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Remembering Brother Lawrence Oelschlegel

  Brother Lawrence Oelschle-
gel was born on November 
23, 1944 and died on August 
1, 2022. He was part of the 
Christian Brothers, an English 
professor and served as an 
important member of the La-
saillian Church for 59 years. 
  Born in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Oelschlegel was an accom-
plished man not only in the 
religious field, but in the aca-
demic one as well. Described 
by many as a scholastic per-
son, he taught in a number of 
areas such as literature, Eng-
lish and composition. He also 
taught the popular The Bible 
is Literature course at Lewis. 
Aside from that, he was also 
an Associate Dean for the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 
  Oelschlegel arrived at Lew-
is in 1980 on a special as-
signment which lasted for 
a year. It wasn’t until 1992 
that he joined the univer-
sity for good. Brother James 
Gaffney, former president of 
Lewis University, described 
Oelschlegel as, “Someone 

who always had a smile on 
his face. No one ever did it 
better, he was the most de-
tailed here at the University.” 
  Oelschlegel was well loved 
by many in the community, 
among those Dr. Sheila Ken-
nedy, assistant English pro-
fessor, who described him 
as “Kind, friendly, humble, 
engaging, welcoming, well-
read, spiritual, curious, 
grounded, witty, self-depre-
cating, organized, particular 
and as many of his colleagues 
noted – mischievous.” The 
two of them got to know each 
other because they had pre-
viously come to Lewis and 
subsequently got hired in the 
same year. He was a man that 
had a great impact in many 
people’s lives, hers included. 
“He showed what it is to live 
in truth and with kindness 
and humor,” Kennedy said. 
  The beloved Brother was a 
person that loved his friends 
deeply up to his last mo-
ments. He would spend his 
time talking and enjoying 
friend’s company, always 
making sure everyone was 
doing alright. “My first im-

pression of him was that he 
was a bit gruff, and a little 
bit of a curmudgeon,” said 
Dr. Christopher Wielgos, 
Chair of English studies. As 
time went by, Wielgos real-
ized that Oelschlegel was a 
person who would always 
be there for others. “It’s fun-
ny when I think about that 
now, because that’s not who 
Larry was,” said Wielgos. 
  As a teacher, Oelshlegel 
was a respected professor 
who would take the time to 
talk with his students sepa-
rately and help them with 
their assignments. Selena To-
mas, senior double major in 
literature and writing, was 
one of the many students 
that had class with him.  
  “Brother Larry always made 
sure to add some humor to his 
lessons,” said Tomas. “Wheth-
er it be through a random 
joke or good-natured teas-
ing in his feedback, he loved 
to make his students laugh.”  
  He was not only a profes-
sor to her, but a mentor that 
taught her to enjoy the little 
things in life. She recalls the 
time where she gave him a 

mug in a 
red spark-
ly box that 
he later in-
sisted was 
too pretty 
to throw 
away, so 
he decided 
to keep 
it. Tomas 
concluded 
her recall 
about her 
professor 
with, “Lar-
ry made 
e v e r y 
class, ev-
ery event 
and sim-
ply every 
day more 
enjoyable 
with his 
p re s e n c e . ” 
  He will al-
ways be remembered for his 
contagious humor, bright 
smiles, his devotion to his 
beliefs and for the impact he 
made in the lives of those who 
were lucky enough to know 
him, or at least see him wa-

tering the flowers inside the 
Brother’s House. His memory 
will live forever in the com-
munity he built, and his pres-
ence will be deeply missed. 
Lewis was lucky to have him. 

Migrants arrive in Chicago, sparks controversy
IRENA ILIC
NEWS EDITOR

 The first migrants 
unexpectedly arrived at 
Union Station in Chicago on 
Aug. 31. So far, more than 800 
migrants seeking asylum have 
been sent by Texas Governor 
Greg Abbot to Chicago. 
  They got sent here because 
Chicago is a Democrat-led 
sanctuary city, giving migrants 
the opportunity to live without 
the fear of being deported. 
  The asylum seekers were sent 
to the Chicago suburbs of Burr 
Ridge and Elk Grove Village, 
which sparked outrage 
from the aforementioned 
suburban mayors who had 
no knowledge of the arrivals. 
 The mayors claimed 
they had no say in the 
issue nor time to prepare.
   The buses full of migrants 
ranging from men to women 
and young children have 
been arriving in cities across 
the nation unannounced 
causing major problems. 
Gov. Abbot’s decision to 
send migrants stems from 
his opposition to President 
Biden’s lifting of a Title 42 

order, a pandemic health order 
that restricted the number 
of migrants able to enter 
the U.S.’s southern border.
    During the White House 
press briefing on Sep. 16, 
the Biden Administration 
criticized governors Abbot 
and Rob DeSantis of Florida 
for luring migrants onto planes 
and buses and promising 
them jobs, shelter and benefits.
  Huma Zia, the program 
director of paralegal studies, 
provides legal insight 
on the migrant crisis.
   “The Governor of Texas, in 
bussing migrants to Illinois 
and other states, without 
coordinating with the federal 
government’s Department 
of Homeland Security or 
the respective governors of 
the states the migrants are 
bussed to, may be exploiting 
and misleading migrants 
at best; and at worst may 
be setting the stage for a 
humanitarian crisis,” says Zia. 
  “As it stands, bussing migrants 
does not appear to be overtly 
illegal; however, questions 
of voluntarily agreeing to 
be bussed to another city, 
potentially violating federal 

policy on processing one’s 
immigration status and the 
criminal liability of those who 
are actually transporting the 
migrants need to be explored.”
   On Wednesday, Sept. 14, 
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
called a state emergency and 
deployed the national guard 
to help sort out the migrant 
situation. Washington, D.C. 
attempted to do the same, 
however the deployment 
of their national guard 
was restricted by the 
Pentagon due to claims the 
troops were ill-prepared 
to deal with such issues. 
   The latest cause of outrage 
comes from the surprise at 
Martha’s Vineyard where 
on Sept. 17, migrants flew 
into the island after being 
falsely told they were going 
to Boston, Mass. where 
jobs were waiting for them. 
Some migrants have ended 
up requiring medical care 
due to unsafe transportation 
practices which has been 
another cause of controversy. 
Since this incident, the 
affected migrants have filed a 
lawsuit against Gov. DeSantis 
and other state officials. 

Christian Brother Lawrence Oelschlegel, 
affectionately referred to as “Brother Larry, passes at age of 
77.
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Campus rollouts new updates this fall semester
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The Brother James Gaffney Student Center, where the Mr. Beast Burger 
ghost kitchen comes alive at night.

  With a new semester, comes 
new implementations on 
campus, including food-
delivering robots, updates to 
the campus dining program 
and parking limitations. 

Dining

  The old food ordering app, 
the Byte app, was retired and 
now the Everyday app has 
taken its place. The Everyday 
app comes with many updates, 
including allowing users to 
view the menu of each dining 
location on campus. Users can 
also set up alerts for various 
foods containing certain 
ingredients that are prone to 
allergic reactions. Remaining 
meal swipes and Flyer dollar 
amounts are also easily 
accessible through the new app. 
 Senior psychology major 
Anastasia Salenko prefers 
the new Everyday app. 
    “I like the Everyday app more 
than the Byte app since I don’t 
have as many problems with 
the Everyday app like I did 
with the Byte app” said Salenko. 
    Over the summer, Sodexo also 
welcomed a new executive chef, 
Toni Smith, who specializes in 

vegan and vegetarian cuisine, 
so we can expect to see a 
wider variety of meals now 
offered in the student center.
    Along the topic of dining and 
impossible to ignore – Kiwi Bots. 
The little bots are a new addition 
students can see rolling around 
campus. The food delivery 
robots were received as part 
of the startups experimental 
trial and they have not failed to 
entertain students and faculty. 
The funny noises they make 
when they recognize someone in 
front of them and the heart eyed 
compliments displayed on their 
screens make the Kiwibots fun.
  The bots are convenient for 
students that are too busy 
to grab food, however their 
delivery services come at a cost. 
Students do receive two free trial 
deliveries, and after are charged 
around $3.00 per delivery. To 
save money on food delivery 
with the bots, students can 
choose between the silver, gold 
and platinum subscription plans. 
The silver subscription offers 
15 deliveries for $40 a semester, 
the gold subscription offers 45 
deliveries for $109 a semester and 
the platinum subscription offers 
70 deliveries for $159 a semester. 
  In addition to a new app and 
the robots, Mr. Beast Burger, 
a ghost kitchen pop-up, is 

available in the student center. 
They are only accepting orders 
on the Everyday app Monday 
to Friday 8:15 p.m. to 9:45 p.m. 
Menu items include Beast Style, 
Chandler Style, Chris Style and 
Karl’s Deluxe burgers as well 
as their crispy chicken tender 
sandwich. There are also options 
for Seasoned Beast Style Fries and 
Seasoned Crinkle Fries. Carrying 
on the celebrity food options, 
campus plans to add Mariah’s 
Cookies and Bobby Boss cake 
slices to the C-store soon. 
  Subconnection has also started 
to offer all day breakfast, 
which is different from last 
year’s all day breakfast at 
Charlie’s, and introduced 
tractor beverages, which 
are organic flavored drinks. 

Parking  

  The demolition of Fitz is taking 
more time than originally 
planned due to union worker 
strikes over the summer. This has 
come with a problem for resident 
students because it takes over 
the resident parking in Lot MM. 
  “If I need to carry anything 
it’s a problem, having to walk 
across campus,” said freshman 
Aviation major Colin Bade. 
  Resident students that live 
in halls like Sheil, North 

and De La Salle are having 
to look for parking far from 
their dorms in the already 
limited resident parking lots. 

Mascot

 Over the summer administration 
announced the retirement of bed-
chuck Charlie, the university’s 
long term mascot. The University 
has sent surveys to students and 
faculty asking for feedback and 
opinions regarding the future of 
the mascot. The complete change 
will take some time, but Charlie 
will slowly be phased out. 

Residence Halls 

  Half of North Hall has 
been completely renovated, 
giving those sections a new 
feel. They have new flooring, 
furniture, lighting and even 
appliances. Also, the new 
section doors are opened 
with key cards, but the actual 
room doors remain a hard key. 
   Fitz Hall was also demolished 
over the summer, and will 
be replaced with new dorms 
as part of the master plan. 

Black students face disproportionate success at 
community colleges
STEPHANIE 
LINGENFELTER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

  A report released on Sept. 
21 found a significant drop 
in Black student enrollment 
at community colleges. In 
the report, the Joint Center 
for Political and Economic 
Studies (JCPES), “America’s 
Black think tank,” examined 
academic success metrics for 
Black community college 
students. 
 Using data from the 
Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System 
(IDPES), U.S. Census Bureau 
and National Student 
Clearinghouse Research 
Center, JCPES found a 44% 
drop in Black community 
college enrollment from 
2010 to 2020, most of which 
was seen as a result of the 
pandemic. From fall 2019 to 
fall 2020, enrollment fell 18% 
for Black students, with Black 
men disproportionately 
affected. Black male student 

enrollment dropped 23.5%, 
compared to a 15% drop for 
Black female students. 
  The 2008 recession actually 
saw an increase in Black 
student enrollment at 
community colleges, as 
the colleges “were a place 
where workers who had 
lost their jobs could return 
to get additional skills and 
credentials and returned to 
the labor market in a fairly 
short amount of time, and 
it was especially that for 
Black workers,” said report 
co-author and director 
of the workforce policy 
program Alex Camardelle 
in an interview with Inside 
Higher Ed.
  The economic turmoil 
caused by COVID-19, 
however, did not yield 
the same results. This is 
assumed to be due to the 
higher rates of food and 
housing insecurity Black 
students faced during the 
pandemic.
  In addition to examining 

Black student community 
enrollment patterns, the 
report also studied Black 
student graduation rates. 
More disparities were found 
with the gap between Black 
and white community 
college students nearly 
tripling from 2007 to 2020. 
The graduation rate gap 
was four percentage points 
in 2007 but increased to 11 
percentage points in 2020. 
  Gaps in academic success 
are further seen with 
lower transfer rates of 
Black students to four-year 
universities, with a 14.2% 
drop since 2020, and Black 
students being more likely to 
earn certificates, rather than 
degrees from community 
colleges. Certificates 
provide a lower competitive 
advantage in the job market 
and lower average salary, 
contributing to a worsened 
wage gap between Black and 
white workers. 
  The report found that in 
2020, Black community 

college graduates earned 
approximately $20,000 
less than their white 
counterparts and $2,000 less 
than households of white 
workers with just high 
school diplomas. In addition, 
12 years after beginning 
college, the average Black 
associate degree graduate 
still owes 123% of the amount 
they borrowed, compared 
to white graduates owing 
69% and Hispanic graduates 
owing 91%.
  Overall, this study 
highlighted numerous 
disparities in Black 
student higher education, 
particularly how the 
pandemic worsened those 
inequalities. To help address 
these issues, the study 
advocated for community 
colleges to focus more 
heavily on Black student 
recruitment, scholarship 
programs and food and 
housing assistance. To do 
this, the report authors 
recommended improving 

access to childcare on 
campus, streamlining 
the transfer process – 
particularly to historically 
Black colleges and 
universities – and called on 
federal lawmakers to make 
two years of community 
college tuition-free with 
increased funding from 
states. 
  Compton College in 
California is already 
working to addressv these 
issues. After seeing a 28% 
decline in Black student 
enrollment from 2019 to 
2020, President Keith Curry 
hired a Director of Black 
and males of Color Success. 
The position is dedicated 
to boosting Black student 
enrollment, retention and 
graduation rates. JCPES 
urges more community 
colleges to follow suit to 
help address the disparities 
for students of color.  
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True sustainability of 
electric vehicles
STEPHANIE 
LINGENFELTER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
  Everyone has seen the 
headlines. California is phasing 
out gas-powered cars, while 
also having rolling blackouts. 
It’s clear the power grid is not 
stable, so why are they adding 
to the strain by banning the 
sale of new gas-powered cars 
by 2035? Are electric vehicles 
(EVs) even sustainable? 
  When looking at greenhouse 
gas emissions, EVs win. The  
Greenhouse gases, Regulated 
Emissions, and Energy use in 
Technologies (GREET) Model 
sponsored by the Department 
of Energy shows EVs 
produce almost half as much 
greenhouse gas emissions as 
gas-powered cars. Yes, even 
when the source of power is 
from a fossil fuel power plant.     
 The main environmental 
challenges come from the 
mining of rare earth metals 
required for the batteries. 
  Rare earth mining destroys 
habitats, generates large 
amounts of toxic and radioactive 
materials and produces 
wastewater that can leak into 
water bodies and nearby soil.   
  From a social justice standpoi
nt, most of these mining 
operations take place in 
third-world countries lacking 
labor laws, so modern 
slavery is the main source 
of labor. However, there is a 
potential solution – recycling. 
  The recycling process still has 
some kinks to be worked out, 
but laws enforcing companies 
to have buyback programs 
would be a push in the right 
direction. The European Union 
is already doing this with a goal 
of 70% collection by 2030. This 
holds the producer liable for the 
entire lifecycle of their products 
and ensures batteries are 
actually collected for recycling. 
  With collection enforcements, 
fewer raw materials would 
need to be extracted for 
new batteries, minimizing 
the environmental impact. 
However, there is still one 
major setback – the power grid.
  A 2020 Brattle Group study 
estimated an investment 
between $75-125 billion will 
be necessary to account for 
the drastic increase in EVs 
expected by 2030. This amount 
accounts for electric power 
infrastructure and a couple 
million more public chargers. 

  While this cost is high, 
electric cars do offer savings 
for consumers over time 
from reduced maintenance 
and fueling costs. In 
addition, when accounting 
for the environmental 
impacts of gasoline-
powered vehicles, electric 
vehicles come out cheaper.  
  A 2016 report by the American 
Lung Association of California 
found the yearly health and 
climate cost of gasoline-
powered cars in the ten states 
with zero-emission vehicle 
sales programs to be $37 
billion. This includes, but is not 
limited to, the yearly costs of 
220,000 days of missed work, 
109,000 asthma-related attacks 
and 2,580 premature deaths. 
So while there is a hefty 
investment required to prepare 
our communities for EVs, 
the health, environmental 
and social costs of gas-
powered vehicles make that 
investment worth it. This 
means the focus now needs to 
be on making this transition 
happen in an economically-
sound, reasonable way, not 
just passing bills without 
any follow-through. 
  Critics are not wrong – the 
energy grid is not ready. 
However it can be, we just 
have to act fast. According 
to the International Energy 
Agency, EVs made up almost 
9% of the global car market 
in 2021, up from just 2.5% in 
2019. This will only grow as 
an estimated 26.4 million EVs 
will be on the road by 2030. 
  The transition to EVs is already 
here, so while regulations 
like those in California can 
seem drastic, it is a necessary 
change for both the planet 
and human health. Biden’s 
Infrastructure Law will help 
with this, investing $5 billion 
over five years into creating 
an EV charging network. 
  With this increased push for 
EVs, there is also an increased 
push for innovation to 
eliminate the challenges with 
the eco-friendly transportation, 
including how to better recycle 
the batteries to lessen the need 
for new mineral extraction. 
EVs are not the perfect solution 
by any means but they are an 
effective solution nonetheless.

Callow consumption
ERIC MYERS
REPORTER

  What I soon realized was that 
my second step was the key, 
reading on despite my initial 
disdain is clearly not the norm. 
Thanks to tech companies and 
their data mining, my Twitter 
tab soon alerted me about 
discussions surrounding this 
article. I was blasted with 
posts condemning Moore, 
his publication and even 
his basic faith as backwards 
bullies from the ‘80s. 
  People who clearly did not 
read the article got on their 
pulpits in the cloak of learned 
wisdom to spew outright 
falsehoods about the article; one 
of them, an apparently well-
established developer in the 
tabletop gaming community, 
much to my horror. It was 
so unbearable to my senses 
that I broke a longstanding 
tradition I had and decided to 
comment on a public Twitter 
thread to point out the blatant 
misinformation being put 
into the digital ecosystem. 
  After washing my hands 
and vowing to never again 
break that rule again, I felt 
the sickening realization of 
the bigger issue: journalism’s 
greatest foe is the public it 
seeks to reach. We have all 
experienced something like 
what I had, when someone 
comes in and regurgitates 
a headline they read into a 
conversation. But the true 
grotesqueness will set in when 
you realize how seldom there 
is someone who reads that 
article past the headline and 
can correct what was said. It 
is then compounded by the 

fact that most people will trust 
that person, in varying degrees. 
  I do not even blame them for 
their trust, after all a healthy, 
social creature does not 
automatically assume everyone 
lies. The main problem is the 
dubious belief that news should 
require no effort from the 
reader during its consumption. 
In an age where clickbait is 
a household term, it should 
come as no surprise you cannot 
simply consume a headline 
and trust it is factual. But the 
root of the problem is that news 
has become like fast food: it 
needs to be quick, immediately 
gratifying and with little 
thought from the consumer. 
  If we expect better out of 
journalists and any hope 
of breaking the tide of 
misinformation, we need to 
treat the news like real food. 
We need to stop pushing for 
sensation and push for the 
rational. We need to hold 
our nose and gag to finish 
an article before we talk 
about it. And most of all, we 
need to understand that free 
news online will produce an 
equivalent product. It is better 
that news is not as accessible to 
everyone but those with a desire 
to expand their minds, than 
for news to be forced to make 
its living off ads and clickbait 
just to keep it all available. 
  If you made it to this line, 
I truly do thank you as a 
journalist. The more readers 
like you there are, the more 
hope I have for this industry.

Student loan forgiveness, but 
at what cost?

  If you want to know why 
journalism is in an appalling 
state when it comes to public 
relations, I sadly need only to 
go find a mirror. But not for 
me, the journalist. For you, 
the reader. If this opening has 
not caused you to leave in 
indignation, I will now do my 
best to illustrate what I mean. 
  On July 2, 2022, “Christianity 
Today” released an article 
by Russell Moore titled, 
“Fantasy Role-Playing is 
Hurting America.” Being 
both a Christian and a self-
professed member of the 
tabletop roleplaying game 
community, I assumed what 
most would upon reading 
that headline. Especially if 
they knew anything about 
the history between those 
two groups. Great, I sighed to 
myself, an article written by 
some out of touch Christian 
who likely sees Satan between 
every line of Harry Potter. 
  Now I could have stopped there 
and refused to read beyond a 
headline that disgusted and/
or infuriated me, but I knew I’d 
be remiss as a journalist to do 
so. And to my surprise, I read a 
wonderfully written article that 
defended one of my favorite 
hobbies and instead denounced 
the dangerous fantasy lives 
perpetuated by groups 
like QAnon and company. 
Moore used an old bias in his 
audience to draw them in so 
they would hear an important 
truth about the world. 

  We all know that nothing is 
free, however we love seeing 
and hearing that word. Just a 
four letter word can bring so 
much joy, but also skepticism. 
Recently, President Joe Biden 
decided to bring the word free 
to another level.
  His plan is to eliminate 
$10,000 worth of federal loans 
for qualifying students. This 
sounds amazing and almost 
like a dream come true, 
however what’s the catch? 
  There are stipulations in 
order to be eligible for this 
forgiveness loan. According 
to a White House press release 
dated Aug. 24, to be eligible 
you have to have a federal 
loan in the first place, file a 
federal income tax return for 
the most recent tax year, and 
meet income requirements 
(adjusted gross income of 
$125,000 for single borrowers, 
or $250,000 for a household). 
Students who have received 
Pell Grants could see up to 

$20,000 in forgiveness. 
  But with this plan, there is 
a catch, at least for specific 
states. Some states are making 
their residents pay taxes on 
the canceled debt, depending 
on legislation. Luckily, Illinois 
is not amongst those states, 
however, this does raise 
questions about how much the 
tax amount will be.
  I’m concerned how this 
will impact the stability of 
our economy. Unfortunately, 
according to Investopedia, the 
loans take years to qualify for, 
they will most likely increase 
taxable income and it’ll open 
up income-driven repayment 
plans. The country is already 
over $30 trillion in debt, and 
this will only add to that. It’s 
ridiculous how universities 
raise tuition year after year 
and expect students to simply 
come up with the money to 
pay for it. It’s a great game 
they play because we are 
already this far in debt, so why 
not go more into debt.
  As of March 2022, 45 million 
people owe over $1.6 trillion 

in federal student loan debt. 
With this many students 
having to take out loans in the 
first place, shouldn’t this be a 
sign that tuition is a little too 
expensive. 
  Getting a college diploma is 
almost a necessity in today’s 
job market, but affording 
postsecondary education 
continues to be a hurdle. 
College education shouldn’t 
have to be this expensive, 
especially when you consider 
how the value has decreased 
because everyone has a 
bachelor’s degree nowadays. 
This loan forgiveness will 
only be a short term resolution 
to the long term inflation of 
tuition costs.
  Biden also announced a 
final extension of the pause 
on student loan repayment, 
interest and collections 
through December 31, 2022. 
There are some details to 
still be worked out for the 
Student Debt Relief Plan but 
applications for the Student 
Debt Relief Plan should open 
in early October.
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I t ’s  ( fantasy)  footbal l  season

Being one of America’s fa-
vorite pastimes, it’s hard not 
to hear about the NFL, even if 
you’re not an avid football fan. 
I wouldn’t blame you if you 
stopped paying attention to 
the league, especially after the 
record that the Chicago Bears 
have had in recent years. How-
ever, something that might be 
bigger than the NFL itself is the 
Fantasy League, which drew 
over 40 million players in the 
U.S. last season.  

Fantasy football allows play-
ers to virtually manage a profes-
sional football team. The play-
ers that a person can draft are 
determined by which real-life 
players are on the NFL teams 
each season. Those involved in 
the fantasy league can set up 
their groups to challenge their 
teams against their friends/
family, and watch in real-time 
on national television how their 
drafted players do each week 
on NFL game days.

The 2022 NFL season be-
gan this month on Sept. 8 and 
was hosted by the Los Angeles 
Rams, the winners of the pre-
vious Super Bowl, at SoFi Sta-
dium. For the regular season, 
the game schedule was released 

by the NFL back in May, and 
it can be found on their website, 
along with other answers to fre-
quently asked questions. There 
will be 17 games for each team 
this season. The Superbowl will 
be hosted on Feb. 12, 2023, in 
Glendale, AZ, at State Farm Sta-
dium, which is the home of the 
Cardinals.

According to ESPN and 
their analysis during the NFL 
preseason games, some quar-
terbacks to watch this season 
are Kirk Cousins (Minnesota 
Vikings), Trevor Lawrence 
(Jacksonville Jaguars) and 
Derek Carr (Las Vegas Raid-
ers). These analysts have pre-
dicted these quarterbacks to 
have an above-average season 
and should not be looked over. 

ESPN analysts also looked 
at several other positions as 
well during the preseason 
games. They take into account 
the strength of other play-
ers on the team, the strength 
of teams within each confer-
ence and past seasons/stats of 
these players. Some running 
backs to keep an eye on this 
season are Elijah Mitchell (San 
Francisco 49ers/currently in-
jured), AJ Dillon (Green Bay 
Packers) and Dameon Pierce 
(Houston Texans).

(Houston Texans). 
Drake London (Atlanta Fal-

cons), Jerry Jeudy (Denver 
Broncos) and Chris Olave (New 
Orleans Saints) are the wide re-
ceivers that ESPN said people 
should look out for this season. 
They also named a few “break-
out players,” or players (rook-
ies included) who will make a 
huge impact and put out career-
best stats for the 2022 season. 
These include Trey Lance (QB, 
San Francisco 49ers), Darnell 
Mooney (WR, Chicago Bears) 
and Joshua Palmer (WR, Los 
Angeles Chargers). 

Whether you are heavily in-
vested in managing your fan-
tasy football or only pay atten-
tion to the Super Bowl outcome, 
the NFL plays a huge role in 
American culture. It’s a fun pas-
time that brings many people 
together and can make for some 
interesting rivalries too. To be 
able to see the work that these 
athletes put in is astounding, 
especially on the national stage. 
Fantasy football is great for the 
fans because it makes them feel 
like they are a part of the team, 
and sparks some healthy com-
petition. Who knows, if you 
choose wisely, you may even 
win some money.

“Mo” money, “Mo” problems

AMINEH AYYAD
TEMPO EDITOR

Welcome back to campus, Flyers! It’s been a long summer of placing bets and playing the field, but now that 
the Bookie is back, I have a great deal of cards – or books – sure to leave you wanting more. In honor of the new 
semester, I decided to direct your attention to “Be More Chill”:  a sci-fi comedy drama that was actually turned into 
an award winning musical.

The book is centered around Jeremy; a high school student who is not only out-of-the-loop on popularity, but is 
also unaware of the “goods” that got the popular crowd known in the first place. Through a conversation with one 
of the top jocks, Jeremy learns about a new pill called a “SQUIP,” which is not a pill, but actually a tiny micro-chip 
engineered to guide one’s self-conscious so they can act “cooler.” Imagine if you had Siri or Alexa in your head, 
telling you what clothes to wear or what phrases are no longer being used. Gretchen Weiners could have definitely 
used a SQUIP when she was trying to make “fetch” happen. 

While being closely monitored by his best friend, Michael, Jeremy quickly rises through the ranks at his high 
school. However, there’s a reason the SQUIP isn’t advertised so openly, as Jeremy soon starts struggling with the 
change in power dynamic happening in his own head. The book provides a great example of how technology can 
easily take control of your life, both metaphorically, and in Jeremy’s case, physically. While we are all in college, 
there is still a lot of comedy and drama we can take away from this gang of high schoolers. After all, it was inspiring 
enough to be adapted into an entire musical.

The author provides a perfect blend of video-game mindset and young adult drama, with no fear of cussing or 
directly stating the thoughts of a young-adult boy. Be warned, some of the conversations will make you question 
your own maturity, but the plot and ending are worth the read; especially because the ending of the musical was 
completely re-written from the ending of the book. I’ll let you decide which version you liked better, but I’m   
 betting that this book will be worth your time. I am rating “Be More Chill” a solid 8/10 poker chips, and  
 would recommend other books like “Dear Evan Hansen: The Novel,” “Goodbye Days” and “They Both  
  Die at the End” as similar reads. Thanks for checking in with the Bookie, and I look forward to  
  dealing more recommendations soon!

  On Aug. 24, 2022, Netflix 
released the first season of a 
new comedy-drama show 
called “Mo,” co-written and 
produced by comedian Mo 
Amer. The saying goes: “from 
the river to the sea, Palestine 
will be free!”, but “Mo” captures 
the flaws of this statement 
and of the American dream, 
as he and his family struggle 
with being undocumented 
Palestinian immigrants in Texas. 
  Suffering from the loss of his 
father, Mo bounces around a 
variety of odd jobs, ranging 
from convenience store cashier 
to selling knock-off Yeezys and 
watches, and even to DJing at a 
strip-club at one point. With only 
his mother and brother to tie him 
to his Palestinian heritage and 
Muslim morals, we get to explore 
Mo’s second identity within 
the Latino-Texan community. 
Through his relationship with his 
long term Catholic girlfriend, we 
get a glimpse of the cultural and 
religious issues that many young 
couples are facing in today’s 
society. The traditional aunties 
are seen making funny and 
unsolicited comments on Mo’s life, 
while his younger Texan friends 
attempt to involve him in their 

shenanigans without drawing 
too much – legal – attention, as his 
entire family is undocumented. 
  To add to Mo’s list of problems, 
such as religious guilt, cultural 
identity crises, and shaky 
finances, the show’s subplot 
focuses around the Amer family 
seeking asylum in America 
after having had to flee from 
overseas during times of war. 
  “Mo’’ is a beautiful comedy-
drama, packed with wholesome 
family moments and extreme 
situations that you can’t 
help but laugh about. While 
demonstrating the liberal and 
social struggles that Palestinian-
Americans and Millenial 
Muslims are facing today, we get 
to see a little bit of ourselves in Mo 
through his comic-relief moments 
like pretending he doesn’t speak 
English to get out of tickets or 
pausing in the middle of a fight to 
eat comfort-food from his mom.
  While the eight episodes 
currently available have been 
received highly, a second 
season is still pending approval. 
Hopefully there will be, as I am 
dying to watch mo’ of “Mo”. I 
highly recommend the show to 
all who appreciate humor from 
the perspective of a minority 
and are willing to open-up 
emotionally to see deeper 
struggles that Mo represents. 



Baby Keem – also known as Hykeem Carter – 
is a potent and influential up-and-coming rap-
per that is ready to make a name for himself. 
The California native got his big break from 
having connections in the industry: his cous-
in is Kendrick Lamar… I bet you know who 
that is. But since then, Baby Keem has been 
creating his own path and sound unlike any 
other rapper that’s out today. His debut album 
“The Melodic Blue” features hard hitting, bass 
booming and exciting tracks. The album’s most 
popular song, “Family Ties” is a lyrical mas-
terpiece that will have immense replay value. 
Keem is new to the scene but he is no ametuer. 
It’s difficult to say that this man isn’t good.

Dora Jar is single handedly bringing back 90’s 
indie. I don’t know where it went, but when 
Dora Jar’s “Bump” plays, you’ll forget it ever 
even left. Her songs are serene and sound like 
a lullaby. But don’t be fooled like I was, be-
cause her lyrics are the things you need to pay 
attention to, and are arguably the real star of 
the show. It’s quite amazing how she manag-
es to mix the sweet pop sound with dark and 
heavy lyrics. Don’t believe me? Just give her 
a listen, specifically her song, “Bumblebee.”    

454 – also known as Willie Wilson – is one of 
the most enigmatic rappers of today. I don’t 
know what I was expecting when I first listened 
to “Fast Trax 4,” but it did catch me by surprise. 
His music is as different as they come, and re-
minds me of if skater-rap was a music genre. 
It’s creative and new, something that is lacking 
in many of the songs played today. 454 used his 
upbringing in Florida to inspire his music and 
has now mixed it with the modern New York 
style. With how ambitious 454’s music sounds, 
I won’t be surprised if he releases more songs. 
I’m looking forward to hearing more from him.

By: Lauren Harris
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Cyber Defense Club explores 
world of cybersecurity

A Look beyond the universe with A Look beyond the universe with 
the new Astronomy Clubthe new Astronomy Club

On Sept. 8, the Astronomy 
Club had its first event of the se-
mester, which included looking 
at Jupiter, Saturn and the Moon 
through two high-powered 
telescopes between the Aca-
demic Building and Borromeo.

Their first official meet-
ing was on Sept. 8 and mem-
bers of the club planned their 
first outing, which consist-
ed of looking at the objects 
in the sky with telescopes.

“So we basically went in 
between AS and Borromeo 
and just looked at Jupiter, Sat-
urn and the Moon,” said ju-
nior physics major and club 
president Andres Alvarez. 

The club started in Spring 
2022 and it took about two 
months for the club to take 
off. This meant they didn’t 
hold a meeting until the sec-
ond to last week of school.

“All we want to do is just 
give people who joined just 
a better understanding of the 
cosmos, like planets, space, 
stuff like that,” said Alvarez. 

The club plans on having 
more activities, but their main 
goal is to do more outings 
that take place off campus be-

cause they want an environ-
ment that doesn’t make them 
feel like they’re at school. 

Even in the winter, they’re 
still planning on doing out-
ings because it’s easier to 
view stars during that time. 

The club uses two 
high-powered telescopes 
to view the night sky. 

“For most or all of the outings 
that we go to I will be taking 
these telescopes,” said Alvarez. 
“I’m also going to show people 
how to take long exposures of 
deep sky astrophotography, 
so we’re going to be taking 
pictures of nebulas, planetary 
photos, what shooting stars 
are and hopefully being able 
to identify different types.”

Before Alvarez was president 
of the club, there was a four to 
five-year period where the club 
struggled to find members. 

 Alvarez even tried to 
keep the club going over the 
summer by sending mem-
bers information about im-
portant astronomy events. 

Even though the club 
doesn’t have a specific time 
to meet, they try to have 
meetings on Thursdays and 
Fridays every other week. 

 “We try to ask everyone 
what days work best for ev-
eryone because we want to 

have as many people come 
as possible,” said Alvarez. 

The primary purpose of 
the club is that they want 
people to learn more about 
objects in space, like stars, 
constellations, black holes 
and planets to name a few.

 Overall, Alvarez would 
like to provide a better under-
standing of the cosmos that 
are a part of our universe.

“[At] our first meeting, we 
had 45 people and it was more 
like one giant glob of people 
and everyone kind of talking, 

KATELYN LEANO
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

so it’s really nice,” said Alva-
rez. “There were a lot of new 
faces I had never seen be-
fore and everyone was very 
friendly. The more people 
that come, the better for us.”

One last thing to note 
about the Astronomy Club 
is that they will be working 
with the Chemistry Club and 
Physics Club where they’ll 
be doing joint meetings, 
demos and community out-
reach with other students.

“I can’t say much, but we do 
maybe have a possible partner-

ship with a surprise partner that 
I’m pretty sure students would 
be interested in,” said Alvarez. 
“The more students that show 
us that they’re interested in 
this club, the higher the prob-
ability of getting that partner-
ship with this specific group.”

KATELYN LEANO
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

On Sept. 15, the Cyber De-
fense Club held its weekly 
meeting in AS-101S. Holding 
the meeting in this location al-
lows members of the club to 
be hands-on, using the com-
puter to build their skill levels.
“It’s basically just a space for 
people to explore the world of 
cybersecurity, whatever they 
specifically are interested in 
and just get really hands-on 
with it,” said senior computer 
science and math major Ryan 
Syed, who is also the club pres-
ident. “I think class time has its 
own place, but sometimes you 
want to get your hands dirty 
with it, you want to start hack-
ing things, making projects and 
learning from other people.”
The club meets every Thursday 
at 3:30 p.m. in room AS-101S, 
and at every meeting, they do 
various cybersecurity related 
activities. They also participate 
in many competitions like Red 
vs. Blue and Cyber 912. The club 
has had past success compet-
ing, placing tenth in a compe-
tition called Cyberforce in 2018.
“We have Red vs. Blue events, 
which is where the organiz-

ers give us a network that we 
have to secure against hack-
ers, the red team, and us as 
the blue team,” said Syed. 
  “Another type of competi-
tion we do is called Capture 
the Flag, where people in 
the community kind of write 
their own security challeng-
es, whether it’s like reverse 
engineering or web hacking.”
The club has been active since 
2015, but due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and many members 
graduating, there were less than 
10 active members in the club 
in 2020. In 2021, the number of 
active members went up to 15. 
This year, there are currently 20-
30 active members in the club.
“I came here in 2020, so 
this is my first year hav-
ing basically full control 
over the club,” said Syed. 
  “I don’t really know what 
happened from 2015 to 2020, 
but it was kind of rough be-
cause I think in that time pe-
riod, there were a lot of peo-
ple who were very skilled 
who ended up graduating at 
that time, and then a lot of 
new people like me coming 
in and then it was all online.”
The Cyber Security Club’s 
main goal is to be able to 
give people a private place 

to apply what they learned in 
their computer science class-
es to real world scenarios.
“It’s really just to give people 
a space to be able to do secu-
rity things hands-on because 
I think in a lot of the class-
es, they have to teach a lot of 
things from the ground up,” 
said Syed. “I want to discuss 
what’s happening in security 
right now, and I want to in-
teract with other people who 
are also interested in security.”

ANDRES ALVAREZ

At a past event for the Astronomy Club, Alvarez took this photo of Saturn with a telescope.

The Cyber Defense Club en-
hances the campus’ com-
puter science program, giv-
ing majors and non-majors 
an opportunity to further 
their skills and experiences. 
“It’s very focused towards 
computer science and cyber-
security people,” said Syed. 
“We might talk about things 
really technically, but it’s very 
helpful, I think to at least be 
able to have an idea of when 
the news tells me that some-

one has hacked into Patreon.”
The club’s next big competi-
tion is Cyber Force which is 
on Nov. 4 at the Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory in Lemont. 
  The event challenges members 
to hold down a network for 
eight hours and prevent hack-
ers from getting into the system. 

KATELYN LEANO/CAMPUS LIFE 
The Cyber Defense Club had its weekly meeting on Thursday Sept. 15.
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Men’s tennis finds success 
with new team

  Game, set, match! With six 
new players and only three 
days of practice, the men’s 
tennis team traveled to their 
first invite of the season at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater.  Despite being 
a new team, they started off 
their season on a high note as 
they returned with multiple 
individual champions and 
even more placed finishers.
The only returning players, 
junior exercise science 
major Oliwer Wierzbicki 
and graduate student Pedja 
Trifunovic are joined this 
year by two new freshmen 
and four transfer students. 
  Wierzbicki is captain for the 
2022-2023 year and wants 
to develop a strong team 
bond early in the season.  He 
transferred from Tennessee 
State after his freshman year 
and was quickly welcomed 
into the team.  Wierzbicki 
feels thankful for the strong 
team bond that made 
his transition smoother. 
W i e r z b i c k i ’ s t r a n s f e r 
experience has helped him 

connect with the new players 
and develop a sense of team 
culture early in the season. 
“So far, I’ve tried to keep the 
atmosphere the same from last 
year when I was introduced 
to the team.  I encourage 
the team to eat together and 
develop a family bond,” said 
Wierzbicki.  “We want to keep 
the same spirit as the team 
that introduced me to Lewis.” 

This team atmosphere helped 
them at the Whitewater 
invite by elevating their 
performance to secure some 
individual champions.
 “The guys were super 
supportive… Normally new 
people are quiet, but we 
encouraged them to be as 
loud as they could... even 
though we played individual 
matches,” said Wierzbicki.

In the singles play, graduate 
transfers Boris Redkow 
and Omer Gorgun placed 
first and third in the #1 
singles draw, respectively. 
  Other highlights include a 
third and fourth place finish 
in the #2 singles draw for 
freshman Tatenda Mutetwa 
and sophomore transfer Zac 
Matuszak.  Pedja Trifunovic 
placed second in the #3 singles 

draw and freshman Grant 
Miller won two matches 
before dropping a close 
match in the final to place 
second in the #6 singles draw. 
The success did not stop 
there as Redkow and partner 
Mutetwa were the #1 doubles 
draw champions and partners 
Gorgun and Wierzbicki teamed 
up to win the #2 doubles draw. 
  Along with daily tennis 
training, the team spends time 
in the weight room and on the 
track for conditioning.   A strong 
work ethic combined with a 
positive team atmosphere is 
the goal the team is working 
towards that will help them 
continue finding success. 
  Looking forward, the team 
hopes to continue the spirit of 
the previous team and keep 
the success coming.   “If we 
continue the same values and 
effort level, the results will 
come,” stated Wierzbicki.     
Upcoming matches for the 
Flyers are the Eastern Illinois 
University (EIU) Tournament 
on Sept. 29 to Oct. 1 at EIU and 
a dual match against Judson 
on Oct. 19 at the Jack Oremos 
Tennis Complex on campus.

Tatenda Mutetwa lines up for a backhand during practice.

OLIVIA  BRZEK/ GRAPHIC DESIGNER



Men’s lacrosse player drafted Men’s lacrosse player drafted 
to play professionallyto play professionally
DANI NAVARRETE 
SPORTS WRITER

Men’s lacrosse has been a 
Flyers sport since the spring of 
2020 and it has not had a sin-
gle player go pro until Drew 
Kask decided to give it a try. 
On Sept. 10 Kask became the 
first-ever men’s lacrosse play-
er to be drafted in the National 
Lacrosse League (NLL) as he 
was picked by the Vancouver 
Warriors in their fifth round.

Originally from Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia, Kask 
was a three-year member of 
the men’s lacrosse team as 
well as a criminal justice ma-
jor.

 He played a total of 33 
games for the Flyers – the 
first two seasons as an attack, 
and moving to midfield in 
his junior year. Some of his 
accomplishments include 53 
goals, 30 assists, 30 ground 
balls and an appearance at the 
Great Lakes Valley Conference 
(GLVC) Tournament during 

his junior year, which was also 
the first time in team history 
men’s lacrosse had made it. 
However, playing lacrosse was 
not a decision Kask made for 
himself. 

It all started when he was 
only five years old. His family 
had been involved in the sport 
for a while so he was always in-
terested in it because of them. 
Needless to say,  he ended up 
loving the game and appreci-
ating the opportunities that it 
could bring him throughout 
his life.

 “My dad and uncle both 
played when they were young-
er and wanted me to play too,” 
said Kask. “Lacrosse has al-
ways been a big part of my life 
since then and it has helped me 
get [to] a lot of places I would 
not have been able to if I never 
had started playing, like Lew-
is.”

With time, Kask realized that 
putting sincere effort into the 
game could take him places 
beyond college and give him 

a chance to enter the profes-
sional world. 

“Being drafted has been a 
goal of mine for a long time,” 
said Kask. “I knew that play-
ing at Lewis and playing for 
coach Perruzzi, someone who 
has put guys into the NLL be-
fore, would get me to reach 
that goal.”

Since the beginning of his 
college career, Kask and Perru-
zzi had several conversations 
about his team and individual 

goals to be able to work to-
gether on what he needed to 
improve upon his game to get 
to the point of being drafted 
smoothly. Perruzzi was sup-
portive of Kask’s future plans, 
even if that meant his player 
was going to leave the team 
with two years of eligibility 
left.

“He told me where he was 
in his life, how comfortable 
he was and where he wanted 
to go,” said Perruzzi. “He was 

really hungry for more and 
I simply supported him on 
that; we got excited on the 
opportunity to play at the 
next level and I did my best 
to help him out.”

Kask is currently taking 
a semester off so he can fo-
cus solely on the game, yet 
he looks forward to finish-
ing his degree next year at 
a school back home and 
getting ready to make his 
professional debut once the 
season starts in the winter. 

Perruzzi is proud of his 
player and believes Kask is 
only the first of many that 
could take the big step and 
move on to play profession-
ally. 

“I certainly think we have 
multiple players on our 
team who are on the level 
to be drafted by the end of 
the season,” said Perruzzi. 
“This is only the begin-
ning.” 

ALEXIS PRAGIDEES / GRAPHIC DESIGNER

On Aug. 24, many freshmen 
moved into the first-year 
students’ dorms, includ-
ing athletes. Some of them 
came from Romeoville, 
others from nearby states 
but today we will take a 
closer look at the interna-
tional members of the uni-
versity sports community. 
  Where are they from 
and what prompted 
them to join the Fly-
ers athletic population? 
  Let’s get to know their 
stories. This year the 
women’s swim team 
welcomed six freshmen 
from abroad including 
Wiktoria Cioch-Gradzik. 
  She came to Rome-
oville from Katowice, 

Poland, and started her ad-
venture with swimming at 
the age of eight. So far, her 
greatest achievement is a 
medal in the 400m IM at 
the Polish championship. 
  Apart from swimming, 
Wiktoria is interested in com-
puter graphics. In the future, 
she wants to design video 
games, so she chose com-
puter science as her major. 
  Wiktoria desired to con-
tinue her academic and ath-
letic career in a friendly en-
vironment and this is why 
she chose this university. 
  “I was charmed by the 
university program and 
the kindness of the people 
working on campus... Al-
ready after the first talks 
with coach Evan Sholudko, 
I knew that this place would 
be conducive to my develop-

ment,” said Cioch-Gradzik. 
  Another talented swimmer 
is Luna Cueva Schafer. She 
joined the swimming team all 
the way from Playa del Car-
men, Mexico, and is part of 
their Mexican National team.
  The men’s team was en-
riched by Can Burmaoglu and 
Aaron Murray, among oth-
ers. Burmaoglu, an advertis-
ing major, specializes in the 
50 and 100-yard freestyle and 
100-yard butterfly and joined 
the Flyers from Izmir, Turkey.
  On the other hand, Murray 
was born in Glasgow, Scot-
land, and swims mostly the 
100 and 200-yard backstroke.
  Both men, while being here, 
appreciate the possibility of 
creating friendships and a 
pleasant campus atmosphere.
   When asked about what he 
likes most about being a Flyer, 

Murray said he has “enjoyed 
making new friends at Lewis 
as well as living in a new en-
vironment… Campus really 
feels like a second home now.” 
Murray, aviation flight major, 
enjoyed the last 11 years of 
swimming and is looking for-
ward to the next four years as 
a Flyer. However, it seems that 
Kirill Sidorko had the longest 
way to travel to join the Flyers.
   Sidorko’s hometown Almaty 
is one of the biggest cities in Ka-
zakhstan, a country located in 
central Asia and was brought 
to the university by a desire 
to pursue college swimming.
“I was looking for a school 
that would give me good 
academics as well as im-
prove my swimming ability,” 
said finance major Sidorko.
   Sidorko, like Schafer, be-
longs to the national swim-

ming team of his country 
and he emphasized the im-
portance of people in the 
Flyer’s community. “I really 
like the people, the commu-
nity itself…It was really easy 
to find new friends, to find 
people who support you…
The whole team is super 
wholesome,” said Sidorko. 
  At the moment, the swim-
ming team with the new 
freshmen includes as many 
as 14 nationalities, which 
makes them the most diverse 
group of athletes on campus. 
The campus community can 
support these athletes on Oct. 
1. The swimmers will face 
Quincy University at home.

Magdalena Włodarkiewicz
SPORTS WRITER
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