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ENVIRONMENT DECORATION 

Activity 1: Warming Up 

Warm up with a presentation of one of BA’s Awakening 
Creativity projects to prepare and encourage participants. For 
example, the power point presentation of exterior wall painting 
project in Chong An in Taiwan. Chong An is the little indigenous 
village near the ocean in the remote eastern shore part of 
Taiwan. Seeing that many participants are children and senior 
citizens helps the participants feel confident with their own 
project. Another way to empower the participants is to 
communicate with them their inner talent and creativity, and how 
this project could be a great opportunity to see those talent in 
action.    

 

Activity 2 : Ready to Start 

Materials 
Drawing tools: felt pens, pencils, crayons, colored pencils, water 
color, gloss color, brushes, and colors containers … 
 
Papers & others: a4 sheets, big sheets either paper or plastic, 
turpentine, etc.   

Preparation 
a. Create an exciting and action-oriented environment 

        To design for the environment, the focus is not on the    
        participants or each other in the group but on the  



         community action. Therefore, set up the tables and  
        chairs to express the in the the tables and chairs facing  
        the front like in a regular classroom situation or place  
        them in whatever way best befitting the workshop  
        space. (See photos of workshops in the PowerPoint.)  
         

b. Print out colorful pictures of brightly painted environment as 
inspirations. The pictures can be found online or shared by 
Barefoot Artists. Please print them in full page size and then 
tape them onto the walls. They will create energy and 
excitement for the participants and encourage them to be 
bold and to have fun in creating their own designs. 

 
c. Ask participants questions about house decoration at 

home: when they decorate them, who usually does it, 
which kind of drawing/patterns … 

 
d. Have all the art supplies, markers, white and colored paper 

if possible: pastels, and whatever you have prepared so that 
participants can readily start when energized. 

Individual Design 
Get each person to create some design for the wall individually 
first. 
 
Notes 
• Take photos of the sites that you want participants to 

decorate. Print them out in black and white. Have them 
available for participants to work on for their design.  

• If you have spotted good designs from participants, 
encourage them to keep developing  



Group Design 
Organize individuals into groups. Get them to look at each 
other’s design and to choose photos of sites that they want to 
decorate. Get each group to decide together what design they 
want to paint on the site they choose. Realize their ideas on 
paper. 
 
Notes  
• The documentation of the process is critical as part of the   

        planning process. Please take photos of the works and share    
        with Lily Yeh of Barefoot Artists for feedback and advice.  
 
 Collective Decision 
 Place designs from groups onto the wall. Get workshop participants     
 to look at the various designs and have a discussion. Decide    
 collectively what designs and colors to use. Realize the group’s  
 decision on paper. Share the design with other community members.  
 Send the photos of the design finals to Lily Yeh of Barefoot Artists for  
 consultation. Once the designs are agreed upon, the participants can  
 carry out the mural painting project. 

 Notes 
• The documentation of the process is critical as part of the   

       planning process. Please take photos of the works and share                  
       with Lily Yeh of Barefoot Artists for feedback and advice.  
• If the students are willing, they can repeat the 

process and experiment other patterns as much as it 
is fun and exciting. 

• Finalize the designs before starting to paint. Once 
you’ve decided, please place the different designs on 
the photos of the sites. Then look at the model of 
your collective design.  



• Spending time to figure out the total design so that 
there is cohesion in the total environment. With so 
many beautiful designs, use them for different 
purposes at different locations. For example, the 
designs for foundation need to be simple and strong 
to show solidarity and strength.  

 
 
Activity 3: Painting 
With previous activities, participants are well prepared 
to make their imagination happen in real life. Make sure 
there are enough art supplies and let them self-organize 
themselves as a group.  

 
 
    General Advices for Teachers/Facilitators 

 
1. Learn about the needs of your participants: maybe 

they need simple handouts explaining the process. 
 

2. Prepare for extra time for site-painting since the 
painting process organically unfolds itself, and 
participants will have more creative input.   

 

 
3. Give options to participants who are not interested in 

site painting and let them feel being included. For 
example, two of our Awakening Creativity project 
participants in Solidarity Teacher Training College 
have decided to play music and keep supplies for the 
group.   
 



4. Once participants are in the realm of imagination and 
action, the most important role of a facilitator is to 
step back and maintain a supportive space for them.   

 

5. Since it’s a community project, please spend time to 
communicate with other members in the community 
of your site painting plans.



 


