Sage Granada Park United Methodist Church
1850 West Hellman Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803

phone: (626) 284-3229 | email: sagegrandapark@gmail.com | web: http://www.sgpumc.org

Our Vision:
To be a light on a hill for our
community (Matthew 5:14).

From Where I Stand

Our Mission:
We are called to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.
Our Values:
We reaffirm our values as a multicultural and inclusive community
united in the love of Jesus Christ.

—by Rev. George Martzen
“Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him

Our Congregational Goals for 2020:
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor."
—Matthew 4:8 (NRSV)
● To start a Saturday night
fellowship with young adults.
Perspective makes a difference.
I love the perspective from the mountain top. I’ve hiked to the top of
● To develop a welcoming program.
Mount
Baldy and Mount Wilson. I’ve had my sights on other mountains,
● To encourage every member to
like
Whitney
in the Sierra Nevada and Kinabalu in Southeast Asia.
tithe their prayers, their presence,
Recently
I
had some medical tests done that might limit those
their gifts, their service.
options. The doctors told me I have interstitial lung disease, or more
specifically Pulmonary Fibrosis. My mother and her siblings had
something like that, so it wasn’t a surprise diagnosis. However, it does
change my perspective. It may take a little longer to get to the mountain
top.
As we begin the season of Lent, I’m reminded of Jesus, who also had
a mountain top perspective, and his point of view may be instructive for
us.
The gospels say that during Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, he
was taken to a high mountain. There he saw all the nations of the world,
with their plots and grasping for power. The devil was offering Jesus the
opportunity to rule over all those nations. Imagine the good he could do
Rev. Dr. George Martzen, Pastor
with such power and privilege. He could turn stones to bread; end
gmartzen@gmail.com
homelessness; perform signs and wonders to make everyone believe his
divine provenance.
Kris Taniguchi, Organist
You notice that Jesus wasn’t impressed. He recognized the devil’s
ktani28@hotmail.com
perspective, because he had another. From that mountain top Jesus
Sally Bell, Sunday School
could visualize two other mountains, Golgotha and the Mount of
sallycbell@gmail.com
Transfiguration.
Golgotha would be his earthly destination. Far from a place of
Sengdeuane Tom, E-thymes Editor
power,
on that mountain he would be stripped of all power and laden
stom426@gmail.com
with the toxicity of the guilt and shame that people experience, scorned
Julie Quezada, Admin Assistant
and crucified by the powers over which he could have ruled.
sagegranadapark@gmail.com
(Continued on page 2)
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But through that toxic visage he
could see, as through the bent light
of a prism, a greater mountain,
shrouded in clouds and rainbow.
The Mount of Transfiguration is a
vision of God’s ultimate reign; it is
an inclusive and transcendent reign,
because it includes the law and the
prophets.
The devil wanted to derail Jesus’
ministry by getting him to see
things from his point of view, a
perspective that requires coercion
and manipulation. Thankfully, Jesus
chose the way of the cross with a
view to the mount of
Transfiguration. During this season
of Lent, let us walk with Jesus to
gain his perspective, to see the
mount of glorification through the
mountain of despair.
The church, as the body of
Christ, must retain that perspective,
not coercive power, but the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit. We are
commissioned to transform the
world from its fixation on power
and violence to the possibility of
God’s peaceable kingdom.
During this election season,
please remember that our ultimate
identity is not in one or the other
political parties – Republican,
Democrat, etc. – nor only in one or
another expression of church. Our
solidarity is with the crucified one,
whose goal is the will and reign of
God in this world and then next. If
you see that your political party or
perspective is the best at bearing
witness to that kingdom, then by all
means vote as you see best. But for
Christians, our perspective remains
the kingdom and rule of God.
So whether your political party
wins or loses, whether you are
weak or strong, whether you are
sick or in health, our common faith
and unity are in the hope of God’s
rule and reign. Let us not be
derailed by the wrong perspective.

Serving
SGPUMC
this month:

March 1

Liturgist:
Archana Carey
Acolytes:
Wong Family
Communion Helpers
Archana Carey &
Paul Wong

An Unusual Prayer

—by Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi
Harada Zen Master preached by
asking questions. It was my very first
night in a Zen monastery. We were
in Hosshinji Monastery in a lazy fishing town facing the Japan Sea, that
is, facing China.
Harada Zen Master said,
“Somebody help me. I don’t have
anything to worry about. Somebody
give me something to worry
about.” There was silence because it
was obvious this was a tricky, brilliant man.
I asked, “What if a nuclear war
broke out and everybody died?” He
said, “What’s wrong with that!”
Somebody asked, “I don’t want
to die. What if I died?” Harada
sensei said, “You will never die.
Why worry about something that
will never happen? You don’t remember being born. Your mother or
your uncle said you were born in the
morning or at night. But you yourself don’t remember being
born. You won’t remember dying
either. Dead men don’t experience
anything.”
My good friend at Pilgrim Place
was infinitely absorbed by Zen Master Harada’s sermon. He asked
what we should pray for to prepare
for dying. He asked what I prayed
for when Ellen was dying. Ordinary
people are not interested in this sermon.
But he had a Ph.D. in theology, a
seminary professor, and later a missionary to the Middle East. This crazy
talk made sense only to deeply
thinking people. My friend died
within the month. I did not know he
was terminal. Harada Zen Master
said we will not die. What do you
think?

March 8

Liturgist:
Christie Cheng
Acolytes:
Tom Family

March 15

Liturgist:
Alicia Marquez
Acolytes:
Saiki Family

—by Ratheesh Pillai,
Youth/Outreach Coordinator
“Oh, that you would bless me indeed,
and enlarge my territory.”
-1 Chronicles 4:10

I remember it took over seven
years of my mother's prayer to
turn my father to Christ. And today I am able to write these articles because of my mother's prayers as well.
But I recall right after accepting Christ as my savior, I felt
shy to pray especially in public,
because I didn’t know how to pray
with fancy vocabulary or intelligent, lengthy sentences. Then a
friend of mine wrote a onesentence prayer in a little sticky
note, put it in my Bible and encouraged me to read it every day
as my prayer.
My little brain puzzled and
wondered; will God listen to this
unusual prayer? Not lengthy, not
fancy, not that intelligent. But the
habitual act of an unusual prayer
shook God’s heart. Every single
day I saw miracles. I couldn't wait
for the next day because I wanted
to see what God had for me and
for those around me. Since then,
praying to God with an un-usual
prayer became habitual not just
because I wanted to see miracles
or get things, but I was super excited to see how God would communicate with me.
Do you have a prayer that you

March 22

Liturgist:
Sengdeuane Tom
Acolytes:
Monojit Dhar &
Lach Morrison

March 29

Liturgist:
Paul Wong
Acolytes:
Kevin & Ryan Wong
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use to communicate with God? Our Christian life is not merely waking up
in the morning, running to the kitchen, or doing everyday activities. God
calls us to intercede for others as well. When your child/children walk
away from your
home, do you intercede? When your husband/wife or parents walk
away from home do you hold them in your prayers? When was the last
time God worked through you in such a way that you knew your prayer
changed the situation or changed someone’s life?
God is looking for those who understand the Importance of the Call
and acknowledge how prayer can change circumstances and situations.
You might be exhausted from running around for your family and your
children. You might be older, or in a wheelchair, or in bed such that you
can't move without someone's help. But a simple one-sentence prayer
can melt God's heart.
The call and duty of our transforming life never ends because we
must safeguard our family, community, and the nation by standing with
our prayers. We might not be able to travel or actively share the gospel
to people, but we can still have an unusual prayer and ask God to extend
our territory. Jabez in the Old Testament doesn’t stand astride the great
people like Abraham, Moses, David or the books of Acts like those early
Christians or history makers but his unusual one sentence prayer
changed his life and he became part of the history. One of our Christian
duties is praying for others so that God will change them.
One of the best parts of our weekly Youth meeting is asking our
youth to begin and end with prayer. I know they do not want to be embarrassed because they do not know how to pray, but still they obediently pray. There is no glamorous fancy vocabulary; there are no lengthy
sentences, but only unusual prayer with smiles. One thing I know is this:
little, genuine, short, unusual prayers God listens to. No matter whether
you are a biblical scholar, or you talk about Jesus' stories, but a simple
unusual prayer can impact and make a greater Christian life, which is our
call and our mission. Will you allow authentic, unusual prayers to be the
portion of your life?
Amen!

—from Theresa Laib, Director

Chinese New Year 2020

Mom’s Day 2020

March themes are: World of
Dr. Seuss; Windy Days; My
Five Senses; Rainbows
March 2020 Calendar
8 —Daylight Savings Time Begins
13—Open House 6:00-7:30pn
30– April 3—Spring Break for
Morning Program Children;
Day Care Continues
April 6—School Resumes for all
programs
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Birthdays
3/3 Shoji Tatsugawa
3/3 Tony Solomon
3/4 Yenny Staal
3/8 Amy Elizabeth Hutchins
3/8 Janet Nishina
3/10 Archana Carey
3/15 Parimal Roy
3/18 Shihoko Tatsugawa
3/20 Roger White
3/21 Walter Martzen
3/23 Michelle Mori
3/28 Alphuno Chase-Roy
3/30 Adelyne Lam
3/30 John Taniguchi
3/31 Monojit Dhar
Anniversaries
3/14 Sam & Kikuko Nieda
3/23 Alan & Gina Kitsuse
3/29 Shogo & Beatrice Tabata
Special thanks to Janet Furukawa for the pretzels and story for
Pretzel Sunday on February
23rd. We thank her for her
dedication and service to the
church.
On Sunday, March 8:
Daylight Savings Time begins!
Please remember
to change your
clocks and spring
forward an hour so
you’re not late.
Our Lenten Devotionals 2020
are now available during church
service or in the church office.
Please contact the
office for delivery.
A huge thank you
to all of our writers and to our
Lenten Devotional
Team: Louise
Wong-Garcia, Kris
Taniguchi & Rev. George
Martzen. A special thanks to
our local Staples #1326 for their
generous printing donation.

Special thanks to those who
have and will provide us with
communion elements!
January—Helen Ikeda
February—Nate Song/San
Gabriel Valley Asian Pacific
Islander PFLAG
March—Kenji & Dorothy
Kinoshita
April—Mike Rendon & Alice
Barron
May—Doreen Bolten
June—Christie Cheng & Brad
Hutchins
July—Ken & Pearl Matsumoto
August—Janice Hurtado
September—Elena Recayo
October—Roger White
November—Elaine Chung
December—Jaime & Louise
Wong Garcia
January 2021—Roberta
Echavarria & Steve Meza

Family of Tetsuro Suzuki, Family
of Ross Yukawa, Family of Toshi
Ito, Family of Mudge Goodwell;
Family of Violet Tomei; Family
of John Burgess; Echavarria
Family; Theresa Laib, Sam
Nieda; Shoji Tatsugawa;
Dolores “Lori” Wright; Ratheesh
Pillai; Mary Sue Lodwick; Ken
Okuda; Sharon Mori, Nancee
Iketani; Mat Nakamura; Alfred
Chu; Phillip & Nenita Marquez;
Bette McIver; Marilyn McIver;
Derek Tani; All those whose
needs are unspoken.

On Saturday,
March 7, a Celebration of Life
luncheon for
Ross Yukawa,
whose mother,
Kim Yukawa, was
a long time member, will be
held at the church at 2:30 pm.
Tetsuro Suzuki’s memorial service will be on March 14,
11:30am at our church, followed
Church Spring by a lunch reception out, locaCleaning is
tion TBD. Graveside service at
scheduled for Rose Hills at 3 pm.
Sat., March 21,
Our children are busy practicing
at 8:00 am.
for a special gift of music for
Bring your
church service.
friends and work
They hope to be
gloves! Our
ready to perform
scouts will also
on March 15.
be helping us that day.

February 2:

Fun with Numbers!
February 9:
February 16:

Attendance: 60 Attendance: 80
Sun. School: 6
Sun. School: 15
Offerings: $2245 Offerings:
$1326.11

Attendance: 38
Sun. School: 3
Offerings:
$1806.11

February 23:

Attendance: 52
Sun. School: 5
Offerings:
$1126.11

Please stay after worship service on Sunday, March 15. We welcome Jason Takagi, General Conference alternate delegate, who
will talk about GC issues and field questions or concerns.
For up-to-date preparedness information about the coronavirus,
please see CDC and LA Department of Public Health links here.
Sage Granada Park United Methodist Church | 2020 March E-Thymes | Page 4

Music of Argentina
—by Bill Yee, Artistic Director
Alhambra Performing Arts
Center (APAC) presents
internationally acclaimed Music of
Argentina in a free concert on
Sunday, March 29.
The group will be focusing on
composers from Argentina, Spain
and Latin America.
“We want to invite you to our
musical journey, to discover our
roots and the development of
music in Argentina. This trip will
guide you from the northwest, the
“Altiplano” in the Andes, which
connects Peru and Bolivia in South
America, where the indigenous
songs echoed in the solitude of the
mountains. We’ll continue to the
center of the country, the
“Pampas” where the “gauchos”,
the Argentinean cowboys, played
the guitar and bombo after
working hard in their rural work.
You’ll feel the horses running in
the solitude of the plains. Then,
moving ahead in time and finishing
in the urban center of Buenos
Aires, where the immigrants from
Europe came with their music,
instruments and nostalgia to
culminate in the most delicate mix
of musical elements, the Tango.
Group leader M. Belén Oliva de
Pachalian began her musical
studies in the School of Children
Singers of Córdoba, singing as part
of choirs and as a soloist in Brazil,
Chile, Uruguay and Argentina. She
earned her Bachelor of Arts in
Music Teaching and Choral
Conducting, continued her studies
in Master of Music Composition.
She is currently the Children’s
Choir Director and Choir Section
Leader at Vallejo Drive Church
Seventh Day Adventist and Spanish
Cantor and Section Leader at Holy
Family Catholic Church in Glendale.
Matias Pachalian-Cello. Former
Principal cello of Glendale High

School Symphonic Orchestra,
Chamber String Quartet, GUSD
Honors Concerts from 2010 to
2014 and GHS Solo Competition
Winner 2017. Currently playing in
Lake Avenue Church Chamber
Orchestra, String Quartet and
Principal cello in Lake Community
Orchestra in Pasadena. Currently
principal cellist and board member
for the Concerto Chamber
Orchestra at USC, also recording
for films, musicals, and other
student projects.
Julio Ledezma, at 6 years old,
started playing in Scolas do Samba
(Samba Schools.) and started
studying Piano, Guitar and Drums
in Buenos Aires Conservatory
(Posadas Misiones) He also
performs Bombos, Charango and
Guitar with the Glendale
Philharmonic conducted by fellow
Argentinean Composer and
Director Lalo Shiffrin at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. He is
featured playing the Peruvian
Cajon with a Flamenco Band in the
last movie produced by Spike Lee
and directed by Gina PrinceBythewood “Love and Basketball”.
Julio is currently a member of the
Andean Group Huayucaltia, with
whom he has recorded four
albums, one of them winner of the
1989 Indy Award in Los Angeles. In
the last album of this band,
“Destinos” Julio’s composition
titled “Para Aymara was chosen by
the world recognized Native
American organization Four Winds
as the title track of their last “Red
Feather” World Sounds
Compilation. Julio has composed
the music for the Short Movie
“Share the Vision”, winner of First
Place at Valencia Independent as
the Best Educational Feature, and
Top Applause Award.
Adan Fernandez is the director
of music and organist at Holy
Family Catholic Church. He has
performed at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels, the Hour of
Power, Biola University, Chapman

University, and as a sponsored
performer for the Orange County
chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. His articles on worship
and music education have been
published in Reformed Worship,
ChorTeach, and Sacred Music.
Adan also serves on the boards of
the Kodaly Association of Southern
California and the Los Angeles
chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. Adan is also the Kodaly
instructor for the National
Children's Chorus in Los Angeles.
APAC is starting its 14th season
presenting world-class performers
from classical to jazz, pop, dance
and more. Bill Yee, artistic director
and founder is also an awardwinning Le Cordon Bleu chef who
also owns the Alhambra Culinary
School and LA Omelets Catering
Service. He was a Sous Chef for
three seasons at the renowned
Masters Golf Tournament in
Augusta, Georgia, and recently
provided the chef support team for
Bobby Flay’s Taste of the World
celebrity chef event at the
Breeders’ Cup.
DATE: Sunday, March 29, 2020 at
7 pm.

LOCATION: Sage Granada Park
United Methodist Church
ADMISSION: Free - (Free-Will
Offering accepted during
Intermission)

CONTACT: Chef/Artistic Director
Bill Yee (626) 230 5435
Email: bizwind@yahoo.com
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7:00 APAC: Music of
Argentina

11 am COI

9:30am Worship

29

Mission Area Taste of
Culture @ Montabello

1-5 PFLAG

11 am COI

9:30am Worship

5-8:30 pm Champion
Yourth

1:00pm Ukulele

30

31

7:00pm PAC

1:00pm Ukulele

5-8:30 pm Champion
Yourth

24

23

26

1:00pm Bible Study

7:30pm Boy Scouts

6:00pm Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

6:00pm SGP Choir

6:00pm Cub Scouts

6:00pm SGP Choir

9:00am-3:00pm CPAT

20

27

25

1:00pm Bible Study

19

8:30am Japanese
Language School

14

2:30pm Memorial for
Ross Yukowa

Spiritual Retreat in
Temple City

8:30am Japanese
Language School

7

SATURDAY

8:30am Japanese
Language School

28

8:00am—Church
Spring Cleaning

8:30am Japanese
Language School

21

6:00pm Nursery School
Open House
11:30 am Memorial
for Tetsuro Suzuki
7:30 Boy Scouts
6-9 pm COI

6:00pm SGP Choir

13

22

9 am-4 pm Chef
Apprentice Workshop

18

12

7:30 Boy Scouts

6:00pm Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

6:00pm SGP Choir

6

FRIDAY

7:30pm Boy Scouts

5-8:30 pm Champion
Yourth

1:00pm Ukulele

16

11

5

THURSDAY

11:00am Jason Takagi
discusses General
Conference questions

11:00am COI

9:30am Worship

15

11:00am COI

17

7:00pm Church Council 1:00pm Bible Study
Meeting

1:00pm Ukulele

9:30am Worship

5-8:30 pm Champion
Yourth

10

9

8

11:00am COI

5-8:30pm Champion
Youth

9:30am Worship

1:00pm BibleStudy

1:00pm Ukulele

4

WEDNESDAY

7:30am Scouts Mtg,

3

TUESDAY

2

MONDAY

1

SUNDAY

