
  
 

CHRIS SEHL 

 

OWA Speciality:  Fish Sampling, Lake Sturgeon, American Eel 

 

Education & Qualifications 
Bachelor of Science, Environmental Sciences/ 

Environmental Biology, University of Guelph, Guelph, 

Ontario, Canada, 2015 

Post Graduate Diploma, Environmental 

Management, Niagara College, Niagara on the Lake 

(Ontario), Canada, 2017 

 

Experience 

4+ Years 

 

Specialties  

Environmental assessment, permitting, 

environmental monitoring, fish identification, 

aquatic ecology and aquatic study design 

 

Certificates, Training or Affiliations 

Class 2 Electrofisher; Certificate of Ichthyology;  

OWES Certified; CISEC Trained; Standard First Aid 

Level C 

 

Contact Information: 

Phone: 1 (289) 271-3517 

Email: Christopher.Sehl@Hatch.com   

 
Chris is an experienced aquatic biologist having conducted various forms of field 
investigations in support of environmental assessments and environmental 
permitting and approvals from various government agencies. Chris's areas of 
expertise include fish spawning and community assessments, aquatic habitat 
assessments, fish salvage activities, permitting and approvals (Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, Ministry of Environment Parks and Conservation, Conservation 
Authorities and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry), and water quality 
and sediment quality sampling. Chris previously worked with the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority as a habitat restoration assistant and brings with him years of 
field work experience.  

Chris commonly navigates the permitting and approvals process related to the 
Fisheries Act, Species at Risk Act and Endangered Species Act. Chris has participated 
in numerous fish salvage and relocation activities to support works in the dry, aquatic 
habitat assessments, aquatic baseline studies and holds a valid Class 2 Backpack 
Electrofishing License. 

Chris has aided in various fish salvage and relocation activities to facilitate 
construction work in the dry and holds a valid Class 2 Backpack Electrofishing 
License. 

 
 

RELEVANT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

Public Services and Procurement Canada, Timiskaming Dam Replacement, 
Timiskaming Ontario. Following the Federal Environmental Effect Evaluation and 
Environmental Construction Support, Chris served as the aquatic biologist field crew 
leader and technical report author for the execution of the post-construction monitoring 
plan related to the Project’s Fisheries Act Authorization. The program included three 
years of post-construction monitoring for spawning lake sturgeon, lake whitefish, 
walleye, and various sucker species.  Chris successfully captured spawning adults and 
confirmed egg deposition on the enhanced habitat area for all target species.  Upon 
successfully confirming spawning, Chris was the onsite aquatic biologist for completing a 
juvenile lake sturgeon recruitment and habitat assessment study that extended over nine 
km downstream.  Chris was responsible for obtaining the required approvals for all onsite 
investigations and for coordinating with representatives of the Algonquins of Ontario who 
assisted Hatch in completing the post construction monitoring.   

New Brunswick Department of Transportation and Infrastructure, Scott Falls Dam 
Decommissioning, St. John, New Brunswick. 
As part of the options analysis and Project Registration, Chris conducted fish community 
and aquatic habitat assessments, inclusive of electrofishing, gillnetting, sediment, and 
water quality sampling within the Musquash River and completed the registration 
document as part of the New Brunswick Environmental Assessment Process.  As an 
eastern Canada river, fish community sampling including the capture of hundreds of 
American eel both upstream and downstream of the existing dam.  
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Energy Ottawa, Hull 2 Project.  Ottawa, Ontario. Completed aquatic assessment downstream of the Hull 2 Generation Station located 
adjacent to the Chaudière Generation Station and Ring Dam.  This assessment included documentation of bathymetry, substrate and in-
water structure within the tailrace area that was anticipated to be de-watered or impacted as a result of flow changes. Chris was responsible 
for the underwater camera portion of the assessment, which was successfully used to permit the project. Upon completion of the habitat 
assessment, Hatch’s Québec biologists leveraged Chris’s fisheries experience and knowledge to evaluate the downstream impacts of project 
flow changes on the fish community including lake sturgeon and American eel.  

Guoao Lithium Limited, Moblan Lithium Project, Chibougamau, Quebec. Chris was a crew leader as part of the aquatic assessment team 
responsible for the characterization of nine waterbodies and watercourses in proximity to a proposed remote lithium mine site. This included 
conducting baseline fish assemblage investigations through electrofishing, gill netting, seine netting and minnow traps. Chris was also 
responsible for collecting surface water quality and benthic invertebrate sampling programs. 

Ontario Northland Rail, Kewtabohigan River Bridge (174.0 Island Falls Line) Aquatic Assessment and Permitting, Moosonee, Ontario. 
Aquatic biologist for the Kewtabohigan River Bridge rehabilitation project. The Kewtabohigan Bridge is a four span, 125-m-long bridge that 
required significant concrete repairs on three piers and two abutment/wing walls. Chris completed an aquatic assessment of the remote site, 
primarily in relation to lake sturgeon, brook trout, walleye and lake whitefish habitat impacts.  Upon competition of the aquatic assessment, 
Chris coordinated the Department of Fisheries and Oceans approval process and assisted in the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
timing window discussions, ultimately leading to the project being completed on schedule.  In addition to lake sturgeon, special fisheries 
mitigation considerations were given to a local anadromous brook trout population known to migrate up the Moosonee River watershed 
from James Bay.  

Zibi Developments, Buchanan Channel Dewatering, Ottawa, Ontario. Hatch obtained required permits and approvals to support a 
commercial and residential development on Chaudière Island, located within the Ontario side of the Ottawa River. This involved dewatering 
a portion of the Ottawa River known as the Buchanan Channel to facilitate construction activities. Chris’ responsibilities included a review of 
the existing habitat, determining the required permits and approvals to complete the works within known lake sturgeon and American eel 
waters, organizing and receiving the permits and approvals, and leading a fish and mussel salvage to prevent the death or harm to fish and 
mussels within the dewatered area. This included electrofishing, seine netting and manually collecting mussels within the Buchanan Channel 
to remove fish and mussels present and relocating them upstream of the construction areas.  In total over 1,000 mussels were relocated with 
vouchers and photographs taken for species identification by the Royal Ontario Museum, where required.  

Town of Milton, Water Crossing Rehabilitation Project, Milton, Ontario.  Chris was a lead for the Town of Milton environmental support 
team for over 4 years working on dozens of watercourse crossings, varying in size and complexity.  One of the main watersheds within the 
Town of Milton includes Sixteen Mile Creek, which is a one of the last strongholds for the endangered redside dace, and hosts the at-risk 
American eel and silver shiner. Chris has completed or supported various aquatic habitat assessments in support of permits and approvals 
including overall benefit permits and Department of Fisheries and Oceans Species at Risk permits, construction fish salvages, and post 
construction monitoring.  

Via Rail, Brockville Bridge Repair/Replacement, Brockville, Ontario. Chris was the dedicated aquatic biologist for the Buell’s Creek Bridge 
Repair/Replacement Project located immediately north of Brockville. A routine inspection of the Buell’s Creek Bridge found the bridge to be 
in urgent need of repairs to ensure safe continued usage. Hatch successfully used the Department of Fisheries and Oceans emergency 
authorization process and the Provincial Species at Risk approval process for immediate stabilization of the bridge within American eel and 
Blanding’s turtle habitat.  Chris led the onsite fish salvage operations, mobilizing within 24 hours of being notified while concurrently 
assisting senior staff in securing the required approvals.  

City of Kingston Third Crossing, Environmental Assessment, Permitting and Construction Support, Kingston, Ontario.   Aquatic 
biologist co-authoring sections of the Parks Canada Detailed Impact Analysis, Department of Fisheries and Oceans Fisheries Act 
Authorization and Supporting Documents for a new 1.7-km bridge across the Cataraqui River at the discharge point into Lake Ontario known 
to support American eel, lake sturgeon, and other species at risk. Fisheries Act Authorization and Supporting Documents included the siting 
and designing of offset plans associated with an in-water construction footprint of 49,000 m² within a Lake Ontario Coastal Provincially 
Significant Wetland. Chris was Hatch’s main aquatic biologist onsite for aquatic vegetation removal, where his role was to identify any 
aquatic fish or wildlife incidentally captured during that process. He was also the lead aquatic biologist onsite for fish isolation confirmation 
studies that included visual surveys, minnow traps and trap netting, and was the lead for any required fish salvages using both backpack and 
boat electrofishing equipment. As with all electrofishing in potential American eel supporting waters, proper electrofishing settings were 
required on all initial passes until it was confined the area in question was clear of American eel. 

 



  
 

 
SUMMARY OF RELEVANT HYDROELECTRIC AND WATER CONTROL PROJECTS  

Project Location  Fish Sampling Lake Sturgeon American Eel 

Trenton Lock 1 Trenton    

Scott Falls Dam Rehabilitation New Brunswick    

Ontario Temiskaming Dam 
Replacement Upper Ottawa River    

Hull 2 Hydro  Ottawa    

OTHER PROJECTS AND APPLICABLE ROLES 

Kingston Third Crossing Bridge Kingston    

City of Barrie Water Crossings Barrie    

Various ONR Water Crossings NE Ontario    

Various VIA Rail Water Crossings Southern Ontario / 
Quebec    

Various Town of Milton Water 
Crossings Milton    

Moblan Lithium Mine James Bay    
 

 


