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Fleming College Fish and Wildlife Advisory 
Chair  
OWES Certified 
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Contact Information: 
Phone:  1 (905) 490 0098 
Email:  Caleb.Coughlin@Hatch.com    

 Caleb is a fish and wildlife technologist with a thorough understanding of Ontario and  
Canada’s, renewable power, infrastructures and mining permitting and approval 
processes. He has extensive experience in the documentation of biotic and abiotic 
environments, environmental assessments, site rehabilitation and reclamation, 
permitting and approvals as well as construction and post construction monitoring.  

Over the course his career at Hatch, Caleb has managed, coordinated, permitted and/or 
lead biological studies, construction monitoring or post construction monitoring in 
conjunction with over 50 Ontario proposed and/or existing, run-of-river, peaking, 
modified peaking and pumped storage facilities.  Duties on the various hydroelectric and 
water control projects include aquatic habitat utilization studies inclusive of turtle and 
amphibians.  Caleb routinely acts as Hatch’s environmental liaison between client, sub-
contractor, and construction environmental personnel, designing and monitoring 
amphibian and reptile exclusionary and passage mitigations.  Specific to turtles, he has 
coordinated baseline investigation for every species within the Province.  He is currently 
responsible for Hatch’s eDNA program, including supplying biological material to 
laboratories for them to subsequently develop primer/assays for Ontario turtle species. 
This effort has been in collaboration with Paul Ashley and Fleming College.  This included 
coordinating eDNA collection training for Hatch’s environmental staff by BC and CSA 
protocol author Jared Hobbs.  

Caleb has spent hundreds of field hours completing visual encounter, nesting and rescues 
for turtles in relation to waterpower, solar and infrastructure projects. He is up to date on 
all Provincial and federal species at risk permitting requirements for at-risk turtles.  

 

Turtle Rescue (Battersea, Ontario) 

 

Map Turtles (Kingston, Ontario) 

RELEVANT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

Hydromega Inc, Reporting and Agency Consultation, Lock 1 Dam Hydroelectric 
Installation, Ontario. Lead environmental assessor for Detailed Impact Assessment 
(DIA), provided to Parks Canada as competent minister under CEAA 2012 Section 67.  
Completed baseline assessments, impact analyses and mitigation measures for the 
instillation of the hydroelectric facility on one of Canada’s oldest and historic waterways, 
managed by Parks Canada. Critical concerns included but were not limited to federal at-
risk turtles and their nesting habitat. Caleb designed the monitoring plan to meet Parks 
Canada requirements and oversaw junior staff during completion.  

Ontario Power Generation (OPG), Waba Dam Rehabilitation, Ontario. Lead biologist, 
permitter and environmental construction advisor for the rehabilitation of the Waba Dam, 
inclusive of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), Ministry of Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP), Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), and Conservation 
Authority approval processes. The rehabilitation works involved the disruption of 
approximately 14 hectares (ha) of naturalized terrestrial habitat, including infill of 1.6 ha 
of wetlands along the shores of the Madawaska River. Caleb conducted multi-year 
shoreline and wetland surveys (inclusive of turtles) to obtain approvals for wetland 
infilling from MECP, MNRF, DFO and the Conservation Authority. A successfully species at 
risk mitigation and wetland offset strategy secured all the necessary approvals in advance 
of construction.   
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Blandings Turtle (Pembroke, Ontario) 
 

 

Snapping Turtle (Trenton, Ontario) 
 

OPG Des Joachim’s Auxiliary Dam Rehabilitation, Québec. Environmental manager - 
fish and wildlife lead.  Author and reviewer of the Environmental Plan and organized 
and maintained environmental budgets and schedules. Executed fish, turtle, snake, avian, 
and mammal presence/absence surveys, and ecological land classifications and 
wetland delineations.   Mapped existing drainage paths downstream pond bathymetry 
and worked with the engineering team on future potential drainage potential. Presented 
preliminary results to OPG and the engineering team to determine best path forward 
while maintaining project schedules. 

Otonabee Region Conservation, Millbrook Dam Replacement, Ontario. Environmental 
manager for the Millbrook Dam Replacement permitting process.  Produced an 
Environmental Overview Report for distribution to the various provincial and federal 
agencies in regard to permitting requirement. Report included at-risk turtle 
presence/absence surveys as well as construction mitigation and monitoring plans. Caleb 
advised Conservation Authority staff during the baseline investigations, design engineers 
on exclusionary mitigation, and contractor staff on construction monitoring.   

City of Kingston Third Crossing, Environmental Assessment, Permitting and 
Construction Monitoring, Ontario.  Natural heritage lead on the submission of a Species 
at Risk Act (SARA) compliant Parks Canada DIA, MECP Species at Risk Permits, 
Conservation Authority Permits, and DFO Fisheries Act Authorization for a new 1.7-km 
bridge across the Cataraqui River at the discharge point into Lake Ontario.  The DIA 
outlined potential impacts to local turtles and other aquatic habitat as a result of an in-
water construction footprint of 49,000 m² within a Lake Ontario Coastal Provincially 
Significant Wetland. Unique to the project was the implementation of five eco-passages 
specifically designed into the construction causeway to allow seasonal migration of 
turtles and fish. In addition to the eco-passages, over 3 km of exclusionary fencing was 
installed, a handling permit obtained, active and passive removal techniques deployed, 
and a turtle offsetting project developed.   

City of Toronto, Ashbridge’s Bay Treatment Plant, Toronto, Ontario. Permitting lead 
and senior fish and wildlife biologist. Lead assessor and reporting author on the fish, fish 
habitat, and species at risk (inclusive of turtles) impacts of Canada's largest treatment 
plant diffuser. Assessments and reporting included a comprehensive literature review of 
past studies, weeks of baseline investigations and a detailed SARA habitat assessment, 
leading to the submission of an IGF primarily concerning SAR bats, Blanding’s turtle, and 
birds. Through mitigation and offsetting plans, Caleb secured a SAR Letter of Advice for 
the project allowing clearing to commence on time.  

Metrolinx Station Go Stations, GTA, Ontario. Natural environment lead for the 
assessment of the Kirby, Mulock, Bloor, Rutherford and Innisfil Go Stations.  Duties 
included developing, coordinating, performing and reporting on the existing environment 
within the station study areas. All stations except Bloor had wetlands or waterbodies in 
close proximity, prompting species at risk turtle surveys. At least five visits were 
completed to each location with several visual encounter surveys completed for each 
station.   

Recurrent Energy Solar Projects, Various Locations, Ontario.  Fish and wildlife 
technologist for the Recurrent Energy Solar Projects, conducting natural heritage and 
waterbody assessments inclusive of species at risk turtles at over 10 locations throughout 
southern Ontario. Each location was visited on five occasions to determine the presence 
of Blanding’s turtles, and where applicable, construction mitigation was implemented or 
permits obtained to facilitate the construction of the facilities.   

Northland Solar Projects, Various Locations, Ontario.  Fish and wildlife technologist for 
the Northland Solar Projects, conducting natural heritage and waterbody assessments 
inclusive of species at risk turtles at eight locations throughout southern Ontario. Each 
location was visited on five occasions to determine the presence of Blanding’s turtles, and 
where applicable, construction mitigation was implemented or permits obtained to 
facilitate the construction of the facilities.   

 


