
              Indian Hills Peninsula Civic Club 
       Minutes of Meeting of August 10, 2019 

 
President Jack Maxwell called the meeting to order at 4:00.   
 
Approval of Minutes.  
Attendees read the minutes of the meeting of June 8, 2019, presented by Secretary Garry Japko.  
Diana Japko made a motion to accept the minutes, and Linda Horton seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by unanimous approval. 
 
A question was asked about the brown weeds that are still in the pond.  Jack asked for volunteers 
to remove the remaining weeds.  The stagnation in the pond was also brought up, and a 
discussion about fish we could put in the pond that would keep the pond cleaner.  Jack suggested 
to adding tilapia, which should be done in September, but he said he will talk to a fish hatchery 
the first of the year.  Bill Hutcheson suggested putting in a pair of fountains to aerate it.  Dale Ann 
Ovelgonne said that had been looked at before.  In 2017 we received a bid of $9,000, plus another 
$1,000 to wire it.  Jack said the people who sprayed our pond also do fountains, and he thought 
they could do it for a lot less.  Discussion followed about steps we could take to keep it clean on 
an ongoing basis, including looking at less expensive ways to aerate.   
 
Question was asked about signs in the neighborhood that say $10,000 down, with a phone 
number.  Discussion followed.   
 
Art Horton suggested the Peninsula start a community garden.  Discussion followed about what 
rules there may be about that, and how it would be set up.  Art noted there was a small group of 
problem who would start one.   
 
Treasurer’s Reports. 
Dale Ann read the report for the Indian Hills Peninsular Civic Club Income and Expenses for the 
first three quarters of 2019.  Janet Hutcheson whether there are any upcoming big items that 
might affect that our budget.  Dale Ann said she didn’t see any.  Janet made a motion to accept 
the report, and Sharon Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous approval.  
Dale Ann then gave the status of the Ladies Auxiliary fund, and the separate Road Fund account.    
 
Old Business. 
Nominations for Board of Directors for October 2019 to September 2020.  Jack asked for 
volunteers for the committee.  Lori Reed, Linda Horton and Sharon volunteered.  Lori suggested 
asking on the website for anyone interested in running for the Board.  The ballots should be 
mailed in September, along with our Newsletter.  Jack noted that he, Dan Pradel, Garry Japko 
and Dale Ann all said they would serve in their respective offices for another year.  Katherine 
Bridges said she did not want to be Sergeant At Arms again, so we only need a nominating 
committee to find someone to run for that office.  Janet read the duties of that position from the 
By Laws.   
 
New Business. 



National Neighborhood Day.  Nationally it will be held September 15, but we are looking at 
holding Saturday, the 14th, so we can get more children of families who don’t otherwise live in 
the neighborhood to attend.  We will hold ours that day, from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M.  Ladies Auxiliary 
is putting it on.  Diana Japko said they have asked The Hula Hut shaved ice, and they will 
participate.  Jack noted members of Polk County Sheriff and Constable from Precinct One have 
promised to attend.  They will bring various pieces of equipment with them, including their new 
drone.  Jack is hoping one or both offices bring Child ID kits.   
Fourth of July Picnic.  Janet and Bill said they have been in charge of it for three years and would 
like someone else to take that over.  Janet said she has put a guideline together to follow for 
whoever wants to volunteer to take it over, but stressed that someone should be in place no later 
than February to begin the work.  Janet also said although she put together the guide, if whoever 
takes over wants to make whatever changes they want, she would not have a problem with that.  
Lori suggested putting this on the website, in case someone not in attendance would consider 
taking on the responsibility.   
Road Committee.   Jack asked for volunteers for a committee for our roads, to make decisions 
on what roads need attention, and how the work should be done and when.  Dale Ann asked 
whether we need a committee, in that we have tried to address this in the past.  She said it needs 
to be line item in our next budget, and a vote taken on how much should be spent.  Bill discussed 
that he was on a committee under past president Peter Barnhart.  They went to the County 
Commissioner who said any work that is done, we must pay for half of it.  He feels it is a cop out, 
in that we pay a lot in taxes and don’t get much in return for them as far as our roads go.  It was 
noted one problem we have here is that as a neighborhood we have very few property owners 
who are registered to vote in Polk County, and that could affect how they view our requests.   It 
was also noted that Polk is a relatively poor county, and how many miles of roads does it have to 
maintain?   Jack noted there are roads around our neighborhood in very bad condition, and feels 
if we don’t stay on this, our roads will be in that condition at some point.  He gave information 
on various costs of roads, including $15 a square yard for asphalt.  He said if we came up with 
$10,000 and the County came up with $10,000 we could do about a quarter of a mile.  He then 
reviewed a map drawn up of the various conditions of roads in the neighborhood.  He then 
suggested continuing with the work done on Cree last year, and coming up with a program that 
could benefit the neighborhood.  If the work is not done on Cree, then he suggested starting on 
Indian Hill Blvd, at the point after the current commercial properties, with the idea of doing it 
piece by piece, with work being done every year.  Suggestion made to attend Commissioner Court 
meetings as a group.  Jack said if we did, we need to also get residents of other communities to 
attend as well.   Art Horton and Jerry Ovelgonne volunteered for a committee.  
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 5:30. 
 

Submitted by Secretary, Garry A. Japko 


