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Reinforcing the Foundation
In his book, Shaped By The Bible, author William Willimon uses the following illustration to get his readers to
start thinking about what makes the church different from any other organization.
“I can’t figure it out,” he said to me. He was a professor at the local college, a brilliant mathematician who spent
his day figuring out tough problems. So when he said that he couldn’t understand something, I sat up and took
notice. “I can’t figure out what makes the church different than other organizations. Our pastor is always
urging us to invite someone to church with us, saying that we need more members. And I sit there, asking
myself, “Why would I invite someone to be a part of this?” He continued, “It isn’t that I’m opposed to the church.
Who could be opposed to the church? I don’t have anything against what we do there on a Sunday morning. It’s
just...” “It’s just what?” I asked. “It’s just that I don’t see anything different or special about what we do on
Sunday in church, and what’s going on at any number of other very helpful organizations. Friendliness?
Caring? I get all that at Rotary. And when the pastor preaches it’s mostly advice. Mostly good advice, but no
different from that which I might get anywhere else. Advice about how to raise my kids, how to have a happy
marriage, how to get along in life. At least Rotary meets at a convenient time of the week.”
I think it is important for us to know what differentiates the Church from other organizations. We are a
people of the Book—the Bible that is. The Bible is the story of God’s people on a journey towards living
together as God’s people. At EVUCC our calling is to continue the journey as God’s people discovering together how to live more full, more faithful, more Biblically centered lives. Our church is necessary, not because
we do good things in the community; after all, there are many other worthy agencies that do good things for
the community. Our church is important not because our members are particularly friendly and inclusive,
after all, the members at the country club are friendly too. Our church is unique because of our shared belief
in Jesus Christ and commitment to ordering our congregational life on Biblical teachings. This is when we are
our best…when Christ is our foundation.
We have a different model, a different purpose, and a different calling. As a faith community, we are
to be the body of Christ unified in continuing the work, mission, and ministry of Jesus Christ.
In Acts chapter 2 verses 42-47 we find the model for the Christian Church. It says:
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.
44 All the believers were together and had everything in
common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave
to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.
(Continued on page 2)
42
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Reinforcing the Foundation (Continued from Page 1)
Within this text we find the model or what I like to call “The Pillars” for a healthy church. These Pillars have
been around for over 2,000 years. The Pillars of a healthy church are:

Worship & Christian Education

42

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

Stewardship
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods,

44
45

Mission

45...

they gave to anyone as they had need.

Fellowship

46Every

day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

Evangelism

47

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.

We just celebrated Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Let’s now partner with the Holy Spirit and
model our lives and our church after these Pillars. Let’s pour ourselves into continuing the mission and
ministry of Jesus Christ. Let our community and the world see what differentiates us as Christians and how
by sharing the love of Jesus Christ through the Pillars of the Church we are changing lives in Christ like
ways .

Blessings, Pastor Todd
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Vacation Bible School at EvUCC
June 7—11
All children ages 4 and up are welcome to join us for a week
of adventure! At Roar this summer, kids will explore God’s
goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them
through this wild life. Roar VBS runs June 7-11, 9am-12pm.
Invite all the kids you know - registration for children and volunteers is now open and can be done online by following this
link: https://forms.gle/BR2MAvu8a9gmyqP6A

VOLUNTEERING for VBS is easy, fun, and helps kids get to
know more about God and their faith. Think you have a day,
two days, or the whole week you can offer to volunteer? Decorators, teacher helpers, snack servers, game setter-uppers. If you think you want to help out, there’s
a job for you during VBS. Give Craig Bielke, Director of Christian Education, an email at:
cbielke@evucc.org.

Summer Sunday School
June 13; July 11; August 15
Sunday School classes for the kids and students of EvUCC don’t just meet for the regular school year, but
they also meet in the summer time! Of course families take vacations to
recharge their batteries and create lasting memories together, just like the Sunday School teachers do during
the
summer.
This
year
the
Board
of
Christian
Education
and
new
Director of Christian Education, Craig Bielke, are working together with volunteers from the congregation
to have IN-PERSON Summer Sunday School once per month. These are the dates Summer Sunday School
classes will meet following worship:
Sunday, June 13, 10am
Sunday, July 11, 10am
Sunday, August 15, 10am
Weather permitting, class will be held outside, but we can duck into the building if inclement weather
arises. Masks and social distancing guidelines will be in place regardless of being inside or outside
because everyone’s health and safety are a top
priority.
Have questions or want to help out? Connect with Craig Bielke (cbielke@evucc.org) or call the church office at 618-654-7459

Save paper!

Read this newsletter online (in COLOR!) on our website:

evucchighland.org
OR
If you would prefer to receive it electronically, let the church office know and we will add
you to our email list!
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FREE LUNCHES THIS SUMMER!

People from a “bunch” of Highland area churches called the L.U.N.C.H. BUNCH will be giving
out free sack lunches each Monday (2 lunches) and Wednesday (3 lunches) May 24th - August 4th.
No names! No forms! No judgment!
There is nothing you need to do as far as signing up. Youth just need to come to their nearest delivery site at the
scheduled time to receive a sack lunch while we all continue to observe social distancing and CDC guidelines. We
will not be delivering door to door or outside city limits (other than large subdivisions). Although the L.U.N.C.H.
Bunch program is not affiliated with the Highland School District we are making this information available to you
because we believe that this program would be beneficial to many in our community. The delivery schedule
and any changes will be announced through the local newspapers and the L.U.N.C.H. Bunch
Facebook page. Lets Eat
Delivery Site

Time

Delivery Site

Time

El Kay Court

11:25-11:29

Diaber Road & Arrowleaf Street

11:25-11:29

Paradise Drive & North St. Michael Court

11:30-11:34

Valentine Lane & Noel Lane

11:35-11:39

Sunflower Drive & Coventry Way

11:36-11:40

Hilltop Drive

11:40-11:43

Quail Drive & Falcon Drive

11:43-11:47

Northwest Manor & Crest Drive

11:44-11:49

Salmon Drive & Pike Drive East

11:49-11:53

Crowne Point Apartments

11:50-11:54

12th Street & Lemon Street

11:55-11:59

Monroe Street & Deal Street

11:57-12:01

Olive Street & 20th Street

12:02 -12:06

Masonic Lodge (9th & Walnut Street)

12:03-12:07

Lindenthal Avenue at Elementary School

12:08-12:12

12th Street & Mulberry Street

12:09-12:13

Park Hill Drive & Hillcrest Drive

12:14-12:18

13th Street & Zschokke Street (Tot Lot)

12:15-12:19

28th Street & Lemon Street Road

12:20-12:24

Latzer Library Parking Lot

12:21-12:25

24th Street & Red Oak Drive

12:26-12:30

9th Street & Olive Street (St Paul Church)

12:26-12:30

Delivery Site

Time

Pierron – Country View Park Bus Stop -Highway 143 and County Lane West

11:45-12:00

New Douglas – Rec Plex

Alhambra --

Grantfork –

12:15-12:30

Stop 1 - Post Office -East Main Street

11:40-11:50

Stop 2—Fireman & Legion Park (ball fields across from playground)

11:55-12:05

Stop 1 - Cedar Springs Drive & Pocahontas Road

11:40-11:45

Stop 2—Grantfork United Church of Christ—South Locust Street

11:50-11:55
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L.U.N.C.H. Bunch (continued)
*Questions? Missy 618-530-8410 or email highlandlunchbunch@gmail.com
*Visit the Facebook page: L.U.N.C.H Bunch for real time updates
*Lunches are handed out only to youth 18 and younger
*No delivery in heavy rains or severe weather
*No Lunches will be delivered on Memorial Day-May 31st
*Only receive lunches from vehicles with the L.U.N.C.H. BUNCH logo on them!

MISSION BOARD
Our Board Mission: oversee and promote wider mission of the church including work of Illinois South Conference
and the United Church of Christ. With this in mind, if you have a mission you want to devote your time and
talent to, please let us know. We may be able to help you. Our new meeting night will be the first Thursday of
each month at 6 pm.

Kindercottage Paper Drive
Big thank you to all who so graciously contributed paper products for Kindercottage. The collection box overflowed to the point that we had a pickup truck load to take to them. Brenda Crisp and her staff will be grateful.
They can really use all you gave. THANK YOU SO MUCH.

School Back Program
This summer we will begin collecting backpack school supplies for students in the Highland School District. Details
to come later.

Green DuBois
The Illinois South Conference of UCC operates one of a few, if not the only, summer camp for kids, families and
adults in Southern Illinois. It offers many types of camps including a camp to care for and ride horses. It’s a
terrific place to get away and be in nature. Jill Baker leads volunteers who care for the camp and welcomes our
help in keeping it nice. See her recent email below. Tuesday, May 25, from 9 am-Noon is the next volunteer
day. Jill’s contact: jabaker5@aol.com
*********************************************************************************************************************************************

Good Morning,
The next Green DuBois work day will focus on removing bush honeysuckle, and it will be Tuesday, May 25, from
9am-Noon. We're sliding in just before staff training starts and camp ramps up for the summer.
I know some of you would like to participate in work days on weekends, and I will definitely set that for fall. I
just couldn't make it happen this spring. We may be able to do some projects during the summer outside the
camp core, but it won't be in the woods due to heat and ticks.
If you want to join us on May 25, bring your own gloves and water bottles. We've got loppers and other tools
to use. If you're handy with a chain saw, please bring it, as we occasionally find some bushes that are
whoppers.
Hope to see you then,

Jill
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PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL IS TURNING 50

!

EvUCC Peppermint Preschool has been an educational program serving children in the Highland community and
surrounding areas since the fall of 1971.
EvUCC Peppermint Preschool is still serving children and will be
th
celebrating its 50 year in business with the start of the 2021-22 school year. Peppermint was started by Bernice
Meyer, a public school teacher, after she had taken some courses in Early Childhood and realized there weren’t
any school programs for younger children in the area. Ms. Bernice was a member of EvUCC and they granted her
space to start her program in their facility. Peppermint is and has always been housed at EvUCC church. Ms.
Bernice owned and operated the school from 1971-2005. In 2005 she gifted the school to EvUCC for them to
continue the educational tradition of serving children in the area. Ms. Bernice is so thankful her dream of the
school is still going strong after so many years.
Peppermint has been led by several directors throughout the years. After Ms. Bernice, Janice Thiems served as
director, followed by many years under the direction of Beckie Schrumpf. Ms. Beckie decided to retire after
Covid hit and so many changes were being implemented into the daily routine. Elaine Fenton took over in the
fall of 2020. She feels lucky to be a part of the program, especially to be a part of the 50 th year. Ms. Elaine states
“My husband and all three of my children attended Peppermint. I feel very lucky to be a part of the Peppermint
family and get to spend the 50th school year as part of the staff”. She goes on to explain that the 2020-21 school
year was a difficult year due to Covid. “We had to close in March of 2020 and were unable to finish the 2019-20
school year.” Returning in the fall of 2020 proved to be difficult with all the rules implemented by DCFS and the
facility to keep the students safe. Due to Covid, class sizes were smaller this year due to parents being leery of
sending students to school and due to not being able to have the children from the in-house day care come
across to the Preschool. Yet Peppermint kept going all year. They report that with all the extra cleaning and
sanitizing, along with great parents who monitored their children’s symptoms, they were able to conduct classes
all school year. “We have also been very blessed with a dedicated staff,” Fenton says. “They have gone above
and beyond to keep us running all year! I don’t know what we would have done without them!”
Peppermint Preschool has classes for children aged 3, 4, and 5. Children must be 3 or 4 by Sept. 1 to start in
their age-appropriate classes. Students will encounter their first school experiences in a loving, learning environment at age 3. Students can then move on to our 4’s or Almost Kindergarten (AK) program the following year.
Peppermint’s 50th school year will begin Sept. 1. If you are interested in signing up, please call 654-7600 for
information. You can also follow us and message us through Facebook @ EvUCC Peppermint Preschool.
Information is also available on our website: www.peppermintpreschoolhighland.com. Peppermint is also looking for old pictures, brochures, program lists, etc. from past students/families. You can send copies to EVUCC
Peppermint Preschool 2520 Poplar St., Highland, or email them to efenton@peppermintpreschoolhighland.com.

Congratulations to our 2021 Confirmation Class!
Sydney Rose Buss
Gavin Richard Arcynski– Merkle
Grace Elise Fenton
Elizabeth Michaela Rheaume
Jonathan Edward Joseph Prott
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HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL
Hello Summer! Peppermint School finished up May 17 & 18 with classroom parties. Graduation for all the 4’s
and AK-er’s was held on May 17 in the church sanctuary. All the parents were very thankful for a bit of
“normalcy” with an in-person graduation. Good luck at Kindergarten to all our graduates!
Peppermint is filling up for next year, but it is not too late to get paperwork for fall registration. Interested
parties can call 654-7600 to inquire about our program.
The 2021-22 school year will be the 50th anniversary for Peppermint. We would like to gather pictures,
information, stories, or any memorabilia from the past 50 years. If you have something you would like to share,
please contact Ms. Elaine @ 654-7600 or at efenton@peppermintpreschoolhighland.com. We do have class
pictures from 2004-present but would love to see any that past students have.
Please continue to collect all the items Peppermint collects. We took the tabs and old keys to the Ronald
McDonald house at the beginning of May, and we collected 14 pounds of tabs! That is a lot of those little tabs!
Reminder we collect aluminum can tabs and old keys for Ronald McDonald House Charities, Prairie Farms milk
lids, which earn us .05 cents per lid, any type of plastic lids for Leaps of Love, and Best Choice labels (Tru-Buy
brand). Containers are placed in the Peppermint Hallway or arrangements can be made to drop off by calling
Ms. Elaine at 654-7600.
Have a safe and wonderful summer!
Ms. Elaine & the Peppermint Staff

On behalf of the EvUCC Scholarship Committee, we would like to extend our congratulations
to Jenna Fenton on being selected to receive
the Evangelical United Church of Christ Scholarship Award and to Dominic Rivas on being
selected to receive the Todd Porter Memorial
Scholarship for 2021. We would also like to
thank all of those seniors that took the time to
submit their applications.
Scholarships are
given based on the recipient’s commitment to
Christian service in the church, as well as their
stewardship of their gifts and talents in school
and the community. The applications submitted
by these two individuals truly exemplified the
criteria necessary to receive the respective
scholarship. We will be praying for Jenna and
Dominic as they embark on the next chapter in
their lives. Jenna is planning to attend SIUEdwardsville this fall majoring in elementary
education. Dominic is planning to attend Lake
Land College this fall to begin the John Deere
Tech Program.
EvUCC Scholarship Committee
Tamie Heichelbeck, Chair
Craig Bielke, Terrisa Gehrig, Darlene Nagel
and Karla Zurliene

2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Jenna Fenton, Tamie Heichelbeck and Dominic Rivas
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HOW YOU CAN HELP PROVIDE
FREE LUNCHES THIS SUMMER!
The L.U.N.C.H. Bunch will be delivering free lunches
throughout the summer and we need your help bySpreading the word-share program &

delivery site info. Join our Facebook group,
L.U.N.C.H Bunch, for the lastest updates

Donating 100% juice boxes/pouches or
individually wrapped chips/snack crackers

drop off in the giant juice box in the narthex

Donation of funds-can be made out to and dropped off at

Highland Area Community Foundation (1216 Broadway, Highland)
with L.U.N.C.H. BUNCH in the memo line

Contacting Missy Loyet at loyetmj@gmail.com or 618-530-8410 for more details

RADIO MINISTRY
If you would like to support the Radio Ministry in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact the church
office or sign-up on the Radio Ministry schedule located on the bulletin board in the church lobby. The cost is
$100/per Sunday. Your honorarium/memorial will be announced during the 9:00 a.m. worship service on your
designated Sunday, and will be recorded and played the following week on WGEL 101.7FM during our 8:00 a.m.
radio broadcast.

BEFRIENDERS NEEDED
We currently have 8 individuals at EvUCC who are dedicated to being a Listening Presence
to those in our congregation who feel alone and isolated and are in need of a caring connection. We can always use more. If you think you would like to learn more about becoming a
BeFriender, please contact the church office.

50 Year Member Recognition
Sunday, June 6th
On Sunday, June 6th, we will celebrate and recognize all of our members who have been members of EvUCC for
50 years as of 2020/2021. If you became a member in 1970 or 1971 by confirmation or simply joining, please let
the church office know so that we can recognize your accomplishment on June 6th!

MEETING MINUTES AVAILABILITY
Minutes to Consistory meetings and board meetings are available in the church library (found in the conference
room). Electronic versions are also available upon request.
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CONSISTORY NOTES
The Consistory met after church on May 16th to make decisions in light of the most recent CDC Guideline changes.
Here is a brief overview of what was decided:
o Encouraging, but not requiring, masks until May 30th.
o Removing the string on pews for “spaced seating”. At this time, we are keeping a small area of
“spaced seating” for those who feel more comfortable being distanced from others.
o Returning the Hymnals and Bibles to the pews.
o Keeping the sanitizing and mask stations.
o Bringing back bulletins starting immediately.
o Door Greeters will once again be scheduled.
o Valet parking will once again be scheduled.
Additional guideline changes will be discussed once Phase 5 is announced.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
We Extend our Sympathy and Rejoice
in the Promise of Resurrection with...
The family of Michael Poss. Michael passed
away on April 30th.
Carol Moss, Patti Schmollinger & family with the
passing of their mother and grandmother and
great-grandmother, Rose Kombrink, on May 6th.

CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF SERVICE

A huge Thank You to Eric Augustin who has served
as our church Treasurer several times and most
recently since 2018. We appreciate your help and
dedication in this extremely important position.
Thank you, also to Bob Kruse who has stepped out
of “retirement” to fill in as our Interim Treasurer
as we continue to look for a viable candidate to
fulfill this role.
Thank you to Art Schuetz and Dave Mason for
replacing lighting in the chancel area. Our future is
looking brighter!!

Please Continue to Pray for...
THANK YOU!
Connie Louer Abert, Florence Collmann, Robert
Dalluge, Sally Ferguson, Tierney Haas (Bob Nagel’s
granddaughter), Mary Hundsdorfer, Betty Kamm,
Kevin Korte, Betty Legier, Billy Luitjohan, Darleen
Phillips, Priscilla Plocher, Alicia Rayner (Al & Shirley
Flath’s daughter), Sandra Reinacher, Rebecca
Robertson (Missy Loyet’s sister-in-law and Mazzy’s
mom), Laura Schmitt, Don Shimer, Elva Tucker,
Finnley Walton and Sharon Wheeler (Craig and
Becky Wheeler’s daughter-in-law) and Carmen
Zurkamer (June Yann and Connie Knebel’s sister).

PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW IF
YOU HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS
OR IF WE NEED TO UPDATE OUR PRAYER
LIST IN ANY WAY. MAY THE PEACE OF
CHRIST BE WITH YOU THROUGHOUT THE
MONTH!

The family of Albert “Dick” Barth would like to thank
everyone for your prayers, cards, food brought to
the house and the many acts of kindness during our
time of sorrow and loss of our loved one.
With heartfelt thanks,
Joyce and Family
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FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Dear EvUCC Friends,
After much prayer and soul-searching, I have decided it is time to retire from my position as Music
Director, effective August 31st or sooner if my replacement is hired before that date. It has been a privilege to
serve you these past 15 years. We have been through quite a journey together, one that will continue for me
as a member instead of as staff. Thank you for the support you have shown all these years.
Having served as a church musician either full or part time since age 12, I look forward to the opportunity to
bring my grandchildren to church, visit my friends’ and family’s churches, substitute at other churches if their
musicians are ill, or have a cup of coffee on the patio and enjoy God’s many blessings that surround me. I will
be available here to play the piano or sing if I’m needed – my replacement’s choice.
My greatest joys at EvUCC have been God Squad and the Chancel Choir, as well as the Praise Team I worked
with several years back. We have been a church family – praying together, making music, and enjoying campfires and potlucks – and more recently, making videos! There are some fantastic people in this church, not the
least of these are my musician friends, singers and instrumentalists alike, and staff. And all those who have
offered words of encouragement along the way have been greatly appreciated. You all have been such a
blessing to me. Thank you.
I am so excited to see what God has in store for EvUCC as we boldly step into the next chapter of our lives.
Shalom,
Lisa Cleveland

JUNE SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date

Ushers

Lay Readers

Valet

Debi Zobrist
Karen Henderson

Debi Zobrist

Kelly Knackstedt

June 13 Bob Sudhoff
John Molinari

Jane Sudhoff
Autumn Molinari

Denny Foehner

Marla Baer

June 20 Dennis Calvert
Margaret Rowold

Paula Shea Calvert Kay Whitecotton
Shirley Sackett

June 6

Rodney Zobrist
Clyde Henderson

June 27 Barb Gifford
Jim Gifford
Marilyn Fickbohm

Ryan Smith

Karen Munie

Connie Sparlin

7
10a Highland Home
Communion

6
8a Radio Service
9a Worship Service

27
8a Radio Service
9a Worship Service

8a Radio Service
9a Worship Service

28
10a Cedarhurst
Communion

29

30
9a Bible Study

23
9a Bible Study

22

20 FATHER’S DAY

21

16
9a Bible Study

6:30p Consistory

8

9
9a Bible Study

2
9a Bible Study

1
6p Worship Bd
6:30p Wee/Pepp Bd

Wed

Tue

13
14
15
8a Radio Service
10a Highland Health
9a Worship Service
Care Communion
10a SUMMER
SUNDAY SCHOOL

6p Property Bd
7p Stewardship Bd

Mon

Sun

June 2021

24

17

10

6p Mission Bd
7p CE Bd

3

Thu

25

18

11

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

June 1
Shelley Wellen

June 18
Lisa Hargis
Noah VerDuin

June 24
Bob Hagler
Merle Wernle

June 2
Debra Berndsen
Cayson Jenny
Larry Rinderer

June 6
June 12
Emmett Riechmann Mitchell Munie
Pam Schneider
Brittany Shires
Angela Smith
June 7
Rodney Miller
June 13
Sheryl Doerr

June 19
Anastasia Shires

June 25
Oakley Holtgrave

June 3
Kollin Jansen
Kyler Jansen
Thomas Timm

June 8
Makenna
Grohmann
June Yann

June 14
Kenzie Gelly
Dorothy Hellmer
Kathy Jascur

June 20
Janice Hartman
Aubrey Zobrist
Kelli Zurliene

June 26
Lauren Baer

June 4
Lori Iberg
Andrew Kimmle
Tanner Knebel
Christiana Mesle

June 9
Molly Coons
David Mason
Hailey Wolf

June 15
Charlotte Lawson

June 21
Savannah Hund
Barb Sussenbach
Jennay Wieter

June 28
Kim Martin
Whitley Zurliene

June 5
Colin Comrie
Bobbi Etherton
Jay Hargis

June 10
Donna Brendel
June 11
Braxton Dunnagan
Jim Gifford

June 16
Paul Tucker

June 17
Tessa Fohne
Garrett Riepshoff
Bill Vallee

June 27
Brian Martin

June 29
Ryan Goodwin
Mabrie Kunz
Sandra Reinacher
June 22
Jessica Rinderer
Ty Tran
June 23
Mike Cook

June 30
Jessie Menton
Nicholas Mintert
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