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An Artist's Statement 

I am interested in fairly crisp clean visual statements about humble forged iron utili- 
tarian objects. Visual ideas are frozen in hot iron t o  form everyday objects which wed 
function and fantasy while not allowing one to overcome the other. My personal 
vocabulary of forms and ideas are influenced by the nature of nature, not the look of 
nature. How nature works to form itself such as the relationship between rocks and 
water in a river, Rocks cause the water to  move in a certain way and the water then 
moves the rocks, erodes them and then re-arranges the river. The process continues. 
i form iron, iron forms me. 

Doug Hendrickson 

Doug Hendrickson will be one of our demonstrators at this years annual conference which will be held October 
1 1  and 15, 1995. Doug is from Lesterville, Missouri and has years of experience teaching art classes at the 
university level as well as eleven years experience as a full-time artist Blacksmith. He will be demonstrating h s  
techniques in forging artistic kitchen tools the likes of which are offered in the Real Goods catalogue and 
upscalc stores across the country. Doug's demonstrations of forging skillets and other kitchen tools at this years 
Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference in Madison, Georgia were very popular with conference partici- 
pants. Now's your chance to see Doug along with our other demonstrators Jerry Hoffmann, edltor of the 
13lnck.sr~ii/h'.s .Journal, and Hank Knicknieyer, master of mosaic damascus, at Barbcrville. 

The 1995 FABA conference packets should be arriving soon. Mark your calendars and make plans to be 
there this year to help celebrate FABA's 10th Anniversary. 



Upcoming Even@ 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are 
highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold 
regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of 
each month: NE-lst, NW-2nd. SE3rd, SW-last. The actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. We also hold short 
board meetings at the quarterly statewide meetings, and a board meeting and general membership meeting at the annual conference. Our meetings 
are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just 
watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions 
about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Mike Schmidt (407) 855-3347 
Northwest Region: Clyde Payton (904) 997-3627 
Southeast Region: Ray Reynolds (407) 793-2452 
Southwest Region: Richard Boone (813) 377-8638 

SEPTEMBER 1995 
Maps-for September meetings are on page 3 

NE Sept 2 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barbcrville, Florida. 
Sept 8-10 Alabama Forge Council Blacksmithing Conference. Tannehill State Park. 

. See article on page 5. 
NW Sept 9 Jerry and Ticee Grice's forge. Tallahassee, Florida. Making projects for 

the FABA annual auction. Lunch provided. See story on page 4. 
Sept 9-10 Southeastern Custom Knife Show. See article this issue. 
Sept 14-17 Iron Symposium at Penland. For info call 704-765-2359. 

SE Sept 16 Ray Roberts' forge. Palm City, Florida. 
Sept 23-24 Quad-State Blacksmithing Round-Up. Put on by the Southern Ohlo Forge 

and Anvil Chapter of ABANA. For registration packet contact hchard 
Kern, PO Box 284, Xenia, OH 45385. Nationally known for the tool sales. 
Demonstrators: Jim Batson, Peter Sevin, Roberta Elliott, Charles 
Orlando and Russell O'Dell. 

SW Sept 30 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

OCTOBER 1995 
Maps for October meetings will be in the next issue 

NE Oct 7 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. 
Oct 14-15 FABA ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Barberville, Florida. 

NW No local meeting. 

SE No local meeting. 
SW Oct 28 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

NOVEMBER 1995 I 
NE Nov4 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barbe~l le ,  Florida. 
NW Nov 11 Skeeter & Lou Prather's forge. Tallahassee, Florida. Roger Stuart will 

demonstrate Box Joints. Tailgate sales. Lunch provided. 
SE Nov 18 Ray & Anne Reyonlds house. West Palm Beach, Florida. 
SW Nov 25 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 
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Northwest Region August Meeting 
by Clyde Payton, Northwest Region Program Coordinator 

The August meeting of the NW region was held at the blacksmith shop of Dr. Ed and Nancy Crane in 
Tallahassee, Florida on Saturday the 12th. About fifty were in attendance - most from north Florida, 
several from Georgia, and one from Columbus, Ohio. The turnout was great! 

Thts was a "workday" type meeting in order to make items for the auction at our statewide conference in 
October. We had four work stations going with four "station captains" and their crews. The rest of us 
watched and "supervised." 

STATION ONE: Captain Dr. Ed Crane and his crew spent most of the day supporting the other 
three crews, fashoning stock, fixing jigs, and rebuilding one very deteriorated post vise. 

STATION TWO: Captain Dr. "Skeeter" Prather and his crew made a beautiful plant stand. 

STATION THREE: Captain Jim Croft and his crew also made a beautiful plant stand 

STATION FOUR: Captain Jay Reakirt ( from Albany, Georgia ) and his crew built a magnificent 
glass top table. 

Jay Realurt brought his Civil War era casson blacksmith forge at whch he demonstrated. This is an 
authentic reproduction of a portable blacksmith forge shop whch is built on a two-wheel horse drawn cart. 
The whole outfit weighs over 4,000 pounds. It is quite a spectacle to see Jay demonstrating on this 
magnificent creation which he built hlmself from authentic Civil War drawings and pictures. Jay and h s  
crew worked until 7:00 p.m. Saturday on the table project. Jay spent the night at Clyde and Vi Payton's 7 
house and the unhshed  table was finally completed at Clyde's forge Sunday afternoon. It was well worth 
the two h l l  days of labor. Some lucky person at the auction is going to be very pleased! 

As usual, Nancy Crane fixed up a splendid lunch of barbecued chcken, several salads and vegctablcs, all 
the trimmings, and two different desserts. No one went away hungry, I'll guarantee. Also, after lunch Dr. 
Crane showed a video of Peter Ross malung latches. Thls video is narrated by Roy Underhill. 

We worked hard! We had h n !  We will do it again! 

Northwest Region September Meeting 
by Clyde Payton, Northwest Region Program Coordinator 

The September meeting will be held on Saturday, September 9 at the home blacksmith shop of Jerry and 
Tycee Grice in Wakulla County, just south of Tallahassee. See page three of this newsletter for a map to 
their place. 

This will be a workday type meeting. We will be making additional items for the auction. Please bring 
your portable forge if you have one. Also bring a project which can be made in one day ( more or less ). If 
you will precut your stock, etc. it will speed t h g s  along some. The project to be made is your decision. 
Plenty of help will be available. Jerry will captain one team at his forge station in the making of a major 
item for the auction. 

Tycee will furnish us with her usual great lunch. Bring cold drinks if you want. Jerry's shop is a spacious 
* 

place in beautiful woods and shade, so come on out and let's have fun! 



The July 1995 Statewide Meeting Report 
by Carl Austln 

Whcn we anived at the Crowley location, there was a truck parked crosswise in the road indicating we 
were to walk in. The recent excessive rains in this area had rendered the roads too wet to drive on. 

kchard Boone, the Southwest Region Program Coordinator, reports that on Friday before the meeting 
several volunteers tried to remedy the situation by shoveling a considerable amount of dirt onto the road, 
but it just didn't do the trick. 
Despite all thts, 24 hardy folks came trudging in, carrying their gear and lunches, and had a perfectly 
wonderfbl day. 

Lewis hggleman, great instructor that he is, held the group's close attention as he demonstrated his 
techniques for his famous ram heads, as well as longhorn steer and wizard heads. So that we could follow 
his demonstration step by step, we were given a detailed instruction sheet for all 3 projects. It was 
observed that these instructions sheets were carefully pocketed and taken home to various blacksmith 
shops. 

It was a good productive meeting. 

H A V I N G  T R O U B L E  M A K I N G  YOUR IRON 

MOVE T H E  WAY YOU W A N T ?  MAYBE 
YOU H A V E  O N E  O F  T H E S E  GUYS 

H A N G I N G  AROUND YOUR SHOP!  

TIPS -SHARPENING 
For putting a keen edge on thin bladed tools, 
such as knives, small chisels or scribes, etc., 
use silicone carbide sandpaper 260 or 320 

@ grit. Place the sandpaper on a piece of glass 
or flat steel. The surface must be smooth or 
the t,ool will cut through the paper. You will 
be surprised how fast it sharpens. 
Wewsletter of the Guild of Metalsrniths). 5 

ALABAMA FORCE COUNCIL 
1995 10th Annual 

TANMEHILL CONFERENCE 
September 8-10 

Tannehill State Park 
just Southwest o f  Birmingham 

Demonstrations by: 

Elmer Roush Basic Blacksmithing 
Clifton Ralph Power Hammer 

Ray Nagar Artistical Design 
Nol Putnam Design & Drawing 

Auction conducted by Col. Tim Ryan and 
David Cornett Friday evening a t  7:30 p m  

Campsites are available at the park. A number 
of these sites have been reserved for the use of 
Confrcnce attendees. Motels in the area are: 

kverchase Inn (Highway 3 1) 205-985-7500 
Courtyard Marriott (Hwy 3 1) 205-988-5000 
Best Western (Bessemer) 205-424-0880 
Masters Inn (Bessemer) 205-424-9690 

For more i n a r m a t i o n  call: 
Roger Schaffer 334-857-3618 

or 
Frank Brown 334-272-6298 



NEW BLACKSMITH DIRECTORY 
BEING CREATED 

If' you are FABA member who is forging iron for 
profit, you may be interested in the new blacksmith 
referral directory being created by FABA. The 
directory will be a separate listing included with the 
FABA membership directory which is published 
each year. Ths  &rectory will identify FABA 
members who are . accepting commissioned 
blacksmith projects and the types of work they do. 
All of us have been asked by friends or acquantances 
to make them something in iron but we don't have 
the time, interest or expertise to take on the work. 
Hopefully, by the use of t h s  directory we can direct 
these people to a FABA member who would 
welcome the job. The understanding would be not to 
vouch for the quality of anyone's work but simply 
have way to refer work to those who want it. If you 
are interested in having your name included in the 
next directory either fill out the form below or jot the 
information down on a postcard and send it to me as 
soon as possible. The deadline for being included in 
the next directory is November 10, 1995. 

Bill Robertson, Editor 
The Florida Clinker Breaker 
Referral Directory 
Rt. 7 Box 1082 - C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 

WORKING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

Traditional (small) 
Architectural (large) 
Sculptor (art) 
Knives 
Tools (blacksmith) 
Welding (fabrication) 
All (anything) 
Specialty 

Name 
Business name 
Street address 
City, State, Zip 
Phone 

If you see a category that should be changed or 
others that you tlunk need to be included please let 
me know. Editor 

I WANT YOU TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE FLORIDA CLINKER BREAKER 

Wanted are articles about the metal working craft 
such as shop hmts, how-to articles, planned 
events, availability of tools or supplies, notes on 
what is happening at the regional meetings, etc. I 
will accept articles or sketches any way you 1 
submit them: typed, handwritten, etched in 
Damascus. I'll fix them up and format them if 
necessary. Send all submissions to: 

Bill Robertson, Editor 
The Florida Clinker Breaker 
Rt. 7 Box 1082-C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 

The deadline for each months issue is the 10th of 
each month. Currently, I am especially interested 
in receiving sketches of jigs and shop accident 
stories. 

ANDREWS IS AWARDED THE 
ALEX BEALER AWARD FOR 1995 

Jack Andrews was awarded the 1995 Alex Bealer 
Award at the Missouri Blacksmith Association 
Conference in Potosi. Granted each year since 
1978, the award is given to the outstanding 
blacksmith in ABANA. Andrews teaches, + 
authors books, and is establishing a forge in Las 
Anonas, El Salvador. 



1995 PABA CONFERENCE =NU 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER - BUFFET ADULT $3.50 
CHILD $1.75 

CHICKEN 'N DUMPLINGS CONFERENCE 
STUFFED BEEF ROLL-UPS OVER NOODLES VOLUNTEERS FREE 
VEGETABLES 
ROLLS 
DESSERT 
BEVERAGE (COFFEE -ICED TEA-WATER) 

BREAKFAST - SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

"LITTLE GIANT" $3.00 ( $4.00 VALUE ) 
2 BISCUITS WITH SAUSAGE GRAVY 
2 SAUSAGE PATTIES 
2 SCRAMBLED EGGS 
COFFEE -MILK - ORANGE JUICE 

"ALA CARTE" ITEMS 501 EACH 

BISCUIT 
SAUSAGE GRAVY (FOR 1 BISCUIT) 
SAUSAGE PATTIE 
SCRAMBLED EGGS (2) 
GRITS 
FRESH FRUIT CUP 
ORANGE JUICE 
MILK- COFFEE 

LUNCH - SATURDAY 

HOT DOG ......................................................... $1.00 
SLOPPY JOE O N  BUN ..................................... $1.50 
SAUSAGE & BEANS WITH 
CORNBREAD OR BISCUIT ............................ $1.50 
TUNA SALAD SUB .......................................... $1.50 
CHICKEN SALAD SUB .................................. $1. 
PASTA PRIMAVERA WITH 
CORNBREAD OR BISCUIT ............................. $2.00 
GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST 
TOSSED SALAD WITH CORNBREAD 
OR BISCUIT ........................................................ $2.50 

SIDES BEVERAGE 

POTATO CHIPS ......................... ..25t COFFEE ....................... 50t 
COLE SLAW .................................. 5 0  ICED TEA .................. ,Sot 
POTATO SALAD .......................... 50 t 
MACARONI SALAD .................. 50t 
FRUIT CUPS .................................. 50t 
TOSSED SALAD ........................ $1.00 

DINNER - SATURDAY NIGHT $5.00 ADULTS 
"BLACKSMITH BLOWOUT BUFFET" $2.50 5-12 YRS 

FREE UNDER 5 
TOSSED SALAD 
HAM WITH CI3ICKEN ROLL-UPS (BACK BY SPECIAL REQUEST) 
BBQ RIBS 
FRIED CHICKEN HAROLD'S HOMEMADE ROLLS 
BAKED BEANS DESSERT 
COLE SLAW COFFEE - ICED TEA -WATER 
MACARONI SALAD 
POTATO SALAD 

SUNDAY - LUNCH BUFFET $1.50 PER PERSON 
EVERYTHING LEFT OVER (AND THERE'S ALWAYS PLENTY!) 

COKE, DIET COKE & SPRITE AVAILABLE AT COKE WAGON - 501 

1995 ELECTIONS 

In November we will be voting to elect a 
new president, vice-president as well as 
trustees #1, #3 and #5. The terms for these 
positions will begin in January, 1996 and 
run until January, 1998. Currently, your 
board of trustees and officers are: 

President 
Vice-Pres 
SecITreas 
Program Chair 
Trustee #1 
Trustee #2 
Trustee #3 
Trustee #4 
Trustee #5 
Editor 

Tico Rubio 
Pete Brandenburg 
Patty Draper 
Steve Bloom 
Carl Austin 
Walt Anderson 
Clyde Payton 
Willard Smith 
Ray Roberts 
Bill Robertson 

Now is the time to send in your nominations 
for these positions. Nominations are open to 
all FABA members and you may even 
nominate yourself. Call, send in a postcard 
or fill out this form and mail to: 

Patty Draper, Sec~Treas 
Rt. 7 Box 1082-C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
904-668-2876 

I NOMINATE : 

FOR THE POSITION OF: 

SIGNED: 



Reprinted from the Hot Iron News 
The Northwest Blacksmith Association 

Table - Center Post Se uence -- NOT TO SCALE 
24" x 5/8" x 5/8" mild steel b Mark with center punch and cold 
chisel. Hammer facets (edges) and flats hot. 

1 I t 
\ 

5/8': @ stock - 24" 
3 I f- 

Upset one end approx. 1". mark center, length of split 2.5" 

.----L- --C 

Mark 1/2" Split end out, draw to 4". Mark center of bar, measure 
4 sides up  4", mark all four sides. 

Split 4" on all four sides with thin hot cut chisel, open up  
slightly, check, hammer (lightly) square. 

Heat split area, twist a t  least one full turn, 
align bar visually, reheat. 

Upset twist by tapping split end with hammer and "un- 
twist" 1 /4 to 1 / 2  turn, correct twist and spacing as 
needed. Use square spring fuller to form tenon roughly. li 

sink if 
Use "socket monkey tool" to form square tenon and upset desired. 
shoulder. Align and straighten bar, correct all problems, if 
any, at  this time, let coal. f 

8 
\ Summer 1995 

Dill holes 
for attach- 
ing top, 
counter 



Reprinted from the Hot Iron News 
The Northwest Blacksmith Association 

f Table - Leg Sequence -- NOT TO SCALE (obviously) 
1/4" x 2'' x 15'' mild steel , mark with center punch and cold chisel. 
Measure twice, cut once. 

1 /4" x 2'' 6 stock 15". Mark j 

centers and cuts 

,$lit on one side with thin 

1 hot cut chisel, open out. 

splits 

Open to 90" with vise, 

on same surface. 

Square punch to tenon size 
of post (appr. 1 /4" to 3/8") 

anvil, hardie 
rasp or file, 
even. 

5. Bend legs on jig - -  even up to sit level. 

*-(I( 
\ Summer 1995 

'+ 
Scrolls may be used 

Flatten entire 
base -- lightly. 

Flair, scroll or leave ends alone 
as per your decision. Make sure 
all legs are the same length. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Volunteers .are needed for this years conference 
in Barberville October 14 and 15. Listed here 
are some of the more important volunteer 
positions that still need to be filled. Please call or 
write of your willingness to help. 

POSITION VOLUNTEER 
Assistants to the demonstrators: 
+Doug Hendrickson 
&Jerry Hoffmann Bill Roberts 
+Hank Knickrneyer Greg Ross 
&Coal sales 
*Security Clyde Pavton 

Walt Anderson 
Set up & tear down 

Gophers Me1 Wilbur 

Sell Buck-in-Bucket tickets 

For the positions above call or write to: 
Steve Bloom, Program Chairman 
PO Box 542 
Archer, Florida 32618 
904-528-6508 

POSITION VOLUNTEER 
Registration desk help: 
*Signing in members 

+T-shirt / pin sales Sue Ellen Hunter 
*Signing in Buck-in Bucket items 
Auction Help: 
+Receiving donated items Norma Austin 
and writing up tags 
&Auction accounting Carl Austin 

Vi Payton 
Patty Draper 

Ass;stants to auctioneer Bill Robertson 
kchard Adkins 

For these positions call or write to: 
Patty Draper 
Rt. 7 BOX 1082-C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
904-668-2876 

Please, we need your help! Don't make us come 
find you at the last minute at .the conference! 

$ Omni Hotel & Convention Center -Durham, NC 
12.5 ntiles from the Ralc~ghiDurharu Airport 

T Special Room Rate of $69 - $75 double 
Only Custom Handmade Knives 

d? World Famous Knifemakers 
& Investment Quality at Affordable Prices 
## Valuable Custom Knives as Door Prizes 
*Prizes for Visitors 

Awards for Knifemakers 
$q Knife Supplies for Sale by Koval Knives 

Saturday 10:OO - 6:00 
Sunday 10:OO - 4:00 
$5/day - $8 for  bo th  d a y s  

Demonstrations in  Scrimshaw, 
Engraving, Bladesmithing, Knife Grinding 

Greatest Custom Knife Show 
Between New York and Atlanta! 

See top makers and beautiful knives in a comfortable and modem setting. 

Show sponsored by the NC Custom Knifemakers Guild 
Cllrls Lnlta, Show Cha~rman . 415 Bay Drlve . Washmgton, NC 27889 919-946-9519 

Tommy McNdbb. President . 910-759-0640 

TIPS -TONG RIVETS 
When making a pair of tongs, make one of the 
holes for the rivet square. This way the rivet 
will seat permanently on one side of the tongs 
while the other side will pivot freely, this 
keeps the tongs from being too sloppy or too 
tight. (Newsletter of the Arizona Artist 
Blacksmith Association). 



A GOOD PLACE TO VISIT 
By Clyde Payton 

As the kids would say, I would like to tell you about this NEAT0 
place that's just COOL!!! 

It's called WESTVILLE near Lumpkin, Georgia. Located on 
approximately 60 acres, this is a completely restored 1850's "town" 
consisting of authentic homes, shops, an Inn, school, and many other 
period buildings and artifacts. Dirt streets do have salmon brick 
walkways going in all directions. All buildings are authentic and well 
preserved, and were moved in from all parts of South Georgia and 
South Alabama. Westville has been the vision of Georgia historical 
preservationists since 1970, led by none other than Jimmy and Roselyn Carter. This is a "living hstory" 
type period museum managed by a private, not-for-profit educational corporation. 

Throughout the town demonstratorlinterpreters actually bake bread, make all kinds of crafts, including 
clay pots and candles, performing the jobs necessary 150 years ago. Guided tours are also available. This 
is quite an extensive place so please plan for at least one FULL day if you wish to see it all! 

Now, for the "punch line" - did you know that t h s  is the spot where ABANA was founded??? Yes, the 
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America was actually BORN here on March 17, 1973! ! This was 
the first meeting of ABANA before it had a name. At t h s  first meeting twentv charter members formed a 
blacksmith preservation organization that now spans the entire world and counts thousands of members, 
with active chapters which number over 50 (Florida Artist Blacksmith Association being the best, of 
course). The next year they met at the same place and the membership was a grand 70 strong and they 
gave themselves a name - ABANA. The moving force behind th s  revival movement was a visionary by 
the name of Alex Bealer. Alex was an advertising executive in Atlanta, Georgia who wrote the book 
"THE ART OF BLACKSMITHING" in 1969. From his single-handed efforts, blacksmithing is now 
preserved forever! Alex Bealer was elected the first president of ABANA. At first, he was president, vice 
president, secretary-treasurer, program chairman, and newsletter editor - all rolled into ONE. His very 
first newsletter was called THE A M L  'S RING, and consisted of three whole pages! (Photocopies of ALL 
previous issues of The Anvil's Ring are available from Clyde Payton). The "cash-in-the-bank" operating 
fund of the fledgling orginazation was a grand total of $2 13.08! ! 

Ten years later ABANA celebrated its 10th Anniversary of the founding of ABANA at Westville in order 
to dedicate and name the blacksmith shop. This hstoric shop was named in honor of the founder of 
ABANA - Alex Bealer. When you visit, look for an iron plaque fastened to the front of this blacksmith 
shop dedicating it to Alex. (On t h s  happy occasion your writer was present to help in thls dedication). 
Enjoy watching Resident Blacksmith and interpreter, David Fmk, busy at thc BEALER FORGE. 

Put t h s  htstoric site on your "must see" list and be sure to take the children. Westville can be found at the 
intersection of U.S. 27 and GA 27. near Lurnplun, Georgia. The admission fee is $7.00 per adult (it's 
worth it). The mailing address is WESTVILLE, South Mulberry Street, Lumplun, GA 3 18 15. Telephone 
912-838-6310. It is open daily from 10:OO am to 5:00 pm and Sundays 1:00 - 5:00 pm., except New 
Year's Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. Closed Mondays. Camping and motels are available nearby. 

Editor's note: FABA contributes $50.00 each year, as do many other ABANA chapters, for the 
continued restoration of the Bealer Forge. 



FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING--JULY 8,1995 

The board of trustees held its quarterly meeting at the Ramada Inn in Ocala, Florida.. 
Members present: Pete Brandenburg, Vice-President; Steve Bloom, Program Chair; Patty 
Draper, Secretary-Treasurer; Bill Robertson, Newsletter Editor; Walt Anderson, Trustee; Carl 
Austin; Trustee; Clyde Payton, Trustee; Ray Roberts, Trustee. Members absent: Tico Rubio, 
President; Willard Smith; Trustee. 

The meeting was called to order by Pete Brandenburg in Tico's absence. Pete explained 
that Tico was unable to attend because his father just had open heart surgery in Miami the 
previous day. 

APRIL MINUTES: The board unanimously voted to accept the April board minutes as 
submitted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: The board unanimously voted to accept the treasurer's 
report as submitted. The report is attached to these minutes. As of June 30, 1995, the report 
shows: cash assets (cash in bank account): $7,171.05; total liabilities: $623.00. 
Patty also presented a coal report indicating that she has received and deposited a total of 
$2,820.00 for coal; the coal was purchased for $3,223.00. Tico had reported to Patty on June 21, 
1995 that the settlement owes FABA for some coal it purchased and that there is not any more 
coal leR to sell. Patty stated that if all 42,600 lbs. of coal had been sold FABA should have 
collected $4,260.00. Motion was made to authorize spending up to $4,000.00 for coal for the 
annual conference with the president to appoint a committee to look into setting the price of the 
coal and restrictions on its sale. An amendment to the motion was unanimously adopted to 
instead name the committee at the meeting, in order to save time. The committee will be Clyde 
Payton, Patty Draper, Carl Austin and Bill Robertson. The main motion, regarding the coal 7 
purchase, was unanimously approved. The board charged the committee with getting an 
accounting as to coal receipts, including collecting any receipts that Tico may still be holding; and 
determining how much coal is left. Thereafter, the committee should set a price that will insure 
that FABA recoup its cost for the coal and consider a price that will fbnd transporting the coal to 
each of the statewide meetings in the Southwest, Southeast and Northwest regions so that 
members who are unable to travel to B a r b e ~ l l e  are able to obtain coal. In addition, a two-tier 
pricing schedule (one price for members and another price for nonmembers) should be considered. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE: Motion to increase the membership dues from 
$1 5.00 to $20.00 per year, previously tabled at the April meeting, was taken up. Bill Robertson 
indicated that he suggested raising the dues because the cost of running the organization had gone 
up, due to inflation, and that if the dues were not raised then, in effect, the board would be 
approving a dues decrease and a cut in services to the membership. A general discussion revealed 
that the dues have been at the $15.00 level since 1989, when they were raised from $10.00; that 
the cost of the newsletter alone is $15.00-17.00 per member. Pete said he did not think the $750 
that would be raised by the increase was worth the potential that FABA would lose members; 
Steve said raising the dues by $5.00 would not have that effect. Walt said that as long as the 
organization has more money than it actually needs to pay ongoing expenses, the dues should not 
be raised. Ray stated that FABA should have one years worth of operating costs in reserve; that 
while he was opposed to an increase, the only alternative is to change the way we operate; 
currently, we have a first class operation, including newsletter and paid demonstrators at quarterly 
meetings so we need to do something in order to be able to continue this level of services. Clyde 
agreed that while we were not a "for profit" group, it was only fiscally sensible to maintain a rainy 
day fbnd to cover a possible last minute cancellation of the annual conference due to dangerous 
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weather. In that case, FABA might lose its $10,000 conference costs and be unable to raise the 
$4,000.00 at the auction that currently is crucial to hnding current operations. Carl Austin 
moved approval of the dues increase effective January, 1996. Voting in favor of the motion were 
Bill Robertson, Clyde Payton, Steve Bloom, Patty Draper, Carl Austin and Ray Roberts. Opposed 
were Walt Anderson and Pete Brandenburg 

T-SHIRTS AND HATS: Motion was made to spend up to $500.00 for more T-shirts 
with the FABA logo and some indication that 1995 is FABA's 10 year anniversary; also to spend 
up to $200.00 for hats, both to sell at the conference. Both motions passed unanimously. 

BYLAWS: Patty distributed the bylaws adopted at' the last meeting, including the changes 
made at that meeting and stated she planned to have them included in the August newsletter. 
There was a brief discussion of whether it was clear that a family membership was entitled to one 
vote only, no matter how many individuals there were in a given family. The consensus was that 
it was clear and no change was necessary. These bylaws are in effect as of April 8 but the board 
will take up several suggestions for additional changes at its October meeting, including extending 
the past president's term on the board of trustees in the event the president is reelected; 
empowering the president to appoint committees (Patty is charged with reviewing Robert's Rules 
of Order, already incorporated into the bylaws, to see if this is really necessary); and notice to 
board members of executive committee meetings and agenda. 

INVENTORY COMMITTEE: Walt Anderson provided a preliminary report of the 
FABA inventory: consumables--T-shirts, pins and an undetermined amount of coal; 
nonconsumables--3 forge tables and firepots, two videotapes; PageMaker software program for 
Mackintosh; and a recently donated blower. There was a consensus that a list should be 
established and whoever has possession and responsibility for the item should be noted, each year 
during the audit of fundsloperations, the fact that this person has the item should be confirmed. 
The complete inventory could be a part of the annual financial report. 

MEMBERSHIP REFERRAL DIRECTORY: Bill wants to add a list to the membership 
directory of members who accept commissioned work, or are otherwise willing to be referred 
requests fiom the public to makeldemonstrate their blacksmith work. Suggested areas are 
traditional small items; architectural or large items; blades; tools; sculpture; build your own forge; 
and other. Bill will include a request for self-referrals in the next newsletter. 

SHOP SAFETY: Steve suggested that buckets containing protective eyewear be placed 
at each demonstration area at the annual conference; observers could borrow a set of safety 
glasses and return them at the close of the conference. The use of eye protection will be required 
for first row spectators as it was last year. Everyone agreed this was a good idea and should be 
done. 

MEETING ROOM COST: Motion made and approved unanimously to approve the 
$32.43 cost of the Ramada Inn conference room for the meeting. 

DOCTORATE OF PHILOSOPHY, ART OF METALSMITHTNG COMMITTEE: Clyde 
Payton and Tico Rubio compose this standing committee. The committee is seeking suggestions 
of a deserving honoree for this award which is given to an individual who has made an 
outstanding contribution to preservation of the art of blacksmithing. J.C.Hawkins and Thomas 
Raines have been presented this award. It was suggested that J.C.Hawkins be made a member of 
the committee to help select the next honoree. 

NEXT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING: The next board of trustees meeting will be 

a held at 6 :00 PM on October 13, 1995, the evening before the start of the annual conference. 
Submitted by Patty Draper, Secretary-Treasurer 



WANTED: Full-time artist 
blacksmith. Laudehill, Florida 
area. Call Robert Ringer at 
Amazing Metalcraft for details. 305 
791-7085. 

FOR SALE: Dade City area. 
Portable forge wl hand crank 
blower (Buffalo) $90.00. Also at 
least three anvils weighing from 
approximately 85 to 110 Ibs. $75 to 
$125 each, and one sheet metal 
anvil about 50 Ib. for $60.00. Call 
Stadel Charon at 904-344-2686. 

P 0 BOX 2 1 

ST A L B A N S .  WV 25 1 7 7  

(3041 - 727-0530 

I have condensed a threeday 
beginners tinsmithing class (that I 
have taught at Fort New Salem in 
West Virginia for several years) into 
a two-hour VHS video training film. 
This film comes with shop drawings 
of everything built during the 
making of the film and a few more 
punchinglpiercing patterns, simple 
instructions in electric soldering, a 
list of books on How-To and History 
of Tinware (all illustrated) and 
suppliers of materials and tools I 
believe will be of help to the 
beginner and to any Living History 
Museum contemplating starting a 
tinsmithing department. 

This video and the information 
mentioned I offer for sale at $48.00. 
This includes packaging, handling, 
postage and sales tax. 

Yr. Ob't'd. Svt., 
B n l ~  t h ~  Z i n k ~ r  

PO Box 21 
St. Albans, WV 25177 

FRANCIS WHITAKER 

The Francis Whitaker 
Blacksmiths Educational 
Foundation is pleased to 
announce the publication of 
Francis Whitaker's biography. 
125 pages with many photos. 
Available from: Centaur Forge, 
Norm Larson Books, John C. 
Campbell Folk School. 

Autographed copies may be 
obtained from: 

Francis Whitaker 
1493 Country Road 106 
Carbondale. CO. 81623 

(907) 963-9144 
$45.00 postpaid 

A limited Library Edition, 
leather bound, gold embossed, 
autographed and numbered is 
available for $100.00 postpaid. 

A video of Francis' 7 

I ANNOUNCING 

New How-To Manual for 
Beginning Blacksmiths Titled: 

101 Metal Projects for the 
Novice Blacksmith 

by 
A1 A. Cannella 

This is a "how-to" shop manual 
for beginning blacksmiths with 
step-by-step explanations and 
clear drawings to insure 
sucessful completion of each 
project. 

A1 & Linda Cannella 
13 10 Walter Reed Road 
Cookeville, TN 38501 

Postpaid in U.S. $29 Canada $29.50 

FOR SALE: Large cast iron 
commercial blower. $175.00. 
Call Ed Crane at 904-893-3212 

work plus 
outstandng work 
from many countries 

$25.00 postpaid. Blacksmilh's Garcltc 
P . 0  Box 1131 

Stanu,ood. WA 98292 

All profits from these 
sales go to support the 
work of the Foundation. 

@ 1 a ~ k ~ m i f @  T h e  Newspape r  
P 0 Box 1131 
Slanwood. W A  98292 gtt3ette for  Blacksmi ths  

is a150 available. An 
introductory VHS 
from NBC in Denver 
D ~ U S  120 slides. 

~ n t h r  and ~ r o n  11 

~ & r t ~  page booklet on  building a n  
antler handle Mt  Man folder, step by 
step l00+ photos and Lllustratfons 

S 14 00 postpaid Wa St Tx S 96 

61 00 for brochure 

Gene Chapman, Bladesmth, P 0 
Box 1038. hngston, WA 98346 

B l a c k s m ~ l h ' s  Gazette 1s published h1on:hl) as  n l a b l o ~ d  S I Z C  nenspapcr  
lorb lacksmi lhs  It docsn'! d:al u l l h b l a c k s m ~ i h ~ ~ l g  ns an a n .  b u t  151lh the 
crafl ofblacksmllhlng. 11 conlalns neirs.  110s. and r c i h n ~ q u e s  related lo 

rhc craft o l b l a c k s r n ~ : h ~ n g  Subscnbc  Today! 
S30 00  for one  year, SSO 0 0 f o r t w o  ycars, and 570 0 0 f o r  thrcc years 

Scnd to 

WANTED: I would like to buy a 
Sandia gas forge from a fellow 
member who would like io sell his. 
Contact Ronnie Fowler at Falcon 
Crest Forge You can call collect at 
904-467-321 5 

WANTED: All types of old cowboy 
gear; saddles, spurs, whips, 
holsters etc. Call Doyle Conner, Jr. 
904-922-9435. 

FOR SALE: Fire pot , two 4" post - 
vises and a champion 400 blower 
with stand. Call Lewis Riggleman 
at 904-521 -351 5 



REPRINTED FROM THE VOICE OF THEAMAN.CZS M E T W n ' H . 7  

WELCOME NEW MEMBER THE BLACKSMIIFIS ORGANIZAllON OF ARKANSAS 

JIG FOR MAKING TENONED PIECES THE 

Dale & Susan Marsden 
SAME LENGTH 

6450 N.W Hwy 225 tenoned bar 

Ocala, Florida 34482-1868 
H: 904-694-2360 
W: 904-867-0972 

NEW CHAPTERS 
'channel ron 

Welcome two new ABANA Chapters; South notched bradteb 
Carolina Artists & Blacksmiths and Blue correct dishme 

Grass Artist Blacksmrth '.Y Guild 

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc. 

Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 

Date New n Renewal 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Home Business 
Phone Phone 
Spouse's name 

Are you interested in procuring: 
( ) anvil ( ) coal ( ) hand tools 
( ) post vise ( ) blower ( ) forge 
( ) other 

Send this application and a membership fee of 
$15.00 (if received before Jan, 1 1996) to: 

Patty Draper, FABA Secretarymreasurer 
Applecross Forge 
Rt. 7 Box 1082 C 
Tallahassee, FL, 32308 

Make check out to FABA. The FABA 
membership year begins May 1. New 
memberships received after Dec. 31, 1995 are 
$20.00 and also cover the following membership 
year. Membership is for a family. You don't 
have to be an ABANA member to join FABA, 
but many FABA members are, and we 
encourage membership in both organizations. 

ABANA MEMBERSHTP APPLICATION 
Artist Blacksmith Association of 

North America, Inc. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone 

The undersigned applies for membership in the 
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America 
and encloses as annual membership 
dues for one year. Checks must be U.S. funds. 
Membership includes a subscription to the 
Anvil's Ring and The Hammer's Blow. 

Credit Card No. 
VISA ( 1 
MasterCard ( ) 
Expiration date 

full time student (1 yr only) $30/year 
regular membership $35/year 
senior citizen (age 65+) $30/year 
overseas airmail $7O/year 
overseas surface m i l  $Solyear 
contributory membershp $100/year 
public library subscription $25/year 

Call (812) 988-6919 to charge your membership 
to VISA or MasterCard, or make a check to 
ABANA and send to: 

AB AN A 
PO Box 1181 

Nashville, IN 47448 
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CROWLEY MUSEUM & NATURE CENTER 
16405 MYAKKA RD. SARASOTA, FL 34240 

94 1-322-1 000 
PIONEER DAYS NOV. 4 & 5 10 A M -  5 PM 

Dear CrafterDemonstra~or 

This year is shaping up to be our biggest and best Pioneer Days yet and you are invited. We are 
holdmg the event over two days, November 4th & 5th. Food is available without reservations or limits and 
the event is open to the public. Our advertising campaign is set to go, and all we need now is your 
wmmitmcnt to participate. Crowley Museum & Nature Center is looking forward to having a large variety 
and h s h  group of craftspeople and demonstrators to make Uus a fun and educational event for all that attend. 

We have decided to waive any fees for vendors, but would appreciate donations of items we might 
raffle or sell at future events, or use for &splay and programs m our pioneer area. The gate opens on Saturday 
at 7:30 am for set-up. The gafe opens for the public at 10 am, so you need to be set up and have your vehcle 
moved to the parking area by 9:30 am. 

Camping is available near by at Myakka h v e r  State Park at'941-3616515. They have sites with 
electric and water hook-up and they also have a limited number of cabins for rent. Reservations are a must 
as they fill up early. Camping will be allowed Saturday night only at Crowley. No fires are permitted, and 
water and electric hookup is not available. The nearest motels are Econo Lodge at 941- 365-0350 or Days 
Inn at 941-746-2505. The Tourist Information Center has information on other accommodations and can be 
reached at 941- 957-1 877. 

We hope you wdl attend our Pioneer Days '95. Please return the form below by August 25, 1995. For 
more information you can call the Center at 941-322-1000. 

Debble Dixon 
Executive Directox 


