
Johnson and Johnson vaccine recalled, 
leaving Pfizer and Moderna

On April 13, the CDC and 
FDA announced the pause of 
administering the Johnson & 
Johnson (Janssen) vaccine due 
to cases of a rare blood clot 
forming after receiving the 
shot. According to a press re-
lease from the FDA, only six 
cases have been reported and 
they were all women between 
the ages of 18 and 48, with 
symptoms beginning about six 
to 13 days after receiving the 
J&J vaccine. 

Senior English and second-
ary education major Anna 
Laudizio received the J&J vac-
cine at Lewis the day before it 
was recalled.

“I was a bit worried when I 
read about it being recalled, 
said Laudizio. “I was experi-
encing severe symptoms and 
immediately called my doctor 
for assurance.”

About two hours after re-
ceiving the vaccine, Laudizio 
experienced nausea, a throb-

bing headache, body aches and 
a mild fever. These symptoms 
lasted about a week before she 
felt normal again. 

It is normal for people to 
experience these symptoms; 
however, if they continue after 
three weeks of receiving the J&J 
vaccine, people are encouraged 
to contact their healthcare pro-
vider. 

As an athlete and someone 
who wants to travel over the 
summer, Laudizio believes it 
was timely and pertinent to re-
ceive the vaccine sooner rather 
than later. 

“I do not regret receiving the 
vaccine because I know it will 
make me safe,” said Laudizio. 
“I already had COVID and I 
don’t want to get it again. I also 
plan on traveling to Germany 
over the summer and I want to 
take all the safety precautions 
before putting myself or others 
in danger.”

Although the J&J vaccine 
has been paused, Pfizer and 
Moderna are both still widely 
available. The thing that distin-
guishes these vaccines from J&J 
is that they are each mRNA vac-
cines which require two doses, 
while J&J is a single-shot vac-
cine. However, they have each 

displayed a higher efficacy rate 
in clinical trials, and so far have 
not raised concerns by the CDC 
in terms of side effects. 

Sophomore biology major 
Victoria Petersen received the 
Pfizer vaccine. 

“The place that I went to was 
only offering the Pfizer vac-
cine, however, if I did choose, 
I would have gone with Pfizer 
anyway because I feel like that 
one is very widely used and has 
been around the longest,” said 
Petersen. “I would have taken 
any of the big three offered to 
me though.”

Petersen experienced incred-
ibly minor side-effects after re-
ceiving her first dose.

“My experience was great,” 
said Petersen. “I was in and 
out of the facility very quickly, 
and my only real symptom was 
my arm being sore the next two 
days.” 

She has yet to receive her 
second dose. In line with oth-
er research conducted on the 
vaccine, she will likely have a 
greater immune response when 
she does.

Sophomore political science 
and paralegal studies double 
major Ryleigh Christensen re-
ceived the Moderna vaccine.  

“I did not get the option of 
choosing which vaccine to get, 
I just got whatever was avail-
able at my local hospital,” said 
Christensen. “I am a hospital 
volunteer so I was able to get 
my vaccine in the early stages 
of it coming out.” 

As someone who was part 
of Phase 1A, Christensen has 
already had both doses of the 
Moderna vaccine.

“When it came to getting my 
vaccine, I would compare it to 
a flu shot,” said Christensen. 
“You had to fill out your medi-

cal history and if you had pre-
vious reactions to vaccines. 
Afterwards, the only side effect 
was my arm hurt for around 24 
hours. That was after both the 
first and second shot.” 

Although the secondary ef-
fects of receiving the vaccine 
is different for everyone, most 
argue that it ranges from minor 
symptoms such as arm sore-
ness or redness around the in-
jection site to flu-like symptoms 
such as chills or a fever. 
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James Kvaal, President Joe 
Biden’s nominee for undersec-
retary of education, appeared 
before the Senate’s Health, Ed-
ucation, Labor and Pensions 
committee in his hearing on 
April 15. Kvaal, who served as 

deputy undersecretary of edu-
cation during President Barack 
Obama’s administration, was 
mostly questioned on issues 
surrounding student loan debt 
and public college tuition and 
equity.

If confirmed, Kvaal would 
assume the third most impor-
tant position within the De-

partment of Education and 
would mainly tackle topics 
relating to federal student aid 
and postsecondary education. 

“I believe a new partnership 
between the federal govern-
ment and the states is needed 
to make sure that public colleg-
es and universities are afford-
able for all students,” Kvaal 

said during the hearing. “It’s 
really going to be important 
to think about how resources 
are allocated among states in 
a way that does not penalize 
states like North Carolina that 
successfully kept tuition low.”

The University of North Car-
olina has frozen their in-state 
tuition for the fifth year in a 

Undersecretary of education nominee James Kvaal likely to be confirmed
row in what they say is an at-
tempt to see students succeed 
and remain affordable.

During the hearing, Sen. 
Richard Burr R-N.C. said Kvaal 
would likely be confirmed, an 
action he would probably sup-
port. Meanwhile, Sen. Patty 
Murray D-Wash. urged for a 
speedy confirmation.

Colleges advance accessible education for deaf students
Universities across the nation 

have been attempting to update 
program curriculum and other on-
campus amenities in order to make 
higher education more accessible 
for deaf and hard of hearing indi-
viduals. While, for some schools, 
this looks like hiring more than one 
interpreter, deaf individuals in the 
technical disciplines have worked 
to develop signs to explain com-
plex concepts in American Sign 
Language (ASL).

In higher education, large gaps 
between the communities belong-
ing to the hearing and the deaf ex-
ist. According to a 2019 study from 

the National Deaf Center on Post-
secondary Outcomes, only 18.8% 
of deaf adults in the U.S. have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher, as 
compared to 34% of hearing adults.

Some colleges, including the 
University of Florida, are hiring 
more interpreters to sign to deaf 
and hard-of-hearing students dur-
ing class. Usually, colleges con-
tract with interpreters, though the 
number of interpreters may not 
be enough to accommodate these 
students. While some universities 
only have one full-time interpreter, 
the University of Florida has the 
goal of hiring four-full time inter-

preters.
However, not all deaf or hard of 

hearing students want or necessar-
ily need interpreters during class. 
Depending on the type of class, as 
well as the format of the course, stu-
dents may prefer live captioning, 
closed captioning or lip reading. 
However, in classes that require 
complex vocabulary, particularly 
in the STEM fields, they require 
interpreters who know complex 
signs, which are not always avail-
able to commute to campus.

Developing signs in the disci-
plines takes more than choosing a 
sign to signify a technical concept. 

Signs need to have some linguistic 
underpinning in ASL and share 
some kind of roots and be able to 
evolve. 

In an effort to make signs within 
the disciplines, ALSCORE, a deaf-
centric project out of the Rochester 
Institute of Technology, has devel-
oped technical signs in 10 disci-
plines, including biology, comput-
er science and philosophy. 

Other schools, such as Gallaudet 
University, an institution for deaf 
or hard of hearing students, and 
the University of Washington have 
developed an ASL STEM forum, in 
which students and faculty can de-

velop new vocabulary so that both 
instructors and students can com-
municate within the disciplines. 
Currently, there are about 3,000 
signs on the site.

“Deaf people for whom sign-
ing is their natural mode of com-
munication, if we want them to 
get into science, then there has to 
be the language,” said University 
of Washington professor Richard 
Ladner in an interview with Inside 
Higher Ed. “Being part of science is 
not just reading books and writing 
papers, it’s communicating.”

EMILY KRIVOGRAD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MADELCA PERALES / PHOTOGRAPHER
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In what seems like a 
flash, the 2020 to 2021 aca-
demic year’s end is just in 
sight. It seems that once 
we all got through the 
slow and painful lull of 
the fall semester, the con-
tinued monotony of online 
classes and already know-
ing what to expect in the 
spring made things go by 
faster than I’ve ever expe-
rienced in previous years.

Of course, I’m looking 
forward to finally being a 
senior and being one step 
closer to getting my degree 
and getting out of college 
when this fall semester 
rolls around. However, I 
can’t just look ahead with-
out stopping to reflect on 
what I’ve been calling the 
period from last August to 
now-a year like no other.

As old as that descrip-
tion has gotten, this year 
in school was truly like 
none that I have ever been 
through. Not only did 
all of us students have to 
be prepared (or, at least, 
muddle through) semes-
ters of almost entirely on-
line learning, but also had 
to be smart in choosing 
how we practiced safety 
and COVID-conscious-
ness in our personal lives. 
As a result, the uncertain-
ty in both areas made this 
year one of the most dif-
ficult for a lot of students. 

In the fall, all I could 
think about was how I 
wish we could have been 
in-person instead. Typical 
classroom acts I had never 
once stopped to consider 
before, such as staying 
behind to ask a teacher a 
quick question or catch-
ing your friend’s eye 
across the room during a 
lecture, suddenly became 
luxuries. Of course, the 
in-person hybrid classes 
allowed for some of these 
activities to take place, but 
it felt different than before 
COVID.

The end of the fall se-
mester only got harder 
as we transitioned fully 
online. As a resident on 
campus, having to adjust 
my own schedule to work 
around my family just 
added to the stress and 
only reassured me that 
staying at school and do-
ing school work makes the 
most sense; but what was I 
supposed to do during the 
online period, stay in my 
dorm room on a nearly 
empty campus?

in hospitals and schools, 
receiving their vaccina-
tions, but on-campus clin-
ics opened for all students. 

I was even able to help 
out at a vaccination clinic 
for individuals with dis-
abilities in the Will County 
area through one of the 
clubs I joined my freshman 
year, which feels like a life-
time ago. Because I was a 
volunteer, I was able to get 
my first dose of the vaccine 
back in March. And who 
would have thought that a 
club I joined purely because 
my friends were in it would 
offer such relief during a 
global pandemic?

Now, just as Pfizer offi-
cials have released a state-
ment saying that recipients 
will most likely need a 
booster vaccine within 12 
months of becoming fully 
vaccinated, I believe it is of 
utmost importance to get 
your vaccination as soon as 
possible. 

As more colleges make 
what is, in my eyes, the 
wise decision to encourage 
COVID vaccinations for 
each and every student, the 
return to normal is finally, 
at last becoming visible.

Universities including 
Michigan’s Oakland Uni-
versity American Universi-
ty and Georgetown Univer-
sity are not only spreading 
resources on how to receive 
the vaccine, but they are re-
quiring students returning 
this fall to receive some vac-
cination. Considering the 
fact that a December Pew 
Research report showed 
that 54% of U.S. adults per-
sonally knew someone who 
was hospitalized or died 
from COVID-19, this re-
quirement was made out of 
what they feel is a necessity.

As the academic year 
comes to a close, if you 
haven’t considered getting 
the vaccine yet, remember 
that it will bring us one step 
closer to the end of a pan-
demic, tedious online class-
es and, perhaps the best of 
all, these masks. They really 
aren’t the most comfortable 
in the heat of the summer. 

With the 
spring semes-
ter, the promise 
of some return 
to normal be-
gan to emerge. 
Not only were 
nursing and 
education ma-
jors, students 
who have to be 

A reflection on an online year

EMILY KRIVOGRAD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

In a mere two weeks, the sec-
ond semester of hybrid learn-
ing and the third semester of 
Zoom learning overall will 
come to a close. At times, it has 
felt difficult to remember the 
college experience before CO-
VID-19, especially considering 
e-learning is all that freshmen 
have ever known. Thankfully, 
Lewis is proposing a return to 
a standard in-person format 
for the fall, and this could not 
come at a better time.

While there are admittedly 
some conveniences that come 
along with e-learning, such as 
the ability to complete class 
from your bed, as comfort-
able as it is, this lax approach 
to school had to end at some 
point. There are too many 
greater factors that get prior-
ity over those simple conve-
niences.

For one, virtually every de-
partment hosts events that 
can only be successful in per-
son. Events such as art gallery 
showcases, plays, concerts, 
even Arts and Ideas events are 

far more engaging and authen-
tic when done for a live audi-
ence. In person classes mean 
that all the fun events become 
all the more possible. And of 
course, greater attendance at 
sporting games should also be 
a motivating factor to really 
bring the college community 
together.

In fact, for me personally, 
that is what I’ve come to miss 
most about the old way of do-
ing things: the sense of com-
munity college brought to the 
table. Anyone was free to take 
as much social interaction as 
they wanted, with no real cap. 
That has been sucked away 
during this pandemic for all 
but the residents, who must 
still gather with cautious relief 
at seeing each other. 

Our campus needs its sense 
of community back, as any 
college does these days, and 
it needs it desperately. I yearn 
for the days of finding creative 
ways to kill time in between 
classes, whether it be through 
throwing a frisbee or playing 
sand volleyball, or by getting 
caught up talking to someone 
you had previously never met, 

Student success is contingent on 

a return to in-person learning

DEREK SWANSON
MANAGING EDITOR

only to realize you two share a 
professor.

I put off talking about the 
actual in class experience for a 
bit because the benefits speak 
for themselves. No more 
broken internet connection 
halting your exam, no more 
breakout groups, rather, you 
get to have real interaction 
with your classmates and pro-
fessors and you actually get 
to LEARN. Pretty simple, and 
while it’s not always the easi-
est approach that way, it is the 
most valuable.

Now, I’m a senior at this 
point, which means I’ll never 
see the other side of the col-
lege experience, unlike those 
graduating after me. I reached 
an inner peace with that fact 
long ago, mostly because of 
how much I enjoyed my first 
couple years of college. I hope 
dearly that a scheduled re-
turn to in-person classes for 
younger students brings back 
so much of what has been tak-
en by this pandemic, and that 
Lewis can once again become 
a place that inspires associa-
tion like it once has.

JOE WEBER
Students attend a gallery talk in the Fall 2019 semester.
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Today doesn’t even feel real. 
Today, I am saying goodbye 
to the staff I have known and 
loved my entire college career. 
Since my first semester of my 
freshman year, The Flyer has 
been a massive part of my life 
both at and outside of Lewis. 
It’s hard to remember a time 
before I was here.

It’s easy to reminisce on 
some of my greatest memories 
from The Flyer, where in-per-
son layout nights were an ab-
solute certainty, and COVID-19 
sounded like a Black Mirror 
episode. The best times were 
spent down here in this little 
classroom-turned-office, down 
in the basement of John Paul 
II. There was plenty of work 
to do, and we were here for 
long hours doing it, sometimes 
as late as 4 a.m. Even still, I 

wouldn’t trade those times for 
a thing.

Being that I joined the staff as 
a freshman, barely old enough 
to vote and unable to legally do 
much else, most of the friends 
I made were upperclassmen, 
who have long since graduated 
and started their careers. Many 
of them have become quite suc-
cessful from early on, and all of 
them cite The Flyer as the expe-
rience that really gave them a 
competitive edge in the work-
place. I can’t say I miss them, 
because we still keep in touch 
with no signs of slowing down. 
These friendships may end up 
lasting a lifetime.

As far as the staff that is here 
now, even today I am inspired. 
I am surrounded by a group of 
incredibly talented and driven 
writers, by graphic artists who 
can do wonders with Photo-
shop and can manage criminal-
ly short deadlines, by layout 
editors who put the whole pa-

per together in record time, ed-
itors, photographers, everyone 
here has my complete respect. 
This whole staff is incredibly 
capable of putting out the best 
news coverage that Lewis has 
to offer, and I am thankful to 
each and every person who has 
come through this office for 
building this incredible team.

I’ll miss the friendly compe-
tition that came between the 
sections, the awards season, 
where we’ve typically done 
pretty well, the pizza parties 
and other random celebrations, 
I’ll miss it all. 

I’ve really left no box un-
checked at my time on The 
Flyer. This organization has 
given me every chance pos-
sible to find my niche, whether 
it be trying my hand at making 
graphics, (albeit unsuccess-
fully) taking photos, or even 
creating a new position on the 
staff. While I may have been 
the first Managing Editor that 

The Flyer has had, at least in 
recorded history, I certainly 
won’t be the last; shout out to 
Stephanie for keeping it going.

If I could list a favorite mem-
ory with every person on staff 
I would, but there are simply 
not enough columns on the 
page. I know we all know how 
big of a factor word counts are 
in our reporting. But I must 
give a special shoutout to the 
new leadership team, Emily 
and Stephanie. You each have 
shown your capabilities week 
in and week out since joining 

the staff, and I’ve never had 
any doubts that the paper will 
end up in good hands, and nei-
ther should the rest of the team. 
It’s been a privilege to work 
alongside you both, along with 
every single person here.

To that end, keep up the 
good work we’ve been do-
ing as a staff. The future holds 
great things for each and every 
one of you.

And by the way, when 
awards season comes around, 
bring home some gold!

DEREK SWANSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Do we really need any more 
streaming services?

Last week, I caved into 
the hype surrounding the 
new streaming service Para-
mount+ and started a free tri-
al. Now, after missing the can-
cellation deadline, I am stuck 
paying for the service for the 
next month without much left 
to watch.

I’ll elaborate: it’s not that 
Paramount+ is bad, or even 
a waste of money, (for $9.99 
you can get the service com-
mercial free, and for $4.99 you 
can suffer through ads) but 
the service is just so… regu-
lar. There is very little in the 
way of original content on the 
platform, so for the time be-
ing, it essentially works as a 
collection of old shows from 
my childhood. Granted, it had 
been forever since I’d seen 
some of these childhood clas-

sics like “Ren and Stimpy” or 
“Reno 911!”

After a short binge session 
of old comedies, I ventured 
into some of the darker, or 
more unfinished corners of 
the app. While not wholly of-
fensive, the visual layout of 
the app leaves some to be de-
sired; the menus feel clunky 
and barren, and the live TV 
function was literally unus-
able in my experience.

The best argument in fa-
vor of the existence of Para-
mount+ in my opinion is the 
access to content that is not 
available elsewhere, such as 
“Spongebob Squarepants” 
and the rest of the Nicktoons 
suite. However, much like 
Disney Plus and its reliance 
on previously aired children’s 
programs, Paramount+ gets 
stale before you really even 
sink into the couch.

It got me thinking, how 

many streaming apps are 
enough? Is there such a thing 
as too many? It’s not like the 
average person is watching 
more than one show at the 
same time anyway. 

With TV networks opting 
to take much of their content 
off of the last generation of 
streaming giants, such as Net-
flix, consumers are stuck not 
knowing what program they 
previously had full access to 
is now essential. Inevitably, 
some other major network will 
launch their own app, charge 
a monthly subscription, (and 
maybe still include ads) and 
force consumers to jump from 
app to app to find the show of 
their choice. It sounds a little 
like… basic cable?

Maybe that’s underselling 
the whole experience, maybe 
some people like spending 
more time searching through 
menus than watching an en-

DEREK SWANSON
MANAGING EDITOR

DANI NAVARRETE
SPORTS EDITOR

After countless stories, edit-
ing sessions, and pizza, being 
a member of The Flyer came to 
be a part of my college career 
that I could have never imag-
ined. It is crazy to look back 
and think of me back in the fall 
2019, when I first joined the 

Flyer as a sports reporter, and 
me now. 

The Flyer world was so un-
known to me. At the begin-
ning I was pretty nervous and 
unsure about how everything 
worked. I remember emailing 
and texting Tori, the former 
sports editor, about five times 
a week leading up to a submis-
sion deadline with a bunch of 

questions each time. When she 
left, I took the lead as the new 
sports editor and even had an 
assistant during the spring se-
mester. Although I was still a 
little insecure and was definite-
ly challenged about now me be-
ing on top, in the end it helped 
me grow not only as a writer, 
but as a person. I became very 
confident and started enjoying 

my position way more. 
Thank you Haley for believ-

ing in me and allowing me to 
join this amazing team. Be-
ing part of The Flyer made 
me realize that my legacy at 
Lewis could go beyond just 
being a student-athlete. I am 
very grateful for the people 
I have met within these past 
four semesters, if I would have 

not joined, most probably I 
wouldn’t have met you. Thank 
you all for being so welcoming, 
supportive and understand-
ing. You are all very talented 
in what you do and I hope 
you continue doing it and see 
all your different masterpieces 
some day in the future. 

Thank you all.

tire docuseries. To each their 
own. But from my own expe-
rience, I can’t say the model 
that Paramount+ is follow-
ing is entirely positive for the 
streaming world.

Since I do have the sub-
scription for another month, 
(thanks Apple Pay) there is a 
chance that Paramount+ will 

redeem itself in my mind. 
With such a low paywall, even 
a single good exclusive film is 
enough to justify a month’s 
expenses. But I still can’t say 
for sure that the app is a nec-
essary addition for anyone 
but the diehard Nickelodeon 
or MTV fan.

PARAMOUNT
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Just three years ago, the 
American media was rocked 
with the largest college admis-
sions scandal in history, with 
many celebrities caught in its 
trap. In 2021, Netflix released 
a documentary on the subject, 
using actors for reenactment 
and taped phone calls for the 
script.

The documentary itself runs 
an hour and forty minutes, 
which is a reasonable length of 
time. Despite the media creat-
ing publicity with big names 
such as Lori Loughlin and Fe-
licity Huffman, the scandal be-
gan with Rick Singer, played 
by Matthew Modine, and the 
movie’s plot revolves around 
him.

Singer’s side business was 
to guarantee the acceptance 
of children of wealthy Ameri-
cans into selective and pres-
tigious colleges. He did this 
under the guise of a private 
counselor and through money, 
test scores and athletics.

Singer explained the front 
door was regular admission 

and the back door was mil-
lions of dollars in bribes. How-
ever, Singer served as the “side 
door,” which meant he could 
get guaranteed admission for 
a lower price. He did this by 
disguising the money as a do-
nation to a particular athletic 
department or the university.

After the donation, he 
would photoshop the pro-
spective student to make it 
look like they were a legiti-
mate athlete of the sport cho-

sen. Typically, Singer would 
choose lesser-known or more 
obscure sports, such as row-
ing, because they did not have 
as much funding or attention 
drawn to them.

Then there were the test 
scores, which was the most 
shocking out of the three. 
Singer instructed parents to 
tell their children to purposely 
score low and take a long time 
so that they would receive ac-
commodations. That way, they 

could be alone in the testing 
room with proctor Mark Rid-
dell, played by Graham Outer-
bridge, who was paid by Sing-
er. The prospective students 
would write their answers on 
a separate sheet and once they 
left, Riddell would fill in the 
actual sheet with the correct 
answers to ensure the proper 
score was achieved.

The final piece of this docu-
mentary that sets it apart is 
the dialogue. The FBI released 

the wiretapped transcripts, 
which the movie uses word-
for-word. The world knew 
what happened in the scandal, 
but hearing what was actu-
ally said is gut-wrenching. It 
is disturbing to see how eas-
ily Singer could manipulate 
the wealthy parents, but it was 
equally sickening to see the 
lengths these parents would 
go simply because they had 
the money to do so.

Overall, the documentary 
was good, but it did not cover 
much new ground. Most of 
the information presented the 
audience already knew, but 
the movie chose to go more 
in-depth. It definitely caters to 
those who are interested in the 
scandal.

The documentary also made 
interesting commentary on the 
prestige of these colleges. This 
scandal actually made the col-
leges look better than they did 
before. Because parents were 
willing to bribe their way in, 
it goes to show just how selec-
tive these colleges are. It only 
further solidified the Ameri-
can idea that going to a presti-
gious college provides an up-
per hand or better education.

Netflix admissions scandal documentary 
brings ‘Operation Varsity Blues’ to life
KENDALL ZAVADOVICS
REPORTER

Netflix has really outdone 
themselves with their newest 
movie, ‘Bad Trip.’ The slap-
stick comedy follows two best 
friends, Chris, played by Eric 
Andre, and Bud, played by 
Lil Rey Howery, as they go 
on an adventure and take a 
crazy road trip to New York. 
Not only is the movie hilari-
ously cringy, but it’s hilari-
ously realistic as this movie 
employs hidden cameras and 
pulls pranks on the unknow-
ing public. 

The movie manages to mix 
cheesy romance with silly fun 
and is filled with many laugh 
out loud moments. One stand-
out scene occurs when Chris 
approaches an older man on 
the street where he asks him 
about love. Chris then breaks 
out in a musical number, the 
song and dance distracting 
him so much that he is then hit 
by a car. Somehow this is all 
captured on camera without 
anyone noticing at all.  

This movie is different from 
any other movie of the hid-
den camera genre because it 
actually incorporates a plot. 
Instead of many jumbled up 
scenes that have nothing to do 

with each other put together, 
this movie has direction. The 
storyline actually goes along 
perfectly with the pranks and 
makes for a more cohesive and 
satisfying watch.    

As the movie goes along, 
the jokes get increasingly awk-
ward and shocking. It seems 
as though these writers were 
trying to outdo themselves, 
but in reality, they accom-
plished the opposite. The com-

edy slowly loses its value and 
the lighthearted humor found 
in the first 20 minutes becomes 
a thing the writers drive hard 
to get back to. While the mov-
ie’s comedy in the first half 
was subtle, in the second half, 
it becomes crass. The writers 
tried to have something of 
enjoyment for everyone, but 
it just ended up feeling like I 
was watching a slightly differ-
ent movie.  

Did I mention Tiffany Had-
dish is in this? She plays a 
tough chick that just got out 
of jail and scares anyone that 
stands in her way. Unfortu-
nately, that’s about as much as 
they mention or use her char-
acter. Her character’s jokes 
rely solely on her ability to be 
aggressive, which only turned 
out to be disappointing and 
not funny at all. Haddish is 
a seasoned comedian and it 

would’ve been better to actu-
ally see her do bigger things 
with this role. Her face is used 
in the promotional poster, but 
we really only get to see her in 
a small portion of the film.

Her character had much 
more potential, but the lack 
of use for her talent takes the 
movie down even further. To 
any of her die-hard fans, this 
is a letdown, but one thing for 
sure is that Lil Rey Howery is 
always a redeeming character 
in any movie he’s in.  

Despite this being a goofy 
prank movie, audiences will 
at least still be able to enjoy 
some heart-tugging scenes. 
The relationship between the 
two friends was developed 
nicely, serves as a surprising 
bonus and pays off in the end. 
The main characters learn the 
value of friendship and to love 
and appreciate each other. 
This ends up being a delight-
ful story arc and distracts from 
the less than interesting parts.

In the end, the most shock-
ing aspect of this movie is 
that it was actually enjoyable 
in some capacity. Don’t get 
me wrong, ‘Bad Trip’ has its 
bad moments, but overall it’s 
a funny watch with a proper 
story to sit through. 

LAUREN HARRIS 
TEMPO EDITOR

‘Bad Trip’ brings big pranks, crazy 
comedy to the big screen

NETFLIX
Rick Singer, played by Matthew Modine, cooperates with authorities.

IMDB/ORION PICTURES
‘Bad Trip is filled with funny moments and chaotic pranks.
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Campus Life

Chair of the Theatre Depart-
ment and Director of Theatre, 
Kevin Trudeau. “Thinking of 
themselves like Romeo and Ju-
liet, the kids find out about it, 
and sort of separate and then 
come back together again by 
the end.”

The play proves that two 
young lovers can exist without 
obstacles and the excitement 

of danger. It was later adapted 
in 1960 by Tom Jones and Har-
vey Schmidt into the long-run-
ning and successful American 
musical “The Fantasticks.”

Sylvette, played by fresh-
men theatre major Kyra Sav-
age, and Percinet, played by 
sophomore music major Lu-
kas Roy, are the young lovers. 
The parents are Madam Berga-

min, played by senior theatre 
major Haley Marchewka, and 
Monsieur Pasquinot, who is 
played by junior theatre major 
Austin Jones. The last char-
acter is Strafrofel, the hired 
rogue, who is played by junior 
theatre major John Kladis.

Besides the cast, the most 
important people to help put 
on the play is the crew. De-

signer Andrew Nelsen de-
signed the romantic lush scen-
ery and focused on elegant 
lighting. Resident costumer 
Celeste Mackey created color-
ful vibrant period costumes to 
illustrate French fashion.

The biggest change for the 
theatre department is that 
they haven’t had an audience 
in the theater all year due to 
the COVID pandemic.

“Particularly, with a show 
like this that’s a comedy, that’s 
a huge change for the actors, 
because they’re used to hear-
ing the audience laugh and 
react to what they’re doing 
and we don’t get a chance to 
do that now,” said Trudeau. 
“Since we’re just stream-
ing the shadow puppeteers, 
we’ve been doing that all year 
streaming to Vimeo.”

For the play, they are also 
incorporating some shadow 
puppet elements because they 
can’t have people kiss or even 
be too close to each other.

Patrons who plan to see the 
show should expect it to be a 
very funny, short, light-heart-
ed romantic comedy.

“I think that it should be 
funny, short, and slow, which 
I think is a good length 
for something that’s being 
streamed, in terms of some-
thing that’s going to hold peo-
ple’s attention.”

On April 19, student mem-
bers of the Chamber Choir 
performed pieces that varied 
in choral harmony, spanning 
the ages from the Renaissance 
period to today. There were 
14 pieces in total. Each pair 
of songs performed shared 
a common style and musical 
elements. For example, they 
started with two short Latin 
pieces from “The Mass,” com-
posed in the Baroque period. 
This was followed by two 
pieces with a piano accompa-
niment, with Emily Dickinson 
poems as their texts.

The choir also performed 
four pieces by American com-
poser Randall Thompson, 
which were based on Robert 
Frost poems. Two of these 
were sung by the women and 
the other two were sung by 
the men.

“Along with the two Em-
ily Dickinson pieces, these fo-
cus on themes of nature and 
self-reflection,” said Direc-

tor of Chamber Choir Jeremy 
Landig. “This is followed by 
two a cappella pieces by Eu-
ropean composers, with po-
ems reflecting on death and 
loss, and then two rowdy folk 
songs from Newfoundland.”

They started rehearsing the 
music three months ago, but 
about half of the music was 
originally planned to be per-
formed at the Spring Choral 
Concert last year.

The concert was live 

streamed through Vimeo from 
the St. Charles Borromeo Con-
vocation Hall, and for stu-
dents wishing to receive Arts 
& Ideas credit for attending 
the concert, an A&I staff mem-
ber posted a link to a Google 

Doc form in the chat. 
“We always try to share mu-

sic and text that connects us 
to our audience on a personal 
level and brings our listeners 
to other times and places,” 
said Landig.“We’ve been for-
tunate to continue to sing to-
gether in person, albeit with 
the challenges of increased 
distancing and masks, and 
we feel fortunate to be able 
to share our music even if it’s 
only with a remote audience.”

Landig is very proud of the 
way that his students have re-
mained positive, even during 
all of the changes to how they 
sing this year. He, along with 
other faculty members, will 
miss their graduating seniors 
dearly.

“The choir is hoping to re-
turn to its usual operations 
in the fall of 2021, so I would 
encourage anyone who has 
been thinking about getting 
involved in choir to contact 
the Music Department...” said 
Landig. “With enough inter-
est, we are hoping to add a 
second student choir back into 
the schedule this fall.”

KATELYN LEANO/ CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR
Chamber Choir Director Jeremy Landig conducts a trio of his students from the Chamber Choir. 
(Pictured from left to right: Junior Forensic Criminal Investigation major Kylei Smith, Sophomore 
Music major Lukas Roy, and Junior English major Morgan Gluffre)

KATELYN LEANO
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

Spring Choral Concert showcases 
students’ musical abilities

 PHOTO COURTESY OF MATTHEW  VINEYARD
The five students starring in the play, are rehearsing with safety protocols in mind. (From left to 
right: senior Haley Marchewka, sophomore Lukas Roy, junior John Kladis, freshman Kyra Sav-
age, and junior Austin Jones)

KATELYN LEANO
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

Philip Lynch Theatre’s production of 
“The Romancers” had audience laughing

From April 16-18 and April 
22-25, the Philip Lynch The-
atre put on a production of 
a neo-Romantic play titled, 
“The Romancers” written in 
1894 by French dramatist and 
poet Edmond Rostand. 

Streaming link purchases 
were $13 for adults, $12 for 
students and seniors and $3 
for Lewis students with an ID. 
Running time for each show-
ing, which was live streamed 
through Vimeo, was approxi-
mately 80 minutes.

“The Romancers” is about 
two neighboring parents, Ber-
gamin and Pasquinot, whose 
estates are separated by a wall. 
These two widowed parents 
pretend to feud with each oth-
er to make their children, Per-
cinet and Sylvette, fall in love 
and marry. 

Since their plan is to have 
their own son and daughter 
marry each other, the parents 
hired a fake swashbuckler to 
stage a kidnapping of Pasqui-
not’s daughter Sylvette. The 
scheme is to have Bergamin’s 
son Percinet rescue Sylvete, 
causing her to fall in love with 
him.

“The two kids think of them-
selves as these great roman-
tic heroes and that they’ll fall 
in love with each other,” said 
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According to a NCAA study 
updated in April 2020, there 
are nearly eight million high 
school student-athletes in 
the United States from which 
more than 480,000 compete at 
the collegiate level. However, 
after college, only a select few 
move on to play professional-
ly. Former men’s soccer player 
Alexis Robles-Ibarra belongs 
to this select few. 

A native from Harvard, Il-
linois, Robles-Ibarra signed 
with St. Louis Ambush, a 
professional indoor soccer 
team located in St. Charles, 
Missouri. In October, he saw 
a social media post in which 
the team announced that it 
was hosting open tryouts and, 
since soccer season had been 
postponed to the spring due 
to COVID, he thought it was 
great timing. 

“One day I was just thinking 
about what I wanted to do af-
ter college, and I thought, why 

not give it a shot?” said the 
middle-fielder.  “Apart from 
me, I think there were only 
two other Lewis soccer players 
that went on to play profes-
sionally: Nestor Hernandez, 
who graduated in 2009 and 
Devon Amoo-Mensah, who 
graduated in 2019, so I felt as 
if, why can’t I do it as well?” 

After the October tryouts, 
Robles-Ibarra was invited to 
another tryout session during 
Christmastime until finally 
making it in and signing his 
first professional contract in 
January.

Robles-Ibarra shared that he 
found particular differences 
in the way he was recruited 
to play for college versus for 
a professional team. “For col-
lege, I was just playing with 
my club, and it was the coach 
who attended showcases to 
watch me play,” said Robles-
Ibara. “In one of them, he just 
established contact with me 
and made me an offer, whereas 
for St. Louis I had to go there 
and prove myself to coaches 

that I had the level they were 
looking for.”

Although he is playing 
professional soccer 4.5 hours 
away from Lewis, Robles-Ibar-
ra still attends school virtually 
as a junior sport management 
major. He admits balancing 
the two has been tough dur-
ing the past months because, 
apart from playing and study-
ing, he also has side jobs as a 
children’s soccer coach. “I was 

a little behind earlier in the 
semester because we were in-
season, but right now I have 
more time to pick up assign-
ments and manage my time 
in everything else I do,” said 
Robles-Ibarra. “It is certainly a 
challenge but it is doable.”

Robles-Ibarra played 33 
games for the Flyers in two 
and a half years under head 
coach Evan Fiffles. He assures 
that despite a short time with 

the team, it was definitely 
memorable. “Overall, I think 
one word that could describe 
how Lewis contributed to my 
career as a soccer player is 
competitiveness; my drive to 
win went to another level dur-
ing my time here,” said Ro-
bles-Ibarra. “I learned a lot of 
things from Coach Fiffles and 
I was always surrounded by 
teammates who always want-
ed more and worked hard as 
well.”

Robles-Ibarra has some big 
goals regarding his soccer ca-
reer as he will eventually look 
to try out for United Soccer 
League or Major League Soc-
cer teams. Yet, as of right now, 
he looks forward to providing 
the best version of himself as a 
person and player to his team 
and allow room for growth, 
development and improve-
ment in upcoming seasons. 

On Monday, April 12 the 
Flyers played the Quincy 
Hawks at Mart Heinen Soft-
ball Complex in Quincy, Il-
linois. The Flyers started off 
strong with a 5-0 win in game 
one of the double header but 
dropped the second game 4-3 
in a nine inning game. Lewis 
moved to 17-12 overall and 8-8 
in the GLVC, while the Hawks 
dropped to 13-19 and 5-9 in 
the GLVC.

The Flyers started hot in the 
second inning plating three 
runs on three hits in the frame. 
Junior pitcher Sara Serena led 
off the inning with a line drive 
base hit down the third base 
line and was later bunted to 
second by a sacrifice bunt.

The Quincy Hawks were 
held in check due to stellar 
pitching from senior right 
handed pitcher Katie David. 
She kept the Hawks from 
scoring in her five innings of 
work only allowing one single 
and a hit batter. Although, in 
the sixth inning David found 
herself in some trouble, she 
loaded the bases with only one 
out. David was able to pitch 

around the jam by getting 
the batter to pop out and re-
tired the next with a flyout to 
sophomore outfielder Meghan 
Bontrager.

David felt very confident 
throughout but got caught 
in some trouble in the later 
innings.“During that game, 
I was very dialed in so when 
the bases were loaded I just 
really focused on hitting my 
spots, working ahead in the 
count, and getting outs,” said 
David. “I know that I have a 
solid defense behind me so 
getting the first out was huge 

but after that I wasn’t worried. 
Strikeouts are always fun but 
ground balls and pop flies to 
the fielders behind me are just 
as amazing,” explained David 
after her performance. 

Lewis added two more runs 
to its lead in the fifth inning. 
Senior utility player Cierra 
Taylor led off the inning with 
a double in the gap and ad-
vanced to third from infield 
junior Jessica Lofthouse’s sin-
gle through the left side on the 
infield. Lofthouse wasted no 
time and stole second to have 
two runners in scoring posi-

tion once again. Junior infield-
er Kristin Kavalauskas drove 
in Taylor with a ground out to 
second but senior infielder El-
exis Swartzentruber was able 
to bunt home Lofthouse to 
open their lead. 

The Flyers had nine hits in 
the contest compared to Quin-
cy’s four hits. David went the 
distance pitching a four-hit 
complete game shutout to win 
her sixth straight game. She 
improved to 9-4 on the season 
while striking out eight in the 
game and only allowing one 
walk.

In the second game, Lewis 
had plenty of opportunities 
during the first five innings of 
the contest, but fell short, scor-
ing no runs until the sixth in-
ning. Senior outfielder Olivia 
Magaldi and Calderon opened 
up the sixth with back-to-back 
hits. Sophomore second base 
Maggie Joutras hit a ground-
out to short but advanced 
both runners for Taylor. Taylor 
dropped down a bunt right 
back to the pitcher although 
she could not come up with 
it cleanly, allowing Magaldi 
to score. Lofthouse drove in 
Calderon and moved Taylor to 
second with a sacrifice bunt to 

first base. Kavalauskas singled 
up the middle to plate their 
second run of the inning. 

Quincy tied the game in 
the bottom of the inning. A 
big double from the Hawks 
scored bringing in Brennan 
and Downer. Bontrager was 
almost able to make a spec-
tacular diving play but was 
just out of reach. The Flyers 
had the opportunity to retake 
the lead in the eighth inning 
but grounded out in an inning 
ending double play. 

Once again in the ninth, the 
Flyers had a runner on but was 
left stranded on base. Quincy 
won the game in the ninth due 
to an error just ahead of the 
tag from Swartzendruber. 

The Flyers left 14 runners on 
base in the game and outhit 
the Hawks 15-11. Serena got 
the start allowing three runs 
on 10 hits. She also recorded 
seven strikeouts and two 
walks. David pitched the final 
inning allowing an unearned 
run giving up one hit. She falls 
to 9-5 on the season. 

The Flyers return home to 
take on Missouri Science & 
Technology on Saturday, May 
1 at noon.

Softball splits double header 
against GLVC rival, Quincy
MATT PIENTO
SPORTS REPORTER

Former men’s soccer player goes pro
DANI NAVARRETE
SPORTS EDITOR
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PHOTO BY LUIS CHAVEZ
Junior outfielder Courtney Mahalik takes a lead off first base.


