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BEYOND COVID-19, OUR MISSION CONTINUES

Everything came to a screeching halt with COVID-19.  
This epidemic has been devastating for everyone, but it has 
been even more challenging for the 267,000 children in 
Ohio with disabilities. 

It deeply pained Nellie Ferrell, mother of an 11 year old 
son on the spectrum, when her son Kingston continued 
to ask when he would be able to go to LifeTown. Kingston 
had been counting down the days towards his school’s 
scheduled visit to LifeTown. Although his school was shut 
down, he could not fathom missing a trip to his favorite 
school outing. 

Nellie reached out to LifeTown on Facebook, and wrote 

“My son was robbed of LifeTown”. 

Without hesitation, LifeTown responded and scheduled a 
visit to the front yard of Kingston’s home. Volunteers built 
cardboard storefronts and lined them on the sidewalk 
outside the Ferrel home, and Kingston was able to relive the 
educational experience of LifeTown. 

And thus, an 11 year old boy inspired “LifeTown on the Go” , 
a program which thousands of children in Columbus City 
Schools and all over Ohio  consequently benefit from. 

LIFETOWN-LESSONS FOR LIFE

At the LifeTown Dentist

LifeTown is a 5,000-square foot simulated village where 
children  and young adults with special needs gain 
confidence, self esteem and practice critical life skills needed 
to navigate every day life in a safe environment.

Students implement financial literacy, time management 
and social skills through withdrawing money from the 
LifeTown bank for use at  storefronts inside the town —a 
movie theater, salon, art studio, doctor and dentist office, 
library, deli, pet place, market place and a bike rental where 
they master traffic safety. Students are taught to write their 
own resume and prepare for a real life interview through 
role play at the LifeTown job fair.

This hands on, interactive program levels the playing field for 
thousands of students with special needs through equipping 
them with measurable life, social and pre-employment skills.

Thirty years ago, our students who walk through LifeTown 
today would have tragically been institutionalized. Instead, 
LifeTown is empowering them on their individualized 
journey towards independence.

Before the pandemic, 50-85 students arrived on-site each 
day, unlocking the future for thousands of children with 
disabilities, where they can transition into the work place 
and reach their full potential.

Kingston Ferrell with “LifeTown on the Go!”

LifeTown on the Go!
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A child’s education should not be dictated by the district the 
child lives in. No child should miss out on any beneficial 
educational opportunities.  For children with 
special needs to reach their full potential, 
they deserve specialized programs that go 
beyond the ordinary. 

LifeTown seeks to uplift all children with 
special needs to equip them with critical 
life-skills that they need, regardless of the 
zip code where they live in. At a time when 
children with disabilities are struggling to 
learn virtually, specialized learning has never 
been more crucial for their development. 

Although students are unable to attend LifeTown due to  
Covid-19, we bring LifeTown to all our students throughout 
Ohio. Recently highlighted by CBS Evening News, and local 
NBC4, LifeTown has been showcased  arriving at  students’ 
homes to bring the LifeTown experience to their front yards. 

LifeTown has embraced virtual learning while keeping life-skill 
lessons as hands on as possible during the start of the 2020 

school year.  Lessons range from financial 
literacy to job employment and have 
been made into activity boxes which are 
delivered to our student’s homes prior to 
their virtual visit. 

Columbus City Schools has agreed to use 
the program throughout this school year. 
By the start of holiday break, LifeTown 
will have served over 700 students from 
30 schools in the Columbus City School 

District. Through a generous grant from The Good Shepherd 
Foundation, schools in Pike-Ross County, Mansfield and 
Chillicothe were able to serve their communities with better 
resources for the special needs classrooms, expanding the 
presence of LifeTown to 12 counties and 22 school districts 
across the State of Ohio. 

The “LifeTown on the Go!” Truck

LifeTown on the Go outside a student’s home in Linden

LifeTown seeks to uplift 

all children with special 

need to equip them with 

the critical life-skills that 

they need, regardless  

of their zip code. 

A Zip Code Should Not Decide a Child’s Education 

Caroline Parnisari with LifeTown Student 
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“Stereotypes can be broken,” declared 
Jaysse Lopez, CEO & Founder of Urban 
Necessities. As part of a panel assembled 
for the LifeTown Legends Luncheon, he 
echoed the theme of the day: no one 
should be labeled by their challenges. 
Instead, each person—especially a 
child—should be seen as someone with 
opportunities. 

Last year’s luncheon honored Jeffrey 
Schottenstein for his passion and 
advocacy in support of giving children 
with special needs the life skills to move 

Defeating the Label: LifeTown Legends Luncheon Honors 
Jeffrey Schottenstein

doctors gave him at birth, focusing 
instead on his “superpower” to motivate 
others through laughter. Dr. Michael 
Jenike, Harvard Psychiatry Professor and 
Founder of the Obsessive Compulsive 
Institute, reminded the crowd of 700 
to remember that mental illness or 
disability is something we have—not 
something we are. And OSU and NBA 
player Lawrence Funderburke talked 
about the role of hope in helping us 
make the most out of the opportunities 
we have in life.

closer to living and working independently 
in today’s challenging society. Through 
the Friendship Circle mentoring program 
and his company, TACKMA, Jeffrey works 
tirelessly to celebrate each human being as 
an individual.

The luncheon’s panel discussion featured 
inspiring stories from those like Jaysse, 
who shook off the “homeless” label 
to become successful in the highly 
competitive world of sneaker resale. 
Motivational speaker and designer Ryan 
Hudson-Peralta rejects the “disabled”

L-R: Dr. Michael Jenike, Ryan Hudson-Peralta , Jaysse Lopez and Jeffrey Schottenstein

Skip Weiler, Mike Schiff and Jeffrey Schottenstein 
Jay Schottenstein, Areyah Kaltmann, 
Michael Stickney and Don Garlikov

 Betsy Bankhurst , Ron Greenbaum and 
Terri Greenbaum 
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At LifeTown, we work every day to help children feel like the champions of their 
own stories. Lifetown played host to heroes of a different kind: former Buckeye 
National Championship football players. Both football stars’ visits  
were coordinated by Brian Schottenstein.

“What you’re doing here—

making everyone feel special, 

from the bank to the deli to 

the movie theatre—it’s an 

experience like none other.” 

—Cardale Jones

Buckeye Legends Visit the Chabad Center 

A SPECIAL GUEST: GOVERNOR MIKE DEWINE VISITS LIFETOWN!

Cardale Jones Feels the Magic of LifeTown

A Book Launch for Maurice Clarett 
Maurice Clarett has found the redemptive power in helping others. In his book, One 
and Done: How My Life Started When My Football Career Ended, Maurice details the 
work he’s done to rebuild his life after a difficult time that included time in prison. In 
November, he launched the book at The Lori Schottenstein Chabad Center as part of its 
Herbert Weyl Jewish Business Network speaker series. Though Maurice now mentors 
student-athletes, his book will appeal to anyone struggling to find opportunities 
in daunting circumstances. He plans to use book proceeds to fund his Red Zone 
Foundation—an organization that offers programs to help improve mental health and 
personal growth for others. Now, there’s an MVP. 

We were honored to host Ohio 
Governor Mike DeWine for the 
Herbert Weyl Jewish Business 
Network Luncheon. He made a quick 
stop through LifeTown before the 
luncheon to greet all of our students 
at LifeTown that day. His presence 
in LifeTown did not go unnoticed! 

With such great real-world 

applications that LifeTown 

offers for our students, we 

are able to make everything 

into a learning opportunity.

The students were on their best 
behavior and were thrilled to have the 
opportunity to show Governor DeWine 
around LifeTown. “LifeTown is always 
a highlight of our school year. Having 
Governor DeWine at LifeTown today 

After asking the students about 
their visit, they explained, “I saw the 
Governor and he smiled at me when 
I was riding a bicycle so I stopped for 
him and let him go through.” We were 
humbled by your genuine interest 
and engagement with our students, 
teachers, and volunteers. Thank you, 
Governor DeWine!

and being a part of this experience 
was such a great opportunity. With 
such great real-world applications that 
LifeTown offers for our students, we are 
able to make everything into a learning 
opportunity.”  The teachers and students 
alike prepared for the exciting visitor. 

Cardale Jones

Maurice Clarett

Cheryl Cox, Herbert Weyl,  
Governor Mike DeWine and Steve Weyl

Governor Mike DeWine, Toria Aronoff and
Brian Schottenstein

Sometimes you have to see it to believe it. 
“I didn’t know what to expect,” explained 
Cardale Jones. “What you’re doing here— 
making everyone feel special, from the bank 
to the deli to the movie theatre—it’s an 
experience like none other.” Cardale’s visit 
meant a lot to students who got to meet him, 
talk football and even get a few autographs. 
The most important things he gave them? 
Respect. Validation. And extra strength to 
believe in themselves.
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A gold-sealed certificate now hangs 
proudly at the Lori Schottenstein 
Chabad Center- LifeTown’s Outstanding 
Program Delta Award from the New 
Albany Chamber of Commerce. Each 
year, the honor goes to a program that 
demonstrates “a commitment to growth” 
in the community. At LifeTown, growth 
is more than a commitment—it’s our 
promise to children with special needs 
across Ohio.

During the presentation, City Council 
member, Marlene Brisk praised LifeTown 
for its innovative practices and its 
achievement in providing learning

LifeTown Honored for Improving Our Community 
environments that “allow a child to 
experiment with realistic situations where 
social and safety risks are mitigated.” 

She went on to describe the goal 
of LifeTown: to help students with 
special needs learn the social and 
preemployment skills that help them 
become better prepared to meet the 
demands of adult life and community. 
Esther Kaltmann, our LifeTown-
Friendship Circle Director, accepted  
the award.

At LifeTown, growth is more 

than a commitment—it’s our 

promise to children with 

special needs across Ohio.

LIFETOWN’S CURE TO ISOLATION & LONELINESS
Individuals with special needs are 
more isolated than ever due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Being an at-risk 
population, many of them have 
been homebound since the start of 
the pandemic causing severe social 
isolation and loneliness. LifeTown 
recently surprised Caroline, a young 
adult with special needs, who 
has not left her home for the past 
8 months— since the start of the 
pandemic in March. She opened her 
garage door to the surprise of a dance 
performance by OSU Dance Irregulars, 
a professional dance team through 
Ohio State University, and a group of 
volunteers holding signs of supportive 
messages. 

“The Flash Mob was an amazingly 
huge and creative way that the 
folks at LifeTown thought to bring 
happiness to my daughter who has 
remained isolated since the pandemic 
began. LifeTown is an incredible and 
loving organization that will go to 
any lengths to bring joy and love to 
individuals with special needs. The 
flash-mob made my daughter feel that 
she was loved by so many people and 
not forgotten by friends during this 
very difficult time.”

—Caroline’s Mother

Dance performance outside Caroline’s home

Volunteers showing Caroline that she is not forgotten!
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For our students, LifeTown is a place of discovery.  
So, it’s fitting that our generous partner, Discover,  
would play such an important part at LifeTown. 

Another Year of Life-Changing 
Support from 

A Soothing Sensory Room
While the sights and sounds of 
LifeTown can be exciting, they can 
also trigger sensory overload. During 
sensory over-load, a child’s body 
experiences distress, which can lead 
to extreme irritability and, sometimes, 
the need to lash out at objects and 
people around them. Thanks to a 
generous lead grant from Discover, 
students feeling overloaded can now 
step into a soothing sensory room just 
off LifeTown Park. Inside, a state-of-

Learning to Shop with Cards

...Students feeling overloaded 

can now step into a soothing 

sensory room just off 

LifeTown Park. Inside, a 

state-of-the-art Experia 

multisensory machine offers 

gentle stimulation of the 

primary senses.

“This partnership with LifeTown will help teach local students with 
disabilities the important life skill of using a debit and credit cards 
at the digital point of sale, which is essential in today’s society.” 
That’s Lindsey Dorsten, Director of Regional Operations with 
Discover, describing how a generous donation now makes it 
possible for LifeTown students to learn about cashless payments. 

A ribbon cutting in December helped mark the 
installation of the point-of-sale system that runs 
the cards at LifeTown registers. Whether they’re 
paying for popcorn or accepting payments as 
an employee in LifeTown stores, children now 
gain valuable skills that can help them work 
towards a more independent future.

the-art Experia multisensory machine 
offers gentle stimulation of the primary 
senses. Complete with a projector,  
fiber-optic tubing, an LED light bubble 
tube, music, mirrors, and more, this 
multisensory machine works through 
an iPad that puts LifeTown students in 
control of the technology. The LifeTown 
sensory room now enhances learning 
experiences because children know they 
have a safe, calming space of their own 
whenever they need it.

LED light bubble tube Projector

Fiber-optic tubing

Lindsey Dorsten, Director of Regional Operations

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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A New Kind of Smile at LifeTown!
Thanks to the Lewis and Felsenthal 
families, LifeTown is humbled to 
announce the Dental Clinic will  
be renamed  —LifeTown Smiles,  
in honor of Larry Felsenthal,  
of blessed memory. 

We are thankful for Claire Lewis, who has 
written a tribute to her Grandfather. 

“My grandfather was well loved within our 
community and at home. Even though 
I do not have many memories of him, I 
do remember a few things that he was 
known for. 

He had a great personality, Larry-isms 
(words of wisdom for others), and cared 
for others. He showed that he cared for 
others by helping to start LifeTown,  
giving donations, volunteering and so much 
more. I will never forget the lasting impact 
he has had on me. My favorite thing about 
my grandfather was his Larry-isms. Every 
time I think of him and what he would do 

I would laugh because he had such an 
outstanding personality. You may not 
know him as well as I know him, but one 
thing I can say is that even if he didn’t 
know you he went out of his way to 
become friends with you and that’s one 
thing that I’m so proud to say about him.

Dedicated by the Lewis and Felsenthal Families
in honor of Larry Felsenthal

Larry’s vision for LifeTown 

is that every kid who walks 

though those doors, no matter 

what their disability, can 

make a difference and that 

difference can start with 

every one of us.

Chabad building, Rabbi Kaltmann would 
sometimes turn to Larry for some advice 
and help. He would be so proud of the 
memories we have made in his name at 
LifeTown. I’m so happy to say that Larry 
would be proud of LifeTown and the 
successes that have occurred. When I 
think of him I know he has brought so 
many smiles to people’s faces. We have 
donated LifeTown Smiles in honor of my 
grandfather, Larry Felsenthal—and may 
his lasting impact at Chabad live forever. 
Larry’s vision for LifeTown is that every 
kid who walks though those doors, no 
matter what their disability, can make a 
difference and that difference can start 
with every one of us. That is why we 
chose to donate to the Dental Clinic. We 
wanted to make a difference and enable 
these children to take care of themselves.”

 —Claire Lewis (Larry’s Granddaughter)

I could go on and on about why I love 
my grandfather so much, but you would 
be reading this forever so I will this 
short and simple. Cherish the moments 
you have with the people you love 
the most and live every moment to 
the fullest (Larry-ism). That just a little 
about him. When opening the new 

EMPOWERING CHILDREN WITH RESILIENCY AGAINST ADDICTION

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

The COVID-19 pandemic has compounded isolation and addiction. It’s 
just a question of time when a vaccine will be found for COVID-19. Sadly, 
the addiction epidemic can’t be so simply cured. Developed in alignment 
with Ohio Department of Education Health Education requirements, 
National Health Education Standards, OH House Bill 367, the Generation 
Rx Program, and the Health & Opioid Abuse Prevention Education 
Curriculum, the Stop to Live prescription drug misuse and abuse 
curriculum uses a superhero theme with tactile, hands-on activities to 
make the concepts tangible and readily acceptable for LifeTown’s student 
population. Stop to Live empowers our students to develop good 
decision-making skills and self-respect, essential tools to use throughout 
life to resist substance use. On a one-on-one basis with a trained 
volunteer role-playing as a physician in LifeTown’s doctor’s office replica, 
students with a variety of special needs are introduced to, practice, and 
reinforce prescription drug awareness and abuse prevention skills. 

The US Department of Health and Human Services Office reports that people with disabilities are 2-4 times more at 
risk for substance abuse. Students with disabilities have multiple risk factors for drug misuse such as ongoing use of 
medication, health and depression problems, societal enabling, a lack of identification of potential problems, and a lack 
of accessible and appropriate prevention and treatment services. Stop to Live is the first developmentally appropriate 
prescription drug education curriculum in the US, designed specifically for students with disabilities to boost protective 
factors and reduce risk factors for substance abuse. Stop to Live is a hands-on approach that ensures learners of every 
ability level are empowered with life-saving skills.



LIFETOWN  IS SERVING MORE STUDENTS!
 6,049 individual student visits

 1,266 unique students

 1,967 Stop to Live Lessons

 78 schools

 20 school districts

 10 counties

 7 private schools,  
organizations, programs

 1,110 volunteers

 6,610 volunteer hours 

LifeTown Columbus | Friendship Circle 6220 E. Dublin-Granville Road
New Albany, OH 43054 | (614) 939-0765
www.lifetowncolumbus.org | www.friendscolumbus.com

L I F E TO W N  S C H O O L  Y E A R

8 | LifeTown Year in Review

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  IS CREATING 
MEANINGFUL FRIENDSHIPS!

 115 families served    

 35 group events

 260 home visits

 125 high schools/ 
college volunteers

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE; CREATING FRIENDSHIP FOR LIFE! 
Friendship Circle organizes social experiences and group 
activities which foster mentorship, camaraderie, fun and 
friendship. The Friendship Circle has created an exceptional 
network of friends for children and teens with special needs.  
The network consists of student volunteers from local  

high schools and colleges, who all receive training to 
work with children of all ages and abilities. With this 
program the special needs population has been able 
to participate in numerous positive experiences in an 
uplifting environment. 

This year Friendship Circle  
classes consisted of:

• Martial Arts
• Cooking
• Jazzercise
• Yoga
• Arts & Crafts
• Book Club 

Excursions Included: 
• Art with Anna
• Trampoline Park
• Bowling

OUR PROGRAMS AT
LIFETOWN ARE

POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF:

WE SALUTE COLUMBUS
CITY SCHOOLS FOR THEIR

DEDICATION TO ALL OF
THEIR STUDENTS!




