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Our Vision:
To be a light on a hill for our
community (Matthew 5:14).
Our Mission:
We are called to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.

—by Rev. George Martzen

Waiting for Santa

Our Values:
We reaffirm our values as a multicultural and inclusive community
united in the love of Jesus Christ.
Our Congregational Goals for 2020:
● To start a Saturday night
fellowship with young adults.
● To develop a welcoming program.
● To encourage every member to
tithe their prayers, their presence,
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You better watch out, better not cry
You better not pout,
I'm telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town.
J. Fred Coots and Haven Gillespie, 1934

Santa Claus was a pretty important guy when I was growing up. Besides church
and school, the family typically attended three gatherings in December; Christmas
dinners put on by the Dinuba Grange, the VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) and the
American Legion. Santa always made a cameo appearance, kind of a teaser with little
goody bags for us kids. We would sing the popular the Christmas songs, like “Santa
Claus is Comin’ to Town,” concluding with Jingle Bells, and then Santa would show up.
Of course, all the excitement was building to Christmas Eve, with the candle service and
the family gathering with all the cousins. We understood that eventually we had to go
home and go to bed. Otherwise Santa wouldn’t come. Of course, I figured out that
Santa had his helpers in my parents, but the story of Santa still enriched my childhood.
It would be easy to criticize Santa as a business marketing tool, complete with
color coding and jingles, to get people to support capitalism. And some Christians
criticize the tradition as a relic of paganism. But during these difficult times, let’s
consider the positive values of this cultural icon. After all, the roots of Santa Claus are
much deeper than America, going back to Christian saints, especially Saint Nicholas of
Myra.
One of the most important values is that of waiting in hope. We’re doing a lot
of waiting these days – waiting for the end of the pandemic, for a vaccine, for
businesses, schools and the church to open up again. Are you waiting with hope?
Waiting need not be passive. A mother waiting for the birth of a child, takes
practical steps during the waiting time, like preparing a space for the coming child as
well as practicing self-care. As children we were reminded to practice good behavior as
we wait Christmas Eve.
That is like the Christian season of Advent, which derives from the Latin,
advenire, “to arrive.” Advent is the period in which we practice waiting for the arrival of

Jesus Christ. The gospel of the first Sunday of Advent presents a stark mood: “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the
time will come” (Mark 13:33). The church has practiced waiting for two parallel events, Jesus first coming and the second
coming. It’s easier to talk about the first coming. We already have the story in the Bible and two millennia of songs and sermons.
We remember how the ancients waited on the words of the prophets. We remember Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem and
their anticipation of the promised child.
The second coming is harder to talk about, because it hasn’t happened, and the telling of it is often mixed with dark
images of tribulation and judgment. That’s because the ancient prophets and seers spoke from the perspective of a poor and
subjugated people who longed for a military liberator.
During this Advent time, November 29 to December 20, we will focus on the practices of waiting, by recalling those
hopeful parts of our tradition. We’ll share some of our fondest Christmas memories and hopes, including Santa and Christmas
trees, while also considering the deeper meanings of the Lord’s coming.
Even as we await a vaccine, we are still in a state of pandemic, so our worship continues to be online with Zoom. That
doesn’t mean you can’t call or write each other, or keep each other in prayer. Those are some of the ways that we practice
waiting.

O come, O come, Immanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel

CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS BACK FOR HOLIDAYS 2020: Music brings joy when we hear it and especially when we make it.
In celebration of our Winter Holidays our Children’s Choir will be gifting a performance. So please, children or the
“child-at-heart” adults out there: get those vocal chords warmed up and go to the links below and sing along
karaoke style. Remember: I will need a recording of your performance.
Instructions: 1. Go to the following links. We will be performing “The Rose.” Send separate videos for melody and
harmony: Melody: https://youtu.be/P2aBL4YluqU
Harmony: https://youtu.be/rGYC5ZGD7lU 2. Use
headphones to listen to the Youtube videos and record yourself singing. 3. Also: record yourself answering the
question: “What are you most looking forward to once quarantine is over and what is the first thing you’re going to
do once quarantine lifts? 3. Send me your videos via Google or wetransfer.com Deadline: December 13
Thank you! Any questions: contact Ruth Chon at 917-749-6462

November 1

November 8

Attendance: 56
Attendance: 63
Offering: $2,600.35 Offering:: $779.35

November 15

November 22

November 29

Attendance: 85
Offering: $515.15

Attendance: 51
Attendance: 54
Offering: $3,769.20 Offering: $4,385.55

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online at our
website www.sgpumc.org. Click on Make a Donation . Please make note of your name and contact information on the memo line. Thank you for supporting our church and ministries!
*Please note that our general offerings year to date are $78,669.79 and our general offering
budget for 2020 is $102,000.

December 6

Online Worship
Liturgist: Janice Hurtado

December 13

Online Worship
Liturgist: Alicia Marquez

December 20
Online Worship
Liturgist: John Taniguchi

December 27
Online Worship
Liturgist: : Paul Wong

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew: Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell,
Ruth Chon, Jim Bell, Doreen Bolten, Louise Garcia, Kai Garcia, Walter Martzen,
November
22
Ratheesh November
Pillai , Jim15
Bell, Walt Martzen,
Kai Garcia,
Sarah Wong & Rev. George
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—by Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi
WAGING PEACE
In 1995 I was Head Chaplain of a Christian
university of 7,000 students in Fukuoka, the
capitol of Kyushu. One day the phone rang in my
office. It was the head of the Fukuoka Immigration Office. He phoned our chaplain’s office. He
did not suspect that with a Japanese name like
Yagi, I would be an American! He asked me to describe and evaluate Jehovah’s Witnesses. The
immigration officials being secularists or Buddhists
had no idea who were Jehovah’s Witnesses.
I had the highest respect for Jehovah’s
Witnesses because of their historically tested Pacifism. Also my older cousin was a lay leader in San
Diego. Although my Baptist church and his
denomination rejected each other, we both
through the years had the highest respect for our
personal discipleships. Officials on some level in
the Fukuoka Immigration Office would make
decisions
toward
Jehovah’s
Witnesses
missionaries based on my recommendations. The
Witnesses uncompromised stand on Pacifism in
many different nations through many different
wars had my highest respect. Pacifism during
peacetime is popular; Pacifism in wartime brings
threats, danger, and hate crimes.
Some 20 years ago I lived in an apartment
complex in Alhambra with many Chinese. One
floor below me was a man who became my friend.
He was so upset when he found out I was Christian
clergy. He shouted, “No, no, no. Religions bad,
bad, bad. Religions fight, fight, fight all the time.”
That was his impression of the three prominent
Chinese religions of his family—Buddhism, Taoism,
Confucianism and other underground sects.” I
tried to calm him saying, “Bad religions make war;
Good religions make peace. My religion makes
peace.” He was unconvinced, “Religions bad, bad,
bad. Religions fight, fight, fight.”
Besides preaching the Cross and the
Resurrection, feeding the poor, healing the sick,
defending the abused, and protecting the planet
Earth, we need to Wage Peace! What do you
think?

Personality Portraits Photo
Fundraiser for GPUMNSK

The Nursery School is hosting a photo fundraiser
with Tiffany Luong on Dec. 5, 2020 from 12-1 p.m. for the
benefit of GPUMNSK with "Personality Portraits" - an
outdoor picture day that lets your child's personality
(shyness, silliness, smiley-ness) shine. This will be a Covid
safe experience, and appointments and masks will be
required. Booking fee is $25 per child, which can be
applied to your order. Orders will be ready for pickup by
Dec. 17, in time for holiday gifting. Online booking opens
on Nov 30, at 12 p.m. at tiffanyluong.com/picture-day. Set
a reminder on your phone to snag a spot! Spaces are limited.
Granada Park United Methodist Nursery School & Kindergarten
1850 W. Hellman Avenue Alhambra, CA 91803(626) 284-5006

Alhambra Performing Arts Center
Postpones Concerts
—from Bill Yee, Artistic Director
Chef/Artistic Director Bill Yee in response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has reluctantly cancelled the Alhambra Performing Arts Center
2020 Season. 2020 would have been the 14th year for this popular
free monthly community program. The program is only on hiatus, so
plan on the return to enjoying quality entertainment as soon as we can.

Resources For Difficult Times: If you are feeling extra
anxious or depressed, you are not alone. Don’t be afraid
to seek help. Call your own health provider, or check out
the LA County Mental Health Helpline-(800) 854-7771. LA
Unified School District, call the Student and Family
Wellness Hotline: 213-241-3840 (weekdays 8-5).
Rent Assistance, go to LA County Rent Assistance
wwwa.lacda.org/programs/rent-relief (August 17-31).
LA County residents call 2-1-1 or go to www.211la.org
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Digital Neighbors: New Missional Paradigm of a Neighbor
Luke 10:25-37 (Parable of The Good Samaritan)
A few months ago, I noticed that my father, who is in his
early 70’s, updated his phone to a decent camera phone. I
know he never used any social media or any tech platform
nor expressed interest in a new camera phone. Some days
later he started connecting with his friends, church
members and doing spiritual activities (bible studies,
discussion, small groups), and his interactions with people were increased. We need
to ponder what it means to be a Christian in this tech world and how it connects to our
relationship with God and others by being a light to the digital world. In the Good
Samaritan story, when the lawyer asks Christ who his neighbor is, Christ's simple
answer is the one who is restricted by society to access resources and social
connection, and that one is an ethnic minority.
Have you ever thought about how these technologies are shaping our everyday
Christian Life? How is God working through technology? Many people think of
technology as evil, addictive, and with many temptations and pitfalls. Yes, it can be
very destructive to young people and families. However, when we look at the sixty-six
books in the Bible, we see that God uses different media (even wireless
communication) to correspond with people. God used angels, humans, animals,
attributes, clouds, and seas, etc...How does this modern technology shape community
and nurture mission renewal in the digital epoch?
Today most of us, young/old, are on the digital platform and connecting to
someone somewhere, and we are reshaping the way we live and turning into “digital
neighbors.” Even our family relationships are digitalized. Those who want to be our
neighbors are not next door neighbors. Our neighbors can be people who live in a
distant destination. We share things and hold them in prayer, and also we support
them financially (using Venmo, digital gift cards, etc.) in digital ways.

Birthdays
12/1:
12/3:
12/5:
12/7:
12/8:
12/9:
12/10:
12/12:
12/15:
12/19:
12/21:
12/26:
12/29:

Eunice Suhee Lee
Roger Staal
Barbara Nozawa
Pyoung Hwa Lee
Ryan Wong
Dorothy Tsuji
Etsuko Nakamura
Paul Hutchins
Ken Matsumoto
Patricia Chou
Debajit Dhara
Sehond Mun
Kevin Carey
Beatrice Tabata
Ravi Bariya

Anniversaries
12/1: George and Karina Shafer
12/27: Roy and Nancee Iketani
12/31: Alphuno and Parimal Roy

When we look at the present day and the quarantine season our rhythms of life
need to be redefined from traditional to digital neighbors. I observed that, compared
to other religious groups , we Christians use technology the most (to promote the
church, church activities, having worship, and other meetings). However, at some
point, we miss connecting as a neighbor, or many don’t realize that we can be a “Godly
digital neighbor” to others. Today’s Christianity is rooted in and entwined with digital
association with people; therefore the digital neighbor must also be part of the emphasis of Christian mission and discipleship.

-Family of Nancee Iketani
-Mike Hurtado
-Ken Matsumoto
We need to ponder how to reconstruct our neighborhood in this Covid-19 season
-Yoko Hayeshida
and tech world. God urges us to become “people of action” like the Samaritan man in
-Joanne Jen
the parable. God’s mission and hope needs to mirror our digital connection; that’s the
-Ernie and Ernest Tom
essence of going into the world digitally and having neighbors digitally. Even in our
digital world, people are roaming, wandering and looking for hope and compassion.
-Nursery School
Covid brought a situation where many senior citizens became isolated, unable to meet
-Echavarria family
with families and grandchildren, but we can help them connect and become digital
neighbors.
-Marily McIver
Today my family is happy for my father; as a senior citizen, he is restricted to travel -Mary Sue Lodwick
and meeting with people, but he connects with people every day digitally. As we get
-Matt Nakamura
into the season of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year, let us use the digital resources with prayer and discernment to seek how we can be “the missionary” and
-Alfred Chu
“digital neighbor” to someone.
-Derek Tani
-Jean McIver
May God bless you all!
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December 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

Bible Study 1:00
pm

Youth Zoom
Meeting 7:30

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

Bible Study 1:00
pm

Youth Zoom
Meeting 7:30

25

26

Prayer 5:00 pm

6 Zoom

7

8

9

Worship 10:00

Bible Study 1:00
pm

Church Council
Town Hall
Meeting
following worship

Prayer 5:00 pm

14
13 Zoom
Worship 10:00

15

Prayer 5:00 pm

20

21

22

Zoom Worship
10:00

27

Zoom Worship
10:00

28

29

23

24

Bible Study 1:00
pm

Christmas Eve
Zoom Service

Prayer 5:00 pm

5:00 pm

30

31
New Years Eve
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