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A Letter from the Intentional Interim Pastor

First, yes, I am closing out my time with you as your Intentional Interim Minister. After over 16
months my final date will be Easter Sunday, April 4. The 13 months-plus of pandemic has led to a
unique and never-before interim process venture. As understood not only by the Consistory but also
emphasized to you, the congregation, the Interim process is not on a timeline, or checking off items
on a list (sorry to all you “J’s” out there), but more of arriving at a positive point of transition, a Spiritled process. That doesn’t mean the leadership and congregation during this Interim process did not
accomplish anything in the past 16 months. There is a check list of initiatives that have transpired.
The small groups and information, and the various other programs, whether live, or mostly via zoom
have been instrumental in this process. Along with that over 40 “items” either having found closure
that have been in discussion prior to 2020, ministries and programs that via virtual ministries have
been sustained along with discoveries of new ministries, mission and new initiatives. All of this is a
complement to church leadership, the commitment of members and the power of the Spirit of God
moving and empowering the life and vitality of EvUCC.
With that said, I feel confident that you are now entering into a transitional phase. A lot of the
pieces have come together. The finalizing of the Church Profile, a clearer understanding of being a
single pastor church, an empowerment of the leadership and the gifts of the congregation, beginning
sense of who/where you, and the energy to follow the Spirit of God. You will be welcoming a transitional minister, as explained by the Consistory; someone who will work with you in preparing for the
next call.
I heard someone say that when the Pandemic restrictions are lifted (in the future) that “the
church will not be the same.” My sense was the person’s introspective reflection was one of sadness.
Yet that same statement has a powerfully prophetic-hope-filled overtone. From Moses, the prophets
and Jesus’, the message and vision for life has always been, “it will not be the same” but rather something more of a God-empowered, Christ-centered transformation. By the time EvUCC extends a call
to the next settled pastor, “the same” that is, the two pastor church dynamic will be nearly four years
removed. The call of the next settled “solo” pastor is the proclamation of you, EvUCC, that as a
church will not be “the same”. There is something very liberating about this that allows God’s Spirit
the freedom to move, shape and direct you in your future journey.
My departure is a mix of sadness to leave you while a sense of satisfaction that this Interim
Process has taken you to this point. The Consistory and other leadership has and continues to be a
very dedicated and faith-filled Spirit that has and will always continue to stay focused on what God is
calling this congregation to be and become. My deepest appreciation in the Consistory and all people
who have engaged in the Interim Process, as it was not mine, but your process, and you have done
well.
Peace,
Pastor Eric
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A Letter from the Consistory President

Dear EvUCC members,
As I reflect on the past 3 years of my presidency here at EvUCC, I have seen tremendous change take
place. I have seen our church rise from a very dark, difficult place to an unlimited bright future. We
have set ourselves up to be more relevant and vibrant in our community. Literally, we are reaching
across the country with the addition of our social media and the talents of our members.
Your Consistory has worked extremely hard to put our congregation’s spiritual and physical needs
first. I know at times this was difficult and hard to understand. Your patience and creativity have
helped us move EvUCC in a positive direction. The separation we have had to endure during the
pandemic has made me realize how much our members miss seeing each other every Sunday. The
relationships that we have built within the church are a vital part of our spiritual growth.
In closing, I want you to know how excited I am for our church’s future. It is going to look different,
but I want you to be encouraged by the path God is creating for us. As we follow this path, it will
take a commitment for us to work together to ensure our success. I appreciate the respect you have
shown me and hope the same respect will be given to the next president and members of the
consistory.
Yours in Christ,
Rodney Knackstedt

Worship Services during the Lenten season will be available
for viewing every Wednesday in Lent by 8:00 a.m. on
Facebook and Youtube Live Stream and will be available for
viewing the entire day.
Radio Lenten Devotionals will also be available on WGEL
101.7FM on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30a.m.
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With guidelines for COVID 19 loosening, the church will be allowing up to 50 attendees beginning Sunday, March 21st. Reservations are required to attend in person. Please contact the
church office by noon each Friday to reserve your seat for the following Sunday.

DRIVE-THRU OPPORTUNITIES:
DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION ON MARCH 7th FROM 10:00—10:30 A.M.
DRIVE-THRU TO RECEIVE A PALM ON SUNDAY, MARCH 28th
FROM 10:00—10:30 A.M.

Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and
Easter Sunday
Maundy Thursday, April 1st will be at 7:00 p.m. Communion will be served and will also be
available for drive-thru communion during the times of 11:30—12:30 p.m. and 7:45—8:15 p.m.
Good Friday, April 2nd will be at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 4th will be at 9:00 a.m. Reservations are required to attend this service in
person. Please contact the church office at (618) 654-7459 to have your name added to the list.
This is a “first come, first serve” option, so please do not hesitate to call for reservations if you
wish to attend in person. (Face masks and social distancing will continue to be required.) Our
8:00 a.m. radio service on WGEL 101.7FM will also be available. Drive-Thru Communion will also
be available from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Easter.
All services will still be offered using our Livestream worship service platform through the
church Facebook and YouTube pages, which can also be heard live on channel 102.7FM from
our parking lot.
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HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL
Top of the mornin’ to you from Peppermint School! Classes have been busy as we continue
through the second part of the school year. All the classes are getting ready for class pictures so
we can document all the smiling faces of our students.
Peppermint School will be hosting a Mazzio’s night on Monday, March 8. Please help support
our school and eat out that night. Dine-in, pick-up, and delivery orders all count. The fundraiser
runs from 5-9 p.m.
We are celebrating Reading week the week of March 1-5. We will be celebrating Dr. Seuss’s
birthday and Read Across America Day on Tuesday March 2nd and 3rd. We will have silly days to
coincide with some of Dr. Seuss’s books. We will also once again do the Dr. Seuss Reading challenge which encourages our students to have fun reading in silly places and in interesting ways.
We tried this last year but didn’t have much participation since we had to close due to COVID.
Hopefully this year will be more successful.
Peppermint School and Wee Care worked together and held a fundraiser in the month of February. We sold pizzas, cookie dough and butter braids. The totals aren’t completely added, but so
far the fundraiser looks to be a huge success.
We are preparing for Open House on Sat. March 6th from 8-10 a.m. If you know anyone with a
preschool aged child, please have them call us at 654-7600 to set up an appointment. We are
only taking appointments for a visit. We are limiting the number of people per time slot. Public
registration is on Sat. April 10th from 8-10 a.m. Parents will need a registration packet from
Open House to get signed up on the 10th. Paperwork can be printed from our website
www.peppermintpreschoolhighland.com . We are looking forward to all of our returning students for next fall and for a whole new lot of smiling faces!
Peppermint will be celebrating 50 years this upcoming school year. Please be on the lookout for
some of the activities we are planning.
Peppermint School is still collecting aluminum can tabs and old keys for Ronald McDonald House
Charities, Prairie Farms milk lids, which earn us .05 cents per lid, any type of plastic lids for
Leaps of Love, and Best Choice labels (Tru-Buy brand). Containers are placed in the Peppermint
Hallway or arrangements can be made to drop off by calling Ms. Elaine at 654-7600.
Ms. Elaine and the Peppermint Preschool Staff
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DISCOVER GOD’S LOVE WITH OUR VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL!!
JOIN US ON THE CHURCH OR SUNDAY SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGES FOR A WEEKLY LESSON
FROM SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE TEACHERS. THE BIBLE IS BROUGHT TO LIFE WITH ACTION
PACKED STORIES, PUPPET SKITS, AND A WEEKLY SONG THAT HELP CHILDREN EXPERIENCE
GOD’S WORD AND HOW TO CONNECT GOD’S WORD TO EVERYDAY LIFE.

EASTER MEMORIALS and HONORARIUMS
Although we will not be ordering Easter flowers this year, Memorials and/or Honorariums are being accepted
and will be printed in the Easter Memorial/Honorarium booklet. The deadline to be included in the printed
booklet is MARCH 28th.
Please Note: Although the 2020 Christmas season is behind us, Memorials/Honorariums to the “Journey to
the STAR” Fund are still being accepted as we anticipate adding to our lighted display for the
community in the coming year.
I wish to give a memorial to the: _________________________________________Fund in the amount of
$__________.
In Memory or Honor
of_____________________________________________________________________________________
from___________________________________________________________________________________
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY

We extend our sympathies to….

The family of Jason Gourley. Jason passed away on
January 31st.
The family of Judy Blake. Judy passed away on February
14th.
The family of Jessie Castegnaro. Jessie passed away on
February 15th.

Please Continue to Pray for...

Connie Louer Abert, Lynn Beil, Deborah Byers
(Harold and Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Florence
Collmann, Robert Dalluge, Sally Ferguson,
Tierney Haas (Bob Nagel’s granddaughter), Janet
Jenny, Betty Kamm, Kevin Korte, Betty Legier,
Billy Luitjohan, Darleen Phillips, Priscilla Plocher,
Alicia Rayner (Al & Shirley Flath’s daughter),
Sandra Reinacher, Soundra Rinderer, Rebecca
Robertson (Missy Loyet’s sister-in-law and
Mazzy’s mom), Eunice Rogier, Joan Sackett,
Laura Schmitt, Don Shimer, Susan Szoke, Elva
Tucker, Finnley Walton and Sharon Wheeler
(Craig and Becky Wheeler’s daughter-in-law).

PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW IF
YOU HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS
OR IF WE NEED TO UPDATE OUR PRAYER
LIST IN ANY WAY. MAY THE PEACE OF
CHRIST BE WITH YOU THROUGHOUT THE
MONTH!

Thank you

I want to thank all my friends for their
prayers, cards and phone calls following my
surgery and hospitalization. I hope to see
everyone in Church soon. God Bless you
all!
Eunice Rogier

CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF SERVICE
A heartfelt EvUCC thank you to…..
Denise Rhines, Joan Schuetz, Cindy Shires and
Cheryl Mueller for their help with recent
church mailings.

Jim Gifford and Todd Reilson for their help
clearing walks and salting during inclement
weather while Allen was on vacation.
Jim Gifford and Art Schuetz for handling electrical and phone problems during February’s
snow storm.
Steve and Bonnie Thiems for changing the paraments and banners in the sanctuary.

The Property Board for changing the really high
lights in our sanctuary.

Page 7

March 1
Maggie Grohmann
Cori Rehkemper

March 8
Olive Gress
Jayden Head
Liam Michael

March 13
Sharon Giffhorn
Paige Lampe
Diane Nagel

March 17
Elaine Fenton
Jayce Hegger
Jane Sudhoff

March 24
Bryce Iberg

March 2
Ella Doyle
David Kimmle
Nicole Mintert
Brandy Roy

March 9
Claire Munie
Dennis Reding
Talon Vrell
Jerry Zobrist

March 14
Jennifer Davinroy
Karli Thornton
Daniel Weder

March 18
Tom Hartman

March 25
Teri Ast
Sherri Frey
Kevin Kimmle
Henry Loyet
Walter Steiner

March 3
Robyn Cunningham
Amanda Ponce
Donna Schuster

March 10
Eric Augustin
Katie Ernst
Delayne Gehrig
Bob Kruse
Sawyer Stoff

March 15
Trent Carriger
Oliver Knackstedt
Madeline Schmitt

March 21
Marie Bimes
John Driemeyer
Shirley Flath
Bill Kraus
Connie Michaelis
Jack Schuster

March 26
Kyle Hamilton
Sheryl Sharp

March 11
Devin Dunnagan
Eva Suhre

March 16
Mary Holdeman
Blake McCaw
Cory Schneider

March 22
Craig Wheeler

March 27
Aimee Goodwin
Dominic Rivas

March 4
Karen Henderson
Diana Osterwisch
Russell Rinderer
March 5
Matthew Miscik
Chelsey Short
Michael Zobrist

March 20
Rob Davinroy
Sarah Katich
Brent Knebel
Victoria Netzer
Bob Sudhoff

March 23
Tiffany Michael
Ben Rogier
Carla Zobrist
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E-mail: office@evucc.org
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