
THE CLEAN POWER PLAN     
AND PROPOSED RULE:  
A SNAPSHOT  
EPA Region 7 

“On June 2, 2014, EPA proposed a commonsense plan to cut 

carbon pollution from power plants. States, cities and businesses 

across the country are already taking action to address the risks 

of climate change. EPA's proposal builds on those actions and is 

flexible - reflecting that different states have a different mix of 

sources and opportunities, and reflecting the important role of 

states as full partners with the federal government in cutting pol-

lution. This proposal will maintain an affordable, reliable energy 

system, while cutting pollution and protecting our health and envi-

ronment now and for future generations.”  

- EPA,  Clean Power Plan website, 2014 

How can we submit comments? 

 NTAA will have template letters for you 

to use at www.ntaatribalair.org.  

 The complete rule can be found at: 

http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-

standards 

 Detailed instructions on how to submit 

comments to EPA can be found here: 

http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-

standards/how-comment-clean-power-

plan-proposed-rule 

 Comment deadline is Oct. 16, 2014 

 

What is this rule? 
NTAA is urging your Tribe to comment on EPA’s  

proposed Clean Power Plan, part of the President’s  

Climate Action Plan to curb global warming caused in 

part by carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from large coal-

fired power plants. As part of the Clean Air Act, EPA is 

authorized to regulate CO2 pollution from existing plants 

in order to meet the goal of reducing CO2 emissions 

30% by 2030. EPA is working with states, tribes, and 

utilities to create state implementation plans and reduce 

carbon pollution based upon 4 building blocks,  

including:  1) Making existing coal plants more efficient, 2) using existing natural gas plants more effectively, 3) increasing 

renewable energy use and 4) increasing end-use energy efficiency.  

NTAA Carbon Webinar Series 
Join NTAA’s free webinar series to help your Tribe craft meaningful comments on this rule. 

  *   September 5th, 11 am PT, “The Carbon Rule: Implications for Indian Country: Panel Discussion” 

  *   September 29th, 11 am PT, “Review of the NTAA comment letter and Tribal template letter” 

Register now at www.ntaatribalair.org  



Question or comments? Please contact: 

 

EPA Region 7 

Impacts to Tribes from climate change: 
EPA is proposing the Clean Power Plan because greenhouse gas (GHG) pollution threatens the American public's 

health and welfare by contributing to long-lasting changes in our climate that can have a range of negative effects 

on human health and the environment. The impacts vary regionally and Native American Tribes are among those 

most impacted by climate change. Like the rest of the nation, Tribal communities are suffering from the health 

and environmental effects of climate change. The Clean Power Plan presents an important opportunity for the 

nation’s 566 federally recognized Indian Tribes to clearly express their perspectives on climate change impacts and 

carbon regulation. 
 

Observed climate impacts in Region 7: 
 There are spreads of pests that previously could not survive cooler climates, potential increases in weed species 

due to more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, higher temperatures, and changes in precipitation and decreas-

es in soil moisture and water availability.  

 The region’s main water supply, the Ogallala Aquifer, is also threatened. Without alternative resources and 

better water management practices, projected temperature increases; more frequent droughts, and higher rates 

of evaporation are likely to further stress the water supply.  

 While tribal communities in Region 7 have adapted to climate change for centuries, they are now constrained 

by physical and political boundaries. Traditional ecosystems and native resources no longer provide the sup-

port they used to. Tribal members have reported the decline or disappearance of culturally important animal 

species, changes in the timing of cultural ceremonies due to earlier onset of spring, and the inability to locate 

certain types of ceremonial wild plants  

Sources:    http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/sectors/indigenous-peoples 

    http://www4.nau.edu/itep/ntaa/air-topics/docs/NTAA-2014StatusTribalAirReport.pdf 

Region 7  NTAA Representatives: 
 Joseph Painter 
 Winnebago Tribe 
 joseph.painter@winnebagotribe.com 
 402-878-4060 
 
 Matthew Malimanek 
 Santee Sioux Nation of Nebraska 
 santeeair@gmail.com 
 402-857-3347 

National Tribal Air Association 
Project Director: 
Andy Bessler 
andy.bessler@nau.edu  
928-523-0526 

Region 7 EPA Tribal Air Coordinator 
Kim Olson  
olson.kim@epa.gov  
913-551-7458  

mailto:olson.kim@epa.gov

