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MEETING MINUTES 
NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING 
August 9, 2021 
  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 
           
Region 
1     

Region 
6 

Craig 
Kreman X  

Region 
9 

Dana Morey 
(Temp)  X 

  Marvin Cling X     Maxine Paul X    
Mervin Wright 
(Temp) X 

Region 
2 

Angela 
Benedict X             

  Steve Smith    
Region 
7 Billie Toledo   

Region 
10 Carol Kriebs X 

Region 
4 Scott Hansen X     

Allison 
Gienapp     Lucas Bair  

  Tiffany Lozada             

Region 
5 Brandy Toft X   

Region 
8 

RNTAA 
Director 
Ashley X  Alaska Seats Open   

  Joy Wiecks X     
Linda Weeks 
Reddoor      

 
EPA Representatives and 
others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 
Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 
Others 

Pat Childers OAR X  
Andy Bessler X 

 
Ann Marie 
Chischilly, ITEP  

Tina Ndoh OAQPS   
Mariah Ashley X 

 
Chris Lee  
TAMS Center  

Jessie Mroz 
OTAQ X  

Ryan Tsingine  
  

Hayden Hardie, 
TAMS Center    

James Payne OAQPS   Mehrdad Khatibi  
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Ernie Grooms    Mark Daniels  
   

      
   

X = present on the call 
 

 
 NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 

Monday, August 9, 2021 
10 am AK / 2 pm ET 

 
1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  
 

A. Invocation  
 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff. EC Quorum reached. 
 

C. Approval of Associate/Principle Member Applications   
 

i. None at this time.  
 

D. Approval of the January and Supplemental NTAA EC Meeting Notes 
 

i. June EC Meeting Minutes and Summary 
Motion to approve: R5 Alternate, second by R8 Rep. R2 abstains, no discussion, no 
objections. Motion passes.  
 

ii. July EC Meeting Minutes and Summary 
R6 Alternate’s name should be included and not listed in the July Meeting minutes 
and Summary. She was on the July 12th call.  
Motion to approve: R6 Alternate, second by R2 Primary Rep. No discussion, R5 and 
R9 Dana Morey abstains. No objections. Motion passes. 

 
E. Discussion of NTAA EC Ex-Officio Members as per NTAA by-laws, Article V, Section  

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.47/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf 
 

Discussion on NTAA Ex-officio members and NTAA bylaws tabled until next EC 
meeting. 
 

F. Update on NTAA EC Seats  
 

i. Alaska: Both primary and alternate seats are vacant. EPA is organizing a nomination 
and election for those seats. Two nominations came in since the process has been 
extended: Aug 15. Hopefully be seated by the end of the month. 

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.47/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.47/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf
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ii. Region 9: Mervin and Dana: Dana is new lead of R9 RTOC and put on the Work 

Group to identify primary and alt reps. Last week they identified a few nominees and 
will send out emails to seek additional nominations. Want to take this to the RTOC 
general caucus to vote on nominees and vote in August and will have final 
confirmation in October.   

 
iii. Region 7: Allison Gienapp, Alternate, is leaving her position and has resigned as 

NTAA EC member. Will be working with Billie Toledo to find nominees.  
 
iv. Region 1: Mavin Cling has not discussed a replacement for primary rep. in the 

RTOC calls. Will bring it up during their RTOC this Thursday. May be too early to 
bring up. He does not want to be Primary Rep due to other commitments with the 
EELC. Hoping someone from R1 will also step up. Will find out more Wednesday.  

 
NTAA Director: Virtual memorial for Bill will be posted on website without 
objection about the memorial on Region 1. 
 
No further questions or comments.  
 
R10 Primary: Want to bring up the ARP Aug 4th meeting. R5 Primary was also 
present. The meeting seemed less informational and more like a consultation.  
 
R5 Primary: Had a basic PowerPoint and everything on there was a question for 
Tribes. Caught everyone off guard when there was a question from Tribes that 
turned into a statement. R5 Primary requested to have just an NTAA EC call to 
discuss this. If they want tried and true numbers and statements, NTAA has official 
letters, the STAR report, etc. Tribes needed a larger set aside and asked for a 20% 
set aside instead of the 5% that we are most likely to get. It was odd, but they are 
having another call. Mainly because the NTC could not meet, so another call is on 
August 11th. Comments on this are due August 25th. Asked NTAA Director to 
coordinate with OAQPS to get ARP people on board and share NTAA info. First 
part of call was on $50 million for just monitoring. No feedback just took questions 
and turned into statements. Matt Tejada came up next and discussed about the $50 
million for EJ. Carol and I asked NTAA to set up a call with OAQPS and Matt 
Tejada if he could make it. We need to talk to OAQPS about this, not just Matt. How 
the funding will be allocated. 
 
NTAA Director: Had a call with Tina Ndoh last week but wanted to get clarification. 
Comments will be sent in by 25th. Between Aug 11th and 25th will get an EC call 
set up with OAQPS and Matt Tejada with a focus on OAQPS. Preferably closer to 
the 11th. Set up a call with OAQPS before the 11th to talk about ARP funding and 
allocations. 
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R5 Primary: We need to get our ducks in a row. We need to pull old documents that 
NTAA has put together and pull-out key points to talk about. Right now, they are 
only taking monitors that are in the AQS system. We know a lot of Tribes are 
monitoring but not inputting into AQS. How can we ensure Tribes that are doing 
their own monitoring can be a part of this, in the structured allocation to the regions?  
 
NTAA Director: One thing is that the TAMS SC is hoping some of those funds to go 
towards their loaner equipment that needs to be recalibrated. A lot of their equipment 
needs funding to be recalibrated. So, they are hoping that NTAA echo these requests.  
 
R5 Primary: Does the TAMS SC have numbers or data, for more clarification. We 
need to make sure that most of the money goes to Tribes. Not all Tribes use the 
loaner program.  
 
NTAA Director: They have a pot of money from the mobile units, and they were 
hoping to tap that funding for that.  
 
R6 Primary: For my clarification. Are they only looking at getting more money for 
Tribes that are submitting to AQS? Because that would knock out a lot of Tribes.  
 
R5 Primary: Right now, that is all they are using to base allocations to the regions. 
That still knocks out a lot of Tribes because that just means less money is going to 
that region to support those Tribes within that region.  
 
R10 Primary: Right, because we have Tribes out there that are using GAP funding to 
run their programs.  
 
R5 Primary: $22.5 million that is competitive grants, and like $20 million that is 
direct funding. Around $20 million for each, and they are looking at how to allocate 
it, but they are only looking at the regions and figure out how to allocate. And they 
said, “oh, we are just using AQS data.” I pointed that is incomplete.  
 
R6 Primary: I am just thinking from the Quapaw position. They are good on 
equipment because they have received funding from EPA in the past and there may 
be tribes that want to start a program. Wanting to for years to start a program but 
they did not have funding to do so.  
 
R10 Primary: We have to be careful about starting up a program, is great, but also 
must remember that this is a one-time funding. If they get money to start a program, 
they have to be aware that that funding may not be available after that initial funding 
cycle. People should be aware of that.  
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R5 Primary: Right, because a lot of people cannot hire staff. This is more to upgrade 
existing infrastructure or add in a new monitor for a Tribe that has capacity. It is not 
going to be enough money. Even if we get the 20%. That’s $44 million divided by 
583 Tribes. It doesn’t round out to be a lot of money. And if we think of it as them 
only giving us 5%, it’s just going to upgrading a Bam shelter, or buying extra 
pumps. Or take you from filter base to FEM.  
 
R10 Primary: They are playing around with the numbers and taking their webinar 
and turning it into a consultation. We need to be at the forefront and let them know 
that is not going to happen. We need to be heard. We need the money and keep our 
programs up and running and not just try to appease us. That is not going to work.  
 
NTAA Director: Due to the short timeframe on this. I can get a PAC member or two 
to start drafting an NTAA comment letter. At least an outline for EC members to 
start to look at. Wondering if there are any EC members want to volunteer on this 
effort? Yes, from R5 primary, R6 primary, R1 Alt., R10 primary, R8 primary, and 
Maxine Paul (for review). Ask Laura to see if she can be the PAC member for this 
letter. Will let Vallen Cook and Chris Lee know and if they want to get on board.  
 
R6 Primary: I am thinking that this should be a joint letter between NTAA, TAMs 
SC, because it will hold more weight. Because this is an issue that we have been 
working on since the early days at TAMS.  
 
NTAA Director: Will let Vallen Cook and Chris Lee know and if they want to get on 
board. Create the workgroup and start formulating the letter. Craft with simple 
points: increase the set aside, include Tribes outside of the AQS system etc. and ask 
Tribes to submit them individually. Then would create a more detailed letter that 
Tribes can use.  
 
R6 Primary: Why can’t we ask for extension because we haven’t had time to talk 
about it.  
 
R5 Primary: I think they are going back on that because this money was supposed to 
be out the door yesterday. That is just my take. It is very complex and the way it is 
tied to ARP.  
 
R6 Primary: I am sure Leech Lake is going through the same thing as Quapaw. We 
still have this Arp money, but we’re still questioning on what we want to do with it.  
 
R5 Primary: Right.  
 
R6 Primary: On separate than air and hope EPA is flexible on when that money will 
go out to try and give us some time to identify, those Tribes in need.  
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R10. Primary: Good point to bring up on the call.  
 
NTAA Director: Liked R8 Rep’s idea of a simple letter that Tribes can submit 
individually. And on the NTAA side we can bring up things like asking for more 
time or developing points as we move along. Specific comments on the separate pots 
of money. We just need something quick because of the turnaround.  
 
 

G. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits and Policy Products   
 

i. Review of CAAAC Recommendations for Clean Air Act  
 
NTAA Director: R5 Alt Rep., Dara, and I helped Gillian to fight against several 
CAAAC members from the oil and gas industry on a Tribal air section that included 
basic recommendations like strengthen methane regulations on oil and gas industries 
or increase EV infrastructure. Had a back and forth on a specific language. Right 
now, they did finalize a draft and is being reviewed by the full CAAAC. Then they’ll 
come back to NTAA with a revised draft that NTAA can provide comments on. One 
approved by CAAAC it would go to EPA for submission.  
 
R5 Alt.: I think they are nearing the end of their review period and Gillian is out of 
the office currently. Some WG member terms are expiring which is part of the push 
to get this finished. 
 

ii. CA Tribes Task Force for Mercedes Benz Consent Decree and SEP  

NTAA Director: The CARB folks that are dealing with the CD had an emergency 
and rescheduled the call. Will send out an announcement for Aug. 18th. 3rd call for 
SEP PRK will be Sept 7th. CA Tribes wanted to have a resource kit so tribes 
interested in submitting a SEP application to CARB could do that. Frank Spurgeon 
shared his SEP, and they have the only SEP that CARB has from Tribes. Hoping that 
Mercedes Benz consent decree money ($100 million) can go to Tribes. In a position 
to tell them to increase the Tribal set aside. R9 RTOC is having an in person/virtual 
conference in Oct. spoke with Shannon Dilley, asked to send submission to present 
PRK to Tribes. Can have a draft out for EC review by the 15th.  

 
iii. EPA Strategic Plan  

NTAA Director: EC requested a PRK on this. Currently working on a fact sheet and 
comment letter.  

 
iv. Review of EPA Regulatory Agenda  

NTAA Director: Mariah and Ryan are working on reaching out to the rule writers. 
Of the 17 rules that Ian Fisher prioritized for EC review. We are tracking the 
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responses. Emailed everyone and is trying to make connections. NEPA is 
“rescinding the recission” to the NEPA guidance in deadline with GHG emissions. 
Also planning to revisit the 2020 to update that. How NEPA deals with GHG is a big 
deal because it covers all agencies. Had a call with Tina Ndoh and OAQPS is 
organizing a table to update info and reach out to rule writers to get a response. Tina 
is working on that and will get that to us before the virtual meeting. Ideally, we can 
take the document from Ian and EC can decide which to track and create a PRK for 
and we'll go to PAC members to let them know and have them decide on who will 
take what.  
 

v. Other Policy Issues EC Members Wish to Address 
 
None at this time.  

EPA Representatives and others joined the call at 3:00 pm ET  
Joined by Regina Chappell, Jessie Mroz, James Payne, Victoria Flowers (Env. Coordinator with 
Oneida Nation), Chuck Buckler, Pat Childers, and Mark Daniels.  

 
2. NTAA/EPA Updates (if needed):  

 
A. NTAA Updates (from first hour of call) 
B. EPA Updates 

 
Regina Chappell: Not specifically, just filling in for Tina Ndoh. Want to point out two 
actions at OMB. 1) NESHAP coal and oil-fired electric utility steam generating units. It 
is the reconsideration of the supplemental cost finding and the RTR.  
2) The NESHAP primary copper RTR at OMB. These two are at OMB now. While at 
OMB, NTAA can notify OMB and request a meeting while the rule is at OMB. If there 
are no major changes, they have 90 days to review the rulemaking and after it comes out, 
they can expect signatures pretty quick (1-2 weeks) after OMB releases it. After 
signature, they post a pre-publication version on their webpage and then it could take 7-
30 days for rulemaking to be published. One published, it starts the clock for the public 
comment period which is 45-60 days depending on whether its court ordered.  
 
Jessie Mroz: President Biden released their proposal to replace SAFE part 1. The CA 
waiver action and SAFE part two, the GHG light duty tricks, officially released. There 
are also a number of other announcements; 1) They are looking into long term action for 
light duty vehicles. Not quite back to Obama standards, more stringent than CA 
framework agreement that was released last year. Will take long term action to the 
changing nature of driving. Continuing to work on the Highway heavy-duty standards 
2020-2027 and beyond. Formerly known as the Cleaner Truck Initiative. It still addresses 
NOx pollution and good ozone benefits. Hope to get out this year. Will let NTAA know 
when it is at OMB, which should be in September of October. Also, on the Heavy-duty 
side, looking at GHG in the long term. Workshop next week for light duty proposals for 
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tribes and stakeholders. Will provide a good overview of the proposal. The workshop will 
send letters to tribal leaders seeking consultation. Reach out to them if you have any 
questions or want to attend the workshop email Jessie. 
 

C. Underground Storage Tank Update by Special Guest Vikki Flowers  

R5 Primary: Updates about UST’s and AQ standards, asked Vikki to join the call to give 
a 10-minute overview.  
 
Vikki Flowers: UST came as a push at the end of Trump administration, pushed by the 
corn lobby to increase level on ethanol in fielding systems and gas stations. The Energy 
policy act of 2007 did require that slowly we start to add more ethanol into our fuel 
systems to migrate away from petroleum. Looking to make changes to labeling at gas 
pumps. Currently you’ll notice an orange/black sticker with E10 or E15 relative to 
amount of ethanol in the fueling. Looking to remove that color coding requirement to 
replace it with something blue. Something yellow, orange, or red, makes it more cautious. 
Blue is the opposite. In 2000, all car manufacturers were producing cars that could handle 
up to 10% ethanol, now it’s 20%. If they change the labeling requirements on the pumps, 
folks with older cars will be disproportionately affected. It can be damaging to car 
engines and wipe them out. The alternative is to go to premium gas. Those vehicles are 
changing slowly. Other thing the rule proposed is that all tanks and tank component 
equipment will no longer need to be underwriter’s laboratory listing requirement. They 
want all storage vessels to be 100% compatible which is challenging for older models. 
The Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance is going to be launching a Tribal 
UST enforcement pilot program. Tribal gas stations were only 30% compliant across the 
country. So, EPA wanted to do a more targeted enforcement in Indian Country to try and 
get those rates up. In the past EPA would do compliance assistance rather than 
enforcement. But if owners and operators fail to meet federal regulations, they will be 
met with fines, and implemented delivery prohibitions. My goal is trying to get to the 
root cause of non-compliance. Only a 30% compliance rate can be detrimental to the 
limited water and land supplies.  
 
Pat Childers:  UST was a big part of why we changed the mobile source subcommittee 
from just DERA subcommittee, UST, and fuels. Fuels are a major part of potential air 
contamination and crossover the underground storage tank issues, such as ethanol issues 
and RNVP. Fuel quality standards are issuing that Tribes have not focused on that as 
much but thanks to the MSWG to let people know. UST became a “do-something” rule. 
When questioned on who will be doing what, OAR gave NTAA early indications on 
backing down from the rule. Very little chance that OAR after the election wanted to 
move forward with this. Good to hear Vikki talk on this. From a focus perspective, fuels 
are an area that we all need to be better versed on because it’s part of the national agenda 
to move from a different infrastructure. Need to make sure that Indian Country focuses 
on what gasoline is out there and how it affects those vehicles that are commonly found 
on the reservations.  
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Vikki Flowers: I have a colleague that is an advisor to Congress for the Fuels Institute. 
You are right. We are looking at about 3% of car populations are EVs. Average lifespan 
of a vehicle is between 10 and 20 years. The newer cars will be around for a longer time. 
The tanks regulations passed in 1983 required a certain set of standards. They have since 
been updated with the 2018 rule. One challenge is that many tanks were installed after 
1983 rule. These tanks are coming to an end of their life. Stationary operators, such as a 
Tribe where gas station is part of EMP. Will have to start looking at what kind of thanks 
are they going to install to meet demand of customers and changing fuel supply going 
forward. Not a lot of people look at this, but it needs a spotlight. It’s not an air issue but it 
is tangential to it. While automakers are starting to make more hybrid vehicles. There will 
be a sufficient number of vehicles that are going to be used, along with the higher ethanol 
content. These are important to Tribes to be aware of. Contact Vikki anytime about UST. 
Not only are there changes in the gasoline, but in the diesel which burns a B20 blend. 
Meaning 20% of the fuel it is burning is enhanced with a biodiesel resource. Something is 
being changed into a fuel additive and distributed. One challenge with the blend is the 
biofuel component is seeing enhanced bacterial growth which degrades gaskets and 
causes vapor leaks Along with corrosion and degradation of the metal components of 
diesel fuel systems. This affects casinos, health centers, Tribal schools, and emergency 
generators are run on that type of fuel.  
 
Pat Childers: We have some knowledgeable folks and can have them meet with the EC at 
the end of the month when we have our virtual meeting, or when we have our mobile 
source subcommittee, and go over some of these changes that have been happening. 
Some are new, but most of these changes have been going on for some time. It would be 
good to understand the effects of new fuels on older engines, which is always something 
that we have looked to address.  
 
Vikki Flowers: Archer Daniels and the corn lobby have been effective and compelling 
the federal government subsidies to grow corn as well as to process it into ethanol. 
Curious to see what the carbon footprint is for ethanol process. From farm to tank. The 
transport for biofuels cannot go through the current pipeline infrastructure. That creates 
the mobile source component.  
 
Pat Childers: Ethanol is amazing but cannot be transported through pipelines. They are 
blended at the site. Good to know and focus on.   
   

3. NTAA Project Tasks and Updates 
 

A. Upcoming NTAA Events   
 

i. Review of the Agenda for the NTAA EC Meeting of 2021  
NTAA Director: Have a few points to go over. The EC committee requested it be 
virtual. But here at NAU, their account does not allow for phone line features. 
Hoping Pat can provide an EPA link?  
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Pat Childers: I checked on that and should be able to do it. Are you guys doing the 
open call to all the Tribes during that timeframe.  
 
NTAA Director: Can do separate if that is easier for you.  
 
Pat Childers: Let me check if there is a limitation on number of attendees.  
 
Jessie Mroz: It is 10,000. The agency also has zoom capabilities. Whichever you 
would prefer.  
 
Pat Childers: We can do that.  
 
NTAA Director: If you can provide that, and we can include the link to agenda and 
EPA leadership.  
 
Pat Childers: Lets lock down this agenda first before the link because the link won’t 
be a problem. 3 different links, one for each day.  
 
NTAA Director: Monday, review discussions then hear briefings form the American 
Lung Association, National Association of Clean Air Agencies, and Mom’s Clean 
Air Force. So, we would need invitations to those folks. Tuesday the 31st, we would 
have meetings with EPA administration and leadership from OAR. Also, I was 
looking at the recommendations that NTAA made during the agency review team 
before the Biden administration was seated. I thought it would be helpful to ask 
where do we stand on these? For example, the Clean Power Plan. Remind folks of 
the initial recommendations that NTAA provided the review team. In addition, to 
discuss the American Rescue Plan funds. We had earlier call and have more 
clarification on that.  
 
Pat Childers: For the introductions of NTAA and the review of the recommendations 
makes it look like you guys haven’t done anything since then. I would say review 
into the recommendations found in the STAR report, which almost all the Biden 
recommendations are in the report. So, it shows that you have been active since that 
time as well. And brings it the STAR report which is your major product. You could 
go back to the recommendations, but you all have been proactive. Show that you 
gave this report, and you want to know where specific recommendations stand.  
 
NTAA Director: The reason I would bring up those initial recommendations is to 
kind of check to see what EPA has done since then. For example, the EPA has done 
the SAFE vehicle rule, great. We are still looking for something on greenhouse gas 
emissions to just let the administration know here is what we are still looking for.  
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Pat Childers: I was just trying to highlight something that you guys have done. 
That’s all.  
 
R5 Primary: I think the point is. He is trying to make it sound like we are more 
proactive. We have been working. What have you been doing?  
 
NTAA Director: How does this sound. If we say introduction of NTAA STAR 
recommendations, and review of NTAA recommendations by the Biden review 
team. Where do we stand now? 
 
Scott Hansen: We need to be careful with our words. How to we collaborate? How 
do we move forward together? We have been proactive, and how do we, as partners 
move down the path.  
 
Pat Childers: Why can’t we just say introductions in one bullet. Then the next bullet 
is STAR report and recommendations. And then highlight the five we want to focus 
on, or 10 that are in the STAR report.  
 
R5 Primary: I am wondering where do we move forward? And who is we? How 
does EPA move forward with NTAA, something like that. Because this is going to 
be formal record.  
 
Pat Childers: I think that is why we need to be a paper saying, “And these are the 
ones we are talking about specifically.”  
 
NTAA Director: Listed priorities in terms of NAAQS, GHG, MSs, and Oil and Gas 
to discuss as AQ priorities. Move it up on the agenda. Can fine tune these talking 
points. Just want to finalize the time and offices to start working on the invites to 
EPA officials.  
 
Pat Childers: Move those up before the ARP funds.  
 

B. Update on NTAA Work Plan Tasks 
i. Baseline Needs Assessment:  

NTAA Director: Gillian is out on honeymoon, but Syndey Jansen got feedback on 
survey categories. They are working on the questions for topic areas. Had a call 2 
weeks ago and they received feedback on those categories. Still progressing. Waiting 
for Gillian to return back to the office.  
 

ii. EC Update Videos:  
NTAA Director: R6 EC reps are up next. R6 Primary was in touch with HA. Also 
had a call with Chairwoman about the intro video. NTAA would produce two 
videos. 1) orientation around NTAA and 2) how to navigate the website. 
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iii. Mobile App:  
NTAA Director: Hoping to get updates on new tools from EPA and will link that to 
the app.   

 
C. Work Group Updates: 

 
i. IAQ 

 
NTAA Director: Continues to work with EPA staff IAQ directory. Had a call last 
week with Ernie Grooms, been a helpful process. Next steps on the document, they 
are assessing questions. Going to continue with the input they gathered. They are 
still looking for graphics and pictures. Pat will send.  
 

ii. Woodsmoke 
 
NTAA Program Coordinator: We had Larry Brockman on to discuss outreach. He is 
showing feedback on how they want to do outreach for the burn wise program. Good 
opportunity for Tribes. Next Monday will be the deadline to provide any outreach 
tools they can use. Also had Jason from Butte County and he discussed how to 
reduce smoke in their area. Lastly, Bill Dressler was on. He is working on the white 
paper and sent outline to everybody. Need to follow up on and would like to have 
more feedback on best practices for wood stoves. Will have a draft by the end of the 
month.  
 

iii. Mobile Sources  

NTAA Director: Had a call last week, Jessie provided OTAQ updates. Ryan Tsingine is 
now the staff lead along with R6 Primary.  

 
4. NTAA Staff Updates  

 
A. NTAA Staff Updates:  

NTAA Director: Ryan Tsingine is now the part time research assistant. As a PT 
employee. Looking to hire new folks, but tentative with budget limitations. Probably 
won’t have additional funding next year to hire staff.  

 
B. Website Updates: None at this time.   

 
C. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix: Was updated and sent to EC.   

 
5. Regional and Other Updates (If Needed) 

 
A. CAAAC:  

MS sub-committee extended their deadline for folks to join. Some EC expressed interest. 
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B. Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center: 

TAMS has a loaner program issue, there is no money to do all the certifying or fixing equipment. 
Figuring out how to use these funds. NTAA good example. 
 

C. National Tribal Caucus (NTC):  

There’s a call this week, August 11th with partnership groups. Should be interesting. 
Carol will be on and will be taking notes. These are informal meetings, not super 
organized. They are hit or miss with agenda stuff, just go in prepared with top 10 or top 5 
things to talk about for them to notice NTAA. The budget numbers would be good to 
have on hand. Scott and Gerald would be group leads. NTAA Director will help get 
talking points to Carol.   
 
Have three things they want to focus on: GAP guidance, direct implementation, and 
consultation workgroup.  
 

D. ITEP VW Settlement Technical Assistance Program: None 
 

E. National Radon Action Plan : None 
 

F. AAPCA and NACAA: None 
 

G. Moms Clean Air Force: None 
 

H. Regional Updates: None 
 

Next call scheduled for September 13th. 
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