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A message from Pastor Todd:

New Beginnings
Hello, Evangelical United Church of Christ Highland Illinois. My name is
Reverend Todd Bean, and I am the new Transitional Pastor here at EVUCC. I
thought in my first newsletter article I would take the opportunity to tell you a
little about myself in the form of an interview. These are questions I have
received already since I started my ministry here at EVUCC on April 5, 2021.

What should we call you?
Either Pastor Todd or Todd is what I am used to being called.
Can you tell us about your family?
I am married to Reverend Shana Johnson. Shana is the Conference Minister of
the Illinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ. We met at Greenville College and have been married for 29 years. We have two daughters.
Abigail (Abby) is 25 years old and lives in downtown Chicago. Abby works at
Ulta Beauty corporate. Megan is 24 years old and lives in Hendersonville, Tennessee. Hendersonville is 20
minutes outside of Nashville Tennessee. Megan recently graduated from the University of Tennessee.
My Mom lives in Temecula, California. I have an older sister, Kristin, who lives in Nashville, Indiana and a
younger sister, Mysti, who lives in Glendora, California.
We also have two doggies. Joseph is a little cocker spaniel. Joey is 8 years old. Esther is a border collie/lab
mix. Esther is 2 years old. Good Biblical names of course.
Are you familiar with the southern Illinois area?
Yes. I was born in Centralia, Illinois. My grandfather was a pastor in Centralia for years and my father was a
pastor in southern Illinois for several years as well. I find it an honor and a privilege to be in ministry in the
same area where my father and grandfather once served. I attended Greenville College and always came to
Highland to see movies at the Lory theatre, hike around Silver Lake, and shop at Walmart.
What do you like to do in your free time?
I love to run. I have been a lifelong runner. It has always been my time for physical and spiritual renewal. I
enjoy reading and continuing to learn. I love spending time with my family and my little furry friends Esther
and Joey. I enjoy traveling and I love spending time with friends and meeting new people. I also enjoy watching sports. I am a true St. Louis Cardinals baseball fan and a Dallas Cowboy football fan.
Where did you go to school and how long have you been a pastor?
I graduated from Greenville College in 1992 with a Bachelor of Science in marketing. In 1997, I graduated
from Webster University with a Master of Arts in business marketing. I attended seminary at Eden Theological Seminary in Webster Groves, Missouri and graduated and was ordained in 2007. I have been an ordained
pastor for 14 years. I have served churches in the St. Louis and Chicago areas. Before becoming a pastor, I
worked in both non-profit and for-profit arenas.
(continued on page 2)
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A message from Pastor Todd: New Beginnings (cont.)
What is your favorite scripture?
Jeremiah 29:11 has to be one of my favorite scriptures.
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give
you a future and a hope.”
Transition for a pastor and a church is hard. During these times of uncertainty, this scripture gives me
hope. A hope I can only find in and through Christ. Knowing God is taking care of things takes a load off
my mind.
I look forward to getting to know every one of you in the days and weeks to come. Although I am a transitional pastor, I am your pastor for this space and time in the life of EVUCC. Please feel free to stop by the
office and see me. My designated office hours are Monday – Thursday from 9 am -12pm.
You can always reach me on my cell phone or email.
My cell phone number is (636) 697-7985 and my email is tbean@evucc.org.
May God bless and keep each of you and may God bless our time in ministry together.
Blessings,
Pastor Todd

Wednesday Devotions on Facebook
We are told in the Ten Commandments "to keep the Sabbath and make it Holy." Going to worship once a week is
good, but there is a lot of time from one Sunday to the next. Did you know there is a way for you to keep up with,
and get a little sneak peak, at what will be going on Sunday mornings? Check out the EvUCC Facebook Page every
Wednesday morning for a devotion with Pastor Todd.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
The group is getting back to together! Wednesday mornings 9-11am you can get in on the
fun, and maybe even learn a little, with this Bible study group. Only think you need to bring?
Well... Your Bible and yourself. That's it. This group will be studying a new book from the
Bible each month. Come each week, or any week; the important thing is to come and learn
more about our holy scriptures.

OUTDOOR CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Confirmation will be held at an outdoor service (weather permitting) on May 23rd at 9am. Our
Confirmands are making the decision to follow Christ with the help of their church family
around them. Please come support and celebrate this special and important time in their lives
and model what it means to walk together on this journey!
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Vacation Bible School 2021
June 7—11
Come ROAR! along with your friends at EvUCC’s
Vacation Bible School June 7-11, 2021. We will be in
person using the outdoor spaces of the church’s
campus as much as possible, but also having indoor
activities. Kids 4 years old through those who will be
completing 5th grade are welcomed to attend VBS as
participants, and those who are completing 6th grade
and older are welcomed to attend VBS as helpers/
volunteers. There’s more information to come, but you
can pre-register by visiting www.evucchighland.org/VBS_2021.

Summer Sunday School
June 13; July 11; August 15
Sunday School classes for the kids and students of EvUCC don’t just meet for the regular
school year, but they also meet in the summer time! Of course families take vacations to
recharge their batteries and create lasting memories together, just like the Sunday School
teachers do during the summer. This year the Board of Christian Education and new
Director of Christian Education, Craig Bielke, are working together with volunteers from
the congregation to have IN-PERSON Summer Sunday School once per month. These are
the dates Summer Sunday School classes will meet following worship:
Sunday, June 13, 10am
Sunday, July 11, 10am
Sunday, August 15, 10am
Weather permitting, class will be held outside, but
we can duck into the building if inclement weather
arises. Masks and social distancing guidelines will
be in place regardless of being inside or outside
because everyone’s health and safety are a top
priority.
Have questions or want to help out? Connect with
Craig Bielke (cbielke@evucc.org) or call the church
office at 618-654-7459
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Baccalaureate
Highland Area Ministerial Alliance is hosting Baccalaureate Service for our 2021 HHS Graduates on
Wednesday May 12th at Highland Hope Church, 12846 Daiber Road at 7pm.

Due to COVID-19, we are following the school's mitigation plan; therefore, this year the event is by invitation.
Each graduate is allowed two guests, doors will open at 6:30pm. The service will be livestreamed via the Highland Hope Facebook page. Fully vaccinated people are not included in the number restrictions; however all
attendees are required to mask-up.
Thank you to EvUCC Seniors: Jenna Fenton, Clayton Mallard and Maggie Von Hatten who were part of this
year’s Baccalaureate planning committee.

Senior Recognition and Scholarship Award Sunday will be May 16th at 9:00 a.m.
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Notes from the March Consistory Meeting:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

A motion was passed accepting the nomination of Denise Rhines as a
member of the Consistory.
A motion was passed accepting Marla Baer as the new Vice-President of
the Consistory.
A motion was passed accepting the resignations of Amy Knackstedt and
Eric Augustin from the
Consistory.
A motion was passed to extend a call agreement to Pastor Todd Bean for the transitional minister
position. The church has signed a 1-year contract with which can be extended in three-month
increments as we begin the search for a settled pastor.
A motion was passed to donate $200 to the Highland High School Prom After Party Committee for an
event being coordinated for 2021 HS Seniors.
The Consistory is in search of a volunteer to serve on the Consistory as the Treasurer of the church.
The church has applied (and received) a second Paycheck Protection Program loan. The first PPP loan from
2020 was forgiven by the state and will not require repayment. We will apply for forgiveness for the 2021
loan as well.
The daycare and preschool have applied (and have been accepted to receive) the Childcare Restoration
Grant through the State of Illinois.
A Part-Time Groundskeeper/Maintenance Asst. position has been approved for 10-15 hours a week.
Interviews have been conducted and a candidate has been selected.
A Constitution and Bylaw Sub-Committee has been developed to review our current Constitution and
Bylaws for needed amendments. The committee currently consists of Pam Schneider, Tom Timm and Vicky
Bimes.

LAY READERS
We are also looking for “Lay Readers”. A Lay Reader is the
person who stands up during worship to read the scripture
aloud. If you would like to be added to our volunteer list to
be a Lay Reader, please contact the church office.

As we head back into in-person worship, we would like to have an updated
list of volunteers to be added to our usher ministry. If you are interested
in helping us out at our 9 a.m. worship service as an usher, please contact
the church office.
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MISSION BOARD PAPER PROJECT
For Kindercottage
Paper, Paper, Paper!
Our friends at Kindercottage in East St. Louis are in need of all types of paper products for personal
sanitation and for cleaning the school and child care center. They also need kitchen and office paper
supplies.
Donations can be dropped off in the designated box in the church lobby from May 2—May 16.
Additionally, Mission Board members will be available to accept donations from 9 to 11 a.m at
the main entrance to the church on Sunday, May 16th.

Monetary donations for this special mission may be made to UniPres Kindercottage. You may leave
your donation at the church office.
Brenda Crisp, Kindercottage manager, has scheduled a facility and property clean up day for
Saturday, May 15 beginning at 8 am. More details on that at a later time. Brenda welcomes our help
with this activity as well.
Here's what's needed:
Kleenex

Letter sized envelopes

Paper Towels

Paper napkins

Toilet paper

Sturdy paper plates

Computer paper

Paper cold cups

Primary student writing tablets

Save paper!

Read this newsletter online (in COLOR!) on our website:

evucchighland.org
OR
If you would prefer to receive it electronically, let the church office know and
we will add you to our email list!
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HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL
We held registration on Sat. April 10th from 8-10 a.m. We had many families return with Open House paperwork to register. It’s not too late to get paperwork for fall registration. Interested parties can call 654-7600 to
inquire about our program.
Peppermint will be celebrating 50 years this upcoming school year. We would like to gather pictures,
information, stories, or any memorabilia from the past 50 years. If you have something you would like to
share, please contact Ms. Elaine @ 654-7600 or at efenton@peppermintpreschoolhighland.com. We do have
class pictures from 2004-present but would love to see any that past students have.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS- we are looking for a design to help us celebrate our 50th year. We would like any
designs you come up with by May 30th. We would like to use the chosen design for advertising, signage and
possibly a t-shirt! Please spread the word to all past Peppermint students/families and let us see the creativity!
We did well with our 2nd Mazzio’s night! Thanks to all who ordered!
We will be concluding the 2020-21 school year mid-May. We will hold graduation in the sanctuary on
Monday, May 17th for all 4’s and AK-er’s who will be moving on to Kindergarten. We have a fun last day
planned for all 3’s on Tues., May 18 from 8:30-10 a.m. This will conclude our school year. We are all looking
forward to summer break, and hopefully a healthier fall!
Peppermint School is still collecting aluminum can tabs and old keys for Ronald McDonald House Charities,
Prairie Farms milk lids, which earn us .05 cents per lid, any type of plastic lids for Leaps of Love, and Best
Choice labels (Tru-Buy brand). Containers are placed in the Peppermint Hallway or arrangements can be
made to drop off by calling Ms. Elaine at 654-7600.
Miss Elaine and the Peppermint Staff

DUBOIS CENTER CAMP
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Would you like to send your child to
DuBois church camp this summer?
Did you know that EvUCC offers
camp scholarships? It’s true! Register
your child for the camp he/she would
like to attend. Your Cost: the registration fee. EvUCC will cover the rest
once your child attends.
DuBois
Center camp schedules are available in
the office and on-line at:
duboiscenter.org.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
We Extend our Sympathy and Rejoice
in the Promise of Resurrection with...

CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF SERVICE

The family of JoAnn and Keith Hug. JoAnn
passed away on March 23 and Keith passed
away on March 25.

Thank you to Jim Johns and Gene Redman
who have faithfully served as counters (of
offering).

The family of Betty Dresch. Betty passed
away on March 26.

Thank you to the Wednesday Morning Bible
Study group for the beautiful metal flower
display at Easter and the donations to the
many local charities that benefitted from
them.

The family of Lynn Beil. Lynn passed away on
March 31.
The family of Walter Steiner. Walter passed
away on April 8.

Thank you to Steve and Bonnie Theims for
the lovely fresh flower display gracing the
chancel area around the altar on Easter.

The family of Joan Niemann. Joan passed
away on April 16.
The family of Al (Dick) Barth. Al passed away
on April 21.

Please Continue to Pray for...
Connie Louer Abert, Florence Collmann, Robert
Dalluge, Sally Ferguson, Tierney Haas (Bob
Nagel’s granddaughter), Betty Kamm, Kevin
Korte, Betty Legier, Billy Luitjohan, Darleen
Phillips, Priscilla Plocher, Alicia Rayner (Al &
Shirley Flath’s daughter), Sandra Reinacher,
Rebecca Robertson (Missy Loyet’s sister-in-law
and Mazzy’s mom), Joan Sackett, Laura Schmitt,
Don Shimer, Elva Tucker, Finnley Walton and
Sharon Wheeler (Craig and Becky Wheeler’s
daughter-in-law).

PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW IF
YOU HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS
OR IF WE NEED TO UPDATE OUR PRAYER
LIST IN ANY WAY. MAY THE PEACE OF
CHRIST BE WITH YOU THROUGHOUT THE
MONTH!
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May 1
Renee Fuller
May 2
Claire Schneider
Reed Schneider

May 9
Eric Hegger
Steve Schmitt
Betty Tschannen
May 10
Margaret Louer

May 3
Easton Belford
Olivia Neske
Delores Rinderer
Kae Schmitt
Pam Schmitt
Sharon Young

May 11
Leah Frey
Joan Sackett

May 4
Arnold Meyer
Ellen Seger

May 12
Jeremy Fenton
Bonnie Thiems

May 14
Brianna Barton
Hank Dietz
Bob Nagel
Liam Short

May 7
Carole Drewer
Kenneth Mesle

May 16
Robin Schuster

May 17
Scott Schmitt

May 20
Kevin Neudecker
May 21
Sheila Beil
Blake Rinderer

May 27
Alexis Barton
McKenna Barton
Karen Munie
Barb Winters

May 23
Kendall Becker
Lane Rinderer
Brayden Shaw

May 28
Hannah Johnson
Lauren Loyet

May 18
Kyle Ernst
Katie Henricks
Ryan Kreher
Scott Schuetz

May 24
Tristan Buss
Lucille Daiber
Denise Rhines
Jensyn Suhre
Leonard Suhre

May 29
June Neier
Emma Rivas
Madison Roy
Teresa Zobrist

May 19
Beth Grohmann
Tracee Lauth
Frank Michaelis

May 26
Gary Gaehle

May 31
Angela Kueper

May 18
Kyle Ernst

May 5
Jaxton Black
Darrell Johns
Pat Zobrist

May 6
Maurice Frey
Gavin Goodwin

May 15
James Katich
Colton Prott

Day of Discipleship – May 1, 2021 – via Zoom
STRENGTHENING THE TIES

THAT BIND US TOGETHER

Our ministries, our ways of connecting with our members and our community, and our ways of utilizing
technology have changed and evolved during the past year. Let’s gather to learn how we can share resources and ideas which can strengthen the work of the Church. The event will take place on Zoom with
the opportunity to attend 3 of 6 different workshops. Click here to register.
WORKSHOP Choices–You do not need to choose your workshops at this time! You will choose
your workshops during the event.
WORKSHOP #1 – “Blest Be the Zoom that Binds” Panelist – Rev. Christy Eckert, St John UCC Trenton and Dale Ritzel, COGS, Carbondale Learn more about using Zoom for worship services, meetings, &
staying connected. Join a frank discussion about pros & cons, costs, what works & what doesn't, & future
possibilities for using Zoom.
WORKSHOP #2 - “From the Mail Box to the Zoom Box: Communicating Effectively with Multiple
Generations.” Panelist – Rev. Michelle Torigian, St Paul UCC Belleville This past year has made us rethink much of the way we communicate with each other. While many are embracing Zoom, others are
still relying on newsletters, phone calls, and radio. Let’s talk about creative ways to communicate with
ALL generations in our churches and communities to ensure that no one gets left out of our communications.
WORKSHOP #3 – “From Virtual to Hybrid—How do we choose?” Panelist – Katie Hotze-Wilton,
Eden Theological Seminary There is so much technology to choose from and so much to learn. What
questions should we be asking? And who will become the tech steward? Finding the answers together.
WORKSHOP #4 - “Live-streaming Your Church Events” Panelists: Rev. Jeremy Wood, Salem UCC,
Alhambra and Rev. Don Wagner, St. Paul UCC, Lebanon Live-streaming” is not as scary as it sounds.
With the expertise of two of our ISC churches that have been live-steaming their services, you can learn
why you should and how you can implement live-streaming, as well as learn how to avoid the pitfalls of
live broadcasting.
WORKSHOP #5 – “From Despair to Hope: Addressing Mental Health & Suicide”
Panelist – Rev. Tim Darmour-Paul, Grantfork UCC & Rev. Lori Schafer, St John Midway UCC Moro
Through the past year, the COVID-19 pandemic has heightened the stresses that provoke mental health
challenges, including suicidal thinking. What can people of faith say and do to promote mental health in
these difficult times? How can our congregations get involved? Sometimes the hardest thing to do is to
talk about it. Come to this workshop to get involved in the conversation and to perhaps learn a skill that
could save a life.

WORKSHOP #6 - “Town Hall Conversation with Low-Tech & No-Tech Congregations” Panelist –
Rev. Andy Wilson, St John’s UCC Smithton & Rev. Rosemary Captain, St John UCC Fairview Heights
Are you a member of a low-tech or no-tech congregation, and are you feeling overwhelmed by all the
technological demands of the pandemic? Do you feel like your congregation is being left behind in ministry and outreach because your congregation is not technologically savvy? This breakout session will talk
about engaging in fruitful ministry, even though they are not serving technologically advanced churches.
Also, this will be a space for open dialog and exchange of ideas for all churches (laity and clergy alike) to
share their experiences.
•
•

Fee for the event: $25/person. Registration link If you need assistance with the fee, please contact
the ISC registrar at jriechmann@iscucc.org
Schedule for the day:

8:45 am - 9:00 am Participants log in
9:00 am - 9:30 am Opening devotion and presentation of schedule
9:30 am - 10:10 am Session A
10:20 am - 11:00 am Session B
11:10 am - 11:50 am Session C
The 40-minute session times are intended to offer the last ten minutes (at least) for questions and comments from the attendees. Ten-minute breaks between the session will allow all participants to get away
from their screens for a bit and choose their next workshop. All six workshops will be available for all three
session times.
Go to http://www.iscucc.org to register.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Below is a note from Darlene Nagel that was inadvertently left out of
last month’s Evangelines. Darlene was honored for her years of
dedication on April 11th at the 9 a.m. worship service. We Thank
you, Darlene for all you’ve done in the name of our God and for the
good of our Christian Education program!
By now several of you have probably heard that I will be retiring as Director of Children’s Ministries. After
starting this position with Pastor Susan over 30 years ago, I have accumulated many wonderful memories and
friendships. The memories over the years include working with several pastors and office staff, our “no pew
empty” Sunday School Christmas programs, the many different themed Vacation Bible School programs
enjoyed by the whole community, and all the varied outreach programs such as PBJ Fridays, Holy Cow booth,
Trunk and Treat, etc. But some of the best memories are all the children and families that I got to know while
serving our God and church. I am grateful for the many volunteers that I worked with and their talents and
dedication that they brought to our Christian education programs. After a transition period helping Craig get
acquainted with his new job I will still be around, just in a different role. Thank you for the wonderful memories
and opportunity to serve our church.
Blessings
Darlene Nagel
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AT 8 A.M. ON WGEL 101.7FM
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