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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
The Bureau of Air
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794
 
RE: 
Emissions Related Rulemaking Activities and State Implementation Plan 
Development Under Clean Air Act Sec. 111.
 
Director 

Introduction
 
The NTAA is a member
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 
Tribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 
the NTAA may not be 
State of 
government
communication between 
 
In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 
from the public ab
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 
the States to establish appropr
are conducting this outreach to the State of 
working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
the State’s view of establ
outreach to the Tribes. 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 
Units (EGUs) are
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 
outreach and consideration of impact on low
communities, the ANPR does n
requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  

www.ntaatribalair.org  
928.523.0526 office  
928.523.1266 fax   

   

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
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 Request for Consultation and Coordination with Tribes on EPA 
Emissions Related Rulemaking Activities and State Implementation Plan 
Development Under Clean Air Act Sec. 111.

Director Alec Messina

Introduction 

The NTAA is a member
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 
the NTAA may not be 
State of Illinois understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 
government-to-government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 
communication between 

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 
from the public ab
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 
the States to establish appropr
are conducting this outreach to the State of 
working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
the State’s view of establ
outreach to the Tribes. 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 
Units (EGUs) are located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 
outreach and consideration of impact on low
communities, the ANPR does n
requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  

  
  
  

   

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

1021 North Grand Avenue East 

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 

Request for Consultation and Coordination with Tribes on EPA 
Emissions Related Rulemaking Activities and State Implementation Plan 
Development Under Clean Air Act Sec. 111.

Alec Messina: 

The NTAA is a member-based organization wi
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 
the NTAA may not be agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 

understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 
government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 

communication between the federal government and Indian Tribes.

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 
from the public about a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 
the States to establish appropriate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
are conducting this outreach to the State of 
working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
the State’s view of establishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 
outreach to the Tribes.  

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 
outreach and consideration of impact on low
communities, the ANPR does n
requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  
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based organization wi
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 

agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 
understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 

government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 
the federal government and Indian Tribes.

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 

out a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 

iate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
are conducting this outreach to the State of Illinois
working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 

ishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 
outreach and consideration of impact on low
communities, the ANPR does not contemplate any specific outreach or input 
requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  
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Request for Consultation and Coordination with Tribes on EPA 
Emissions Related Rulemaking Activities and State Implementation Plan 
Development Under Clean Air Act Sec. 111. 

based organization with 131 principal member Tribes. 
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 

agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 
understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 

government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 
the federal government and Indian Tribes.

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 

out a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 

iate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
Illinois to indicate our Tribes’ interest in 

working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
ishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 
outreach and consideration of impact on low-income, vulnerable, and indigenous 

ot contemplate any specific outreach or input 
requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  
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Emissions Related Rulemaking Activities and State Implementation Plan 

th 131 principal member Tribes. 
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 

agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 
understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 

government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 
the federal government and Indian Tribes. 

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 

out a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 

iate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
to indicate our Tribes’ interest in 

working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
ishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 

income, vulnerable, and indigenous 
ot contemplate any specific outreach or input 

requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  
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th 131 principal member Tribes. 
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 

agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 
understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 

government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 
 

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 

out a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 

iate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
to indicate our Tribes’ interest in 

working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
ishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 

income, vulnerable, and indigenous 
ot contemplate any specific outreach or input 

requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.  
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th 131 principal member Tribes. The 
organization’s mission is to advance air quality management policies and programs, 
consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of Indian Tribes. As 
such, the NTAA uses its resources to support the efforts of all federally recognized 

ribes in protecting and improving the air quality within their respective 
jurisdictions. Although the organization always seeks to represent consensus 
perspectives on any given issue, it is important to note that the views expressed by 

agreed upon by all Tribes. Further, it is also important that the 
understands interactions with the organization do not substitute for 

government consultation, which can only be achieved through direct 

In October 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed notice of its 
proposal to repeal the Clean Power Plan (CPP).  In December 2017, the EPA also 
issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) to “solicit information 

out a potential future rulemaking to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing electricity generating units, commonly called power plants.”  
Because the EPA now interprets the Clean Air Act (CAA), Sec. 111(d), to defer to 

iate standards of performance for existing sources, we 
to indicate our Tribes’ interest in 

working with the State on issues of interest and importance to the Tribes, including 
ishing standards, the establishment of standards, and 

Of specific concern to the NTAA and its member Tribes, the EPA did not include 
discussion of implications for Indian Country. At least four Electric Generating 

located on Indian lands, and by some estimates, 50 power plants 
are located within 20 miles of Indian lands. Unlike the current CPP, which required 

income, vulnerable, and indigenous 
ot contemplate any specific outreach or input 

requirements from these affected Tribal communities. Thus, the NTAA and its 
member Tribes are especially interested in conducting outreach directly to States.   



Indian Tribes and Climate Change Impacts
 
The NTAA has previously identified the real effects of climate change on Indian Tribes caused 
by the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.  EGUs are the single largest source of CO2 pollution in our nation, emitt
approximately 2.3 billion tons annually, which comprises 40% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
the U.S. CO2 pollution impacts human health and the environment in a number of ways. The 
impacts vary regionally and seasonally and may include longer, more
heat waves; more intense precipitation events and storm surges; and less precipitation and more 
prolonged drought. The negative health effects associated with climate change are especially 
damaging for vulnerable populations incl
already in poor health.
 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages are not immune from the effects of climate change. 
Like the rest of the nation, its populations are suffering from the health effects
Further, Tribes are seeing the effects of climate change through increased storm surges, erosion, 
and flooding; prolonged droughts never seen in modern times; and increased fires and insect pest 
outbreaks in their forests. These are jus
lands of the nation’s 573 federally recognized Tribes.
 
Indian Tribes are also affected much differently than the rest of the nation as their cultures are 
highly integrated into the ecosystems of Nor
dependent on the use of fish, wildlife, and native plants. Even where Tribal economies are 
integrated into the national economy, Tribal cultural identities continue to be deeply rooted in the 
natural enviro
Tribes as distinct cultures may be at risk. The loss of traditional cultural practices, due to 
climate-driven die
to be too much for some Tribal cultures to withstand on top of other external pressures that they 
face. 
 
Climate-driven disruption of biological communities is also having a considerable effect on the 
treaty rights of Indian Tribes. Many 
for Tribes on their lands and in the usual and accustomed areas. Some Tribes are finding that the 
animals and/or plants on which they depend for their cultural practices and identity have either
migrated to lands not under their control or have disappeared altogether. How does one begin to 
value this type of loss for a Tribe? Further, CO2 emitted today can remain in the atmosphere up 
to 100 years, meaning that the full impacts of these emissions 
not be seen until many years into the future.
 
In May 2014, the NTAA released the Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) that identifies regional 
impacts from climate change, impacts that the NTAA has highlighted to varying deg
subsequent STARs i
are spreads of pests that previously could not survive cooler climates, potential increases in weed 
species due to more CO2 in the atmosphere, higher tempe
decreases in soil moisture and water availability. The region’s main water supply, the Ogallala 
Aquifer, is also threatened. Without alternative resources and better water management practices, 
projected temperature i
likely to further stress the water supply.
more frequent, cold periods are becoming rarer, and snow and ice are arriving later in t
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Indian Tribes and Climate Change Impacts

AA has previously identified the real effects of climate change on Indian Tribes caused 
by the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.  EGUs are the single largest source of CO2 pollution in our nation, emitt
approximately 2.3 billion tons annually, which comprises 40% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
the U.S. CO2 pollution impacts human health and the environment in a number of ways. The 
impacts vary regionally and seasonally and may include longer, more
heat waves; more intense precipitation events and storm surges; and less precipitation and more 
prolonged drought. The negative health effects associated with climate change are especially 
damaging for vulnerable populations incl
already in poor health.

Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages are not immune from the effects of climate change. 
Like the rest of the nation, its populations are suffering from the health effects
Further, Tribes are seeing the effects of climate change through increased storm surges, erosion, 
and flooding; prolonged droughts never seen in modern times; and increased fires and insect pest 
outbreaks in their forests. These are jus
lands of the nation’s 573 federally recognized Tribes.

Indian Tribes are also affected much differently than the rest of the nation as their cultures are 
highly integrated into the ecosystems of Nor
dependent on the use of fish, wildlife, and native plants. Even where Tribal economies are 
integrated into the national economy, Tribal cultural identities continue to be deeply rooted in the 
natural environment. As climate change disrupts biological communities, the survival of some 
Tribes as distinct cultures may be at risk. The loss of traditional cultural practices, due to 

driven die-off or range shift of culturally significant plant and animal s
to be too much for some Tribal cultures to withstand on top of other external pressures that they 

driven disruption of biological communities is also having a considerable effect on the 
treaty rights of Indian Tribes. Many 
for Tribes on their lands and in the usual and accustomed areas. Some Tribes are finding that the 
animals and/or plants on which they depend for their cultural practices and identity have either
migrated to lands not under their control or have disappeared altogether. How does one begin to 
value this type of loss for a Tribe? Further, CO2 emitted today can remain in the atmosphere up 
to 100 years, meaning that the full impacts of these emissions 
not be seen until many years into the future.

In May 2014, the NTAA released the Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) that identifies regional 
impacts from climate change, impacts that the NTAA has highlighted to varying deg
subsequent STARs i
are spreads of pests that previously could not survive cooler climates, potential increases in weed 
species due to more CO2 in the atmosphere, higher tempe
decreases in soil moisture and water availability. The region’s main water supply, the Ogallala 
Aquifer, is also threatened. Without alternative resources and better water management practices, 
projected temperature i
likely to further stress the water supply.
more frequent, cold periods are becoming rarer, and snow and ice are arriving later in t
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Indian Tribes and Climate Change Impacts

AA has previously identified the real effects of climate change on Indian Tribes caused 
by the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.  EGUs are the single largest source of CO2 pollution in our nation, emitt
approximately 2.3 billion tons annually, which comprises 40% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
the U.S. CO2 pollution impacts human health and the environment in a number of ways. The 
impacts vary regionally and seasonally and may include longer, more
heat waves; more intense precipitation events and storm surges; and less precipitation and more 
prolonged drought. The negative health effects associated with climate change are especially 
damaging for vulnerable populations incl
already in poor health. 

Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages are not immune from the effects of climate change. 
Like the rest of the nation, its populations are suffering from the health effects
Further, Tribes are seeing the effects of climate change through increased storm surges, erosion, 
and flooding; prolonged droughts never seen in modern times; and increased fires and insect pest 
outbreaks in their forests. These are jus
lands of the nation’s 573 federally recognized Tribes.

Indian Tribes are also affected much differently than the rest of the nation as their cultures are 
highly integrated into the ecosystems of Nor
dependent on the use of fish, wildlife, and native plants. Even where Tribal economies are 
integrated into the national economy, Tribal cultural identities continue to be deeply rooted in the 

nment. As climate change disrupts biological communities, the survival of some 
Tribes as distinct cultures may be at risk. The loss of traditional cultural practices, due to 

off or range shift of culturally significant plant and animal s
to be too much for some Tribal cultures to withstand on top of other external pressures that they 

driven disruption of biological communities is also having a considerable effect on the 
treaty rights of Indian Tribes. Many 
for Tribes on their lands and in the usual and accustomed areas. Some Tribes are finding that the 
animals and/or plants on which they depend for their cultural practices and identity have either
migrated to lands not under their control or have disappeared altogether. How does one begin to 
value this type of loss for a Tribe? Further, CO2 emitted today can remain in the atmosphere up 
to 100 years, meaning that the full impacts of these emissions 
not be seen until many years into the future.

In May 2014, the NTAA released the Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) that identifies regional 
impacts from climate change, impacts that the NTAA has highlighted to varying deg
subsequent STARs issued in 2015, 2016, and 2017. 
are spreads of pests that previously could not survive cooler climates, potential increases in weed 
species due to more CO2 in the atmosphere, higher tempe
decreases in soil moisture and water availability. The region’s main water supply, the Ogallala 
Aquifer, is also threatened. Without alternative resources and better water management practices, 
projected temperature increases, more frequent droughts, and higher rates of evaporation are 
likely to further stress the water supply.
more frequent, cold periods are becoming rarer, and snow and ice are arriving later in t

  
  
  

Indian Tribes and Climate Change Impacts

AA has previously identified the real effects of climate change on Indian Tribes caused 
by the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.  EGUs are the single largest source of CO2 pollution in our nation, emitt
approximately 2.3 billion tons annually, which comprises 40% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
the U.S. CO2 pollution impacts human health and the environment in a number of ways. The 
impacts vary regionally and seasonally and may include longer, more
heat waves; more intense precipitation events and storm surges; and less precipitation and more 
prolonged drought. The negative health effects associated with climate change are especially 
damaging for vulnerable populations including the elderly, young children, and those individuals 

Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages are not immune from the effects of climate change. 
Like the rest of the nation, its populations are suffering from the health effects
Further, Tribes are seeing the effects of climate change through increased storm surges, erosion, 
and flooding; prolonged droughts never seen in modern times; and increased fires and insect pest 
outbreaks in their forests. These are just a few snapshots of what is happening on and around the 
lands of the nation’s 573 federally recognized Tribes.

Indian Tribes are also affected much differently than the rest of the nation as their cultures are 
highly integrated into the ecosystems of Nor
dependent on the use of fish, wildlife, and native plants. Even where Tribal economies are 
integrated into the national economy, Tribal cultural identities continue to be deeply rooted in the 

nment. As climate change disrupts biological communities, the survival of some 
Tribes as distinct cultures may be at risk. The loss of traditional cultural practices, due to 

off or range shift of culturally significant plant and animal s
to be too much for some Tribal cultures to withstand on top of other external pressures that they 

driven disruption of biological communities is also having a considerable effect on the 
treaty rights of Indian Tribes. Many such treaties preserve hunting, fishing, and gathering rights 
for Tribes on their lands and in the usual and accustomed areas. Some Tribes are finding that the 
animals and/or plants on which they depend for their cultural practices and identity have either
migrated to lands not under their control or have disappeared altogether. How does one begin to 
value this type of loss for a Tribe? Further, CO2 emitted today can remain in the atmosphere up 
to 100 years, meaning that the full impacts of these emissions 
not be seen until many years into the future. 

In May 2014, the NTAA released the Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) that identifies regional 
impacts from climate change, impacts that the NTAA has highlighted to varying deg

ssued in 2015, 2016, and 2017. 
are spreads of pests that previously could not survive cooler climates, potential increases in weed 
species due to more CO2 in the atmosphere, higher tempe
decreases in soil moisture and water availability. The region’s main water supply, the Ogallala 
Aquifer, is also threatened. Without alternative resources and better water management practices, 

ncreases, more frequent droughts, and higher rates of evaporation are 
likely to further stress the water supply. And in the Great Lakes region, h
more frequent, cold periods are becoming rarer, and snow and ice are arriving later in t

   
   
   

Indian Tribes and Climate Change Impacts 

AA has previously identified the real effects of climate change on Indian Tribes caused 
by the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.  EGUs are the single largest source of CO2 pollution in our nation, emitt
approximately 2.3 billion tons annually, which comprises 40% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
the U.S. CO2 pollution impacts human health and the environment in a number of ways. The 
impacts vary regionally and seasonally and may include longer, more
heat waves; more intense precipitation events and storm surges; and less precipitation and more 
prolonged drought. The negative health effects associated with climate change are especially 

uding the elderly, young children, and those individuals 

Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages are not immune from the effects of climate change. 
Like the rest of the nation, its populations are suffering from the health effects
Further, Tribes are seeing the effects of climate change through increased storm surges, erosion, 
and flooding; prolonged droughts never seen in modern times; and increased fires and insect pest 

t a few snapshots of what is happening on and around the 
lands of the nation’s 573 federally recognized Tribes. 

Indian Tribes are also affected much differently than the rest of the nation as their cultures are 
highly integrated into the ecosystems of North America, and many Tribal economies are heavily 
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