
Why church?

Acts 9:1–5 
Matthew 16:15–18



“Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
“I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting.”

Acts 9:4b, 5b



“Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
“I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting.”

Acts 9:4b, 5b



Church is:
1. Personal



‘For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me,



I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’

Matthew 25:35–36 NIV



‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’ 

Matthew 25:40 NIV



Church is:
1. Personal
2. Familial



“I am returning to my Father 
and your Father, to my God 
and your God…”

John 20:17b



What is 

Christian Identity?




“a Christian is one 
who has God as 

Father.”

– J I Packer, Knowing God



Because of his love, God had 
already decided to make us his 
own children through Jesus 
Christ. That was what he 
wanted and what pleased him.

Ephesians 1:5 NCV



Christianity is a 
family God makes.



Church is:
1. Personal
2. Familial
3. Biblical



“They devoted themselves to 
the apostles teaching, to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.”

Acts 2:42



Church/Ekklesia=

“called out” by God to be 
“called together”



“If we only keep complaining 
to God that everything is so 
paltry and petty, so far from 
what we expected, then we 
hinder God from letting our 
fellowship grow according     
to what is there for us             
in Jesus Christ.”



“The way God designed our 
bodies is a model for 
understanding our lives 
together as a church.”

1 Corinthians 12:25–26 MSG



Church is:
1. Personal
2. Familial
3. Biblical
4. Eternal



“I will build my church and the 
gates of hell will not overcome it!”

Matthew 16:18b NIV
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