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—by Rev. George Martzen 

 

“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” 
 —Matthew 28:6  

 

How the throngs adored him.   

Jesus fed the masses with compassion. He healed the sick, cast out 
demons and proclaimed a kingdom of divine love and justice, just as 
Moses and the prophets had said.  Surely, this Jesus would reign in 
Jerusalem as God’s anointed Messiah. 

Then in the passage of a week, the euphoria came to a screaming 
halt as he was nailed to the Roman cross. All hope was wrapped in a grave 
shroud and hidden in a tomb.   

The good news that we share is that Jesus rose from the dead, but 
not to reclaim the Jerusalem throne, at least now for now.  The gospels 
record an angelic announcement: “He is not here; for he has been raised.”  

Easter is the most essential and oldest festival of the Christian 
year.  Yet the earliest attestations to the resurrection are not about some 
splashy exhibition – he didn’t lead a parade into the Roman Forum.  
Rather a small group of common laborers heard a terse declaration of his 
absence.  He is no longer here.   

I find myself in a similar condition today because of the Covid-19 
virus.  Sitting in the office between virtual gatherings, the silence and the 
absence are palpable.  For our safety, we must stay apart, and we don’t 
even know for how long. But we can, in the meantime, act in hopeful 
ways to care for each other.  Call, email or send cards to each other, 
especially those who are isolated.  

 
Continued on page 2, Joy of Easter 
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Our Vision: 
 

To be a light on a hill for our 
community (Matthew 5:14). 
 

Our Mission: 
 

We are called to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
 

Our Values: 
 

We reaffirm our values as a multi-
cultural and inclusive community 
united in the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Our Congregational Goals for 2019: 
 

● To start a Saturday night 
fellowship with young adults. 
 
 

● To develop a welcoming program. 
 
 

● To encourage every member to 
tithe their prayers, their presence, 
their gifts, their service. 
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Serving 
SGPUMC: 
 
 
 
 

April 5 
 Online Worship  
Liturgist: 
Kim Morrison 
 
 

April 10  
Good Friday 
Online Worship  
Liturgist: 
Jan Hurtado 
 

April 12 
Online Worship  
Liturgist: 
Christie Cheng 
 
 

April 19 
Online Worship  
Liturgist: 
Louise Garcia 
 
 

April 26 
Online Worship  
Liturgist: 
Alicia Marquez 
 
 

 Joy of Easter,  continued from 
page 1 

In the same way, the 
resurrection of Jesus is a call to live 
in hopeful, liberating ways until that 
day when Christ’s reign of love and 
justice becomes tangible.   

For the upcoming weeks, our 
Sunday worship and other 
gatherings are cancelled, but we are 
meeting online via Zoom 
technology.  At the designated 
times, use your computer, laptop, 
tablet or smartphone and click 
https://zoom.us/j/6803953106. 

Sunday online worship for 
the duration of the restrictions will 
be from 10 to 11 a.m.  To help you 
participate better in worship have a 
candle ready to light at the 
beginning of worship.  For Palm 
Sunday also get a small palm branch 
or other leafy branch to wave, as 
well as a glass of water and piece of 
bread.  On Easter Sunday, have an 
egg and some flowers.   

I’m also hosting other Zoom 
gatherings, such as Wednesday 
Bible study at 1p.m. and Evening 
Prayer on Wednesday and Fridays at 
5 p.m. using the liturgy of the Order 
of Saint Luke.    

Because there are no in-person 
offerings, you may give to the 
church by mail or online at our 
website www.sgpumc.org. Click on 

Make a Donation  

 

Where Did Jesus Go? 

 
—by Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi 

 
 Jesus died about 2,000 years ago. Then came the stunning good 
news that Jesus rose from the dead—a Resurrection!  But through the 
years something bothered me about this Easter Resurrection.  If Jesus 
was dead, but now is alive, why can’t we see him, feel his warm body.  
His blood is circulating again?  He is breathing again?  Why can’t we eat 
with him and sleep with him?  Why can’t he preach to us in our Sunday 
morning worship?  What good is the Resurrection if we don’t have him.  
We didn’t have him when he was dead in the tomb.  We still don’t have 
him after the Resurrection?  If we don’t have him, he may just as well 
stay dead in the tomb! 

 The church in its creeds, its party-line teaching said that Jesus as-
cended to heaven “at the right hand of God.”  They were satisfied with 
that in their pre-scientific, flat-earth, and earth centered universe.  But we 
in the 21st Century have crossed the line into scientific thinking-- a round 
earth and sun centered solar system. Where is heaven? Where is the right 
hand of God?  Does God have hands and legs?  We have to take ancient 
pre-scientific Christianity and translate it for 21st Century people.  

 How fortunate that the Apostle Paul saw the resurrected Jesus in a 
new light for us space aged Christians. Paul met Jesus on the Road to Da-
mascus after the resurrection when Jesus was supposed to be in heaven at 
the right hand of God. For ancient Christians in the pre-scientific world, 
Jesus ascended into heaven sitting at the right hand of God.  But I follow 
the Apostle Paul who found that Jesus ascended from the empty tomb 
into the human heart.  Jesus rose into my heart and your heart.  Happy 
Easter!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun With 
Numbers for 
March:  

March 1: 
Attendance: 57 
Offering: $1346 
 

March 8: 
Attendance: 52 
Offering: $1876 
 

March 15: 
Attendance: 25 + 
4 Zoom Families,  
Offering: $30 

March 22: 
Attendance: 21 
Zoom Families 
Offering: $554 

March 29: 
Attendance: 28 
Zoom Families 
Offering: $284 

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or 

online at our website www.sgpumc.org. Click on Make a Donation  

about:blank
http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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Your Fruit Will             
Tell the Root 

 
—by Ratheesh Pillai, 

Youth/Outreach Coordinator 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no 

law.”  —Galatians 5:22-23 
 

We are blessed by John Tanigu-
chi, who brings us all kinds of fruit in 
season every Sunday (except lately 
when we could not gather).  It's 
such a valuable blessing to the Sage 
community. I’m sure that his love 
and commitment motivate him to 
bring those bags of fruit every Sun-
day. I’m also sure that by now, he 
wouldn't have any issue recognizing 
which fruit tree is which, because 
he has known and cared for them a 
long time, and knows which plants 
or trees produce which fruit in vari-
ous seasons.  

 
What fruit are we producing and 

sharing in this panic season? Some-
times we ignore that, as Christians, 
we are obligated to demonstrate 
that we are organic Christians, not 
by simply practicing Christian rituals 
but by producing organic fruits. So, 
two things matter: the Root and the 
Fruit. Let's dig together and identify 
in ourselves where our roots are 
and what kind of fruits we are pro-
ducing. Bearing fruit is not optional; 
it's a condition for Christians.  

 
Matthew 12:33 says, “Either 

make the tree good and its fruit 
good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by 
its fruit.” In Galatians, Paul high-
lights two different kinds of fruits, 
fruits of the flesh and the fruit of 
the Spirit. The fruit of 
the "flesh" produces desires and 
accelerates our selfish motives in 
the world. Even we can see the 
fruits of the flesh among other 
Christian. They can call themselves 

Christian, but they are not ade-
quately rooted in Christ or trans-
formed. Psalm 1 talks about how a 
tree or plant looks if it is rooted in 
the word of God.  

 
In my home, we have a few in-

door green plants. There is a spe-
cific plant that my wife likes and 
cares for. However, one day she 
recognized the plant was not 
healthy. She tried to spray the wa-
ter on the leaves and talk to the 
plant every day, but the plant con-
tinued to appear unhealthy. Seeing 
the plant, I noticed that the issue 
was the root. I suggested that we 
put it into a bigger pot and put 
more soil so that the plant could 
grow bigger, and the roots could go 
deeper.  

 
Many Christians share that they 

have been church members for 
many years, but then how are their 
roots? Are they at a deeper level 
with Christ and the word of God 
that shows their fruits and spiritual 
health? Whether you have a little 
child in your house or a hundred 
years old, it doesn't matter because 
God counts everyone in our family 
and the community. According to 
our growth, we show a deeper level 
of understanding about God and 
reflect the fruit of the Spirit. We will 
never see the health and fruits un-
less we sink our roots in Christ and 
biblical foundation. The fruit reveals 
the life of the tree or plant; fruit 
shows the growth of the tree or 
plant; fruit shows the season in 
which the tree or plant is going 
through. At present, we're facing 
tough times with the pandemic, un-
employment, economic crisis, 
death, and fear everywhere.  

 
Are we defined by Jesus or “the 

fear”? Are you rooted in Christ 
whose Spirit produces the fruit of 
faith, hope, and encouragement? 
Let our families, our children, grand-
children, and our community have 
experiences of hope, not fear.  

 
I pray that we'd walk with faith 

and wisdom.  
 
Shalom! 

 

Birthdays 
4/1 Alison Mori 
4/6 Sally Bell 
4/6 Yutaka Yoshida 
4/9 Carri Matsumoto 
4/10 Lisa Elaine Del Monico 
4/11 Chin Cheak Yu 
4/11 Ida Isabel Donohue 
4/15 Brett Staal 
4/19 Debashish Dhar 
4/19 Teresa Watanabe 
4/22 Angelea Marquez 
4/22 Mataro Nakamura 
4/22 Emma Parks 
4/26 Ernest Tom III 
4/28 Judy Mayeda Wong 
4/28 Kotoko Toji 
 

Anniversaries 
4/6 Jim & Sally Bell 
4/13 Paul & Doreen Bolten 

Liz Canadas, Family of Tetsuro 
Suzuki, Family of Ross Yukawa, 
Family of Toshi Ito, Echavarria 
Family;  Sam Nieda;  Shoji 
Tatsugawa;   Ratheesh Pillai;  
Mary Sue Lodwick;  Ken Okuda; 
Sharon Mori, Nancee Iketani;  
Mat Nakamura;  Alfred Chu; 
Phillip & Nenita Marquez;  Mar-
ilyn McIver; Derek Tani;  All es-
sential workers, the elderly and 
high risk populations, our fami-
lies and friends, and all whose 
needs are unspoken during this 
Covid-19 pandemic.   

Join us for worship and    
prayer via zoom:  
https://zoom.us/j/6803953106 

https://zoom.us/j/6803953106
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—from Theresa Laib, Director 

 
School is closed due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.   

We pray all are staying safe.   
We are planning to reopen as soon as possible.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Just Playing Around Using Building Blocks 

Communion  
Elements Report 
 

—by Janice Hurtado  
 
 Through the sharing of 
bread and “wine” during Holy 
Communion we experience the 
presence of God in Christ and 
fellowship with our fellow pa-
rishioners.  Traditionally United 
Methodists use grape juice in-
stead of wine.  In the 1800s, 
with the temperance movement 
gaining momentum, Thomas B. 
Welch, a Communion steward in 
a Methodist Episcopal Church, 
developed a process for pas-
teurizing grape juice as an alco-
hol-free substitute for Commun-
ion.    
 At Sage Granada Park we 
celebrate Communion on the 
first Sunday of the month.  In 
the past we have asked for vol-
unteers to provide the bread 
and juice.  To make it easier and 
more convenient we decided to 
ask for a $5 donation from those 
who wish to contribute towards 
the Communion Elements.  Then 
one person is responsible for 
purchasing the elements.  In 
2019 we collected $75 which 
included an extra donation.  We 
had a carry-over of $17.25.  For 
2020 we collected $70 which 
also includes an extra donation.  
Cost for the bread varies from 
$2.15 (2 for 1 special) to $4.29 
and the juice (Welch’s of 
course!) is $5.29 for 6 bottles 
($4.99 + $.30 tax). 
 As of February 2, 2020, 
we have $82.96 on hand for our 
Communion Elements.  In the 
ensuing years I will attempt to 
credit those who gave the extra 
amounts.  Praying for help and 
guidance with my accounting 
skills! 
 Thank you and blessings 
to all who have contributed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

—from Bill Yee, Artistic Director 
 

 The Alhambra Performing Arts Center under the direc-
tion of Chef/Artistic Director Bill Yee, is postponing their pop-
ular free performances for the next few months out of con-
cerns regarding the coronavirus pandemic. 
  The performances affected include: March 29 - Music 
from Argentina,  April 26th - Bluegrass in Alhambra, May 23rd 
- Flamenco Alhambra featuring legendary Inesita, June 21st - 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D Major featuring Jacqueline 
Suzuki. 
 The Alhambra Performing Arts Center has started its 
14th year with its free community concert events featuring 
world-class performers from classical to jazz, bluegrass and 
dance to the delight of thousands of patrons over the years. 
Bill Yee is also an award-winning chef and has provided train-
ing for the past few years with his Alhambra Culinary School. 
 For more information regarding the 2020 performanc-
es, email: bizwind@yahoo.com   or call 626 230 5435. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

 1 
 
1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

2 
 
 

3 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

4 
 
 

5 Palm Sunday 
 
10:00am Zoom 
Worship 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting  

9 
 
 

10  Good Friday 
 
7:00pm Zoom 
Good Friday  
Service 

11 
 
 

12 Easter Sunday 
 
10:00am Zoom 
Worship 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

16 
 
 
 
 

17  
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

18 

19 
 
10:00am Zoom 
Worship 

20 
 
 

21 22 
 
1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

23 
 
 

24 
 
5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

25 
 
 

26 
 
10:00am Zoom 
Worship 

27 
 
 

28 29                               30 
 
 1:00pm Zoom  
Bible Study 
 
5:00pm Zoom  
Prayer Meeting 
                             

April 2020 


