, Ft. Myers.  See Page 7 of the

November issue for info and application.  This is hosted by NOMMA.

JANUARY, 1998
NE Jan 3 To be announced.

NW Jan 10 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown. Work Day.

SE Jan 17 Mike & Marilyn Luck’s Colonial Smith & Forge.

SW Jan 24 Florida Aluminum & Steel, Ft. Myers.

FEBRUARY, 1998
NE Feb 7 To be announced.

NW Feb 14 Jeff Mohr’s Mockingbird Forge, Crawfordville

SE Feb 19 Pete Yockey’s shop, West Palm Beach.

SW Feb 26 To be announced.
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription. 

W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA
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newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise

noted.
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