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MEETING MINUTES 

NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING 

January 13th, 2020 

  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 

           
Region 

1 Bill Thompson X   

Region 

6 

Craig 

Kreman X   

Region 

9 

Wilfred J. 

Nabahe X 

  Marvin Cling X     

Cherylin 

Atcitty  X     John C. Parada  

Region 

2 

Angela 

Benedict               

  Steve Smith    

Region 

7 Billie Toledo    

Region 

10 Carol Kriebs X 

Region 

4 Scott Hansen X     

Allison 

Gienapp X     Lucas Bair  

  Tiffany Lozada X             

      

Region 

8 

Randy 

Ashley X   Alaska Ann Wyatt X 

Region 

5 Brandy Toft X     

Linda Weeks 

Reddoor       

  Joy Wiecks X                 

 

EPA Representatives and 

others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 

Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 

Others 

Pat Childers 
OAR X  

Andy Bessler 
X 

 

Ann Marie 

Chischilly, ITEP  
Laura 

McKelvey OAQPS X  
Dara Marks Marino 

X 

 

Chris Lee  

TAMS Center  

Justin Hall 
OAQPS   

Mehrdad Khatibi 
X 

 

Farshid Farsi, 

TAMS Center  

James Payne 
OAQPS X  
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Ernie Grooms 

IAQ 

interim 

lead X  

 

 

   

X = present on the call 

 

 

NTAA Action Items Generated During This Call 

 

ACTION ITEMS RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY 

DUE DATE 

Action Item 1: Prepare welcome letter for the Cahto 

Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria 

NTAA Staff January 20, 

2020 

Action Item 2: Put together a spreadsheet of the officers 

and their terms for the meeting, including a backlog of 

actions. 

EC Secretary and 

Project Director 

Prior to DC 

meeting 

Action Item 3: Send out invites with agenda attached. 

 

NTAA Staff January 20, 

2020 

Action Item 4: Look at Unified Agenda to see if 

Transparency in Science is in the pipeline. 

NTAA Staff January 20, 

2020 

Action Item 5: Once Cleaner Truck Initiative is 

published in the Federal Register, send out request for a 

motion from the EC for a PRK 

NTAA Staff January 20, 

2020 

Action Item 6: Update the list of the comments we have 

made to OAQPS and other offices in the last 18 months. 

 

NTAA Staff Prior to DC 

meeting 

Action Item 7: Investigate for further information on 

CEQ/NEPA, report to EC with information and a 

decision on whether or not to comment.  

 

NTAA Staff January 27, 

2020 

Action Item 8: Write a letter inviting regional EPA staff 

to NTFAQ. 

NTAA Staff January 27, 

2020 

Action Item 9: Send IAQ Assessment to Ernie Grooms. 

 

NTAA Staff January 20, 

2020 
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 NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 

January 13, 2020 

10 am AK / 2 pm ET 

 

1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  

 

A. Invocation 

 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members, NTAA staff, and others. EC Quorum reached. 

 

C. Approval of the December NTAA EC Meeting Notes:  

Minutes and Summary edited to clarify Dara Marks-Marino’s time percentages with the 

two ITEP programs of NTAA and Tribes and Climate Change.  

 

R5 Alternate motion to approve Minutes and Summary, R6 Primary seconded. 

Abstention from R1 Primary. Consensus to approve. 

 

D. Approval of Member Tribe Applications  

Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria 

Submitted by Chairwoman. R1 Primary motion to approve, R10 Primary second. No 

objections, no abstentions. Consensus to approve. Action Item 1: prepare welcome 

letter for the Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria. Brings NTAA to 149 member 

Tribes. 

 

E. Review of new NTAA website and logo  

Website was launched on January 8, 2020. Staff has received about 6 responses from 

Tribes saying it looks great. The website provides the ability for real-time analytics, 

including information on which pages are being looked at and for how long.  

 

F. Discussion of NTAA’s DC meeting 

i. R9 Representation: the EC authorized John Parada to attend the meeting. 

Vallen Cook from TAMS is attending, with TAMS funding his travel.  

 

ii. Review and Approval of the meeting agenda: invitations are ready to go out. 

 

Action Item 2: put together a spreadsheet of the EC officers and their terms for 

the meeting, including a backlog of actions. (Secretary and Project Director to 

complete this).  

 

Motion by R1 Primary to approve, second by R6 Primary. No objections, consensus 

for approval of agenda. 

 

Action Item 3: send out invites with agenda attached. 

 

G. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Response Kits 
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i. Transparency in Science Proposal: https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/6438-

epa-science-rule/0056cd3a5a080415e713/optimized/full.pdf#page=1   

 

On the last call, the EC approved a PRK. There was an update on the last policy call; 

unsure when this will come out. There were many comments opposing the 2018 

proposal, including from NTAA. Once published, NTAA will respond, but currently 

the Scientific Advisory Committee has the proposal tabled. Currently standing by. 

Action Item 4: Look at Unified Agenda to see if it is in the pipeline.  

 

ii. Modernizing the Administrative Exhaustion Requirement for Permitting Decisions 

and Streamlining Procedures for Permit Appeals: 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-12-03/pdf/2019-24940.pdf   

 

The NTAA submitted a request for comment period extension request; no response 

from EPA General Counsel on the extension. Closed January 2. 

 

iii. Cleaner Trucks Initiative: presentation by EPA staff on Mobile Sources work group 

call last week, and a phone call with CARB. ANPR has not gone to Federal Register 

as of yet, so the clock has not yet begun on the 30 day comment period. In the 

ANPR, not really proposing anything. Instead, saying, “Here are our thoughts,” and 

asking questions. EPA is working closely with CARB, and CARB has done 

extensive work on how to reduce emissions from diesel trucks, how to improve 

technologies that can be employed directly onto older engines.  

 

NTAA staff has prepared a request for extension of the comment period and will 

submit that once published in the Federal Register. Extension is unlikely, so need to 

be ready to respond as quickly as possible. 

 

This proposal is not under court order; the timeline was proposed by Administrator 

Wheeler. 

 

NTAA staff was instructed to wait until the ANPR is in the Federal Register before 

asking for a motion from the EC for a PRK. Once it is in, notify the EC. 

 

iv. Other Policy issues EC members wish to address.  

a. Action Item 5: Update the list of the comments we have made to OAQPS 

and other offices in the last 18 months. 

 

b. Ian Fisher sent information on the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) 

proposal to modify implementation of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA). These changes impact how the government addresses topics such as 

climate change in infrastructure development and permitting. NTAA previously 

commented on the Guidance on this same topic, but this is a proposed 

rulemaking. Action Item 6: Investigate for further information, report to EC 

with information and a decision on whether or not to comment.  

 

https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/6438-epa-science-rule/0056cd3a5a080415e713/optimized/full.pdf#page=1
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/6438-epa-science-rule/0056cd3a5a080415e713/optimized/full.pdf#page=1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-12-03/pdf/2019-24940.pdf
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2. NTAA/EPA Updates: EPA Representatives and others joined the call 

A. EPA Updates:  

OAR: 

As of yesterday morning, the American Indian Air Quality Tribal Program (AIAQTP) 

grant was sent out. The Grants office made changes to the format, taking out words like 

“may” and making them “must.” Climate change term was questioned, but ultimately it 

stayed in. There was not a directive to have it removed. 45 day comment period is 

therefore open, which may seem short, but with the review processes going on for grants, 

OAR wants to make sure there are no gaps in the training that is available. A webinar will 

be held for the RFA. ITEP will be submitting a proposal; if NTAA has any 

thoughts/suggestions for what ITEP could do for training courses, etc., please let M. 

Khatibi know separately. 

 

Trainings are planned with EPA staff on afternoon of the 13th when the EC goes to DC. 

Reviews of these trainings always request more presentations from Tribes, so there will 

be 2-3 Tribal presentations for OAR staff. After these trainings are done for headquarters, 

R3 staff have requested to have them done there as well. One issue is that R3 Tribes don’t 

have the experience with air quality, so OAR will reach out to R2 and R4 to participate in 

the event. There will be a brief training from EPA in Ann Arbor on how mobile source 

issues have grown.  

 

R5 Administrator has stepped down, which opens the opportunity for new relationships 

to be formed and the backlog to be addressed. P. Childers will be going to R5 in March to 

discuss programs. R5 Primary is reaching out to Allan Walt, since he is the new division 

director for tribal issues. 

 

OAR was able to tell GAO about trainings that EPA does, and was the first program 

office to talk to the GAO. They were genuinely surprised that OAR does staff training. It 

was an informal, informational, and good meeting, mostly focused on grants. Air comes 

out showing that there is a need for more funding, but that Tribes and EPA do well with 

the funding that there is. 

 

NTFAQ: planning on sending a lot of EPA staff to participate. Would like to have a letter 

from NTAA EC showing support that regional staff is needed at NTFAQ. OAR has to 

have the Assistant Administrator’s signature to approve sending regional staff when costs 

are between $20,000 and $100,000. P. Childers can work with individuals to create letters 

of support. Action Item 7: NTAA staff to write a letter stating importance of having 

staff there.  

 

PFAS issues: they have been hearing a lot from tribes on toxics issues, and they are going 

to be approaching all the partnerships groups. The issues have been around for a couple 

years and in the news recently, and include missing deadlines on EPA’s part. 

 

OAR has funding. Should have a dollar amount in the next week or two for sending out 

to Tribes. There is no rescission this year, so the amount should be slightly higher than 

last year.  
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OAQPS: 

Had a briefing last week with the division director on consultation policy to give her 

background information so she can be more involved.  

 

Internal event called “effectively engaging tribal small businesses and environmental 

justice communities in US air regulations” to get a better understanding of the current 

processes on how to engage with Tribes, administering and putting out regulations, 

streamlining processes, and identifying what is valued by those communities.  

 

Nearly finalized on two of the curriculums: air pollution basics, and air pollution 

monitoring and feedback. Final comments are due in by January 27. Two events coming 

up: International Sensor Conference May 12-15; and Residential Wood Smoke Workshop 

on March 10-12. 

 

3. NTAA Project Tasks and Updates 

 

A. Review of the NTAA EC approved agenda for the NTAA EC Meeting in DC. 

 

NTAA will send an invite letter to P. Tsirigotis and cc L. McKelvey, hopeful she and J. 

Payne can attend as well. Included a longer time period for that meeting, and are being 

more specific about topics. 

 

New ORIA staffing position has not been filled yet. New supervisor will be participating 

for ORIA (Nate McMichaels). 

 

B. Discussion about 2020 NTFAQ 

There was a delay on the Save the Date notice due to contract negotiations. Currently 

waiting on approval from the NAU Office of Native American Initiatives VP that any 

dispute on the contract can take place in the tribe’s jurisdiction.  

 

A draft agenda has been created. With the shorter time period, need to figure out where to 

put Annual Meeting. Next planning call is Tuesday February 21st.  

 

C. Work Group Updates 

i. IAQ: Ernie Grooms is still the interim lead. Work group is planning an informational 

webinar. They remain in communication with HUD as HUD produces the Tribal 

Healthy Homes Guides. Next call in February 20. Would like to know what other 

people’s ideas are on webinars and topics. Action Item 8: Send IAQ Assessment to 

Ernie Grooms. 

 

ii. Wood Smoke: NTAA is a cosponsor of the Residential Wood Smoke conference; R7 

Primary will be speaking there. National legislation for residential wood stove 

change out was reintroduced in the House by Vermont Congressman, similar to 

DERA program with tribal component. Hoping for update on next call.  
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iii. Mobile Sources: On the last call, the workgroup approved the DERA comment 

letter, which was then approved by the EC, and submitted Friday of last week. This 

letter had lots of input from different tribes and thoughts on what could improve the 

DERA program.  

 

EPA’s Jessica Brakora did a presentation about CTI.  

 

Ran out of time for P. Childers’s update. Had the standing update about the VW 

Settlement.  

 

The Green Transportation Summit and Expo announced they are providing 25 

registration waivers to their upcoming conference in March for tribal professionals, 

in order to increase tribal participation in the conference. They are working with L. 

Valiere to develop workshops on DERA, as well as ITEP to do workshops on VW 

Settlement, how to apply, and how to work it with DERA. The GTSE is related to 

the Clean Cities Coalition (with funding from DOE), and they work in all forms of 

greener mobility. They hold this annual conference with workshops and 

opportunities to see what is available in alternative fuels and green transportation. 

 

Next call February 6.  

 

iv. STAR: next call will by January 22. There was a decision on the last call to have a 

sub-working group on the budget analysis. Everyone has received an email with 

information and instructions to gather Priorities, Successes, and Challenges from 

tribes in the region. Please compile onto the form that was linked to. The deadline is 

in the middle of February. 

 

4. NTAA Staff Updates 

 

A. NTAA Staffing: Dara Marks-Marino is now full time with ITEP: 70% Tribes and 

Climate Change/30% NTAA. In process of getting approval to post job description for 

Program Coordinator. Unlikely to be filled before DC meeting. 

 

B. NTAA Website: already covered earlier in the call. 

 

C. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix 

Most of the active items relate to the DC meeting, and reaching out about TAS. 

D. ITEP: VW Settlement Technical Assistance Program: by January15, tribes should receive 

notification from the trustee about becoming a beneficiary for the 3rd round of funding. 

$15 million will be available for the 3rd round. Two month deadline. 70 Tribes are so far 

beneficiaries, 49 from rounds 1 and 2 that have received funding. Tribes that have already 

participated can resubmit new D6 and D4 to participate again, no need to submit for 

beneficiary status. No need to worry about March 15 deadline for beneficiary status. 
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E. National Radon Action Plan: waiting for minutes from the meeting, but one great action 

that came from the meeting was a document with measurements and a matrix on how 

NRAP is doing. This could be an interesting exercise for the NTAA to go through as 

well. 

 

F. AAPCA and NACAA: confirmation on the meeting with NACAA in DC, and their 

conference call happens tomorrow at 4pm ET 

 

G. Regional Updates  

 

R4: State and Tribal QC monitoring meeting coming up in Chattanooga, TN. 

 

R9: RTOC meeting to be held the same week NTAA is in DC 

 

 

NTAA Secretary approves 03/18/2020 

Carol Kriebs 
 


