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HONORING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 'What are you doing for 
others?’” This leads us to ask what is Parks doing for others?  We have embarked on a 
transformation of our organization, parks, and historic sites system to better reflect the diversity 
of our great State in all aspects.  
 

In the past year, we dedicated the East River State Park in Brooklyn for the late LGBTQ civil rights 
activist Marsha P. Johnson and unveiled a statue honoring suffragist and abolitionist Sojourner 
Truth at the Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park in Ulster County, where Truth was born 
into slavery.  
 

In 2021, we plan to launch the statewide “All Are Welcome Here” campaign to expand on our 
foundation of diversity, equity, and inclusion to inspire broader engagement with communities 
and increase access to our incredible system.  
 

As we honor Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Parks will continue to embrace within its mission his 
vision for equality, social and economic justice, and community empowerment. 
 

JOHN BROWN LIVES! FEATURED IN ANNUAL COMMEMORATION  

This year, due to COVID restrictions, New York State’s annual commemoration of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will be 
presented as a statewide broadcast event, “New York State Celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Civil Rights Then and Now,” airing Monday, 
January 18 at 10:00 am on PBS stations throughout New York and streaming at empirestateplaza.ny.gov/nyking. 
 

The one-hour tribute to Dr. King will showcase some of the people and organizations across New York State that embody the principles of one 
of America’s most significant leaders for social justice, freedom, and equality.   
 

John Brown Lives!, a not-for-profit organization that operates in partnership with the John 
Brown State Historic Site in the Saratoga Region, will be highlighted during the program.   
 

The organization has a mission to "not just honor John Brown’s forceful voice in bringing an 
end to slavery, but to take his lead and follow in his footsteps, promoting social justice and 
human rights through reflection and activism, awareness and exploration, kinship and 
individual action."   
 

EAGLE SCOUT BRIDGE AT MOREAU STATE PARK  

Last fall, two local Scout Troops in 
Saratoga County built a new trail bridge 
at Moreau Lake State Park on Mud 
Pond Trail.  The project was Jackson 
Ellnor’s Eagle Scout project, and was 
supported by the park, both BSA 
Troops, members of Friends of Moreau 
Lake State Park, and members of the 
community.  
 

Over the course of two weekends in 
November the bridge went from being 
just a plan to a fully functional 
completed bridge.  
 

The entire Moreau SP staff worked collectively on the project. Hats off to the maintenance 
team of Josh Burnham, Tom Madison, Dennis Harppinger, Wayne Law and Aaron Aiken 
for making sure the scouts had all the materials and equipment on site to complete this 
project.  The Friends of Moreau Lake helped out by offering hands-on assistance and the 
park’s engineering department also played a huge role in designing and sourcing some of 
the hard-to-find materials.  
 

Overall this project was a huge success for Jackson and all involved.  This is the second 
Eagle Scout Project completed in conjunction with Moreau Lake State Park in the past two 
years, with the rebuilding of a lean-to within the park that was completed last year. 
 

To view more photos of the project from start to finish, CLICK HERE.  
 

THE SAP IS FLOWING AT CLAY PIT PONDS  

Just in case you think there is no maple 
tree tapping and sap flowing in New 
York City, think again! 
 

In two straight days of maple tree 
tapping at Clay Pit Ponds State Park 
Preserve (CPPSPP) in Staten Island, 
environmental educators Emily Becker 
and Emily Gaines worked with 37 
community volunteers spread out 
across five sessions to tap the park 
preserve's sugar maples and hang 
more than 30 buckets to collect the free flowing sap. 
 

The event was announced with two days' notice and required advance registration.  It 
took less than an hour for the reservations to fill up.  New Yorkers are really excited to be 
outside and tap trees.   
 
In February, CPPSPP's dynamic Environmental Educators team will host Maple Syrup 
Saturdays and teach everyone how to turn that precious sap into delicious local maple 
syrup.  Yum!  
 
 
 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE MULCHFEST AT HEMPSTEAD LAKE STATE PARK 

Hempstead Lake State Park partnered with the Rockville Center (RVC) Conservancy to host the inaugural 

“RVC Mulchfest” – where Rockville Centre residents could dispose of their Christmas trees in a safe and 

environmentally friendly manner.  Patrons who supplied a 

bag, left with a free bag of mulch! 

Park Staff mulched 43 trees and the RVC Conservancy 

provided volunteers for traffic control and tree unloading.  

Mulch that was not taken home was used on trails in the 

northern section of the park. Special thanks to Michael 

Drumm for organizing the event, Alex Ibanez and 

Dominga Diaz for their participation, and the RVC 

Conservancy. 
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COVID-19 VACCINATION EFFORTS 

The first COVID-19 vaccinations are here 
and 30 state-run Points of Dispensing 
(PODS) are expected to be stood up 
throughout New York.   
 

THANK YOU to the hundreds of staff 
from all eleven regions who have 
offered to assist with the POD site 
operations and Vaccination Hotline.  
Your dedication and support of this 
important public health engagement is 
greatly appreciated and needed!   
 
Yesterday, I was on hand to open Jones Beach State Park POD alongside  
employees from all Long Island Parks who have worked hard over the last 
few days setting up the site and ensuring all operations run effectively 
and efficiently.  
 

The site will remain open seven days a week.  Currently 700 
appointments a day are being processed, with an expected daily total of 
1,000 appointments.  Jones Beach State Park continues to also host a 
testing site.   
 

Special thanks to the Long Island crew pictured to the right for their many 
efforts lifting both the POD and COVID-19 testing site -- Lawrence Anderson, Brenda Temps, John Krzyminski, Jeffrey Mason, George (Chip) 
Gorman and Kevin Connelly. 
 

MOYNIHAN TRAIN HALL 

This week, the Governor unveiled New 
York’s priorities in the State of the 
State address. A highlight of the 
program was the continued 
transformation of the former 
Pennsylvania Station in Manhattan.  
 

Parks is playing a significant role in this 
priority project with the administration 
of Historic Tax Credits for the public-
private partnership.  A major aspect of 
the project involves expanding the 
station into the Farley Post Office 
building, which was listed in the State and National Registers in 1973.  
 

Officially opened on December 30, the new Moynihan Train Hall is one of the largest transportation investment projects in the nation and 
solidifies New York as a continued leader in transportation development.   
 

Interesting Fact: The modern preservation movement began in 1963 with the 
demolition of the original 1910 Penn Station, which was considered one of the finest 
architectural achievements of the 20th century. The ensuring uproar over the 
demolition resulted in the establishment of Park’s State Historic Preservation Office 
and the National Register program.  New  York continues to lead the nation in listings 
on the Register and in the use of Historic Tax Credits.      
 
 
 
 

WATER QUALITY AND INVASIVE SPECIES REPORTS  

Invasive species are one of the greatest threats to our natural environment and can also greatly impact visitor experience and operations at 
our State Parks and Historic Sites. 
 

The Invasive Species Unit (ISU), based in Albany and the Invasive Species Field Office at Minnewaska State Park Preserve, helps identify, 
prioritize, and guide invasive species projects and initiatives. The ISU is staffed by Matt Brincka, Falon Neske, Nick Marcet, and Sarah Travalio. 
By providing resources, guidance, training and support to Regional staff, and working closely with partner agencies/organizations, the ISU 
works to protect the environmental and cultural resources at our parks across the state. To learn about the team’s accomplishments this year, 
please CLICK HERE. 
  
The Water Quality Unit (WQU) is located in the Albany Office and staffed by April Brun, Lindsey DeLuna, and Lauren Gallagher. The WQU is 
responsible for monitoring water quality and responding to harmful algal blooms (HABs) and water quality exceedances at bathing beaches 
and waterbodies across the state. The unit also helps provide safe drinking water for patrons and staff at State Park facilities. This work 
provides safe and enjoyable recreation for patrons while maintaining, restoring or enhancing aquatic habitats. To discover more about their 
work, please CLICK HERE. 
 

As a reminder, the Division of Environmental Stewardship and Planning (DESP) has developed a shared online platform where agency staff can 
easily communicate with division staff and learn about division services. For more information on DESP, including Invasive Species and Water 
Quality, please CLICK HERE to join the DESP Statewide Team. 
 

DENNY FARRELL RIVERBANK ICE SKATING RINK  

Denny Farrell Riverbank State Park sits high up over the Hudson River in Harlem and features 
NYC’s only roof top skating rink with a magnificent view of the park and scenery beyond.  The 
rink is one of the largest outdoor public skating rinks in New York City and open for business 
despite the constraints of the pandemic. 
 

The popular rink is National Hockey League size, remains iced from November – March weather 
permitting, and plays host to numerous hockey teams, skating groups and other activities.   
 

In the summer, the rink is transformed into an on-line skating and roller-skating rink.  
 

Recently, the rink had some special skaters (pictured right) as captured by Park Director Maurice 

Hicks. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

STAFF PHOTOS OF THE WEEK  

Chad Johnson (left) 
Palisades Region  
“Kings Highway bridge after the storm” 
 
 
Deidre Wentzel, Zookeeper (right) 
Trailside Museum and Zoo 
Palisades Region  
“Loki, one of our three eastern coyotes 
at Trailside Museums and Zoo” 
 

 
 

EMPLOYEE COVID-19 UPDATE 

Our agency continues to see a high number of COVID-19 cases and we currently have 47 employees who have tested positive and 103 are 
quarantined statewide.  Please be safe.  WEAR A FACE COVERING.  WASH YOUR HANDS.  SOCIALLY DISTANCE.  
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