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“The angel said: ‘Do not be afraid . . . your prayer has been heard.’” Luke 1:13a 

 

Dear Members and Friends of St Andrew’s, 

 

For some this year seems to have dragged slowly on; for others, it has flown by – despite the dramatic 

lock-down back in March. I recall at that time wondering how we were going to make our Easter services 

happen at all, yet alone make them special. After all, that is the high point of the Christian year. For me, 

that all seems a long time ago now and hence the year seems to have zoomed by – (terrible) pun 

intended! We have celebrated “Christ the King” Sunday, and now we move into a new liturgical year 

with the season of Advent. Again, I am pondering how we are to going to celebrate the birth of Jesus in 

the context of rising COVID rates. We will somehow manage, thanks to improvements in technology 

and many helping hands. Yet I know that most of the much-loved St. Andrew’s traditions will not be 

taking place this year. That has been one of the casualties of 2020. And we also lament the loss of 

rummage sales, special dinners, using the building for mid-week activities, and – of course – the Sunday 

after-service coffee time! We long for a return to “normal” and we wonder when that will be. 

 

Advent is a time of waiting and longing. At the first advent 

2000 years ago, Israel was also asking, “How long, Lord, 

how long?” Israel was being oppressed not by a pandemic 

but by harsh Roman rule. God had seemed to be silent for 

far too long; the voice of the prophets seemed to be a 

thing of the past. Today, we too can ask, “How long . . .?” 

And while can now see some light ahead in the tunnel, in  

  

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

terms of vaccines, we still struggle in our daily lives. 

 

The lighting of Advent candles reminds us to live in hope, peace, joy, and love. The solid ground for 

those four qualities and virtues is the coming of Jesus. And not just his coming at Christmas, which is 

celebrated annually, but also the second Advent, when Jesus comes as King to fully-realise his Kingdom. 

The angel’s words above to John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah, were not just good news for him and 

his wife, Elizabeth; the message was a sign that the long winter of divine silence was coming to an end. 

The thaw of spring is coming, hope is coming, Jesus is coming. As we anticipate his coming, may we be 

prepared and busy doing the kinds of things that please him: loving God and others wholeheartedly. 
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And remember these encouraging words of Jesus: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world,” (John 16:33). 
 

For the moment, St. Andrew’s is still able to meet weekly in the Sanctuary; about 25-30 people come 

regularly. We will continue to live-stream – so I encourage to keep checking the Church’s website and 

Facebook page (above), and our YouTube channel (below).1  
 

We are very grateful for all those who continue to give 

regularly to St. Andrew’s in these very challenging times. 

The ongoing needs of the church are evident in our 

Treasurer’s update, and I encourage you to give as you 

are able. Moreover, it is also good to give to others in 

this Christmas season. From now until December 6th, we 

will be receiving “White Christmas Gifts” at the Church. 

  

Treasurer's Report - October 2020 

Jan. 1 to Oct. 31 Budget Actual 

Income $103,000 $70,331 

Expenses $111,250 $94,278 

Deficit -8,250 -23,947 
 

(NO soft toys2; consider buying gift cards for teens, and to not wrap the presents.) As in previous years, 

St. Andrew’s will also be supporting World Vision’s Animal initiative, where our gift purchases chickens, 

bees, piglets, goats, etc., along with medical supplies and access to clean water.3 (We ask that you 

simply give generously to St. Andrew’s in the regular way and we will, this year, give $500 to World 

Vision.) This is a creative scheme that makes a real and lasting difference in the life of a family and in 

small communities around the world.  
 

Christmas is also a time of remembering. At St. Andrew’s, we decorate the church with poinsettias in 

memory of loved ones who are no longer with us. If you would like to contribute to the cost of these 

plants please contact Margaret Hawkins or Kathleen Knott.4 
 

Bring Christ into Christmas as you celebrate the Holiday 

Season. And remember the words of the angel to the 

shepherds: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 

will cause great joy for all the people,” (Luke 2:10). In this 

time of uncertainty, hold on to the good news of Jesus’ 

coming. God keeps his promises; that’s why Jesus came. 

And may we, along with the shepherds (Luke 2:20), glorify 

and praise God for all the things we witness this Christmas.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Tim Reddish 

 
1 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2PWMD138-lVn41jFS2TBgw . 
2 In other words, please don’t give toys that will be damaged when disinfected! 
3 See: https://donate.worldvision.ca/collections/animals . 
4 Email: mhawkins14@cogeco.ca ; kknott4@cogeco.ca . 
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