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Mission Statement:  

Embracing and expressing 
our love for God 
through prayer, 

sacraments, hospitality, 
outreach and service to all. 

 Minister: Rev. Dr. Tim Reddish 

Email: revtim.sta@gmail.com 
Website: https://standrews-
amherstburg.com  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/St
AndrewsAmhersturg/  

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
129 Simcoe St, 
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Canada 
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EASTER 2020 
 

“He is not here, but has been raised! 

Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 

and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 

Luke 24-6-7 (NET Bible) 
 

 
Dear Congregants and Friends of St Andrew’s, 

 

Without wanting to be overly dramatic, COVID-19 is deadly serious and an urgent global crisis. It is for 

this reason that St. Andrew’s has cancelled its Sunday services on March 22nd and 29th and has 

suspended all other activities (e.g., Boarding House, Bible Study, Exercise Group, Sparks, Brownies, 

Guides, etc.) until further notice. The Church Office will remain open for the time being.1 The Session 

will re-evaluate the situation at the end of March, but even now it seems most likely St. Andrew’s – like 

other places of worship – will be closed for a longer period. We are therefore envisioning no Easter 

services, at least physically in the building, and are planning accordingly by exploring ways to post 

material (including videos) on-line. I therefore encourage you to look at the church’s website and 

Facebook page (see above) for news and updates, or email/phone the Church.  

 

In the mean time, stay safe, keep calm, and follow official guidelines. Moreover, keep in touch with 

each other by phone, Facetime, and email - using the new photo-directory! While we all need to 

maintain “social distancing,” technology can help us to not feel alone. If you are in urgent need, call the 

church office and I (and others) will do what we can to help. I will also be reaching out by phone to 

those whom the Pastoral Care Team keeps in regular contact with. I also encourage you to make good 

use of the prayer chain (email: kknott4@cogeco.ca). And continue to pray for all those on the front 

lines in our health services, and for wise leadership at all levels of society. Remember that we are all 

ambassadors of Christ in our community. Therefore, do not add to the confusion and panic around us; 

 
1 Mon/Tues/Thurs: 9:30am-12:30pm, though kindly use email and phone (leave a message) as much as possible. 
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use common sense and don’t hoard food and household items. Let’s be patient and polite, as much as 

we are able. We are all in this together, and God is with us and will bring us through this crisis to greener 

pastures and peaceful waters; King David reminds us of this in Psalm 23. Just as we sang “Great is Thy 

Faithfulness” last Sunday, so we hold firm to our faith in the reliable faithfulness of God. 

 

Regardless of the many uncertainties ahead, in both the short- and long-term, we can already see that 

COVID-19 is a history-defining moment. 2000 years ago, there was another history-defining moment, 

one that Christians celebrate annually: the death and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah. The New 

Testament writers speak of two ages of history, “the present age” and “the age to come.” We 

automatically assume that the age to come is in the future, or referring to life-after-death or heaven. 

But that is not how the New Testament writers saw things. In the incarnation and, in particular, through 

the events of Easter, the age to come has already begun. That is why Easter is the key history-defining 

moment! Of course, there is much more to come in the realisation of God’s Kingdom, but the age to 

come has started. Jesus already is the Saviour of the World - although many don’t recognise this fact.2 

One of the things this means for us today is that the first Easter provides perspective for life.3 It provides 

a secure foundation as we live with all of our uncertainties, for in the life, death, resurrection, ascension 

of Jesus, and the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, God acted in history. Our world today typically 

functions without reference to God; we trust instead in the financial markets, in human ingenuity, and 

in ourselves. The present crisis is a humbling reminder that we are not as in control of events (global or 

personal) as we would like to think we are. As we work and pray for stability and safety in these 

seemingly apocalyptic times, when the very fabric of society is being threatened, may we once again 

remember the profound (and shocking!) meaning of Easter and thereby live confidently because God – 

through his Spirit – is still at work in the world in equally surprising ways.  

 

 
 
Peace be with you all, 
 
Rev. Tim Reddish 
 

 
 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10 NRSV 

 
2 This is St. Paul’s point in Ephesians 1:15-22 and 1 Corinthians 15:20-18; see also Matthew 28:18-20. 
3 Our faith is for each day (as we say in the Lord’s Prayer) and not merely a faith for a future life with God. 


