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I guess it is the way life has been in our past ten Covid months, but time seems to pass in variable
degrees of speed, from slowly crawling to the “it just seemed like yesterday” near light speed. That is
how I’m feeling about Ash Wednesday and Lent, “what do you mean it is just a few weeks away!?!” In
my mind, Lent was months, not weeks, away; a time-warp casualty I will credit to the pandemic mindset. Ash Wednesday and the weeks of Lent is the invitation of self-reflection in an individual’s and
faith community’s relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Each of us and as a faith community,
are called to take a critically honest look, examination, of our faithfulness as disciples of Jesus Christ.
This is uncomfortable because of the raw honesty that is being asked (expected) of us from God.
However, we are a people who live in God’s grace of unconditional love, compassion, hope,
forgiveness and reconciliation. God ‘s grace is given to each of us before we ask…repeat! Before we
ask. That means we do not ask (or demand) for God’s grace. So which really comes first, the
assurance of God’s grace, which is always with us, or us truly and honestly confessing of our
“sins” (which often times in not fully honest) in the expectation that now God must forgive me. We
cannot control or manipulate God nor should we ever, ever entertain such a notion, consciously or
subconsciously.
Each of us then, individually, and we as a faith community (church) live in God’s grace. This grace is
given to us not because we are perfect, unblemished with our own biases, controlling needs, anger,
resentment, fractures of relationships (the list is extensive in human terms), but because God’s grace
is there for us to accept and live in. That doesn’t mean we can intentionally or unintentionally perpetuate extensive human blemishes of hate and bias and control. We are offered, free of charge, God’s
infinite love, hope, kindness, compassion, forgiveness, reconciliation and redemption so that in all we
do, individually and collectively as a faith community (church) will always, without exception, reflect
that free gift of God’s grace to every human being on our common home called Earth.
What will be your Lenten mindset? Where will your honest reflections of discipleship and God’s grace
lead you? How will you and us, as a church, discover and offer the power of God’s grace to the world?
That is something to really contemplate these weeks ahead. May the blessing of the Spirit walk with
you on your Lenten journey.
Peace
Pastor Eric
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP PLANNED TO RESUME
FEBRUARY 7, 2021
We are currently planning to return to “in person” worship on Sunday, February 7th. We will
continue to adhere to the COVID guidelines of no more than 25 people in the sanctuary, face
masks will be required at all times with social distancing of at least 6 feet. If our sanctuary is at
capacity when you arrive, we hope you will take the opportunity to listen to the live service
from our parking lot via our FM transmitter that broadcasts the service on radio channel
102.7FM.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT WORSHIP
Worship Services for Ash Wednesday and every
Wednesday during the Lenten season will be available for
viewing by 8:00 a.m. on Facebook and Youtube Live
Stream and will be available for viewing the entire day.
“Ash kits” will be available in the circle drive of the church
on Ash Wednesday, February 17th from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. AND from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Each person
will receive a blessing and an “Ash Kit” to self
administer the ashes.
Radio Lenten Devotionals will also be available on WGEL 101.7FM on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
9:30a.m.

ANNUAL MEETING PLANS
With the guidelines recommending social distancing and limiting indoor gatherings, the
Consistory does not see us being able to safely have an in-person Annual Meeting. Therefore,
we will be mailing documents that are typically voted on during the Annual Meeting to our
Congregation Members for their review. With this approach, we are asking the Congregation for
the support and their trust in us, the Consistory, to do what is right and necessary for EvUCC to
operate in 2021. To ensure the Congregation has an opportunity to provide feedback to the
Consistory, we ask you to provide any comments or remarks to the church office, either by mail
or email, by February 19, 2021, or during a Zoom meeting scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on February
22, 2021. You will need to contact the church office to request an invite to this Zoom
meeting. The Consistory will review the comments and determine what action, if any, is needed
during our February 25, 2021 Consistory Meeting. The new Consistory will meet on February
28, 2021 to elect new officers. A detailed letter explaining this plan, along with the documents
that are voted on, will be sent in the next few weeks.
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW
DIRECTOR OF AUDIO/VISUAL MINISTRIES

Greetings and salutations Church, from me, Kay Whitecotton, your newly hired Director of Audio/Visual
Ministries. I can’t begin to describe how honored and thrilled I am to be selected for this position.
If I may give you a little history/background on who I am. I am the daughter of Don and Helen
Hundsdorfer, sister of Steve and Wayne, mother of Donald “DC” Clark and Kaytlin Reedy-Rogier, wife of
Rex, grandmother to Donald Leo, Ella Rose, Charles Vincent, Henry Ian and Camila Rose. I retired from
the U.S. Navy as a Legalman First Class Petty Officer and also retired from the Illinois Department of
Transportation as the Executive Secretary to the Operations Bureau Chief.
I was baptized and confirmed in our Church and have only considered this “my” church for my entire life!
I have sang in the choir, played with the Bell Choir, served on the Worship Board and tried to teach
Sunday School (one year many moons ago!) I have worked in the “Penalty Box” (which is my loving nickname for the Audio/Visual Booth in the back of the Sanctuary) for a very long time, creating and running
the slides used during worship (when we had a normal worship service) and most recently helping to
broadcast our Livestream videos and helping to create the Sunday School videos.
So why have I bored you with all that? Well, I wanted to give you a better idea of who you have in charge
of the Audio/Visual Ministry but more important, I want you to know that I am nothing special (although
my Daddy said I am!) but I am just as important to our Church’s ministry as YOU are!
I could do this alone, but I would hate for you to miss out on the gratification you get knowing that you
are a part of sharing God’s message with others. It takes a village, and I am asking you to be a part of our
Audio/Visual Village. If you can sit in a chair, pay attention to what is going on, operate a computer and
push a few buttons you have the qualifications to work in the Penalty Box. You would share the booth
with one, or two, other people to run the sound board, cameras and computer. It should only be for two
hours-one Sunday a month, or less if I get enough volunteers, and you can choose which Sunday works
best for you. Yes, the service is only an hour long, but as with everything there can be glitches, so time is
needed to get everything up and running, sound checks, etc. Think of it as being God’s roadie!
Give it some thought, pray about it, give it a try and volunteer! No lifelong commitment, no contracts, just another way to be the hands and
feet for our Lord and Savior! Contact the Church, or me, if you want to
check it out.

God’s blessings to you and yours,
Kay Whitecotton
Director of Audio/Visual Ministries
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CHURCH BOARD OPENINGS
The EvUCC church boards begin a new year on March 1, 2021. Our nominating committee has been
hard at work identifying candidates to fill vacancies on boards that need members. Current EvUCC
Boards: Christian Education, Stewardship, Memorial and Bequest, Mission, Property, Wee Care/
Peppermint Preschool, and Worship. If you are interested in serving or finding out more information
about serving on one of the boards, please contact the church office and we will put you in contact with
the nominating committee.

Month of Grace + Prayer: An Ecumenical “Virtual” Retreat in Everyday Life
Pray on your own 20 minutes each day and meet one-on-one with a spiritual companion one hour each
week for four consecutive weeks. Starts February 21. All meetings will be virtual (Zoom or phone if you
prefer).
Weekly
meeting
times
set
around
your
schedule.
This
is
an
individually directed retreat tailored to your own deep desires. Committed couples also have the option
to participate as a couple. The spiritual companions are not members of our church nor can they companion anyone they know. All adults are welcome regardless of denomination or affiliation. For more
information,
visit
www.momentsofgraceandprayer.org
and
to
register
contact Clarence Heller at clarenceheller@gmail.com. This retreat is being co-hosted by Dayspring Baptist Church and Parkway United Church of Christ.

DOING CHURCH!
Sundays have always been a special day to me. I enjoy being at church Sunday mornings. I decided why
not, I still could be. No, I cant be inside the building, but nothing keeps me from dressing, driving to
church, and sitting in the parking lot and watching the service live on my phone.
My car is quiet, and the seats are comfortable. I listen to the readings, fold my hands in prayer, sing along
with the songs and concentrate on the message. I leave feeling like I have been to church and filled with
the holy spirit for another week.
If this sounds inviting to you I would love to have some company in that parking lot. I know we can only
wave to one another or say a few words at a social distance. You may be surprised how good it makes you
feel just to be able to greet on another.
This morning as I sat in my car listening to the service I noticed if I looked closely I could see the candles
burning in the church. It was beautiful and a definite signal the church is alive. The weather also added to
the service. It was snowing, beautifully, quietly, setting the scene for God's message.

Would love to be able to wave to you in greeting next Sunday. (Submitted by Cathy Reinacher)
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NEW POSITION AVAILABLE
EvUCC has a newly defined position available for a “Director of Christian Education, Youth Ministries and Communication”. If you or someone you know are interested in learning more about
this full-time, salaried position, please contact the church office for a copy of the complete job
description.
HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL

The cold winter weather has arrived, but our Peppermint students keep busy with so many
activities. They always come in with smiles to greet us each morning. That helps warm us up to
see such sweet smiling faces.
Our annual Open House for the Fall of 2021 and our 50th school year is scheduled for Sat. March
6, from 8-10 a.m. WOW! What an accomplishment- 50 years of providing friendly, loving first
time school experiences for the children of Highland and surrounding communities! We hope
you can help us spread the word to all of your family, friends and neighbors who may have a
preschool aged child.
Peppermint School is a half-day school with 3 year-old, 4year-old and Almost Kindergarten classrooms. The 3’s class sessions are 2 ½ hours either M/W/F or T/TH. The 4’s class sessions are 3 hours
with the same day options. Our AK (Almost Kindergarten) class meets for 3 hours every week
day. We will be requiring appointments for an Open House visit. Appointments can be made by
calling 654-7600, messaging our EvUCC Peppermint Preschool Facebook page or by emailing to
efenton@peppermintpreschoolhighland.com Our very caring and dependable staff will be here
to show families around and answer their questions. Masks are required for all visitor’s, we will
limit the number of visitors at one time and we will practice social distancing. Registration forms
will be available. If families are uncomfortable attending Open House, please have them contact
the school using one of the methods listed above and we will get them the registration packet.
Completed registrations can be returned on our public registration day, April 10, 2021 between
the times of 8-10 a.m. This will also be either a drive-thru or quick drop off procedure. We
certainly appreciate your help in promoting our school.
Please keep collecting plastic lids, Prairie Farm lids, can tabs, Best Choice labels and old keys.
You can drop off through the church office or by calling 654-7600 to make arrangements with
Ms. Elaine for drop off at the school (she will meet you at the door)!
We are planning some activities to celebrate our 50th year in business. If you or members of your
family attended Peppermint school, please be on the lookout for future information to take part
in our celebratory year!
We hope everyone stays healthy, happy and warm, including all of our students and staff.
Ms. Elaine and the Peppermint Staff
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
We rejoice in the birth of...
Lyle Todd Eller born January 10, 2021 to Brianna
and Jesse Eller. Lyle is the grandson of Rodney
and Kelly Knackstedt and the great-grandson of
Maurice Knebel.

Thank you
We want to thank everyone who expressed
their sympathy upon mother’s death. We felt
an outflowing of love from you all. She
lived a wonderful long life of 99 years and
was healthy up until the last week. Our
church family is very special to us and it certainly was felt these past weeks. Thank you
again for remembering us with cards, calls,
special items and love.
Joan, Betty, Dawn, Lori, Scott and family.

We extend our sympathies to….
The family of Blanche Witschie. Blanche passed
away on January 1, 2021.
Marsha Cline and family with the passing of her
husband, Kenneth Cline on January 8, 2021.
The family of Russell Koch. Russell passed away
on January 16, 2021.

Please Continue to Pray for...

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Thank you to the Youth Group and others
who made Christmas cards for Leaps of
Love to take to children being hospitalized
over Christmas.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Thank you to everyone who prepared a meal
for our family after the birth of our daughter.
I cannot express how much your thoughtfulness and support meant to us. We are
blessed to be a part of such a loving and
supportive church family.
Love,
Scott, Brandi, Aiden and Kinsley Schuetz

CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF SERVICE
Connie Louer Abert, Lynn Beil, Deborah Byers
(Harold and Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Florence
Collmann, Robert Dalluge, Sally Ferguson,
Tierney Haas (Bob Nagel’s granddaughter), Janet
Jenny, Betty Kamm, Kevin Korte, Betty Legier,
Billy Luitjohan, Darleen Phillips, Alicia Rayner (Al
& Shirley Flath’s daughter), Sandra Reinacher,
Soundra Rinderer, Rebecca Robertson (Missy
Loyet’s sister-in-law and Mazzy’s mom), Joan
Sackett, Laura Schmitt, Don Shimer, Susan
Szoke, Elva Tucker, Finnley Walton and Sharon
Wheeler (Craig and Becky Wheeler’s daughter-in
-law).

A HUGE EvUCC Thank You to Pam
Schneider and crew for the outstanding
Christmas Light Display enjoyed by the
entire Highland Community and beyond!
Thank you to all the volunteers that showed
up to decorate AND disassemble. We truly
appreciate your help and the sharing of your
Christmas Spirit!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Thank you to Art, Scott, and Aiden Schuetz for
their help on Christmas Eve handing out candles and communion to worshippers gathered in the parking lot!
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February 2
Lynn Beil
Dick Eilers
Dylan Galbiati
Kyle Gehrig
Aidan Hegger
Janet Nagel
Everly Rinderer
Blake Wellen

February 7
Dorothy Deibert
Steve Etherton
Amy Knackstedt
Adam Kustermann

February 12
Nicholas Dugan

February 3
Gavin ArcynskiMerkle
Dennis Plocher
Charles Weder

February 8
Dan Gifford
Pat Van Osdale
Herbert Weder

February 14
Sandy Buchmiller
Jason Michael

February 4
Rich Hargis
Alexis Lauth
Hannah Lauth
Paige Lauth
Brent Rinderer
Robby Seger

February 9
Braden Rehkemper
Logan Wieter

February 5
Richard Blake

February 11
Larry Iftner
Tom Netzer
Sarah Nagel Peter
Travis Roberts
Zoey Zobrist

February 6
Herman Louer
Clayton Mallard
Karla Zurliene

February 20
Elliot Buss
Jeremy Federer
Grace Korte
Cheryl Rinderer

February 24
David Emig

February 21
Al Barth
Ermajean Rehberger
Abby Wells
Jessie Wieter

February 26
Sharon Brown
Marsha Rinderer
Jerry Zurliene

February 17
Joe Michaelis
Shawn Winter

February 22
Carrie Belford
Madison Zobrist
Mark Zobrist

February 27
Loralei Lampe
Michelle Tompkins

February 18
Mya Iberg

February 23
Ramona Haisler
Todd Reilson
Ryan Stone
Bonnie Worflar

February 28
Brady Riechmann
Daniel Wilkinson

February 13
Keith Iberg
Norma Robertson

February 15
Arthur Gourley
Maddoz Haselhorst
Michael Poss

February 25
Phillip Ecker
Aaron Stewart

February 10
Casper Heichelbeck
Kourtney Zobrist

February 19
Terry Haller
Tyler Jansen
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February Articles
Due
February 15

Communion Drive-Thru Available
Sunday, February 7, 2021
10:00—10:45 a.m.

Preliminary Annual Meeting Info. Available Inside this Issue.
Watch your mail for Annual Report Information SOON!

