
Beavers
& the New Front Porch



How Air Conditioning 

ruined 
How We Build Communities 
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How a 

DESIGNEr is like a 

 BEAVER
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1. Hardworking

2. Work Together

3. Make the world better, through 
  our work.

4. Outside of our element, we 
  struggle but we never give up.
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Beavers

create 
ecosystems
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Gatineau Park



But the beavers

NEVER
gave up.
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Hear the 

Call
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Angela Lee 
Duckworth 
lead a study
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Grit
Passion and Perserverance for 

very long term goals. 
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failure
is not 

forever
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The Beaver’s 
Reputation
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The ponds they create, provide for others.



Beavers warn others about 

potential threats 
& danger. 
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Beavers and Designers

Never stop growing



Where there are 
Beavers & Designers, 

there is life.
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Our secret is

community.



“A keystone species is an organism 
that helps define an entire ecosystem. 
Without its keystone species, the 
ecosystem would be dramatically 
different or cease to exist altogether. 
... The ecosystem would be forced to 
radically change, allowing new and 
possibly invasive species to populate 
the habitat.”

RechargingYou.com       |       @designrecharge * Jun 29, 2017   National Geographic Society  www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/keystone-species/
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We are made for 

community
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Before the 1950’s

Photo by Dorthea Lange courtesy of the Library of Congress
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After the 1950’s
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share & Consume
Don’t have to always be

perfect.
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In 2011
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what’s

wrong 
with me?
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I needed 

Community
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Teaching
Running a Business
Husband & Pets

No local groups

No time
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leave
the Industry!!!!
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Understanding my  Superpower



everyone has these

GOD-Given
Natural Talents
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My Superpowers are...
• having a good memory
• reading people’s body language
• listening
• being able to relate to others   
 (using analogies)
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Good type 
is like a 

good bra
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1 2 3
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1 2 3



Another superpower is 

connecting 
with people
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But I was guilty of 

comparing myself 
to people who had skills 
I was aspiring to possess

RechargingYou.com       |       @designrecharge



My superpowers are mostly 

soft skills.
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I am the kid with Grit



Remember that

commitment
to a long term goal
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Outside our industry

Design 
industry



Another 

CALL 
I hear
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Recruiting Creatives
recruitingcreatives.com
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The MEANING of life is 
to find your gift. The 
PURPOSE of life is to 
give it away.” Picasso

“
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Would anyone here tell me I am 

too old
to become an illustrator?



What are your

excuses?
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That obstacle doesn’t 

define
me.
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We are NOT competing against each other.
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A community is like a good bra,

supportive 
in all     the right ways.



Let’s build 
a better pond.
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Did you 

travel 
to get here?
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Did you come here to 

build
relationships?
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extroverts
Stand up (please)



Take-aways
• Share your work on social 
 media often
• Be present on the front porch

• Rally around people who are 
 struggling
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Take-aways
• Be encouraging

• Be positive

• Keep growing
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be 
the Beaver
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thank you
@DesignRecharge   diane@RechargingYou.com

#thefriendlies


