
 

 

The climate crisis is already devastating island communities across the United States and around the 

world. The extreme weather events, rising seas, economic disruptions, and health threats created or 

exacerbated by human-driven climate change are disproportionately affecting these communities, even 

as policies and programs that are not designed for islands routinely fail to meet their needs. With the 

ecological, social, and economic systems upon which island populations depend under increasing 

stress, prevailing attitudes and approaches that disadvantage islands must change. We demand action 

at the local, state, national, and international levels to help island communities respond effectively to 

the climate emergency facing our civilization. 

  

 Island communities in the United States and around the world are literally on the front lines 

of the climate crisis, and are already coping with: 

o extreme weather events and rising seas that are compromising or destroying critical 

infrastructure, including electrical grids, water systems, telecommunications facilities, roads 

and bridges, and port facilities; 

o often overburdened and under-resourced health care, food, education, and housing 

systems; 

o changes in the marine environment that are devastating fisheries, and degrading the 

ecosystems upon which many island livelihoods depend; and, 

o challenges associated with their physical isolation and, in most cases, a relative lack of 

political power. 

 Regulations and policies designed to serve mainland communities often do not serve 

islands well, including: 

o federal and state disaster preparedness, relief, and recovery programs and rules that do 

not adequately respond to the circumstances faced by island communities; 

o energy policies and investments that increase dependence on the mainland in costly and 

risky ways; 

o conventional approaches to drinking water and wastewater systems that disadvantage 

islands; 

o housing standards, building codes, and land use regulations that increase the vulnerability 

of island communities; and, 

o perpetuation of systems and policies that increase food insecurity. 

 

THE CLIMATE STRONG ISLANDS DECLARATION 



 The most vulnerable island communities in the United States are being routinely 

overlooked, neglected, or marginalized.  Examples include: 

o post-disaster recovery assistance for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands has been 

impeded by politics, institutional foot-dragging, and ideological posturing; 

o small or isolated island communities often have very few health care providers and 

services, and those that exist are chronically underfunded; and, 

o loss of housing and/or livelihoods contributes to high per capita rates of homelessness and 

forced relocation as illustrated by the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina, Maria, and Harvey. 

  

 With adequate resources, island communities are well-positioned to: 

o leverage investments in energy, telecommunications, transportation, and other 

technologies to participate more effectively in regional and global economies; 

o share promising local practices focused on sustainability and resilience; 

o pilot innovative solutions to sustainability and climate mitigation and adaptation; 

o pioneer nature-based solutions that enhance coastal resilience and prevent coastal erosion 

in the face of sea level rise and intensifying storms and natural disasters; 

o model effective local implementation of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

 We, the signatories, call on government agencies, foundations, corporations, 

environmental groups, and other organizations to: 

 

o Recognize the potential of islands to develop and perfect transformative approaches to 

energy, transportation, solid waste, agriculture, ocean, and coastal management 

o Support efforts to make island economies more sustainable, self-sufficient, and resilient 

o Review existing policies, practices, and priorities to determine if they disadvantage or 

marginalize island communities 

o Collaborate in a respectful and participatory way with island communities to develop new 

initiatives, programs, and projects that help them respond effectively to the growing climate 

crisis and other environmental challenges 

o Increase the level of funding and technical support available to island communities as they 

working to transform the critical systems on which they depend 

o Ensure that island communities are able to more meaningfully participate in funding and 

policy-making activities that affect their future 

 

  



 
 

Climate Strong Islands Declaration 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is the Climate Strong Islands Declaration? 

The Climate Strong Islands Declaration sets forth a set of principles, challenges, and opportunities faced by 

island communities in the United States, and calls on federal and state government agencies, the private and 

nonprofit sectors, academia, the philanthropic community, and the general public to help these communities 

respond to the climate crisis in an effective way.   

What is the purpose of the Declaration? 

The purpose of the Climate Strong Islands Declaration is to promote greater understanding and awareness of 

how accelerating climate change is already affecting island communities, and how current policies, programs, 

and approaches fall short in meeting their needs.  The Declaration is also designed to support knowledge 

sharing and other collaborative activities such as disaster preparedness, workforce development, energy 

planning, and environmental policymaking among the nation’s island jurisdictions.  While the Declaration is 

focused primarily on U.S. islands, it can help to frame participation in regional and global activities involving 

the world’s small island states.    

Why are you releasing the Declaration now? 

The next few years represent a critical time in the global effort to stabilize the climate system, and island 

communities can and should play a more prominent role in responding to the climate crisis. Their distinctive 

characteristics make them well-suited to serve as proving grounds for the kinds of systemic changes needed to 

put our civilization on a more sustainable, climate-friendly path.   

Who can sign onto the Declaration? 

Organizations, businesses, and localities of all types and sizes are welcome to sign onto the Declaration.  The 

list of signatories will be updated regularly, and a signatory can opt to be informed of events and collaborative 

activities related to the Declaration.  Though focused primarily on the circumstances facing U.S. islands, 

organizations based in, supporting, or advocating on behalf of small island states and territories are welcome to 

sign.   

 



How do you sign onto the Declaration?   

Signing the Declaration is simply a statement of support for the ideas and principles it contains.  There is no 

cost associated with doing so, and it does not imply support for any particular policy position or legislative 

action.  Those interested in signing must simply send an email with the subject line: SIGNING THE CLIMATE 

STRONG ISLANDS DECLARATION in all caps to agc@nyct-cfi.org.  If your organization would like to 

include a logo on the logo splash page of the Declaration please attach it to the email.  The list of signatories 

will be updated regularly.   

How will the Declaration be used?   

In addition to being referenced in relevant press releases from signatory organizations, the Declaration will 

serve as a call to action and inform local, regional, national, and international advocacy, lobbying, and capacity-

building efforts, as well as philanthropic, public, and private sector funding.  

How can I help support the goals of the Declaration? 

Signatory organizations are encouraged to incorporate the Declaration into their programs and activities, and to 

reach out to each other signatories to share information and collaborate on issues of mutual concern.   

 


