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BLACKSMITHING CLASS 
BEGINNER to INTERMEDIATE 

A beginner to intermediate blacksmithing 
class is being offered April 19-20-21, 
1996 by Lewis Riggleman of Rams Head 
Forge in San Antonio, Florida. Tuition is 
$150.00 which includes instruction, 
metal, coal, use of tools. continental 
breakfast & lunch. A deposit of $75 is 
required and is nonrehndable if the slot is 
not filled should you cancel. Class 
schedule all thrce days is 9AM - 4PM 
with an hour for lunch. The shop may be 
used aRer 4PM if desired. Space is 
available for tents or small RV's. Those 
interested should call or write: 

Lewis Rigglcman 
Rams Head Forge 

PO Box 247 
San Antonio, Florida 33576 

904-521-35 15 

COAL 
Coal is being made available to FABA membcrs at all of 
the quarterly statewide meetings. Pre-paid coal will be 
available at the April 13 statewide meeting hosted by the 
Northwest region at Clyde and Vi Payton's shop in 
Monticello, Florida. If you wish to buy some to pick up at 
this statewide meeting, send a check made out to FABA in 
the amout of $14 per 901b bag and mail it to: Clyde 
Payton, Northwest Region Coordinator, Route 3 Box 
124D, Monticello, FL 32344. Or bring a check to the 
March regional meeting scheduled at k c k  Jay's shop in 
Youngstown, Florida. There is a suggested limit of five 
bags per member. If you would like to purchase a larger 
amount let Clyde know, and we'll see what we can do. 

How to tell you are a Blacksmith 

First, buy an anvil, and a bag of marbles. After that, when 
ever you buy another tool, leave a marble. Buy a tool - leave a 
marble. Buy a tool - leave a marble. When you have lost all of 
your marbles, YOU ARE A BLACKSMITH! 
Cllfton Halplz - by way of the Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland 



Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 
sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to  

more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one 
Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates 
may vary from month to  month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective 

members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 
9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay ali day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about 
meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Mike Schmidt (407) 855-3347 
Northwest Region: Clyde Payton (904) 997-3627 
Southeast Region: Ray Reynolds (407) 793-2452 
Southwest Region: Richard Boone (81 3) 377-8638 

MARCH 1996 
Maps ,for March meetings are on page 3 

NE Mar2 The meeting has been changed from the Pioneer Art Settlement to J.C. Hawkin's 
Horseshoe Acres forge. Williston, Florida. 

NW Mar9 Rick Jay's Bear Creek Metal Craft shop. Youngstotvn, Florida. Focus will be 
on metal cutting. Note the Y:OO A.M. meeting time is Central Standard Time. 

SE Mar16 Ray Robert's Rainbow Forge. Palm City, Florida. 

SW Mar 30 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 
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APRIL 1996 

Maps forApril meelings will he in the next isszie 

NE April 6 Location to be announced. 

NW April 13 FABA STATEWIDE MEETING Clyde & Vi Payton's forge. Monticello, 
Florida. Guest demonstrator will be Elmer Roush from Murphy, N.C. 

April 13 David Fink and Jeff Mohr will be demonstrating at the Bealer Memorial Forge in 
Westville, Georgia. See page 8 for details. 

April 19-21 The Alabama Forge Council's Eight Annual Bladesmithing Symposium.Hatfie1d 
Lake in Athens, Alabama. See page 6 & 7 for details. 

SE April 20 Ray and Anne Reynold's shop. Royal Palm Beach, Florida. Open forges. 

SW April 27 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

MAY 1996 

NE May4 Steve and Kimmy Bloom's IronFlower Forge. Archer, Florida. 

NW May 11 Location to be announced. 

SE May 18 Location to be announced. 

SW May25 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

JUNE 26-29 1996 'ABANA Conference. Alfred State College, Alfred, New York. 



Northwest Region Northeast Region 

Rick Jay's Bar Crek Metal Crnft t- 
12528 lhghway 234 

Youngstown, F1 32466 
904-722-1811 

lv 

Southwest Region 
d 

MUSEUM AND 
NATURE-CENTER 

Southeast Region 

SE REGION 

6260 S.W. hbrkel Street 
Palm City, FL 34990 

(407) 283-2611 
Sat. morning (407) 288-9267 



PRESIDENT'S CORNER d 
Ray Roberts 

I think that everyone would like his or her life, 
work and circumstances to proceed evenly without 
problems. Unfortunately this seldom happens. So we 
stop, regroup and try to work around adversity. For a 
long time I have made a point of finding an advantage in 
adversity. A modem term for this is "recycle". We 
blacksmiths routinely take parts of defunct automobiles, 
machines and such and turn them into many wonderfUl 
products on the anvil. That's recycling and taking 
advantage of the previous owner's adversity. 

In a larger sense, your board of trustees is 
trying to take maximum advantage where people who 
previously provided services, no longer do so. The first 
case in point is that of Maggie Rubio and her crew, who 
prepared food for fall conferences past, decided that 
they had to stop. We know that if we tried to find 
another group to provide food service in the same way 
that Maggie & Co. did, the new group would have a 
difficult time equaling the quality of product at 
anywhere near the same price and would require even 
more effort. So we contacted the headquarters of 
Sonny's Barbecue in Gainesville. They have tentatively 
agreed to provide their excellent food and while 
negotiations continue about the details we expect that 
Sonny's will serve us well indeed. 

Another advantage occurred whcn Stevc 
Bloom's term as Program Chainnan ended. Steve 
declined to continue because of business commitments 
and I was not able to find one person willing to take on 
this large and time-consuming job. Therefore, the entire 
board is sitting as the program committee and is taking 
on this responsibility. Fortunately, Steve gave us 
cxcellcnt documentation as to how he put on the last 
two conferences. He also began the process of 
demonstrator selection. Now the board membcrs will 
assume the individual and group tasks that will 
hopehlly make for an equal or perhaps improved 
conference. Already Peter Ross, Chuck Patrick. Tim 
Ryan and Willard Smith are committed. We are trying 
to schedule a tinsmith, a basket maker, an architectural 
smith, and perhaps we will repeat one or two of the 
more popular family programs. Among the new 
programs we would like to add a make-and-take class 
where eight ar ten students per sessioii will forge fancy 
hooks, pokers, candelabras and such. 

I am sure that many other occasions will arise 
where we will have to use an adversity to an advantage 
by applying ourselves and our resources for an enhanced 
product or service for our blacksmithing organization. 
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Northeast Region News 
$like Schmidt, Northeast Region Coordinator 

The Northeast Region met in February at 
Jim and Gloria Corbet's forge in Dora Vista. 
The weather was clear and cold. Ronnic's 
demonstration of damascus steel making started 
promptly at 9 AM. with the welding and drawing 
out of the billet. This took about two hours. The 
forging of the blade took another forty-five 
minutes to an hour. 

Jim had a pile of railroad spikes that 
were free for the taking. Lunch was scrvcd and it 
was GREAT! Cajun Gumbo over dirty rice. 
Alex Chase had his prototype railroad spike 
slingshot, and says he is making them out of 
damascus with a h f e  in a case. Contact him for 
more details. 

A total of 31 people attcndcd this 
month's meeting. We even had folks from 
Australia, Iam and Robyn Goding. is a 
long way to come just to attcnd a FABA meeting. 

We had lots of great stories and some 
tailgate sales and SIV-aps. We even had some fine 
give aways. 

Tlic next meeting in March will be at Dr. 
J. C. Hawkin's Horseshoe Acres Forge. This 
should bc a good one. Sec y'all there! 

Scholarship Report 

You may remember that the board last >ear 
awarded me with a tuition scholarship to the John 
C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, North 
Carolina. I immediately signed up for Walt 
Scadden's architectural class but, as you may 
have heard, it was canceled due to Wa1t.s poor 
health. I  as allowed to transfer the scholarship 
into the following calendar year and I signed up 
for George Dixon's class. However, the class 
was h l l  and as the scholarship was a "space 
available" scholarship I was unable to use it. (I 
did take the class and it was great) The time has Ir 

now expircd for use of the scholarship. 
Bill Robertson 



Northwest Region News 
V 

by Clyde I'ayton, Northwest Region Coordinator 

The Fcbruary Northwest Regional meeting was held at Commissioner Doyle Comer's BAR-C Ranch 
Blacksmith shop. The weather was great but the food was even better. The Comer brothers, Doyle Jr. and 
Bryant, barbecued about half a hog. With the hog and all the covered dishes brought by members, there was 
more food than we could possibly cat! We especially thank the Comers for their wonderful hospitality. 

The program was a medley of demonstrations throughout the day on tooling and tool making applicable to the 
blacksmith's art. The following shared their knowledge and skills: 

Dr. J.C. Hawkins made a hardie from a jack h m n e r  bit. 
Bill Robertson gave a talk on differences between various hot cut chisels 
including a chisel design he learned from George Dixon recently while attending 
George's class on Gothic and Renaissance ironwork at the John C. Campbell folk 
school. 
Dr. Ed Crane gave a talk on the construction of a pneumatic hammer. 
Me1 Wilber gave a talk and demonstration on quenching mediums, hardie tools, 
tempering chisels and punches, and how to patina a metal. He also dressed a 
battcrcd hammer head. 
Jerry Gricc demonstrated how to make various tools from ball peen hammers. 
Clyde Payton gave a talk and show on making bick irons from spud wrenches. 
decorative hooks and hangers from lag bolts, making hot cuts and chisels from 
mason's hammers, and how to "steel" tools. 
Doylc Conner Jr. demonstrated how to make leaves. 

I @ This meeting \\.as w v  well attended - thcre werc ovcr sixty who signed up. Wc wcre especially pleascd to see 
so many members from other regions here. 

Northwest March meeting 
The March meeting will be held on Saturday, the 9th, at the workshop of h c k  and Joyce Jay starting at 9 AM 
sharp CENTRAL STANDARD TIME. (10 AM Eastern Standard Time). The street address for this shop is 
12528 Highway U.S. 23 1, Youngstown, FL 32466. Telephone 904-722- 18 1 1 or 904-722-8 18 1. hck 's  shop 
is easy to find. Youngstown is a very small community 18 miles North of Panama City. The shop is on the 
East side of U.S. 23 I . This would be approximately 30 miles south of the 1-10 and U.S. 23 1 exit number 19 
which is near Cottondale and Marianna, FL. It would be 4.1 miles south of the intersection of State Road 20 
and U.S. 23 1. Look for a gray stucco building. (There are no traffic lights in the vicinity of the shop). Look 
for his sign "BEARCREEK METALCRAFT. 

k c k  is going to have a very interesting program for us. He runs a metal fabrication type business here. He 
will primarily be demonstrating metal cutting with his automated plasma cutting machinery. He will also 
demonstrate hand cutting and -'wirem welding. h c k  invites you to bring your own piece of railroad rail and he 
will demonstrate how to cut an anvil from it. He also invites you to bring your own thick block of mild steel 
(3" to 4" thick) and hc will demonstrate making a swage block from it. This is going to be very interesting to 
watch! ! 

Rick and Joyce will not be able to provide lunch at thls meeting so please bring your own "brown bag" lunch 
and drinks. Otherwise, there is a Jr. Food store nearby which sells "Convenience" foods. 

Sooooooo. . . come and let's go see another fellow FABA member's shop - and learn something new - and * have fun! 



The Eighth Annual 
Batson Bladesrnithing Symposium 

APRIL 19-21,1996 
at 

Hatfield Lake in Athens, Alabama 
Infomatlon repnnted from the "Rtumrnous Blts" newsletter of  the Iluknrnn Forge Councll 

The following artisans will demonstrate their craft. 
Hands-on Mini-Seminars will be taught on folders, scrimshaw, carving, sheath making, grinding, 

blade forging, wire inlay, filework, simple engraving, ctc. 
Bring examples of your work for the knife show & auction or slidcs for exchange of ideas at the 

Bladesmith's Roundtable. This symposium is for the knife enthusiast, knife collcctor, and hfemakcr,  
from beginner to master. 

featuring 

FOLDERS----------------------------- AL DlPPOLD 
SLACK BELT GRINDING------------ JOSEPH CORDOVA 

FINE & FANCY FORGING---------------- WAYNE GODDARD 
MOSAIC DAMASCUS STEEL----------------- HANK KNICKMEYER 

SWORD FORGING, FllTlNGS & FINISHING--------------DON FOGG 
GUARDS, POMMELS & BOLSTERS------------ KEITH KlLBY 

BOWlE BLADE FORGING-------JOSEPH KEESLAR 
MOKUME-------------CHUCK PATRICK 

BADER GRINDERS----------- DAN JOHNSON 
RENDEZVOUS RIPPERS--------- BILLY WATSON 

BELT AXES & TOMAHAWKS------------ GAVlN HARRIS 
BOWlE KNIFE SHEATHS &THINGS-----------ALEX DANIELS 

SIMPLE ENGRAVING & SELLING YOUR KNIVES-------BILLY BATES 
SCRIMSHAW, CARVING & KNIFE SALES------ED HALLIGAN 

FORGING METALLURGY----------------- JAMES BATSON 
HANDS-ON BLADESMITHING-------- JOHN SUGG 

SILVER WIRE INLAY------- ALLAN ELDRIDGE 
LEATHER SHEATHS--------KENNY ROWE 

AUCTION --------------- TIM RYAN 

The Symposium entrance fee is $85.00 per person. 
Please pre-register. Send pre-regristration and 

Free camping with showers is available - from 
teepces to motor homes, NO hook-ups. Hook-ups 
are available at Hatfield Camp ground next door, 



A B O U T  T H E  SYMPOSIUM DEMONSTRATORS 

OSEPH CORDOVA, Peralta, NM. oe, a Knifemakers' Guild member, Master Bladesmith and the b resident of the American Bladesmith ociety, is a gifted knifemaker. I have admired his work over the 
years. 

! 
WAYNE GODDARD, Eugene, OR. Wayne and I have had many discussions on knife testin steel, 

sZlu,rs. etc. He makes a pretty good knife. You might call him an expert knifemaker and haster 

HANK KNICKMEYER, Cedar Hill, MO. I knew Hank when he couldn't spell Mosaic Damascus. Now 
he is one of the foremost makers of the stuff. He is doing original, mind boggling work, t o  quote Steve 
Schwarzer. 

AL DIPPOLD, Perryville, MO. Al is maker of fine Damascus Folders. The design and execution are 
outstanding. 

DON FOGG, Jasper, AL. Don creates knives and swords which are trul art masterpieces in 
Damascus steel. We are fortunate to  have this premier knife maker in Ala r, ama. 

OSEPH KEESLAR, Almo, KY. Joe is a trul a master hammer man and knifemaker. His Bowie k nives maintain the feeling of the past. This aster Bladesmith is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the ABS. 

MY 
KEITH KILBY, Jefferson, GA. Keith's finished knives are extra nice. This ABS Master Bladesmith's 
Damascus patterns are exquisite! Keith is a fine teacherand an expert on all aspects of knife making. 

CHUCK PATRICK, Brasstown, NC. Chuck is truly a master with the hammer and anvil. He makes 
his own Damascus steel and forges all the knife hardware. His method of making Mokume in a coal forge 
is very simple. 

ALEX DANIELS, Town Creek, AL. This full time knife maker and Guild Member has been makin 

and he makes his grinders. 
8 knives for thirty years. Alex 's reproduction Bowie Knives are truly works of art. His forte is grin Ing 

ED HALLIGAN, Sharpsburg, GA. Ed Halligan's knives exhibit fine craftsmanship. What he does is 
unbelievable. This talented gentleman will teach scrimshaw, carving and how he sells his knives. 

BILLY WATSON, Deatsville, AL. Billy is a veteran of the the Rendezvous Trail. A Billy Watson knife is 
well known to  the Buckskinners. He may be into primitives, but his knives are far from primitive. 

DAN JOHNSON, NY. Dan is a sales representative of the Steven Bader Co., the maker of knife grind- 
ing equipment. 

JAMES BATSON, Madison, AL. ames is a Master Bladesmith and voting member of Knifemakers' 
Guild, cofounder of the AFC, Past b resident of the AFC and Past President of ABANA. 

GAVlN HARRIS, Gallant, AL. Gavin, a cofounder and Past President of the Alabama Forge Council, is 
a Master Blacksmith. Gavin has taught tool making to  Missionaries. It takes Gavin minutes t o  make a 
tomahawk. 

JOHN SUGG, Auburn, AL. John is Forgemaster of the Auburn Forge and a fine blacksmith. In that 
capacity, he does a lot of instruction t o  beginners. 

ALLAN ELDRIDGE, Gallatin,TN. Allan is a Buckskinner, an engraver, a wire inlayer, miniature knife 
maker and a gunsmith. He is also a gentleman and a teller of tall tales. You will enjoy Allan and his skills. 

BILLY BATES, Decatur, AL. Bill does exquisite en raving with raver and hammer. See Knives 
'84:63.139; Knives '85: 1 34; Knives '€65: 1 45; Knives '88: 1 A; Knives '89: 1 5; and Knives '90: 1 64 for examples of 
Billy's art. 
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KENNY ROWE, Hope, AR. Kenny is a fine leather crafter and maker of good durable knife sheaths. 

COLONEL TIM RYAN, Gordonsville, TN. Tim, a blacksmith and licensed auctioneer, is a show in 
himself. I t  is a treat to  listen to  Tim separate us from our hard earned cash. 

The Alabama Forge Council is a non-profit organization which has over 500 members. The For e 
Council gives more than fifteen scholarships a ear to  deserving Blacksmiths and Bladesrniths. f i e  
Clarence Kilby Scholarship Fund is sponsored 7 rom this Auction. 



SlECnNPI AIlNUAl BlEALlER MEHaRlAL FORGE HAMMIER-IR 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13,1996 

The Ocmulgee Blacksmith Guild and thc Chattahoochee Valley Forge of the ALABAMA Forgc Council \til l  
gather a second timc at the Bealer Memorial Forge in the historic Village of Wcstville ncar Lumpkin. Georgia 
on April 13, 1996. The site is the Birthplace of ABANA. 

David Fink, Westville resident blacksmith mill demonstrate 1850's blacksmithing 111 thc morning and Jeff 
Mohr, president of the Ocmuigee Guild and Demonstrator at Madison last ?car. nil1 be demonstrating during 
the afternoon. Jeff will be malung tools, utilizing a strikcr. This will be a demonstration of techniques 
revealing the stnker as the real "Boss of the Forge". Jeff s striker will be his wife, Brookc. 

Box Lunches will be available t h s  year for $5.25 for Adults and $2.75 for a Child. 

A registration fee of $3.50 will be charged in lieu of the normal admission charge. Thc fces \+ill be donated to 
the Bealer Memorial Forge restoration fund. 

We will have a benefit auction with all the proceeds going to the restoration find. 

The date of the hammer-in coincides with the last day of Westville's spring fcstival so the village will be in full 
swing with, hopefully, a large public attendance. We will have media coverage in Columbus, Georgia and the 
surroundmg area to help draw the general public for the demonstration and the auction. We need donations for 
the auction, so please bring something with you or, if you cannot attend, please send your item directly to 
Westville. 

Come and enjoy the fellowship of area blacksniiths, experience the wonders of circa 1850 and help us restore 
the monument to ABANA and one of its founders. Ijnvid W. ('ornett 

Additional on-going village activities 

Pottery Making 
Weaving 
Soap Making 
Mule Plowing 

Hearth Side Cooking 
Woodworking & Basket Making 
Broom Making 
Live Music 

All 25 Buildings Will Be Open, Many With Hostesses 

MEMBER ADDRESS CHANGES 1 
Byron & Jane McDaniel Richard Baker Billy Cristie David Reddy 
258 E. John St. PO Box 7 19 584 Ace High Stables Rd. Florida Humanities 

Nappanee, rN 46550-1 330 Quitman, GA 1643 Crawfordville, FL 32327 Council 
H;912-263-5248 15 14% E. 8th Ave. 
W: 912-263-51 16 Tampa, F133605-3708 
Fax: 912-263-42 12 W: 813-272-3473 - 

Change in long distance area codes: Don and Louise Deegan infonned us that the arca code for members in several 
Florida counties has changed. When calling long distance, note that the area codes in the following counties has 
changed from 904 to 352: Citrus, Hernando, Lake, Levy, Marion, Pasco and Sumter. The Deegan's phone number is 
one of those affected. They can be rdached at 3 52-687-2323. 



The Panhandle Pioneer Settlement 
A report by Ynftj~ D r q e r  

As Bill and I have traveled around the United States, xvorking period towns or settlements are "must 
see" stops for us. Our interest in blacksmithing and ironwork lead us t i  visit such places as Sturbridge Village 
in Massachusetts (early 1800s period), the fort and blacksmith shop on Maclunac Island, Michigan (1880- 
1920) and Westville near Lurnpkin, Georgia (1850). One doesn't have to leave Florida to experience the past, 
however; the San Luis mission site and the Museum of History and Natural Science, both in Tallahassee, and 
the Pioneer Arts Settlement in Barberville are fine examples of living history museums where the crafts and 
life of the period are reenacted. 

Two more living history museums are being developed in Florida. Ycsterycar Village at the South 
Florida Fairgrounds in West Palm Beach and the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown. In this issue, 
ne.11 corcr thc Panhandle Pionccr Settlement; in a later issuc thc story of Ycstcqear Villagc will be told. 

The Panhandle Pioneer Settlement was the brainchild of Willard Smith, FABA's first president. 
Willard and wife Linda advocated the establishment of a place where folks could learn about the slulls and life 
of their grandparents. Everyone thought their idea was a great one, but no one stepped forward to carry it out: 
undaunted, Willard and Linda plowed ahead, explaining later, "If we didn't do it. it wasn't going to happen.-' 
They envisioned a working Florida panhandle settlement of the period between 1840 and the beginning of 
World War 11, when Blountstown finally got electricity. Their goal was to have exhibits and educational 
programs for adults and children with hands on experience and teaching. 

Now, seven years later, Linda and Willard have the help of many and are nearing their goal. This 
December I visited the Settlement, contained within the Sam B. Adkins County Park, and was amazed at thc 
progress. Several homes had just been moved in, including a log home dating back to 1846, as well as a two- 
room school, a unique church with beaded ccdar board walls and a post oficelgeneral store. They joined a 
smoke house, school gjmnasiurn and blacksmith shop. It is an interesting collection of builQngs and they are 
in fine shape. They surround a pine meadow characteristic of the Florida panhandle. A camp next door will 
provide overnight accommodations for those taking classes or attenhng multi-day events at the Settlement. 
The area has also been enclosed by a secure fence and a caretaker will soon live on the propcrty . 

During workdays held for the last four years, FABA members have built the brick forge in the 
blacksmith shop, framed the exterior, and forged strap hinges for the massive doors, amoung other things. A 
committee was recently formed to equip the shop and began devising a program of activities. One of FABA's 
major fund-raisers thls year, the treadle hammer drawing, will benefit the Settlement (along with the 
Barberville Settlement). The Settlement is not yet open everyday to the public but you can visit it during one 
of FABA's workdays (one is coming up in June) or during Goat Days at the Park, the third Saturday of 
October. 

The Panhandle Pioneer Settlement is being developed with the time and energy of its members, grants 
and membership donations. To obtain a membership application or for more information, send your name, 
address and telephone number to Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, PO Box 215, Blountsto\~n, FL 32424 or 
phone (904) 674-8055. 9 



A Review of Books and A Book Review fl 
by Me1 Wzlber 

I had a couple of topics in mlnd when I placed an order for a number of books I 
finally chose a particular group to order after look~ng at the seller's t~tle. description. 
cost, number of pages, and t q  Ing to make the best of cho~ces glven their ~nformat~on I 
even rated the books on a cost per page, w t h  an allowance for the effectlve slze of the 
page (square inches of pnnted matenal that each page conta~ns) After receiving and 
perusing the books, my conclusion is that however scientific or methodical the I 

approach a person should always read a review or ask for recommendations if they 
have not seen an actual copy. Of course I had not read any reviews nor asked anyone, so I should 
not have been surprised at the range in quality of the books. I learned a lesson; and, hopehily you 
will not happen into the same circumstance. 

Title: Elementary Forge Practice 
Author: John Lord Bacon 
Publisher: Lindsay Publications, Inc., Bradley, IL 60915. Original 

copyright 1904 and 1908 by John L. Bacon. Second 
edition, enlarged, published by John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc., New York 1914. 

Source: Norm Larson or Centaur Forge; 288 pages 

The reasons any blacksmith, novice or experienced. might well find this book interesting is found in 
the preface to the Second Edition (1908 edition). "The author believes that the text book should 
be used to explain principles and give examples, not to give minute explicit lrections for making a 
set of exercises." And follows with ''Th~s necessitates an independent set of drawings for the work 
to be done." This book covers most of the major topics expected in a book on blacksmithing, from 
the intricacies of the firc, to metallurgy and tcmpering. Bacon begins by describing the 
characteristics of good blacksmithing coal and how to visually recognize it, and how it should be 
packed, dampened with water, and finally banked at the end. Throughout the book the drawings 
depicting the steps and processes for forging are excellent in detail, yet not overly done clouding 
the detail. The book finishes with a set of exercises, accompanied by drawings for students. 

One of the reasons that I chose this book was the topic on steam-hammer work. Although the book 
was published over 90 years ago, the operations and tools described could be useful to those using 
power hammers in their forging efforts. This included various tools such as tongs, dies, hammer 
chisels, swages, fullers, and flatters and how they are to be used with steam hammers. Following 
the steam-hammer section is a further discussion describing additional dies, their use and 
construction. The metallurgy chapter describes the methods for manufacturing cast iron, wrought 
iron, steel, and tool steel. A description of latter 19th century smelting furnaces and their operation 
is provided. The author also describes the stages in processing iron ore to create cast (pig) iron 
and the later remelting into wrought iron, mild stcel and finally tool steel. 

If you are interested in reading further and acquiring some clear concise answers on other than the 
usual blacksmithing topics, this is one of the better sources of information I have found. 



Greetings from Estonia 
@ And an invitation to attend Estonia blacksmiths meeting July 5-7, 1996 

Errik Kouts. a blacksmith in Estonia with ties to FABA. recently sent a letter to your editor. 
complete with a Christmas card, photos and a book about his hometown of Tallinn, the capital of Estonia. 
He invitcs Florida smiths to attend the Estonia blacksmiths annual meeting. The materials he sent will bc 
displayed at the April statewide meeting for everyone to enjoy. Wouldn't it be grcat to visit Errik in 
Estonia! Thanks for sharing with us Errik. Here is his letter: 

Greetings from Estonia to you and to all Florida's blacksmiths. I'm very grateful for the Cllnker 
Breaker. Unfortunately Estonian Blacksmiths' Union hasn't much a newspaper. 

Our union has organized a blacksmiths' meeting every year in different places of Estonia. About 
40-60 blacksmiths gather every year. Our country is quite a small one, here lives about 1.5 million 
inhabitants. We would like to see blacksmiths of your union country and taking part in our gathering as 
well. The next one is coming on July 5-7, 1996. Are there blacksmiths who are interested in coming 
overseas and having such a long trip? 

I'd llke to say some words about myself. I live in Tallinn, the capital of Estonia. My apartment 
and forge are in Old Town. My wife, Ticia, is working as an accountant in a restoration and building 
company. So all my work and living is connected with the old part of the town, which is one of the most 
unique and well-preserved old parts of Europe. There is a lot of restoration work here and therefore a lot of 
chances for blacksmith work. There are 4 blacksmiths working in my forge. Enclosed are some photos of 
my last works. One of the biggest works was window bars for the bank building built in the beginning of 
the century. Now it is an Estonian Telephone Center. There are 8 arch windows on the first floor (photo 
1); 6 of them didn't have the upper part. As therc were 2 presewcd bars we made 6 new ones (photo 2). 

@ The result was successful; no one can tell which are originals and which are copies. The other work is a 
staircase bar and handrail for one of the shops on Town Hall Square. 

With best wishes, Errik Kouts 

photo 1 photo 2 

Editor's note: In addition to Estonia, FABA sends and receives newsletters and corresponds with other chapters 
and blacksmiths in places such as Australia, Canada, and Czechoslovakia. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 1 
a Hugh Mueller Kenneth & Mary Marr Peter Van Norman Gerq- & Carol Jalnison 

10613 SE 142nd Ave. 13388 Northumberland Cr. 6720 28th Ave. E. 1590 62nd St. S. 
Ocklawaha. FL 32 179 West Palm Beach, 33414 Bradenton, FL 34208 West Palm Beach, 33415 
H: 904-288-2824 H: .407-790-0744 H; 407-433-4453 
wants a .wage block wants hand tools 11 
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ABANA% conference Preview 
L 1996 Forging Towards the Future 

P June 26-30 

R Alfred State College 

Here are a few hghlights o f  the 1996 ABANA conference I spotted in the 

F 
E Anvzl's Chorus the newsletter of the New York State Designer Blacksmiths. 

Fa=- 
This is not the official version which will be sent out soon so there may be 
some changes. If you are not an ABANA member you may not get a 

m-m package. So contact one of the chapter officers to get one. 

Demonstrators and Lecturers Tentatively 
scheduled are: 
Keith Kilby Tom Joyce George Martell 
Steve Walker Michael Bondi Toby Hickman 
Bobby Hansson Charles Lewton-Brain 
Gavin Harris CathyBorthwick 
Albert Paley Wil lem Jonkers Nol  Putnam 
David Thompson Bob Bergman Carl Close 
Peter Happny Richard Sexstone 
Kurt and Gudrun Tischler Daryl Meier 
Steven Joslyn Clifton Ralph Peter Renzetti 
Paul Spaulding Tal Harris Bob Becker 
Judy Berger George Dixon Doug Pease 
Ron Kinyon Colonial Williamsburg Smiths, 
including Peter Ross Ken Schwartz 
Francis Whitaker and Tom Latane have 
demonstration projects to make items to be sold 
at auction. Some additional demonstrators are 
planned. 
Galleries 
The earley Submission Gallery 
Late Submission Gallery 
Special Exhibitions 

Rose Ironworks 
National Ornamental Metals Museum 
Knife exhibit & Garden Sculpture 
Show of Thanks (each ABANA 
chapters honor one their 
illustrious own) 

Family Activities 
CRAFT CLASSES 

art classes for children 
the FITNESS CENTER, SWIMMING, BOWLING 
SOCIALS 
Two tours should there be enough interest. 
FAMILY MOVIES w i l l  be shown over closed circuit 
television i n  dorm and lounge areas. 
Media Presentation 
Individual ABANA members slide shows and trom 
ABANA archives 

Videos 
As well as two channels of home movies there wi l l  
be three channels on blacksmithing 
Tradeshow - this promises to be one of the secret 
highlights of the conference 
Tai!gate all the color of the market plake -venders 
as previous years wi l l  donate to Iron in the Hat 

Auction 
iron in the hat -a membership meeting closing 
night dance and social 

Preconference Activities 
Albert Paley Tour -June 26 
Workshop for Newsletter Editors 
Tours - local wineries - Glen Curtis (of 
CurtisWright fame) museum . 
Corning and Rockwell Arts Museum (min 20 must 
sign up @ $20/person) 
Self Directed Tour - Buffalo and Niagara Falls (plus 
Factory Outlet Malls), Letchworth Park (little grand 
cannon) with Genesee River Falls whicha re 
spectacular in June 

Full Conference Registration Fees 
on or before May 1, After May 1 ,  

1996 1996 

ABANA Member 175.00 200.00 
Spouse/friend/children 30.00 50.00 
Room and Board 
Double occupancy 
Adult 175.00 200.00 
Single rooms extra 40.00 40.00 
Children 11-18 140.00 150.00 
Children 3-10 75.00 90.00 
Paley Tour (pre-registration only 75.00 
Newsletter Editors Workshop 60.00 
Winery tour 40.00 50.00 
Museum Tour 20.00 25.00 

One day registrations w i l l  be permitted on 
Saturday, June 29, 1996. The cost of the one 
day registration i s  as follows. 
Registration for Saturday only: 
A. Regular US ABANA membership . . $75.00 
B. Without ABANA membership . . . . . $65.00 
Senior, Student, Family, and Overseas1 
membership fees wi l l  be adjusted accordingly. I f  
you choose option A, you must complete the 

Additional Activities 
iron-in-the-hat raffle, a membership meeting, 
tailgate sales, closing night dance and social 

14 Concessions on the field and in the pub 



FOR SALE: 
035 ton press, 15HP, 3 phase - $1000 

Surface grinder, 6" x 18" 3 phase - $500 
Gantry crane frame, 15' high, 15' wide, 4 
ton capacity on steel wheels - $750 

*Lincoln weld- an-power, 8000 watts AC 
power, 200A AC-DC Arc welder, Gasoline 
engine, on shop cart, low hours, looks new - 
$2200 

Call Walt Anderson at 904-672-4603 

CHINESE ANVILS FOR SALE: 
John Hargett writes that George 
Reynolds at the Oldsmar Flea Market, 
Building C. Booth 53 in Oldsmar, FL 
is selling a new stock of "factory 
second' 110 and 175 pound chinese 
anvils. John reports that he bought 
two and they work good for him. You 
can call George Reynolds at 813-971- 
3744 Or 813-855-0999. 

WANTED: Classified ads for the Clinker Breaker. Ads are free and run for two issues. 

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association. Inc. 

Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 

Date I New 1 _! Renewal I 

Address 

I City State Zip I 
Business 

Phone Phone I Spouse's name I 
Are you interested in procuring: 
( ) anvil ( ) coal ( ) hand tools 
( ) post vise ( ) blower ( ) forge 
( ) other 

Send this application and a membership fee of 
$20.00 to: 

Patty Draper, FABA Secretary~Treasurer 
Applecross Forge 
Rt. 7 Box 1082 C 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 

Make check out to FABA. The FABA membership 
year begins May 1 .  New memberships received 
after Dec. 3 1, 1995 are $20.00 and also cover the 
following membership year. Membership is for a 
family. You don't have to be an ABANA member 
to join FABA, but many FABA members are, and 

I we encourage membership in both organizations. I 

Mv.farnrly & I express 
our thanks to all who sent 
cards and knew myfkther 
Czlrtls L Yockeypr~or to h l ~  
p s r n g  on 10-1 4-95 

Pctc Yockql 

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Artist Blacksmith Association of 

North America. Tnc. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone 

The undersigned applies for membership in the 
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America 
and encloses as annual membership dues 
for one year. Checks must be U.S. funds 
Membership includes a subscription to the Anvil's 
Rmg and The E-Iarnmer's Blow. 

Credit Card No. 
VISA ( 1 
MasterCard ( ) 
Expiration date 

full time student (1 yr only) $3 O/year 
regular membership $35/year 
senior citizen (age 65+) $30/year 
overseas airn~ail $70/year 
overseas surface mail $50/year 
contributory membership $100/year 
public library subscription $25/year 

Call (3 14) 390-2 133 to charge your membership to 
VISA or MasterCard, or make a check to ABANA 
and send to: ABANA 

PO Box 206 
Washington, MO 63090 




