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President's Corner - from Madison& Beyond

by Ray Roberts, President

On May 15-17 the biannual regional conference of
blacksmiths was held at Madison, Georgia.  This was my
first time to attend.  I will definitely be back.
Dr. Bob Becker, Roberta Elliott, Tal Harris and Bob
Patrick demonstrated.  The programs were well attended
and well received.  The site is certainly adequate with
motels and restaurants close by.  The beautiful ol
'southern town of Madison, about three miles to the north,
welcomed the corps of blacksmiths at the Madison-
Morgan Cultural Center with an Arts After Hours
Reception.  Hospitality was impeccable and the displays
of ironwork extravagant.  Sixty-seven FABA members
signed our roster as attendees.  Well done!
In addition to the blacksmiths demonstrating as listed
above, five family programs of basketry, broommaking,
dollsmithing(?), tablet weaving and applique quilting
filled the old skating rink all three days.  Our own Anne
Reynolds and Mary Brandenburg taught the baskets and
quilts.  As I reported earlier, Gloria Corbet again
marvelously held forth as registrar and FABA, the
member organization, was responsible for the Ironwork
Display.  You may also recall that I asked for volunteers
to help me. Greg Cumbaa responded in spades.  I think
that it was his touch that made the display of ironwork

and of family program items
the large success that it was.
He certainly made my stay
more pleasurable, for with his
help, the exhibit was almost
always supervised and open
during the entire three days.
Thanks again, Greg.
Well our old buddy, the Right
Honorable Colonel Tim Ryan, again put on his smoke
and mirrors show to the tune of over $7000.00. Well
done, Tim.  The next SERC is in 1999 at Madison and
the Alabama Forge Council is the host.   Not to forget;
the 1998 ABANA conference is to be held in Asheville,
North Carolina.  I'm planning now to go.
Tico Rubio has notified me that Richard Hunter is to get
the FABA Scholarship in the amount of $325.00 to the
Bill Moran/ABS Bladesmith School and that, by the time
that this issue goes to press, he will have completed a
course in Handles and Guards taught by Master Smith
Bert Gaston.  Congratulations, Richard.  Now, you can
teach the rest of us-looking forward to it.

Continued on Page 5
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Southeast Region

Northeast Region

No meeting this month.

Northwest Region

Southwest
Region



4

For Sale Table

Skeeter waxes poetic

Northwest Regional News
by Ed Crane, Northwest Regional Coordinator, and Clyde Payton, FABA Trustee

Saturday May 10,1997 was not only the monthly meeting date for the Northwest Division of FABA
but was dedication day for the grand opening of the Pioneer Village Blacksmith Shop in Sam Atkins Park
in Blountstown, Florida, and a grand opening it was.  Media coverage was provided by local news papers,
the Tallahassee Democrat, and the Florida Market Bulletin.  Debbie Parramore taped the proceedings, and
will have tapes available for sale  shortly.

The park is open to the public, and attendance was estimated at over 200.  FABA members came
from all over Florida and parts of Georgia.  Fred and Marge Caylor came from Zionsville, Indiana.  One of
the visitors was overheard talking to a couple of FABA members about his experiences as an apprentice
blacksmith in Spain during the early 1900's.

The shop was designed for demonstration and teaching, and provides viewing areas and seating for
visitors.  Two forge stations were active; the permanent forge inside the
shop and a traveling setup under a tent outside.  They were manned in turns
by Bill Robertson, J.C. Hawkins, Jerry Grice, Ed Crane, and Mike Murphy.
All these smiths did a wonderful job demonstrating for the public and
patiently answering floods of the typical questions.   Many of the FABA
members had made and donated small items prior to the meeting for sale for
the benefit of Pioneer Village Blacksmith Shop, and the demonstrators also
added their handiwork to the “For Sale” table.   Every item donated was
sold, some of them before they had a chance to cool off from the forge.  The
proceeds will go into an account to provide operating expenses and to
furnish the shop with necessary tools.

The official dedication ceremony began shortly after 11:00, with Virgil Mayo as the Master of
Ceremonies.  Being from Blountstown, Virgil has witnessed this project from its very beginning.  He
presented a very interesting history of the Pioneer Village and how it was started.  Skeeter Prather presented
the history of the blacksmith shop.  He described how the shop had been built by FABA members, under
the leadership of Willard Smith, over a period of several years.  Representative Robert Trammell was the
keynote speaker.  He has been a strong supporter of the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, and has also assisted
in grant funding for the park.  Mr. Trammell’s presence was particularly appropriate, since he is a relative
of the late Sam Atkins, for whom the park was named.

Following Mr. Trammell’s address came the high point of the ceremony: a special award ceremony
for Willard Smith.  Skeeter Prather listed Willard’s contributions to both
blacksmithing and the cultural history of North Florida.  These include - 

! being the major influence behind the birth of FABA, and first
President of the chapter.

! founding the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement.
! starting, planning, overseeing, and completing the Settlement’s

Blacksmith Shop.
! founding Goat Day, a North Florida Annual Folk Festival.
! years of teaching the art and craft of blacksmithing, especially to

children.
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Willard gets hammered

Dr. Willard Smith

J.C. Hawkins presented to Willard one of his famous handmade hammers
to be used in the blacksmith shop.  These Hawkins Hammers are rare and
prized items among our members, and Willard promised to care for it
properly and use it well.  Skeeter also
mentioned that FABA is a legally declared
teaching institute, incorporated under the
laws of the State of Florida, and as such is
authorized to present certain awards and
degrees to deserving individuals.  Under
this authority, in recognition of his many

accomplishments, Willard Smith was awarded the Honorary Doctorate of
Philosophy in Metal Arts Degree by the Florida Artist Blacksmith
Association.  This is the highest award FABA can give, and it is only the
fourth time in FABA’s history it has been presented.   Congratulations, DR.
Smith!   Our new Ph.D. appeared to be taken by surprise by the award, but
all of us who know Willard know it is richly deserved.

After the ceremony, a great lunch was served by Linda Smith and her corps of volunteers, with
barbecued chicken, beans, and more side dishes and desserts than we can mention.  The good lunches we
get at these meetings usually don’t get the good press they deserve; we’ll have to have better reporting in
future.

This was a memorable occasion and the FABA members and other who have contributed to the
development of this blacksmith shop are very proud of it.  There is still more to be done and more tools and
equipment are needed to make it a fully functional shop.  However,  we now have the basics: a great
building, a functioning side-draft brick forge, anvil, vise and a few other basic tools.  This will be a great
site for future blacksmith meetings as well as a place for public enjoyment and education.  We hope FABA
members from other areas will have an opportunity to come to our meetings at the Pioneer Village at Sam
Atkins Park in Blountstown.  Future meetings will include work days, as well as teaching and
demonstrations.  We are all eager to get the shop fully equipped and operational, so we can carry on with
FABA’s mission of teaching and preserving.
Photo Credits: Sale Table, Skeeter, Willard & J.C. Hawkins - Patty Draper

Dr. Willard - Clyde Payton

President’s Corner - continued from Page 1
Buddy Leonard of the Louisiana Metalsmiths Assn. (LAMA) sent one prepaid admission to the Banging on

the Bayou IV to be held October 4,5 in Bogue Falaya State Park, Covington, Louisiana.  This is for the weekend
before our own Fall Conference in Barberville.  If anyone would like the free pass, let me know.

Bob Mancuso has resigned as NE program coordinator.  Gilbert Knapp, Program Coordinator, will, I am sure,
be looking for a replacement.  For myself, I want to thank you, Bob, for all your good work.
Back to the Madison Conference.  Several people have commented that there was nothing for bladesmiths at the
conference.  Well, folks, it seems that the Annual Blade Show and International Cutlery Fair, this year being the
16th.,moved its show date to the SERC weekend several years ago.  It is so huge and important to knifemakers who
live to sell knives that they just cannot afford to miss it.  It certainly creates a hole in the blacksmithing continuum
in Madison.  Hmm.

I did swing through Atlanta on Sunday morning on my way home.  I not only saw the show but I found out
that our own John Butler passed for his journeyman's stamp.  Attaboy, John.
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NORTHEAST REGIONAL NEWS
by Bob Mancuso, Northeast Region Coordinator

The Northeast Region’s monthly meeting was held on June 7 at the Pioneer Art Settlement in
Barberville, with 23 members and guests signing in.  We saw some new faces (new members) and hope to
see them at the next meeting.  Many of the forges were started, with members working on various projects.

We now have a new set of plans for the treadle hammer.  The original plans are still missing, but
someone sent in a replacement set that will be available to members, who will be able to sign them out for
one month.  If you need them longer than this, please make your own copy.  Many thanks to the person who
sent these plans in.

On May 1 I had the chance to demonstrate at the Boy Scout Family Fest in Orange City.  On May
17, the Boy Scout Troop (under the direction of Fred Kingery) showed off the blacksmith skills taught to
them by Jim Corbet.  This demonstration was at the Boy Scout Show held at Crane’s Roost Park in
Altamonte Springs.

The Statewide Meeting was planned for September 6&7 at Carl Van Arnam’s shop in Gainesville.
This is also the weekend of the first football game at the University of Florida.  This makes it difficult, if
not impossible, to find accommodations in the area.  Because of this the location of the September Statewide
meeting must be changed.  More information will follow.

This month I am stepping down as Northeast Regional Coordinator.  If you are interested in taking
over, please contact Ray Roberts. (904) 997-4403.

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL NEWS
by David Reddy, Southwest Regional Coordinator

ELMER ROUSH will be the demonstrator at the Southwest Annual Statewide Meeting .  The meeting will
be held at the Crowley Museum near Sarasota on Saturday and Sunday July 26-27 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. each day.  Roush is the resident blacksmith at the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown NC.
He has been a blacksmith for over 24 years and is well known in Florida for his excellent demonstrations
and for his fanciful "critters."  See mao on Page 3.

SATURDAY July 26 - Elmer will demonstrate traditional blacksmithing, making a pair of tongs and some
of his trademark critters.   Main dish and drinks will be provided, but side dishes will be appreciated.  .  

SUNDAY July 27 - Elmer will conduct a class for beginner through intermediate blacksmiths on
toolmaking.  There will be a minimal charge.  Space is limited, so please contact David Reddy at the number
below. 

COAL - FABA coal will be available to those who pre-pay.  The cost is $14 per 90 pound bag.  Contact
David Reddy at 813-875-2098(H) or 813-272-3473X15 (W) or dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu.
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BOOK REVIEW
by Clyde Payton

Remember when you were in grade school and high school, and you had to do "Book Reports"
(*&!!@!?<%$#.corn)

Yes, I too, cursed, swore, and "affirmed" - I didn't like doing "them ol' book reports", at A. B.
Martin Grade School and John Herbert Phillips High School in Birmingham, Alabama in the late 1940's
and early 1950's.  But like a correctly disciplined student in those days , I did them anyway.  So, many,
many THANKS Miss Hamilton and Miss Moss (my teachers).  I now thank you and I appreciate you -
little did I know then, and how greatly do I appreciate you now! - -

TITLE:            WROUGHT IRON IN ARCHITECTURE - An Illustrated Survey

AUTHOR: Gerold K. Geerlings

PUBLISHER: Dover Publications, Inc.  New York (c) 1956, 1983

ISBN: 0-486-24535-7

COST: $13.95

SUPPLIER: Barnes & Noble, Waldens, and better public libraries

Now, how about something on the book.  First, this is not a "how-to-do-
it" blacksmithing book.  Yes, it does have a first chapter on what wrought iron is, and a meager
treatment of the basic tools of the trade, and even anemic explanations of the various forming functions
which can be wrought upon a red hot piece of iron.

But mostly, this is an excellent survey of beautiful decorative architectural ironwork in Western
Europe and North America dating from the 1300's up through the 1900's in the Americas.
A smith interested in classic iron work design would go absolutely ecstatic in studying no less than 780
photographs and drawings which this book contains.

Illustrated specifics include grates, railings, screens, lighting fixtures, fan lights, bannisters, foot
scrapers, balconies, door knockers, lamp posts, hinges, tables, benches, and other hardware.

The author illustrates the history of wrought iron with carefully researched surveys of the craft in
several countries including Italy, Spain, England, Germany, France, Belgium,
Holland, and America.

If you want a good book on classic blacksmith design this book is a MUST for
you.
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A DECADE OF DEDICATION
Ten years ago in June of 1987 I embarked on what has become a decade of dedication for ABANA.  It was a markedly

transitional time with an unforseen delay in relocation of ABANA’s administrative accouterments.  So at the time of my arrival, or
perhaps I should say, its arrival, I was confronted with going through stacks of boxes to reconstruct a central office as 2,000 members
waited for the mail to flow again.

As with my predecessors, there wasn't an office procedure manual and it wasn't the kind of job you leave behind at 5:00
pm.  The needs of the organization were numerous.  Working committees, regular board communications, and chapter benefits had
not yet been established.  Only one member benefit held the organization together -the Anvil's Ring.

ABANA had already come a long way.  For fourteen years, Dimitri Gerakaris, Carl Van Arnam, and Ruth Cook had
(consecutively) set up central offices to track memberships, handle bookkeeping, answer all the correspondence, and fill orders of
back issues.  The Anvil's Ring had evolved from a newsletter to a fine magazine during that time and the membership grew from 20
to 2,000 while all the office work was done without the aid of electronic equipment

During the month of July it took 42 hours of marathon typing to set up a computer database and enter all the current and
expired members.  The rest of the time was used to get through the three month backlog of mail, fill orders, answer correspondence,
and install essential office equipment, like a telephone.  There were forms and invoices to create and daily operations to consider.
Before long, the office began to hum and I soon had visions for the future of the organization.

ABANA Secretary, Joe Pehoski (Texas) supervised the activity and took advantage of my organizational ability by assigning
me the project of writing ABANA's first procedure manual.  This kind of internal structuring, from what seemed to be the inside-out,
became the hub of a wheel with spokes.  There were several areas which needed program development such as the relationship
ABANA had with chapters, membership marketing, and educational services for members.  I created, developed and/or implemented
many of the services for members we have now.  Some of the benefits and services eventually needed to be handled by committees,
so I worked with the various presidents to institute committees for membership services, chapter liaison, sales and marketing.  The
filing system originally set up under the names of people writing memos was transformed into filing by committee activity.

Aside from a monthly memo by the ABANA president the chapters had no contact with a parent organization.  Today
ABANA keeps chapters abreast of new programs, organizational business, and other chapter contacts through the monthly mailing.
Groups can solicit to gain new chapter members with ABANA’s roster of national members in their area.  Chapters are entitled to
two free video tape rentals per year for meetings.  Mailing labels of ABANA members may be requested at no charge for event
announcements.  A demonstrator list is updated every two years and is available to groups for reference.  Periodically, ABANA gives
chapters an opportunity to obtain free fund-raiser items and donates special items by request.  Group liability insurance is available
through ABANA to protect individual chapter members from lawsuits.  A liaison from the ABANA Board is always on call for
assistance in areas such as chapter development and direction for incorporation or non-profit status.

Ten years ago the foundation had been laid, yet there was much to be done to meet the needs of chapters and members alike.
My vision for the organization to this day never ceases as I field phone questions, complaints, and suggestions from the membership.
Secretary, Hans Peot encourages me to take the initiatives needed.  There is still much to do, much to develop and implement It has
always been a challenge to add a little more to the twirling of the plates --a balancing act to maintain the programs in place, yet move
ahead to meet new demands.

I have purchased four computers to upgrade since the first one was loaned to me for the initial set-up.  This works out to
be a new computer every 2.5 years to keep up.  ABANA’s home page on the Internet marks another electronic milestone.  It is my
hope that ABANA’s site will be directly connected with the central office in a way that will keep it up-to-date, as well as facilitate
the processing of inquiries for those who find us on the web.

Numerous projects and activities not listed here make up the balance of work that is funneled through the office, now with
the help of committees.  I have known a lot of wonderful board members who have come and gone, yet the office has remained a
constant focal point.  My dedication has not just been in the work produced, but in the heartfelt desire to affect an unfolding of
ABANA’s potential.  The future looks inviting with new ideas and projects just around the corner.

The content of this month's Liaison Newsletter,
submitted by Janelle Gilbert ABANA Executive Secretary
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The Soap Box
by Murf Murphy, Editor

This issue might appear a bit flaky; I’m fighting a case of flu as I write this, and that makes me even
more erratic than usual.  We’ve been having some ups and downs over the past few months, but things have
a habit of keeping on keeping on.  Bob Mancuso, the Regional Coordinator for the Northeast, has retired,
and we are still looking for a replacement.  This is kind of a thankless job, but it’s a necessary one if we want
to be able to plan meetings, and let people know where and when they’re happening.  As the editor, I try to
keep in touch with the coordinators to let our members know what’s going on.  Without their help, this
newsletter would be really short on news.  If anyone is interested, get in contact with me or with Ray
Roberts, our chapter president.

We’ve lost a lot of members this year through non-renewal.  I hope this is just forgetfulness; I’d hate
to think we’re losing ground.  If you know of someone who has not renewed her/his membership, put the
word out; we want you back.  Without people sharing ideas and knowledge, FABA’s primary purpose of
teaching and educating can’t be fulfilled.  The fact that membership dues form a substantial part of FABA’s
revenue is also a consideration.

I didn’t get to Madison this year; that was my weekend for hammering on the Clinker Breaker.  Ray
Roberts has some good things to say about it (Page 1), and I’ve talked to several others who said was really
great.  How about sending me some pictures and notes on the conference, so I can get an article together for
those of us who were not fortunate enough to be there.  If I can get enough, I’ll spotlight it for next issue.

All of us from Madison and Taylor counties and west have a new area code.  We used to be 904, but
have changed to 850.  This includes your President, Ray Roberts, and yours truly, Murf the editor.
Remember this when you’re trying to call.  The phone company will allow you to keep using 904 for a while,
but I figure we might as well jump in and get it over with as soon as we can.  If you call me using the old
904 area code, I might not answer, just out of pure contrariness.

WHATIZZIT?
This one was submitted by Pete and Stella Blanchette, of

LaBelle, FL.  I have no solid information on it, but looking at the
scale of the photos, it’s probably about 20 to 30 inches long, and the
cross piece looks like it
would slide back and forth.
The photos I got are in color,
and the device appears to be

made of brass, or at least some brass-colored metal.  That is all the
info I have; I don’t know where it came from or where it was found
or anything else.  I might be wrong,  but I sort of remember seeing
something like this Whatizzit near a barbecue.  I’m not even going
to hazard a guess yet; I want to hear from some of you readers out there first.

Tip: Don’t stir the slack tub before you start drinking the water.
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $30/yr
G Regular membership $35/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $30/yr
G Overseas Airmail $70/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Blacksmith to demonstrate at Nicholson Farm House Restaurant in Havana, FL.  Must have portable
setup.  Call Willard Rudd, 850-442-4427

VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE
Elmer Roush has a new series of six video tapes, now available from Rocky Comfort Productions, Debbie Parramore,
Proprietor.  This series has demonstrations of practical  ironwork in the American Colonial style, including hinges,
hasps,  nails, and kitchenware, as well as decorative items such as wizards, dragons, snails and other creatures.  The
set goes for $130.00, shipping and handling included.
Tapes can also be bought individually.  For ordering information, and a list of other tapes, call Debbie at 800-944-
2919, or write to Rocky Comfort Productions, Route 3, Box 3678, Quincy FL 32351.  E-mail:
rockcomfortprod@msn.com
.
WANTED: Foot Vise.  Pls. Call Robert Vanderlick at (813) 787-4277

WANTED:  Letters, photos, how-to articles, stories, brags, gossip, and other stuff to liven up the Clinker Breaker.
 Also stuff on the Madison Conference.   Call or write THE EDITOR.
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